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Allen's ‘Dead Air’ Hook Cues CBS Bid: 
NBC To Swing Mop Freely as Before 


J. Walter Thompson exgecs said 
yesterday (Tues.) that CBS was 
preparing a presentation in a bid 





It Ain’t Neat 


te woo Fred Allen over from Current trend toward nudity 
NBC in the wake of the current in nitery costuming has been 
eensorship centroversy “and halted temporarily by the cur- 
don't be surprised if that’s what rent smallpox inoculation cam- 
happens in the fall.” CBS is paign in New York. 

Allen's original stamping ground Majority of gals have been 


and the web would consider it a forced to add band-aids on arms 
feather in its cap if it could grab or legs where they've been vac- 
him off. It's just a question of cinated. 
suitable time, however. 











ar 


The 


eae sate cen et Sea eae pects at neon 
the Fred Allen- -NBC censorship | 
iasco that’s been cropping up| e ease 
periodically throughout the season | 


fiasco 
reached a new high boiling point 
| P ini ( 


last Sunday night (20) when Allen | 
was cut off the air for a half-minute. 
Offshot of the incident was that | 
Allen burned; NBC said, in effect, 
that it wasn’t kidding—and still 
means. business— about comedians | 
who kid the network on the air, and 
the trade was debating who's right. 
Despite all previous snarls, it was 
the first time in his 15 years in radio | 
that Allen was cut off the air because | is 


Washington, April 22. 
Signing of the Italian peace treaty 
expected to release upwards of 





ef his material. | $200,000 to the heirs of Giacemo 
NBC gave the Allen show the | Puccini, Italian operatic composer. 
“dead air” treatment becalise he re- | Sum has piled up in royalties in the 


Office of Alien Property Custodian. 
(Continued on page 20) | Word here is that the family’s at- 
t+torney in this country has been 
| busily licensing worldwide rights to 
| Puccini music, licenses to take effect 
| immediately after the signing of the 
| treaty and the release of the Puc- 


cini compositions by the U. S. gov- 
T ,ernment. 
e on 0 ers Issue is interesting because of the 
‘row between the Puccini 
The telephone strike has accounted | #4 the Alien Property Custodian 
for a sharp drop in Broadway ticket over latter's licensing the rights to 
agency business, last week especially | Puccini music to Producer 
being the “worst” according to | Shubert for an operetta based on the 
brokers. ; compenee’s life. 
Agencies have a considerable vol- 
ume of patrons living in suburban 


fused to delete or change a gag | 





LORRAINE DE WOOD IN 


mh were and all such calls have | 
Ravted. ‘Only stictiy’ local cia | FREAK SALARY HIKE 


calls are okay, since they don’t re- 
Quire the services of an operator. | of 
Racetrack “commissioners” who op- 
erate in Jersey and other points out- 
Side the city limits have been tem- | ing that Lorraine De Wood was “La 
Porarily forced out of business. un- | Tirana” (’The Tyranical One”) in 
able to break through the “nickel | the life of John L. Mee, who was 
curtain” to neceive or lay off bets. fatally Shot aboard his yacht at Ha- 
mee tae ey Re Pot ROR vana last week. Rosen 
Village Inn, 


SOPH’S $47,000 RECORD 3, 7 Crees. AieiSsadae 
AT N.Y. LATIN QUARTER at $1,250. Miss-De Wood's regular 


(Continued on page 16) 
Sophie Tucker's first week at the nc 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., has Eddie Dowling On 
in the highest gross ever taken in| 


The Lecture Circuit 
at this 


Agent Jerry Rosen makes a policy 

reading the 
“freak” headliners in the Willie 
Hammerstein tradition. Upon learn- 


resulted 


booked her | 











cn 
UF Il 








PROGRAM 








By GEORGE ROSEN Who's Witch? 
Considered one of the long-felt | At a studio rehearsal for 
needs in radio, a coast-to-coast the Mutual one-shot, “Trojan 
“repertory theatre,” which would Women.” aired for the Y. M. 





With Italy Treaty 


attorney | 


national convention, scheduled to! 
By ABEL GREEN bd ;open June 20. 1948. in Philadelphia, | 
rae : foal ‘ will be televised for the first time 
Marshall Field III is flirting with (Continued on page 34) 
| Walter Winchell, guaranteeing him 
| $200,000 per annum “blind, Becord- 


Milton , 


permit re-slotting of notable air World Youth Fund last Wednes- 
shows aimed at mass education and | day (16), legit actresses Flor- 
enlightment, may soon become aj ence Reed and Jane Cowl dis- 
reality. The project would thus | agre2d vehemently over pro- 
eliminate the ‘one-shot brushoff| nunciation of “Zeus.” Neither 
treatment.” | would concede or give in, 
Such a project is under Serious | “If you don’t stop.” Miss Cowl 
consideration at CBS, where some of | nally blurted. “I'll hit vou over 
the programming execs are direct- the head with a broomstick?” 
ing their energies toward setting up | “You mean,” cooed Miss Reed, 
a regular time period in which to| “the one you're sitting on, dear?” 


stand- | ————_-— 
should | 
be exposed to additional millions of | 
listeners 


. Suck a move by CBS Photos ell C P 
would win the wholehearted en- | reZ 
dorsement of the Federal Communi- 

L Necessit 


backlog ol 
it’s felt, 


reprise the heavy 
out programs. which, 





cations Commission, which has long 
expressed the need for radio to find 
a solution to its peculiar pattern of 























a good radio voice, for the first time 
in history will need all the photo- 


Field Ogles Winchell agi. Po Brg Reet a 9 
With $200, 000 Offer; i Hollywood star any 
WW’s 5026 Yearly 





viewers. Reason is that the 








ing to the 


Ghat Si syosicat’s | GARLAND TO LEARN HOW 


spokesman. This dicker " dis closes | 

| that, for the first time in his 17 years THE OTHER HALF DIES 
| with Hearst, the columnist has been | 

| sans contract. This is as of Nov. 15) Robert Garland, drama critic for 
‘last. Winchell’s present deal is $1,200 | the N. Y. Journal-American, may 
'a week for six daily columns in the | turn actor this summer . planning ap- 
|N. Y. Mirror; with syndication his | pearances in summer stocks with 
| gross is $100,000 for his newspaper | Queenie Smith, his ex-wife. They 


i writings. 
newspapers for | 


are due to appear in “Brief Mo- 
ment,” the S. N. Behrman comedy, 
which introduced the late Alexander 
Woollcott to the boards. 


Jergen’s pays its No. 1 newscaster 
$7,500 a week, a $2,500 boost over the 
$5,000 for his 15-minute stint that | 


| Winchell had been drawing for s€v- | Garland would play the Woollcott 
eral years. The boost came when part, that of a wit who speaks satiric 
Eversharp’s Martin Strauss 2d had | jjines while reclining on a sofa. Miss 
offered Winchell 10G. The colum- | Smith was recently appointed talent 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


‘income via 


Broadway spot. Take of Eddie Dowling has signed with 
$47.000 exceeds anything recorded! Columbia Concerts Lecture Bureau 
during the war in Lou Walters’ spot, ‘for a tour of the gab circuit next 

season, during which he'll alternate | 


and is better than any take nabbed 


with two programs, 


|come as of 


annual gross in- 
now is $502,000, as sal- 


ist-commentator’s scout for the Theatre Guild in Holly- 
} wood but plars to spend her vaca- 
aried to the Mirror (Hearst) and | tion in sticks stocks. There’s talk of 
Jergen’s. This perhaps_makes him | Garland and Miss Smith” re-mafry- 
top individual straight payroll em- ing. 
ployee in the world, since the Louis il 
B. Mayers, et al, figure their fancy 


stock dividends and the Mae West’ S ‘Diamond Lil’ 
like. | Slated for London in Aug. 


Herein lies the reason for Win- L , 
, ondon, April 22. 
(Continued on page 54} } _ Pp : 
Harry Foster, head of Foster's 
; Agency here. will fly to the United 


‘Heifetz’s s 2-Year Leave 


| States May 3 to finalize a deal with 


on a holiday or during the football One, titled “An Evening With Ed- | Los Angeles, April 22. Mae West to open at the Casino the- 
Season, when thousands of spenders die Dowling,” will be a ae “4 Searle it og ae two-year | atre, London, in “Diamond Lil.” 
hit 4 » cones and characterizations, includ-} sabbatical [rom concertizing, aavis- | , 
ee Stem. Agape ; i - his!ine that he’s taking a rest until | Show is slated to open early August 
Previous record of the Latin; ing = scenes from several of us jing th at he s a INS a es oer alge sa 'T ne sey id 
Quarter was $42,000 chalked up dui Broadway hits. Other, “Behind the | 1949. Violinist finished his current d ier auspices oi Lom Arnold, pro- 
- ri Ww! , . ‘ ’ <i i” anak Ts ‘ ’ aeee sl aeearuaease sells ucer. 
ing run of Belle Baker on a com- Scenes With Dowling will be aj) season with a farew N concert here 
bi i i age) <cture on personal experi- |Jast week (16), breaking local box- Foster will stuy in New York for 
ination football and holiday for strageht lecture on pre n a . | | 
week of Noy. 11, 1945. T I nees in the theatre. with anecdotes | office records with a $7,600 take two days, spend sveral “days in 
i pv. >. *( é S ‘ Ss I { | : : f : 
held the cond position C Si om. thout playwrights and actors with Heifety. now 46. is celebrating his | Hollywood, and plans to fly back to 
sc 08 Oo \ - ou playwrtei r 
!whom he’s worked. }40th year on the concert platiorm. | England May 12, ° 


(Continued on page 47) 


operation that automatically tosses 
into oblivion a notable show after ®:. 6 
its single presentation. Only last Nl er é VISION 
week in Washington the idea was 
again kicked around by the FCC, 
(Continued on page 54) Republican Presidential noniinee 
Cg SN, aba for 1948. besides Having to possess 


if he’s to influ- | 
ence an estimated 2.500.000 television | 
GOP, 


JER REPRISE: Tame Legit Spring for Broadway, 
With Biz Slip Showing. 


Production Off 


business slipping and pro- 
| duction tapering, it now looks more 
| emphatically like a tame spring on 
Broadway. 

One show arrived last week and 
dropped right out. There are three 
| possible premieres next week, 
|} fourth. having stopped at tryout, 
while May doesn’t figure to be any 
more prolific than April. Last year 


+ With 


Call Me Mister” enlivened the 
spring, and two years ago “Carou- 


sel” did likewise. Several musicals 
|are slated for the summer, but there 
is a score of tuners being i‘ined up 
‘for the autumn, 

Complaints this week were that 
many cancellations are coming from 


out of town, where the smallpox 
;}scare was played up in hinterland 
jdailies. Fact is no cases have been 


|reported in N. Y. for the past week. 
| Talk of 


lowering ticket prices is 
heard in amusement circles. One $6 


musical (“Carousel”) has already 
dropped the top. but that show is in 
a large house and the management 
considered slicing a year ago. Pro- 
ducers feel that prices should come 
down next season. It has been re- 
peatedly pointed out that straight 
(Continued on page 54) 


Colman’s $150,000 
And 7% Disk Deal 


Ronald Colman is tabbed for 
$150,000 plus percentage of 
his share en the open-end tran- 
scribed dramat show, “Favorite 
Story.” which Frederick W. Ziv Co, 
is seiting up in a 52 half-hour series, 
Ziv is going all out on the 
with John L. Sinn, gen. mer., acting 
as producer, and company ringing 
in showbiz top names as selectors of 
their “favorite stories” for drama- 
tization. Show is looked on to have 
a three-year pull, with options set 


sales as 


series, 


on it for two more years after that. 
Colman will narrate all and act 
in some. He'll narrate first two, 


Playing lead in the third, 
de Bergerac,” and fourth, 
for the Night.” First two 
‘Diamond Lens” and 
Women.” Scripters-directors 
Lawrence and Bob Lee are doin 
adaptations on the Coast. 


“Cyrano 
“Lodging 

will be 

“Little 
Jerry 
g the 
Perma- 


nent cast includes Janet Waldo, Wil- 
liam Conrad, Edmund, MacDonald, 
Ben Alexander, Norman Field, 
Frank Lovejoy, Joan Loring. Frank 
Graham, Earl Robinson, Adele Long- 
mire, Jeff Corey, Joe Kearns and 
Pegey Webber. 


METRO’S BUILDUP IDEAS 
FOR BEATRICE LILLIE 


Metro’s Arthur Freed has Beatrice 


Lillie on the agenda for a buildup 
in several pictures, for her special 
;comic talents, .providing the, right 
|scripts can he found. This is the 
pesult CL 1 ee sole ginter’s Coast 
vietus whs ’tienne and 
Metro directur ©. d “Zinelli, with 


(Continued on page 47) 
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Coast Is Out as Video High Seat, Sez 
Royal; High Costs Deciding Factor} 


Hollywood, which has long been # 


touted by Coast television officials 
as the coming centre of the video 
industry, will never attain that dis- 
tinction, in the opinion of John F. 
Royal, NBC executive veepee over 
tele. 

Coast touters have played up the 
fact that the best production, as well 
talent is currently cen- 
Hollywood, but the tre- 
involved in staging 
idea of a good show, 
pegged as they are to film produc- 
tion techniques, rules out the Coast 
cente) since tele can’t 
terms, Royal 


as acting 
tered in 
mendous 


costs 


Hollywood’s 


possibility 
operate on such 
thinks. 

Conceding that the amount of 
talent available on the Coast was 
one of the prime reasons for Holly- 
wood’s having become so important 
to radio,. Royal declared that pro- 
duction costs would be the deciding | 
factor in video. . If tele. can’t go 
along with Hollywood's idea of costs, 
then talent will go wherever the 
stage is, which Royal | predicted 
would be New York. He envisaged, 
consequently, an eventual migration 
of top talent from the Coast back to 
N. Y., where costs can be kept to a 
minimum, even if the actors “have 
to get along with less sunshine.” 

Other 'N. Y. tele officials have also | 
scoffed at the idea of the Coots 


Chicago, April 22. 
Joe W. Kelly, quizmaster of the 
‘radio “Quiz Kids” program, 


| emptied a 38-caliber revolver at two 


quired eight stitches to close, was 





Quizmaster Joe Kelly 
Slays Thug in Home 





burglars in his home-here last night 
(Mon.). 

One got away. Police found the 
other one dead of a bullet wound — o ? 
in his neck in Kelly’s backyard. He 253rd WEEK! 


was identified as Harold G. Fran- : é E ane 

sen, 25-year-old ex-convict. KEN MURRAY S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 

E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 

..“It’s the fun spot of Los Angeles. 


Really a permanent laugh insti- 
tution.” 








Joe Laurie, Jr., Still Not 


Fully Recovered From 
Assault of a Week Ago 


Two men who beat up Joe Laurie; 
Jr., radjo comedian and Variety col- 
umnist, on a New York street last 
Wednesday (16) night, were s¢hed- 
uled for arraignment yesterday 
(Tuesday) in N. Y.’s felony court. | 
Laurie himself, who is presently re- | 
cuperating at his home in Forest- 
Hills, N. ¥., from cuts over his left | 
eye and on his right knee, which re- 


RANDOLPH SCOTT. 


Dewey Signs Bill 











Albany, April. 22. 
Long fight to effectuate a uniform, 
state-wide system for ihe appear- 
ance of children under 16 in stage 
performances, motion pictures, cir- 


unable to appear at the hearing. - 
Laurie and a friend, Clarence A. 
(“Chick”) Cohen, a former Tucson 


On Moppet Actors 


eventually becoming the video center | -nortswriter, were walking up 8th 


of the nation, but for various other | avenue in front of Madison Square 
reasons. Chief among these is the | Garden when they were jumped by 
fact that the majority of top sports |two layoff cabdrivers, who admitted 
events are staged in N. Y., which to | they'd “had a few too many” and 
date have offered tele its most ap- frankly told the police were “looking 
preciated programming fare. N. Y.|for trouble.” The comedian was 


cuses, radio, television programs 
and the like, reached a _ successful 
;end.when Gov. Dewey signed the 
| Mahoney-Finch bill. 

Measure provides for issuance, on 
a fixed-time basis, of permits by lo- 


acer will become so accus- | 
omed to tuning in their local sta- 


coaxial 
N. Y. broadcasters will have a toe- 
hold on them. In addition, the rest 
of the country will be forced to 
look to N. Y. for its sports pro- 
gramming. 

Steadily-increasing renascence of 
film production in the east is also 
expected to be a prime factor in re- 
taining Gotham’s hold on the indus- 


_try. With film production costs in 


Hollywood so high, as Royal has 
pointed out, the Coast’s leadership 
for tele in that department is almost 
negligible. Enough independent film 
producers are now operating in N. Y. 
to provide for tele’s needs at a cost 
acceptable to the new industry. In 
addition, 
studios in N. Y. will provide what- 
ever facilities are needed for more 
elaborate motion picture work. 


Fact that the majority of broad- 
casters who will eventually have 
network getups have teed off their 
operations in N. Y. has also given 
the east a foothold on the industry. 
With advertisers seeking the great- 
est market area for their tele spend- 
ing, they’ve naturally concentrated 
on N. Y, to date, which indicates that 
Chicago might beat out the Coast as 
the next spot in the nationwide ex- 
pansion. 





Neil Agnew, Fred Uttal’s 
Dual Wedding Ceremony 


Neil Agnew took a French bride 
at a very hush-hush double cere- 
mony on his farm at Southbury, 
Conn., April 12, it has been learned. 
Selznick distribution chief met his 
future wife, Henriette Viseux, while 
on a business trip to the Continent 
last fall. She came to the U.S. about 


six weeks ago, preparatory to the | 


wedding. 

Also married at the dual ceremony 
were radio producer Fred Uttal and 
radio actress Joan Barton. Uttal has 
a farm next to Agnew’s and an of- 
fice in the same building with him: 
the double wedding apparently mak- 
ing their neighborliness compiete. 


Agnew was divorced from actress | 


Arlene Francis about two years ago. 


Roadshow Boys 


Bing Crosby and his touring side- 
kick Bob Hope have hit the road 
again, this time domg a 15-minute 
recording for the U. S. Treasury 
savings bond drive, appropriately 
titled “Road to Security.” 

Takeoff on their typical “Road” 
pix, program is one of Treasury's 
“Guest Star” series, including a 
chorus and Dennis Agay’s orchestra 
in a quarter- cng and ban- 
ter. Disk, made recently in Holly- 
wood, will be on the air about June- 
July. 


| struck his head on a curb and suf- 
tions. by the time the coast-to-coast | 


network is established that ' Cohen 


RKO-Pathe’s new Harlem , 


cal boards of education or desig- 
nated officials, where appearances 
are not considered injurious to the 


knocked. to the ground, where he 


‘fered considerable loss of blood. | child’s physical or moral well-being. 
tangled with the pair andj Church, school and amateur per- 
succeeded in holding one of them | formances are exempted. 


until the police arrived. Other man 
|ran down the street, where he en- 
tered a free-for-all then in progress 
' and was stabbed before being picked 
up by cops. 
| Laurie and Cohen were taken to 
Polyclinic Hospital for treatment of 
| their injuries, when the second man 
was brought in-and promptly identi- 
.fied by Laurie. Latter, incidentally, 
| wanting to avoid publicity on. the 
| story, told the hospital attendants in 
‘answer to queries about his identi- 
fication for the record, that his name |spite 45 years’ residence in Vienna, 
was “Jimmy Jackson.” “Okay, Joe,” |have brought wunsparing critical 
ome of the medicos said. “Just lie | blasts on aged operetta composer, 
back and relax.” |now living in Zurich. Vienna press, 
Because of his injuries, Laurie was | without reference to party politics, 
| torced to miss last Saturday's broad- | characterized Lehar’s action in terms 
|cast of “Can You Top This” over the | ranging from “cultural disloyalty” to 
| NBC network and won't be able to | “stabbing his native Austria.” 
appear on the. local airing of .the All here assume Lehar’s change in 
show over WOR (Mutual, N. Y.) to- | status is motivated by desire to pry 
| night (Wednesday). Ward Wilson is |AKM, Austrian authors and com- 
posers association, loose from hold 


‘slated to sub'for him tonight, as he 

‘did on Saturday, but Laurie will be | on his accumulated Swiss and U. S. 

| back on the show Saturday (26), X- | royalties which must otherwise be 
paid into AKM and transmitted in 


|rays taken of his head revealed he 

| did not suffer a concussion. form of Austrian schillings. Since 

' Comedian also was forced to miss | citizenship change follows closely on 

a guest appearance on “Leave it to | disclosure in Switzerland of corre- 

'the Girls” last Friday (18)—as well |spondence with Gestapo, in which 
Lehar refused to 


jas its postponement to this Friday— 
Jewish colleagues, his popularity— 


land a special testimonial at the 
|Lambs Club that was to have been jor lack of it—in Vienna has just 
tendered him, Dan Healy and Taylor jabout hit bottom. 

Amount of dollars and Swiss 


, Holmes, titled the Twirling '20’s. Men 
francs involved is unknown here, 


|}who attacked him and Cohen were 

| held in $500 bail in felony court after | but since Lehar suffered no financial 

the fracas. or property losses during war years, 
when he was Hitler’s “favorite com- 


Securing Citizenship 
From Hungary Snares 





Vienna, April 7. 

Announcements in Berne and Bu- 
dapest that Franz Lehar, “Merry 
Widow” composer, has sought and 
obtained Hungarian citizenship de- 








Benny Heads Talent assumed he doesn’t need the money 


| For Texas City Benefits '0° ®*ly. He's been living in tux- 
; y in Zurich's best and most expen- 

Hollywood, April 22. sive hotel, Baur au Lac, since shortly 

Jack Benny and Phil Harris are | pefore end-of the war. 
due to fly to Texas after their/and Austria generally badly need 
broadcasts next Sunday to appeat ‘the foreign exchange. Lehar has 
in a pair of benefits for the Texas | peon an AKM member for 45 years. 
City survivors. Galveston on Mon- | Although born in Hungary in days 
day and Houston on Tuesday are ;of Austro-Hungarian , 
the dates. fassumed Austrian 
Bid tor Benny came directly from | ;esidence in 
General Eisen sower. The comedian | war I In 1938. at time of Nazi grab 
Will round up the Hollywood talent. | o¢ Austria, Lehar was Austria’s big- 
| Best taxpayer and proud of it. Local 
daily, New Austria, says: “When the 
Marjorie Reynolds is taking time | Vienna opera was burned out and 
off from her film chores to join | the ration dropped to 1,200 calories, 
Bunny's vaude troupe which opens | Lehar, forgetting the public who had 
May 9 at the Chicago theatre, Chi- | launched most of his world successes 
cago, and moves to the Roxy, New \to acclaim, took his foreign money 
York, May 23. 'with him and moved to the comfort 
Previously booked were Phil |of Switzerland. One lives better 
Harris, Rochester and the Sportsmen | there, that is certain. But there are 





monarchy he 


citizenship with 


Marjorie Reynolds to Jein Troupe 


Quartet. duties beyond the value of a good 
Rochester will go out as head of a/cinner. Austria desperately needs 
vaude package after he winds up |Lehar’s financial help today and we 


with Benny. Sepian has been |see no excuse but money for his de- 
beoked for the Regal theatre, Chi- | sire to get out ef the AKM at any 
caso at the head of a show, rest of | price in self respect.” 

which is still to be selecte’. Roches- | Supposed here that AKM will fight 
te.’s Neval date calls for $8.500 plus|the Lehar action in courts, but in- 
50°) of the take over $20.090. |tervening Easter holidays delayed 
i Other dates to ve lined up) | formulation ‘of plans. 


Critical Raps for Lehar 


come to aid of 


poser” despite his Jewish wife, it's 


Both AKM 


Flagstad’s N.Y. SRO More Like 
A Political Rally Than a Concert 





Stork Man’s Top Rating 


Every man to his racket, a8 
witness Sherman Billingsley’s 
crack to columnist Leonard 
Lyons, with whom he indulges 
in a nightly windup game of 
ginrummy. Between shuffling 
Lyons spots this or that celebrity 
or upcoming celeb; whispers to 
Billingsley “that gal is .Para- 
mount’s new find, ‘and it would 
be a good idea to be nice to her 
now, as she’s sure to be a great 
star one day and will remember 
your thoughtfulness when she 
was an unknown”: or “this 
bright young diplomat is our 
next Ambassador to Some- 
where,” etc. All of which im- 
presses Billingsley to the extent 
of free champagne, perfume, 
etc. But the top Hooperating he 
could give Lyons for his per- 
spicacity was the time he said 
admiringly, 

“Gee, you’d make a wonderful 
doorman, 





Leonard!” 
} 








Financial Reasons’ 
Cue Cancellation By 


Cancellation of -Paul Robeson’s 
concert in Peoria, Ill., last Friday 
(18) was for “purely financial rea- 
isons,” according to Columbia Con- 
certs, his managers, and not for po- 
litical reasons, as claimed  else- 
where. Columbia did the cancelling; 
Robeson was not barred by the city, 
although the Peoria City Council 
passed a resolution a week ago op- 
posing his appearance as “an avowed 
or active propagandist for un-Amer- 
ican ideology.” Council claimed this 
on grounds that the House Un- 
American Activities Committee had 
accused Robeson of supporting Com- 
munist-front organizations. 


Singer-actor. was booked six 
months ago for the concert, to be 
managed locally by Allen Cannon, a 
violin teacher on the Bradiey Col- 
lege faculty. Canngn guaranteed 
singer $2,000, of which $500 
paid. Because of Robeson’s known 
liberal political views, a local -col- 
umnist started a campaign a few 
weeks ago against his appearance, on 
grounds he was a CIO sympathizer. 
A week ago Cannon approached Co- 
lumbia veepee Fred Schang, Jr., 
with fears that the charges would 
make the concert a financial failure, 
and Schang consented to cancel, re- 
turning the deposit. 


CIO groups got permission to hold 
a reception in Robeson’s honor at 
Peoria City Hall following the can- 
cellation, but permission was later 
withdrawn by the mayor when vet- 
eran and other groups protested. 
Robeson had intended appearing in 
the city to protest what he calléd 
“being branded a subversive with- 
out trial,” but was persuaded to call 
idea off. 


Pickets at Kirsten Flagstad’s re- 
cital in New York Sunday (20) in- 
cidentally called attention to fact 
that the American Robeson was 
denied a chance to sing in Peoria, 
while the Norwegian Mme. Flagstad 
was permitted to sing in N. Y. 





Robeson Defies Peoria 

Chicago, April 22.7 

Paul Robeson appeared last night 
(21) before a_ cheering, 
crowd of American Youth for De- 
| mocracy at the south side Du Sable 
High School here to discuss the 
Peoria affair. He said that he intends 
to return to Peoria (where civic 





Vienna after World|protest caused cancellation of his | 


concert) to speak and sing, if it’s 
ithe last thing he does. 

Robeson told audience that Amer- 
j tea is still healthy and free from 
fascism but that fascism is growing 
in many American towns including 
Peoria. “Bui you and your organiza- 
tion,” he said, “will be here fighting 
as long as there is an America. My 


, you see, I have a flesh and blood in- 
terest in your organization.” 





Thomas’ Pacific Concerts 
Hollywood, April 22. 

| Jobn Charles Thomas sailed on 

| Friday for a pair of Honolule con- 

}eerts next week. 

Flies to Austvana, 

j series of 30 concerts. 





May 3 for a 


was | 


overflow | 


son, Paul, Jr. is one of you and so, | 


+ By ARTHUR BRONSON 
Belief that Kirsten Flagstad is stil] 
far from clear of the political woods 
‘is prevalent in music circles despite 
her triumphant Carnegie Hall recital 
in N. Y. Sunday (20). Veepee of one 
of the largest booking managements, 
declaring the soprano made a mis- 
jtake returning to the U. S. music 
iscene, said his company wouldn't 
even now take her on, notwithstand- 
jing her current successful tour. 
i That the diva’s return was a b.o. 
| success was attested by Sunday’s 
iCarnegie sellout—a concert that ad- 
mittedly could have sold out twice 
lover. SRO at $4.20 top wasn’t Mme. 
Flagstad’s biggest Carnegie gate, 
j}however, since in prewar times she 
ihad stage seats filled with listeners. 
| Sunday’s concert—singer’s first in 
|N. Y. since she returned to her na- 
itive Norway in 1941 to be with her 
| Quisling-traveler husband, who was 
jaccused of doing a $25,000,000 lum- 
ber business with the Nazis—was 
one of the strangest in music annals. 
It had more the aspects of a po- 
jlitical rally than a recital. The 
audience was a fanatical, non-con- 
cert-type in the’main, whipped up to 
ja frenzy. Mme. Flagstad to them 
jwas a Cause. They gave_the former 
‘Met star a tumultous reception, in 
lan extended opening ovation stand- 
jing up, with bravos, whistling and 
foot-stamping punctuating each of 





Robeson i Peoria jner subsequent song numbers. Every 


‘number was applauded ecstatically 
| without regard for individual merit. 
| Aude was a mix of the plushy, the 
\concert-world and the curious, while 
{scattered conversation bits over- 
heard suggested a strong pro-Ger- 
jman tone. A couple people turned 
jtickets back that afternoon when 
jnoticing the pickets outside the hall 
|but otherwise the audience disre- 
|garded the latter. 

Dozens of pickets from the musi- 
‘cians chapter of American Veterans 
|Committee, Progressive Citizens of 
America, and other groups paraded 
jboth the 56th and 57th street en- 
\trances for two hours before and for 
jsome time after the concert, carry- 
ring placards denouncing Mme. Flag- 
stad, and chanting “The Voice of 
|Quisling in Carnegie Hall.” Cops 
were outside and in, but there was 
jno disturbance. 

Palpably nervous at first. the diva 
|warmed soon to her singing, and 
, proved the superlative singer she 
,was when she came over in the mid- 
‘dle ’30s to put the Met back on the 
ifinancial map. She sang an un- 
hackneyed program of Beethoven, 
iGrieg, Brahms, Wolf and American 
‘songs with the same warm, power- 
‘ful, vibtant voice and old-familiar 
‘tingling, challenging quality. Ar- 
|tistically she rated her reception, if 
| patently it was intended as some- 
thing else. 

This was the sixth concert in a 
/10-coneert spring tour. The Chicago 
recital was SRO; the Boston one not 
|quite sold out. Southern attendance 
;was bac. Singer goes back to Eu- 
\rope shortly for engagemenis in 
Paris, London, Zurich and Holland, 
returning to the U. S. in mid-sum- 
,mer. Consolidated Concerts Corp, 
‘managing her, reports strong inter- 
,est in next season recital bookings 
already, as well as reauests for ap- 
;pearances with symphony orches- 
i tras. No opera bids, from the Met 
\or the San Francisco companies 
‘(with whom she sang before) or 
jother opera groups, have been made, 
however. 





Berlin, April 22. 

Dr. Wilhelm Furtwaengler, noted 
conductor, has been acquitted as a 
Nazi collaborator by a German com- 
mission, an acquittal ratified by the 
Allied Kommandatura. Reported his 
first performance will be with his 
(Continued on page 38) 


Quiet, Men Drinking 


Sacramento, April 22. 

| Now there’s a soft pedal law in 
,the works here. It would be added 
|to the Health and Safety Code, re- 
;Guiring all commercial establish- 
ments such as bars, cocktail lounges, 
etc., which feature radio, phono- 
graph and, presumably, television, 
| jukeboxes, etc., to soundproof the 
| premises. 

It states: “Sound deadening ma- 
terial must be effectively used in 
walls and ceilings of cach and every 
commercial establishment where 
radio, phonographs or other sound 
amplifying devices are usec. Neglect 
or failure to comply with this re- 
quirement constitutes a 
‘ meanor.” 


Furtwaengler Whitewashed 





misde- 
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~ CUT-PRICE MOVE MAY HIT FILM 


2 
bf oe 


ongressional Stance, AFL and L.A. /PRES TAIMAN 'SMPE’s Larsen Predicts Theatre 


| 














+ 


Moves Cue End to Studio Labor Row CUES ALL Al?  Televisionin2 Yrs. With Industry Ai 


Hollywood's jurisdictional strike? — * Chicago, April 22 
which has dragged on for the past | With mounting Government -and ss In an off schedule meeting, Paul 
seven months may reach a solution | Leigh’ x ]7- Vear- Old Sub public pressure for an across-the- | Crisis in Pennsy J. Larsen, head of the Society of 
as a result of developments on three | mpi A a boards price cut in all industries sik ao, | Motion Picture Engineers committce 
fronts this week. Events occurring | With Jean S} me pril 2 ; | which reached its peak in President | - Philadelphia, April 22, on theatre television, said that for 
i 9 ee a Artl ; . ‘Ra gars year-old J. Truman’s speech” in New York, | naned ar ag Theatre Own-/ the first time the motion picture in- 

| promise to clear the way to a finale aaert “-e sig* ae = Monday (21). film executives feel |°T™ % Eastern Pennsylvania has 
j OW are: peta, Laurence Olivier's “Ham- | theatre scales are under the white 











dustry is standing together in sup- 
on the internicine row are: opened a drive to enlist exhibs in 


ne grag Leta 4 at Dent , port of theatre television and, if 
2 ani ‘opress ade bv Con-/!/!et is now slated to rolla enham | ;; ;, a fig ‘urrently under way to settle 0 
1. Rapid progress made by Con light along with othe prices. | “ a oe ey a Ay to settle | siven FCC channel allocation, will 


a . : mace ‘ start J 25 yj 9 rg : _ nie at the —e athina |* . . 

gressional bills outlawing the | *'@P'ins June 25. Vivien Leigh Was+ they're carefully scrutinizing box- the fate of the popcorn machine. | be ready for the public within two 

jurisdictional type of walkout that |Tiginally intended for Miss Sim-| ora. prices, consequently, unde The Pennsylvania Dept. of Labor | yoars or by 1950 at the latest. Lar- 
e “nce mons’ role but Metro refuse ‘e- . ies he Re : stry, W | ‘e or _e pergy: Tig wis so innele 

the Conference of Studio Unions | fetro refused to re the impression they might be forced and Industry, without notice o1 pud- sen, on leave from Johns Hopkins 

pulled lease her from her contract. to cut prices although most of the lic hearing, has banned use of the | University to supervise a Naval re 

. . ~ , . . . “~ 8 S } s ; g t ¢ e 2 ? ¢ » x - : : Fs , " 5 

2. Disclosure by American Fed-| Deal for Miss Simmons’ services] biggies feel they’re in a_ better | POPPE 2 all theatres in the state. | search project, claimed that the the- 

‘ eration of Labor prexy William | was finalized Monday (21). Actress | position than other industries since] . An appeal from the ruling is be- | atre industry had no alternative but 

Green that studio unions _ will pabor appear opposite Olivier who'll] film b.o. prices have never rocketed | '”> pressed by Allied. ito enter the video field because of 

huddje next month to work out a/portray Shakespeare’s melancholy | to the same high level. l the direct competition television will 

| sive it. 

| 


formula for settling jurisdictional | Dane as well as produce the film. Although no industry executive ‘ ° * 
battles without strikes. ; , would permit himself to be quoted Prior to the FCC hearing on Feb. 
‘ ‘ hing seine { ml. | . he ‘ 7 4 
3. Launching of a series of co! for fear of being accused of “cry 4, the film industry did not support 
~ Isa MPE recommendations for televi- 


lective bargaining huddles yester- | wolf” tactics, a check by VARIETY 


day (Tues.) among major producers Brisson-Russell discloses a pessimistic consensus. One sion channels, but since then Eric 
and representatives of the Carpen- ' bic ae ve teen 0. | waw S. Johnston, Donald Nelson and RKO 


executive averred the “industry 
ters Union in the hope of solving been whistling’ in the dark long | have applied for the same frequen- 
cies that SMPE felt should be ailo- 


the long-winded strike. . enough” and that it had better wake 
Step No. 3 was brought about by 1X ll e ] 10ns: up to reality. before it’s too late. - cated to the industry, Larsen pointed 
an invitation telegraphed to Joseph 9 A similar attitude was keynoted H | d Fil | out before the FCC that television is 
Cambiano, international veepee of . by one homeoffice sales chief, who 0 yYwoo ! ms motion pictures and that unless FCC 
the Carpenters, by Joseph Boren, ad ° nd declared the public has apparently | all llocates channels to the industry, 
recently appointed chairman of the Inancing la begun to resent the fact that most Excessive tippling is the No. 1/the same fate that happened to 
(Continued on page 18) other industries have started a price-|squawking point of the American | vaudeville by the supplanting of mo- 
F ere i Py ee ed cutting campaign to boost profits | public against Hollywood films. At tion pictures, would happen to. mo- 





“eee 9 a. Holly wood, April 22. whereas film executives sit idly by |least it is far and away the item | tion pictures themselves. FCC has 
| Griffis Dantaih About re “ol eee Snaeeme oe bemoaning the business letdown. which draws most letters of protest | made no decision yet, but action is 
; é his to Ribonts Mery ye tn dg oe ° “Quick glance at retail ads in any |to the Motion Picture Assn., check expected within the next month. If 
Hitler May Jam His OK Biddle, has b ar . rae Sete daily newspaper will show what [| revealed last week. (Continued on page 18) 
» has been turned down by] mean,” this spokesman declared. According to a recap made by —_——_—_—__— 


Independent Artists, Frederick Bris- *“Here’s a store advertising ‘spectac- | Kenne ‘lark, M blic rela- . ‘ 
As Warsaw Ambassador seererennnd Russell indie. Instead,| uiar sale: another says oni ai ae paw erased eam ae Loew-Selznick S Tests 
Washington, .April 22. te eo ae Rs 0 through values; another, ‘special buy. I|pbeefs received by the Association, (0) D if 
Strong possibility exists here that Thhene init “. _. ae sa product. | know it's always been said that the gripes against glass-hoisting out- | hn vue Cues 90c-$1.25 
Stanton Griffis, chairman of the emainder will come through bank | §1m industry is different from other 


loans : number the second largest cause of | e 
Paramount executive committee and : , . , (Continued on page 21) complaints by about six to | As Probable Top Prices 











a New York investment banker, may Reese through Boancial backing, is “ai anes |No, 2 squawk is that films are a 
never be confirmed as ambassador Tee a. partics ating snterom _ vontributing cause to juvenile delin-|,. . : 

to Poland. According to one influen- Duk yrs I ony aa ome mado All 5 Newsreels Break quency. That's rather broad clas- ble pr ween és to excessively Jacked~ 
tial member of the Senate Foreign @ deal was turned down because siftation inte which the MPA teases |” admission prices, Loew's and the 
Relations committee it will take | the estate of the tobacco tycoon Pi 4 dD h § a wide variety of complaints Selznick Releasing Organization are 
strenuous action by the White House wanted too large a chunk in the yo e ge an 0 on-t e- pot Objections to excessive drinking fuaning, two test engagements this 
and the State Dept. to get the com- producing company. Before closing 1 week to determine a price policy for 


? ; , : : : ° in pictures reached such a peak a |,, : " i ; 
mittee to act favorably on his nom- with BRO for Snaneing relegee, LA Shots of Texas Disaster few months ago that they became wan In She. Sun," s eo goer 
- Ss al other = : ou soew dates May 7. Experi- 
held negotiations with several ot ‘Continued: Si n page 16) about 70 I lates M k 


With increasing indication of pub- 








ination. : ; ee, 

Trouble centers about a remark releasing outfits. Long standing agreement among mental bookings are at Loew's 

ny , ea a ee the five newsreel companies not to i A a Rochester. Rochester. N. Y. and 
Griffis is said to have made several ns prey be ae all ster, ster, N. Y., 
issue special editions was mutually Loew’s State. Syracuse. N. Y. 





years ago at a priv i - party spear 

x he York W cclin balatione L.A SCHOOL SUPT SAYS broken last week for the first time | Wanger Urges Million Tap in the two houses is 90c. until j 

committee has held three or four| : at ae ee See = eee E p.m. and $1.25 thereafter. That's ; 
ie FILMS GOOD FOR KIDS City explosion disaster were simul 0 set a y 00 | apparently not considered too high 


closed hearings at which persons ; : , , i iit 
~ taneously released by all firms by theatregoers in the two towns, 














who attended the dinner have tes- , : sai - Hollywood, April 22. Ps: ; 

fn ; : , throughout the east Thursday (17) . » Al siti nl (sia ah, Sheen 

ra ye effort to find what he Films Si followed by complete national dis. | Annual industry-wide public oe wees ihe Ag So ay a gy 
Cany aia say. . ls Bike way . cee” ens + aC- | tribution by Saturday (19). Original| tions program costing a million|) 1 oO. ona oP Age 
General agreement is that Griffis parr bs ag ha Py Kersey, gl | pact was . ner of a wartime | dollars has been suggested by Walter rao 4B ae ptt 

spoke warmly on the efficiency and —— ent of Los Angeles | city |arrangement by the reels where | Wanger in addressing the Hollywood gavements on ‘the cant tind -aleee 

ability of the Nazi dictator. One —— ths This hip wactsiga at. pic wenger eacle agreed not to scoop the other. | Ad club. Proposed campaign would circuits 

ee ae told me comnmnamee = "aah oS ee ees With regular staffers augmented present the industry in a fair light, “Duel” is holding over for a sec- 
at Griffis claimed Hitler was “the | pr & BEE ACCUSING TOny W008 | by freelance men, most companies | offsetting propaganda. (Continued ee pane 18) 

} hear nr er aren he knew of. Griffis Ce ee om Geency, had crack lensmen on the scene Wanger said that he doubted if 

denied this, stating that he said Hit-|was ¢xpressed during the national soon after the first explosions | any industry has been maligned as ———————— 


ler was very smart and should be convention of American city school aboard the French freighter Grand | Hollywood has, and yet has done 


watched. jsuperintendents. At a motion pic- (Continued on page 21) so little about it. 
At any rate there is enough con- |ture dinner, attended by more than tia Mae Oe rs Fee eS BERS BOE 
. ses leé . . eee . 

fusion over the matter for the com- | 200 prominent educators and indus- 


mittee to feel that the nomination |try leaders, Dr. Kersey said: ° | B ffi ~ oS ee Trade Mark 
+ ; rac i Registered 
should be shelved and nothing done “The motion picture’ industry, Nationa OxXO 1¢ce ul \ ey FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
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about it unless there is considerable (through its own system of self-disci- ~- meg Published Weekly by VARIETY, Ine. 
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tion this stanza as compared with | and Philadelphia. 

| . -_ mar) P 
recent im»oroved grosses. Unusually Strength shown by ““Apley.” with 
|dates in only some nine theatres, 


PRESIDENT IN 30 DAYS workers: other educators and parent- 


teacher organizations, has shown that 


= 1% . ; 
Uni sea = 8 ass Vol. 166 iA a, ; No. 7 |i 
Inited Artists owners Mary Pick-| motion pictures are not a significant ay. 


cold weather, snow and rain is 
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OK Reception of Roach's 50-55 Min. 
Streamliners Gets Him New UA Deal 


Sneak preview last week for? 
United Artists’ execs of several of 
Ha! Roach’s abbreviated features re- 
sulted in UA board’s okaying a 8ix- 
picture releasing deal with the pro- 
ducer last Thursday (17). Contract 





Vaccination B.O. Blues 

New York  boxoffices, ' like 
many that have been vaccinated 
during the current smallpox in- 





served to take Roach off a rather noculation campaign, are getting 

perilous limb, since he had four of a bad reaction as a result of the 

the “streamliners” completed—with vaccinations. ° 

a reported investment of almost $2,- Some loss of revenue is 

0€0.000—and no release | ascribed to the fact that many 
Test screenings of the pix, which | are getting after-effects of the 

run 50-55 minutes, were made at the innoculations, and are  con- 


sequently staying out of public 
pla es. 


Globe, N. Y. With audience re- 
action good to the Cinecolor prod- 
uct, UA decided to take them on for | 
sale in packages of twos. When the | 


four in the can and the pair pres- 
ently in the works go imto distribu- MPF Sets Execs 
tion, Roach is understood to ceme 
up for a new deal, probably based In V = 
\ 








on full-length comedies, rather than 
the briefies. 

Roach had got himself into the 
tough spot of having the four pix 
on the shelf without a release, par- 
tially as a result of a deal he made 


with Walter Wanger last fall UA 
was not anxious to have the Albany, April 22. 
“-treamliners,”’ inasmuch as their Si Fabian was chosen trustee from 
peculiar length presents a tough | the Albany exchange district to the 
sales problem, but it was in the | Motion Picture Foundation, while 
threes of making a deal with | say) J. Ullman, upstate general man- 
Woeneer. _ {ager of Fabian circuit, was named 
Wanger, however, needed studio | general chairman of the. executive 


sp2ce and so he made an arrange- 


committee, at a meeting.in the Ten 
ment by which Roach would rent 


Eyck hotel Monday (21). Selections 


him half his studio in return for | were made after brief discussion by 
tying in release of his “stream-/|, }7-man committee which had been 


liners” with the then-pending UA- 
Wanger contract. UA agreed to ac- 
cept the Roach product on that 
besis, but then the Wanger deal with 
the distrib fell through and Roach 
was left holding the bag) Among 
other things, the studio space situ- 
ation greatly eased and Wanger was 
never foreed to take advantage of 
the facilities Roach offered. 

Four Roach pix finished are “Cur- 
Iv.’ “The Fabulous Joe,” “Here 
Comes Trouble” and “Who Killed 


selected at a luncheon of 50 local 
industry leaders, where Leonard H. 
Goldenson, Paramount v.p., was 
principal speaker. 

Fabian, president of Fabian The- 
atres, former chairman of the War 
Activities Committee, and now head 
of American Theatres Assn., will 
resign the Albany trustee’s post and 
a successor will be named, if—as 
expected—he is chosen one of the 10 
at-large delegates .at the national 
meeting of the Foundation in New 








Doe Robin?” 


MORE THAN 500 HONOR 
ED FAY’S 50TH ANNI 


York next month. 
Several changes were made in the 





gested. Joseph Rosen. 
branch manager, for instance, called 
(Continued on page 16) 





Providenee, April 22. 


Providence held ‘Me own ner Par’s ‘Perils’ May Have To 
awards last night ¢Monday) an ° ° 
handed all the laurels to Edward M. ‘Buck Pearl White Reissue 
Fay, local theatre owner, for Sis 50 Paramount's forthcoming “Perils 
years in show business. Affair was of Pauline” may run up against an 
st-ccd by Independent Theatre | actual: Pearl White starrer when it’s 
©-ners and the more than 560 whe| released next fall. Grand Interna- 
attended represented all phases of | tional Pictures, newly-formed out- 
e °rtainment. fit, is currently completing the 

sloners to Fay included a small) seoring on one of Miss White's 
bi t by Aristide Cianfarani. nation-} original eliffhangers and plans to 
alty-known sculptor: a citation from | release it in the fall. 
the National Foundation for Infan-| New outfit, which is headed up by 
tile Paralysis; citation from the| Wall street broker William RK. 
Shriners’ hospital for erippled chil- | Sheeky, bought the rights to “Mys- 
c-em: citation trom the Town Criers | tery of the Hidden Menace,” one of 
ef Rhode Island: a resolution paSsed | Miss White's early epics, from 
by the general arsembly at the re-| Pathe. According toe Grand Inter- 
quest ef Gov. John O. Pastore, and | national representatives, the film is 
@ resolution passed by the Provi-|the only original negative of the 
devce city council. silent star still in existence since 

Principal speak rs included Eddie! all others, including the original 
L..wling. who got his start in show “Perils of Pauline.” were destroyed 
b’z frem Fay. and former postmaster | jin a fire in the Pathe vaults about 
general Frank C. Walter. Meyer | 10 years ago. 

Stanzler, ITO's genc.:al ehairman,| Company plans to use as much of 
presented th: but te the showman. ‘the original film, eomprising about 
SS nEEnOans Aan EES , 25,000 feet, as possible in the new 

| version, which will be released. as 

a feature. To make up for the lack 


Rose Would Estor Meson 'of a soundtrack, G-I has signed 
Kellard, wi layed it 
From Other Engagements Fee iste in the tim: to narrate 


David Rose ye.icrdsy (Tve:.) | the reissue. 

aciked N. Y: federal court to forbid! Par has not scheduled a release 
James Meson from tating on any , date for its film yet but the release 
ficure assignments 2s film or stave | roster has been comp'eted through 
a-ior because of their current legal! August, indicating the fifm will 
fcud over : disputed contract.' come out some time in the fall. 
Should the court deny the injunc- Betty Hutton stars in the Par pro- 
tive order, Rose then asks that duction. 
Miason fork over $f,760,000 in dam- 

aes which the former estimaies he 








we ; , | controls holdovers. 
original list of 15 tentatively sug- | permit “Mitty” approximately a six- 
20th-Fox | months run if present intentions are 





would make on their,pzest deal to 
la ‘neh a producing company. 

Legal pitch was put in by Rese 
in an answer filed to te suii 
b cucht by the Britich acter which 
seoks a decision declaring the atree- 
ment. inked June 5 las‘, to be void. 
Acditionally, Rose’s answer requests 
the right to take Mason's eral testi- 
nic. v some time in May. 

“.19ng other charves which Ma- 
gor >resses in his suit, Briiisher a-- 
ses that Rose attempted “to sell 
hi» down the river” to Paramount 
without first consulting him. Rese 


few counters in his answer that he | 


d'ccussed the Par agreement with 
Mason and offered to let him out 0° 
the joint venture deal if the British 


_AMPAS All Set for Tonite 


U. S. Sevretor Francis J. Myers 
(Pa.) and Euscene Thomes, head of 
the Advertising Club of N. Y., will 
be principal speakers at the 30th 
enni dinner-dance of Associated Mo- 


tion Picture Advertisers at Hetel 
Astor grand ballroom tonight 
(Wed.). Bernard Baruch also is ex- 
pected as an henor guest. Howard 
Dietz, Loew's veepee and ad-pub- 
licity chief, will be member-guest 


, m.c., with Rutgers Neilson, AMPA 
| prexy. presiding. 


_ ploitation done during year will be 
'made at the affair. Charles R. 


| Denny. Jr.. chairman of the FCC; | 


thesp would take on the Paramount | company film presidents and indus- 


job. 


' try leaders wil! be on the dais. 





Annual AMPA award for best ex- | 


{ 











GEORGE GIVOT 


Burten in VARIETY said “Always 


a smooth perfermer ... number of 
clicko stories . .. fine singing voice 
.. surefire for old and new patron- 
age... new ingredient should place 
him in front rank consideration as 
singing star for stage and screen 
. -a fine showman.” 
Currently 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


—_—- —~—— 


Goldwyn Wants Astor 
Until N. Y. Showcase 
Is to Be Demolished 


Negotiations are under way be- 
tween Samuel Goldwyn and Maurice 
Maurer, operator of the Astor, N. Y,,. 
by which Goldwyn will have exclu- 
sive rights to use of the house until 
it is torn down next year, when the 
entire Broadway block in which it 
is contained will be rebuilt. Gold- 
wyn's “Best Years of Our Lives” is 
cu: rently housed in the theatre and 
will be followed by “Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty,” if the deal is con- 
summated. 


It is anticipated that “Years” will 
remain in the Astor until well into 
the fall on the basis of present busi- 
ness and the $17,500 figure which 
That would 








carried out for beginning demolition 


|mext spring. 


Gokiwyn plan is to release “Mitty” 
in the fall, depending upon avail- 
ability of Technicolor prints and of 
the Astor. Pic has been in~th- can 
for months. Lynn Farnol, Goldwyn 


pub-ad chief, and Ben Washer, pub- 


licity director, returned to New 
York over the weekend from the 
Coast, where they viewed the film 
preparatory to laying out a cam- 
paign for it. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


’ Irving Berlin . 
Bob Considine 
Jack Conway 
Rubey Cowan 
Bing Crosby 
Albert Deane 
Dolores Del Rio 
Jack Dempsey 
D. A. Doran 
Consiance Dowling 
Nathzlie Draper 
Lyon Fernol 
Adrian Fazan 
Fred Finklehoffe 
Frank Forest 
John Garfield 
Mareus Goodrich 
Leslie Gress 
Olivia de Haviiland 
Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus 
Jules Levey 
Howie Mayer 
Virginia Meyo 
Ray Milland 
Ann Miller 
Cuarles F. Morrison 
Marcella Napp 
Robert Nathan 
Florence Pritchett 
Link Quarberg 
Frank Riley 
Hal Roach 
Harold Redner 
Taft Scheiber 
Si Seadler 
Leonard Sillman 
Jules Stein 
D. W. Tiornburgh 
Mile Todd ° 
Ben Washer 
Cobina Wright 
Margaret Wycherly 


Europe to N. Y. 
Reg Connelly 
Al Daff 
Mery Martin 
Jee Seidelman 
Ceorge Weltner 
P. G. Wodehouse 


"J nthe 


Danger of That Top Price Ballyhoo 


Sometimes it doesn’t pay to be 


too specific in ads. Sam Goldwyn’s 


“Best Years,’ which is doing smash business in most sectors of the 


country, opened in the Dolle circui 


t, Louisville, Ky., at advanced prices 


and with giant newspaper ads announcing that the pic would not play 
at popular scale during 1947. When biz took a bad dip during the sec- 
ond week, RKO, pic’s distrib, wanted to repeat the Goldwyn stunt at 
the Astor (N.Y.) by slashing pices to meet resistance. 

Dolle execs clamped down on the move. They argued that the ads’ 


statement of no reduction during the year had cut off all retreats. 


The 


ads were a legally binding contract with the public, Dolle legalites 
maintained, and any price slash might bring on a flock of suits from 


disgruntled first-week patrons. 


SS 
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Eddie Albert Sinks 





50G of Acting 


Income Into Losmg lom Venture 





Mirisch’s RKO Chores 
Between Polon, Sherman 


No move, according to Sol 
Schwartz, v.p. and general manager 
of RKO theatres, is being made to 
replace Haftfold Mirisch, who re- 
signed about two months ago as film 
buyer for the circuit. Schwartz said 


the buying job is being divided be- | 
; tween Ben Polon and Bob Sherman, 
lof the RKO organization, operating 


under his supervision. 


Schwartz leaves tomorrow (‘(Thurs- | 


day) for Mexico City with his wife 
to visit RKO’s Churubsco studios 
and theatres, and then heads for 
Holly wood. On the way _ east, 
Schwartzes will stop over for a va- 
cation at Palm Springs, returning to 
New York in about three weeks. 


Why John Davis 
Won Out Over 





F. del Guidice 


London, April 22. 

With the smoke of battle over the 
resignation of Filippo del Guidice as 
managing director of Two-Cities 
Films finally cleared, it now de- 
velops. that easing of del Guidice 
definitely sets up John Davis as 
heir-apparent to the J. Arthur Rank 
throne. The 39-year-old Davis and 
del Guidice had been waging a two- 
year battle for the No. 1 
chief factotum for Rank, with vital 
policies of the organization at stake. 

The vast Rank group of film in- 
terests had been ranged on both 
sides of the undercover war which 
now ends with complete victory for 
Davis. In the fight, the necessity of 
building a lucrative U. S. market to 
insure profitable operations had 
buttressed Davis and his faction. 

The former Two-Cities head had 
persistently maintained at cabinet 
meets that the Rank organizetion 
should concentrate on great pix re- 
gardiess of moneymaking considera- 
tions. ‘His reprise has been “let's 
turn out top pictures and forget 
about their grosses.” “Henry V.” 
which del Guidice produced, was an 
example of the sort of film he ar- 
gued should get priority. 


Davis countered with his refrain: | 


“You can't sell Scotch woolens to the 
natives of hottest ‘Africa. If we 
make linens, they'll buy.” His group 
argued that pix must be aimed at 
the level of public thinking—not 
above it. That contention won out. 
so Davis is now in the driver's seat 
while del Guidice is off to follow his 
own ideas in indie production. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Maxwell Anderson 
Joseph Breen 

Aurora Roche Carlyle 
Jack Cole 


spot as | 


¢ The five pictures Eddie Albert has 
|appeared in since his release from 
} 

| the Navy a little more than a year 


| ago have merely been breadwinners 
jto keep feeding his new 16m educa- 
| tional and commercial picture mak- 
ling outfit, the actor said in New 
York last week. He admitted that as 
result of “a normal number of mis- 
| takes” made in getting underway, 
| the 16m project has cost him to date 
| $50,000 of his acting income. 


Unit appears at the moment, how- 
| ever,.well on its way to paying for 
|itself, which is as far as Albert— 
|who views Eddie Albert Produc- 
itions not as a moneymaking ven- 
j ture, but as a contribution to. world 
knowledge—hopes to go. Any profits 
will be ploughed back in, he prom- 
ises. 


In the meantime, the unit has 
piled up a rather formidable record 
of contracts for-a new commercial 
outfit, with 10 reels already finished 
for such clients as United Airlines, 
Universal Engineering, Illinois Tool, 
United Electrical Workers, Ameri- 
ean College of Surgeons, American 
Telephone & Telegraph and the 
State Dept. 

Those commercials, however, are 
only necessities to make possible 
Albert’s true love—sociological and 
educational pix. He’s now making a 
series, with the aid of the Ros: n- 
| wald Foundation, on proper police 
handling of threatened race rivis 
and minority problems. It will be 
distributed in the U. S. by law en- 
forcement agencies and in Germany 
by the State Dept. to show how r:- 
cial difficulties are treated in a 
democracy. Film is based on the 
Richmond, Cal., experiment. 


EAP is also making a “Human Be- 
havior’ series of six pix labeling 
“Understanding Ourselves.” Th. y'll 
take up the biological, psychologic:.1 
and sociological aspects of man. 
Also in the cards is a film to aid in 
the campaign against illiterary in 
Mexico. 

His $50,000 loss, Albert candidly 
/ admits, was only actually about $10.- 
000. The other $40,000 was the Gov- 
jernment’s rap in taxes, since hc's 
| operating under the “pioneer” pio- 
visions of the tax law. To encour:ce 
new businesses, that permits chars- 
ing off of personal income from a- 
other source to the infant industry. 
| Latter must be on a paying ba-is, 
| however, by the end of three years. 

Heavy losses he took early in the 
days of EAP, Albert said, were a 
result of his endeavor to complet: !y 
set up his own scenario, camera, ¢\i- 
|ting and other departments. Now 
| he just hires freelancers as he ce is 

them, claiming that also gives him 
access to better people. 

Working with him on a _ projiit- 
| participating basis, but holding no 
| ownership, are Remy Hudson, busi- 
;ness manager, and Jack Fletcher, 
_ head of the educational deparime 't. 
| Hudson was v.p. of Internation:! 
| Detrola, large Detroit parts ma’ '!- 
| facturer, whom Albert met while in 
the Navy giving a war bond sve ch 
at Hudson's plant. It is via his in- 




















Geraldine Fitzgerald 
Leonard Jovy 
Arthur Laurents 
Paul Lukas 

Milton Pickman 
George A. Smith 
Terry Turner 

Harry M. Warner 
John Whitaker 


| dustrial connections that EAP has 
| obtained some of its heavy commer- 
cial contracts. 

Fletcher, a former Washir 
|D. C., school teacher, was a fellow- 
officer at the invasion of Tara a. 
| Albert and he decided, while swe:t- 
ing that one out, that they couldnt 
xo back to a civilian existence thet 


ton, 





Peesy ne | didn’t entail more human siin:i- 
aoc — cance than their old jobs. Reoulk wos 
N. Y. to Europe that EAP was born when Albert 


Arthur Askey tee wrod assigned to Navy training 
Joseph | a 

Auerbach | Actor was in New York last week. 
Cecil Barker ,incidertally, to attend the conven- 
Anne Brown 


tion of the American Prdlic Rela- 
Florence Desmond tions Asm, where be was bisily 
. buttonholing Cee rctes tt ine them 
George Sebastian ee vi y eive th 
a" Sy a saes piteh veiat EAP films 
Kurt Weil could do for their outiits. 


‘ 
‘ ‘ 1 ; ‘ 
’ i i ) oni* ' 
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Important Republic Meeting Thurs. 
Will Shape Co.'s Production Course 


Highly 
termining the future production 
course of Republic will be held by 
its new directorate in New York to- 
morrow (Thursday). On the agen- 
da—although it is not certain a defi- 
nite decision will be reached—will 
be a discussion of the ratio of high- 
budget prestige production on which 
Rep should embark as against the 
bread-and-butter features and west- 
erns on which it was built. 

Prexy Herbert J. Yates will come 
into the meeting with. some first- 
hand information gleaned from the 
men who have to sell the pictures— 
his division, district and branch 
managers—during a series of three 
sales conclaves just concluded. It is 
understood that Yates took some 
careful soundings during these ses- 
sions on the type of pictures the 
field men would like to see made. 

That the Rep topper’s plan is to 
go all out on the production of big 
pix was indicated in his talk at the 
final sales meeting, held on the Coast 
last week. He declared that Rep 
had embarked on a policy of match- 
ing the highest bidder to get top 
talent, properties and producers, 

That’s in line with the feeling of 
some of the new directors“who think 
that Yates hasn’t gone far enough in 
the past in offering bait to upper- 
drawers production talent. Their idea 
is that the studio should turn out a 
moderate number of high budgeters, 
but with carefully thought-out b.o. 
values. 

Yates indicated at the first meet- 
jng of the new directors early this 
month his willingness to accept 


(Continued on page 20) 


Paramount Won't Sell 
Competitively Except In 
Situations Where Forced 


Paramount won't follow’ the 
course of most other majors by 
continuing limited competitive sell- 

~ ding. Company has decided to stay 
away from the decree’s method of 
peddling pix except in those in- 
stances where it may be required 
to do so by court ruling. Par an- 
nounced it will license its product, 
picture-by-picture nd theatre-by- 
theatre, “upon the merits.” 

“In so doing it will consider 
each situation, based upon the par- 
ticular facts,’ Charles Reagan, Par's 
sales chief, said. Par’s stand which 
followed a series of huddles among 
its top execs means the dropping of 
restricted competitive selling pre- 
viously practiced by the company. 
Heretofore, Par had used the bid 
method in the hot spots to avoid 
possible liability from exhibitor 
anti-trust suits and to warm up the 
new method for full-scale use by 
July 1. U. S. Supreme Court stay 
has made the reversal possible. 

As things now stand, Par will 
probably sell competitively in Chi- 
cago and Philadelphia. In Chi, the 
Jackson Park case’s decree, if sus- 
tained on appeal, regulates the 
method of distribution strictly in 
the windy city. Goldman decision 
in Philly prevents first-run licens- 
ing of major product without first 
offering it competitively to Gold- 
mah. 


N.Y. Exhibs Contribute 
326 for Greek Orphans 


Exhibitors’ luncheon held in New 

ork recently resulted in pledges of 
$32,000 for the War Orphans of 
Greece charity drive, it was an- 
nounced yesterday (Tues.). Under 
Supervision of Fred Schwartz, Met- 
ropolitan area chairman, followup 
efforts are being made to increase 
the sum with the objective of ob- 
taining one orphan for every theatre 
in the sector. 

Company home offices are also re- 
Porting success in their drives. RKO 
has raised over $4,000; 20th-Fox, $4,- 
420; and Universal, $2,000. Ned De- 
Pinet, Si Fabian and Jack Cohn, na- 
tional co-chairmen, havc issued a 
joint appeal that the industry make 
an all-out effort to put the $1,200,000 
drive over the top. 








significant meeting in de-* 


attain 





Siegel, Selznick Flirting 


Moe Siegel, who recently left a 
producer berth on the Metro lot, is 
understood to be negotiating a deal 
as studio head for David QO. Selznick. 
Siegel, prior to joining M-G, was 
production chief for Republic. 


There had been some talk in re- 
cent weeks of Siegel’s returning to 
Rep, as result of demands of an im- 
portant stockholder segment that 
prexy Herbert J. Yates name a top 
studio exec. It has been learned, 
however, that Siegel is definitely not 
interested in going back to the Val- 
ley lot. 





‘ 


Alex’ Reissue Dip 
Worries Showmen 
On Re-Releases 


Disappointment of 20th-Fox’s re- 
issue engagement of “Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band” at the Roxy, N. Y., 
this past week has showmen doing 
considerable pondering over what 
constitutes the b.o. values in the re- 
releases. While “Alex,” with what 
was acknowledged an excellent pre- 





| circuit in 


YANKS FRET AT RANK’S EXPANSION 





FEAR SQUEEZE ON 
Uo a. PIX ABROAD 


J. Arthur Rank is rapidly winning 
the Anglo-American sweepstakes for 
foreign theatres, and the results to 
date have Yank film execs fretting 
and worried. His acquisition last 
week of the Palace Amusement Co. 


| British West Indies, Jarnaica, coming 


only a space after picking up a third 
interest in the powerful Schlesinger 
South Africa, pushes 
Rank’s holdings above .the 1,200- 
marker. Meanwhile, U. S. companies, 
preoccupied with domestic problems 
and cagey over uncertain foreign de- 
velopments, have been forced to 
mark time. 


While Rank’s tremendous expan- 
sion hasn’t yet put the squeeze on 
American product, U. S. toppers fear 
that will come with the increased 
production of British films. It’s felt 
that sooner or later the British 





A Fast One on the Nile 


J. Arthur Rank was beaten 
out by a local Egyptian in Cairo 
on the Odeon trademark for 
which he’s known worldwide. 
The Cairo entrepreneur bought 
out a little theatre in that local- 
ity, switched the label of the 
house to the Odeon, and wired 
Rank offering to sell the name 
for a fabulous sum. 

Rank nixed the proposition 
and proceeded to build his own 
house which he's tagged the 
King Fuad. 





opening campaign, tallied a meagre 
$50,000 for the seven-day period 
ending yesterday (Tuesday) and 
was yanked, a pair of Edward Small 
oldies being reissued by PRC— 
“Kit Carson” and “Last of the Mo- 
hicans’—are turning in compara- 
tively phenomenal grosses through- 
out the country. 


No one is sure he has the answer, 
although there is general agreement 
that while the public is willing to 
patronize reissues in small houses at 
moderate admission scales, it wont 
pay Broadway first-run prices for 
them. Roxy date on “Alex” is con- 
sidered a noble experiment that will 
probably end efforts at tossing reis- 
sues into such top theatres, 


Only comparable engagement to 
“Alex” was Metro’s engagement of 
“Rage in Heaven” at the Capitol, 
N. Y., recently. That differed, how- 
ever, in that the pic had been seen 
by few people originally and the 
star, Ingrid Bergman, had increased 
extraordinarily in b.o. statfite be- 
tween the time of the original and 
re-release. 

Reissues as a whole have been do- 


(Continued on page 20) 


TED GAMBLE DICKERS 
TO ADD KEITH'S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, April 22. 
Ted Gamble, board chairman of 
American Theatres Assn., is negotiat- 
ing for purchase of the Keith’s 


theatre from Harold Mirisch and 
Arthur J. Steele. The theatre which 
Mirisch and Steele bought last 
month for $210,000 will be turned 
over to the duo April 30 and they, 
in turn, will hand over control to 
Gamble under present arrangements, 
Steele said. 

Gamble who entered the local 
situation with the purchase of 50% 
interest in Monarch Theatres will 
control all first run houses in In- 
dianapolis except Loew's when his 
deal with Mirisch-Steele is con- 
summated. He now operates the 
Indiana, Circle and Lyric. 

Mirisch-Steele bought the 1,300- 
seater from Keith Operating Co., 
headed ‘by Sam Roberts and Nick 
Boila of Chicago. The house has 
been the home of Keith vaude from 
1910 to the end of the era and then 
operated on combo policy from April 
1942 to last summer when it was 
completely renovated and reopened 
on a straight film diet. 

Gamble also operates a chain of 
theatres in Oregon. Mirisch formerly 
was RKO Theatres film buyer and 








Steele is a Florida operator. 





re eta aercoomnmiaatge 





studios will turn out sufficient num- 
ber of pix to crowd out American 
playing time in houses controlled 
throughout the world by the Rank 
organization, Rank, without calling 
time out, is quietly taking the ball 
away from the Yanks in both 
sterling and dollar areas of the 
world. 

By buying a 51% interest in Pal- 
ace Amusement, the British tycoon 
now controls the majority of houses 
in Jamaica. Henceforth, it’s said, 
those theatres will give prior play- 
ing time to British films. Moreover, 
it’s understood that Rank is eyeing 
the Mexican field, where 20th-Fox 
recently pulled out of the Del Norte 


(Continued on page 16) 


Zanuck Looms the Winnah 
In Anti-Commie Pix Dash 


Race to get an anti-Communist 
picture to the screen is-apparently 
being won by 20th-Fox, with the 
studio—unless objection is _ filed 
with the Motion Picture Assn. in 
the next few days—having snared 
the label “The Iron Curtain” out 
from under Columbia and “Soviet 
Spies” from under Andrew Stone. 
In both cases, the stunt was pulled 
by buying copyrighted stories with 
the desired or close to the desired 
titles. 

With Col holding priority to “The 
Iron Curtain,” according to the 
MPA title registration bureau in 
New York, Fox bought “Behind 
the Iron Curtain” by correspondent 





George Moorad, Margaret Ann 
Young, chief of the _ registration 
bureau, said yesterday (Tuesday) 


that that would probably give 20th 
the right to the “The Iron Curtain” 
title because of similarity, unless a 
squawk is filed within 10 days. 
None has been as yet. 

Studio filing the beef could force 
the issue to arbitration, Miss Young 
explained, if it could prove it had 
a picture in work and a substan- 
tial investment in it. 

“Soviet Spies” matter, she said, 
is a clearer case of the title*of a 
copyrighted book or article taking 
precedence over an original title. 
Stone registered “Soviet Spies” as 
an original two weeks ago, only to 
have Darryl F. Zanuck late pur- 
chase Richard Hirsch’s book with 
the same label. Since it is dubious 
that Stone could have much of an 
investment in it by this time, MPA 
regulations would give 20th the 
green light. 

Meantime, Metro is going ahead 
with “The Red Danube,” a tale of 











‘Duel’ Banned In Toto by Memphis 





Garnett-Vidor Indie 


4 Hollywood, April 22. 


indie production company with | 
King Vidor, with “White Jade” 
slated as the first picture. 
Garnett’s recent deal to make | 
“Jade” under Hunt Stromberg’s | 


banner for United Artists 
has been called off. 


New Korda-Rank 
Mid-East Accord 
Omens NG for US. 


London, April 22. 

Top-drawer distribution deal be- 
tween Sir Alexander Korda and J. 
Arthur Rank in which the latter 
would take over all of Korda’s dis- 
tribution in the Middle and Far East 
is close to the inking stage. The 
deal, it’s understood, is aimed at ty- 
ing up with a new Rank scheme to 
to sink $4,000,000-in an all-out at- 
tempt to gain a strong foothold in 
eastern markets for British pix. It 
may result in an easing out of 
American films. 

Both film chiefs are putting in a 


release | 
i 

















lot of time denying linkup reports 
but the liaison move is nevertheless 
well under way. The Rank organ- 
ization is conceding that the two 
outfits are having talks to see how 
they can get together to their mutual 
advantage besides that of the British 
film industry generally. 

Korda and Rank have been draw- 
ing closer together for the past few 
months. One indication is the an- 
nouncement just released that 
Michael Powell and Emeric Press- 
burger (Archer Films), will turn out 
a pic for Korda’s London Films, la- 
belled “The Promotion of the Ad- 
miral” sometime early in 1948, It’s 
the first instance of a Rank produ- 
cing company being permitted to 
make a film for the opposing camp. 

The two top filmmakers have also 
closed a deal whereby Rank will 
give Korda preferred playing time in 
the Odeon and British Gaumont cir- 
cuits. While the British Board of 
Trade has handed down a ruling 
which requires British theatres to 
play indie product, the Korda-Rank 
entente gives Sir Alex considerable 
more leeway than the letter of the 
law. 


JOHNSTON TO SEATTLE, 
THEN EAST FOR RANK 


Eric Johnston planed out of Wash- 
ington, Monday (21) for his home 
in Spokane, where he will spend, 
about a week taking care of his per- 
sonal affairs. It is uncertain 
whether the Motion Picture Assn. 
prexy will return directly from 
there to Washington or stop off in 
Hollywood. 

He’s due in New York, May 5, for 
an address to the India Society and 
May 8 for an MPA membership 
meeting and dinner to J. Arthur 
Rank. 


Blumenthal Exiting Ent 
But Retaining His Stock 


A. Pam Blumenthal stated last 
week that he would retain his stock 
interest in Enterprise, although re- 
tiring from the board of directors. 
It had been previously understood 
that he would sell his stock back to 
Enterprise and depart from the cor- 
poration completely. 

Scram from the directorate followed 
the New York and Hollywood finan- 
cier’s election as board chairman of 
Cinecolor. He declared that he 
couldn’t “conscientiously serve on 
the board of any one film company 
while acting as chairman of the 
board of a firm designed to serve all 














Russian occupation of Vienna. 








As Most Repellent Pic of the Year 


Memphis, April 22. 
“Duel in the Sun” was banned in 
toto from Memphis screens yester- 
day (Monday) by chairman Lloyd T. 


: | Binford of the local censor board. 
Tay Garnett is forming a neW| Branding David O. Selznick’s big- 


budget western as the “most repel- 
lent picture I have seen this year,” 
Binford ordered cancellation of its 
scheduled booking at Loew’s State 
May 1. 


“It’s vulgar, sexy and without a 


single decent thing,” the censor 
chairman declared. “It starts off 
with two murders and ends with 


two more murders. Woven into it 
are a train wreck, rape and a lot of 
other stuff that is positively repul- 
sive.” Binford said he expects to 
prepare a detailed report on “Duel” 
in which he says “I will tear it 
apart.” 

Print was flown here yesterday by 
Del Cambre, Selznick’s district saies- 
manager, from Dallas, and screened 
for Binford and one other member of 
the board, Mrs. Sid Law, by Cambre 
and William Kemp, “<ate’s manager. 
Mrs. Law concurred without com- 
ment in the Binford ban. 

By coincidence, “Duel” became the 
second Gregory Peck starrer to be 
ruled off local screens this month by 
Binford’s sniping. United Artists’ 
“The Macomber Affair” was ordered 
cut so drastically that Loew’s Palace 
cancelled its booking two weeks ago. 
Succeeding program at the Palace, 
a twin bill of Universal reissues 
comprising “Destry Rides Again’ and 

(Continued on page 22) 


Chaplin Price Cut Aids 
B’way Biz But Large Ad, 
Theatre Nut a Headache 


Charles Chaplin’s “Monsieur 
Verdoux” still has a long way to 
go to get off the nut on the cost of 
the house and advertising, despite 
a slight upturn in business the 
second week of the run at Broad- 
way theatre, -N. Y. Apparently 
helped by the cut in admission 
scales last Wednesday (16), the pic 
is expected to do about $30,000 in 
the seven-day stanza ending to- 
morrow night (Thursday), as 
against $27,000 the initial week. 

Total costs for the first two ses- 
sions will amount to better than 
$50,000, against total income of 
$57,000 of which United Artists’ 
25% distribution fee must come. 
Large space ad campaign in the 
New York dailies prior to opening 
and for the first week amounted 
to about $45,000. House lease from 
Shuberts calls for $5,000 a week 
rental, plus 2% of the gross. In 
addition, UA must pay operating 
expenses which amount to about 
$4,000 weekly. Also to be amortized 
over the 18-month period of the 
lease is the cost of installing sound 
and projection equipment. 


INDIE EXHIBS PREP 
$2,100,000 UJA DRIVE 


An independent exhibitors’ com- 
mittee to help meet the film indus- 
try’s quota in this year’s drive to 
raise $2,100,000 for the United Jew- 
ish Appeal was appointed Friday 
(18), following an organizational 
meeting of homeoffice chairmen at 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y. Sam Rinzler 
was named chairman of the commit- 
tee, which also includes David Wein- 








stock, Edward Rugoff, Harry Brandt, 


Julius Joelson, Si Fabian, Max A. 


Cohen and Leo Brecher. 


Homeoffice chairmen discussed 
plans for an intensive drive at the 
luncheon meeting, presided over by 


Matty Fox, one of the four co-chair- 


men for metropolitan New York. 
Barney Balaban is national chief of 
the UJA’s film division. 


Barker’s Quickie Abroad 


Cecil Barker, exec assistant to 
David O. Selznick, planed from New 
York, Saturday (19) for London. 
He'll be abroad two or three weeks. 
It’s understood visit is on talent 








film companies.” 


matters and in regard to opening 
of “Duel in the Sun” in London, 
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Wednesday, April 23, 1947 


IN TECHNICOLOR 


CORNEL WILDE » MAUREEN O’HARA in “THE HOMESTRETCH” in 
Technicolor with GLENN LANGAN * HELEN WASLKER ° James Gleason 
Henry Stephenson * Margaret Bannerman ° Ethel Griffies * Tommy Cook 


Directed by BRUCE HUMBERSTONE ° Produced by ROBERT BASSLER 
Original Screen Play by Wanda Tuchock 
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Dishonored Lady 
Hollywood, April 19. 


Artists release of Hunt Strom- 
eve (Jack Chertok) production. Stars 
res, Lamarr, Dennis O'Keefe, John Loder; 
features William Lundigan, Morris Carnov- 
eky, Paul CaVanagh, Natalie Schafer. Di- 
rected by Rabert Stevenson. Screenplay, 
Edmund H. North; based on play by Ed- 
ward Sheldon and Margaret Ayer Barnes; 
camera, Lucien Andriot; score, Carmen 
Dragon: editor, John Foley. Previewed 
April 18, ‘47. Running time &6 MINS. 

Madeleine Damien............Hedy Lamarr 


United 


Dr. David Cousins........ Dennis O'Keefe 
Felix Courtland..........-..-.-dJohn Loder 
Jack Garet......+eceeeee. William Lundigan 
Dr. Caleb......-seecee... Morris Carnovsky 
Victor Kranish...cceeeeesee- Paul Cavanagh 
Ethel Royee.....-seeeee-.--.Natalie Schafer 
District Attorney....e-- Dougks Dumbrille 
Mrs. Geiger........+++.-Margaret Ilamilton 
Defense Attorney....+--.++: Nicholas Joy 
Detective James Flavin 


This remake of the stage play has 
been weakened by censorship regu- 
lations but still has enough meat to 
attract femme audiences with proper 
exploitation. Production values are 
on the lavish side, Hedy Lamarr 
name figuring an aid in the selling. 

Hedy Lamarr character is more 
psychological than immoral and the 
film approach, because of taboos, 
lessens interest and clarity. Miss 
Lamarr’s work is strong, neverthe- 
less, and will help to carry picture 
through to good grosses. Plot still 
gets in shadowy implications _of 
character's promiscuous love life, 
mostly through dialog. 

Edmund H. North did the screen- 
play, based on the Katharine Cornell 
stage play which Edward Sheldon 
and Margaret Ayer Barnes co-au- 
thored. It tells of editor of fashion- 
able femme mag who's not getting 
the best out of life although appar- 
ently enjoying it. Mental despera- 
tion drives her to attempted suicide, 
a visit with a psychiatrist, and re- 
nunciation of old way of living. She 
meets a young doctor, falls in love, 
becomes involved in a murder but 
is eventually cleared for the happy 
finale. 


Male co-stars are Dennis O’Keefe 
and John Loder as the young doctor 
and an old love, respectively. 
O'Keefe character isn’t always even 
and Loder’s role is a bit too smooth. 
William Lundigan, Morris Carnov- 
sky (psychiatrist) Paul Cavanagh, 
(publisher) and Natalie Schafer are 
Ds roe among other principals. Mar- 
garet Hamilton rates some chuckles 
in typical rooming housekeeper role. 

The Hunt Stromberg presentation 


receives excellent physical values 
under Jack Chertok’s production 
wing. Robert Stevenson's direction 


is sometimes heavy-handed. Camera 
work by Lucien Andriot is good, as 
is production design and art direc- 
tion by Nicolai Remisoff. Brog. 
Chevenne 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, April 22. 









Warner Bros. release of Robert Buckner 
production. Stars Dennis Morgan, Jane 
Wyman, Janis Paige, Bruce Bennett; fea- 
tures Alan Hale, Arthur Kennedy, John 
Ridgely, Barton MacLane. Directed by 
Raoul Watsh. Screenplay, Alan LeMay 
and Thames Williamson; from story by 
Paul I. Wellman: camera, Sid Hickox; 
music, Max Steiner: songs, Steiner, Ted 
Koehler, M. K. Jerome; editor, Christian 
Nyby. Tradeshown April 21, ‘47. Run- 
ning time, #9 MINS. 

Tams We iaccs + 0c ceccces Dennis Morgan 
Ann BMime@id. ....oscesocccess.c Jane Wyman 
Fmily Cargon....ccsecccecoessss Janis Paige 
Bl Lamers... .cccccccccsces Bruce Bennett 
Fred Durkin... cesses eens dames’ Alan Hale 
Sundance Kid......seee++.s Arthur Kennedy 
Chalke y@. .cewcsccccecscccssses John Ridgely 
VANCE «v0.0 Caw Fbscrcecicces Barton MacLane 
PeOOM, «os oink Cabeuedeecessqpiuraes Tom Tyler 

Bucky. ... -cseceseccsvcsveterses Bob Steele 
Limpy Bill....«e« ..-. John Compton 
Single Jack..... .. John Alvin 


Timberline........ 
Miss Kittredge........cceeees-- Ann O'Neal 
Charlie... os. + dhioes s06 ~. «-Tom Fadden 
GDWAMPE] so ccc escdtdoessccwdones Britt Wood 


...Monte Blue 





“Cheyenne” carries a load of en- 
tertainment values that should give 
it a handsome wicket payoff.’ It’s a 
lusty, brawling western, crammed 
with quick, hard action, crisp situa- 
tions and good dialog. These factors, 


plus light sex dressing, insure its 
chances. ‘ 
Sturdy cast names deliver 


strongly under Raoul Walsh’s bold 
direction. Footage is fast, the action 
hard and realistic. Walsh contrasts 
action sequences with lightly played 
scenes between male and femme 
principals, an amatory detail that 
adds zip. Backing rugged movement 
are ace production values furnished 
by Robert Buckner, standout lensing 
by Sid Hickox and Max Steiner’s 
music score. 

Score has two pop numbers, “Go- 
ing Back to Old Cheyenne,” written 
by Steiner and Ted Koehler, and 
“I'm So In Love.” by Koehler and 
M. K. Jerome. Both are put over 
solidly by Janis Paige with former 
showing best. Miss Paige’s vocaling 
of “Going Back” is sock scene, made 
so as much by sexy barroom cos- 
tume as by canarying. 

Script by Alan LeMay and Thames 
Williamson is punchy, 


Miniature Reviews 


“Dishonored Lady” (UA). 
Average b.o. for this film ver- 
sion of Katharine Cornell legit 
starrer. 

“Cheyenne” (WB). Big, brawl- 
ing western with broad appeal, 
augurs handsome boxoffice. 

“The Woman on the Beach” 
(RKO). Unusual Jean Renoir 
film will depend on unpredic- 
table word-of-mouth. 

“Torment” (Oxford). Two 
Swedish finds, Alf Kjellin and 
Mai Zetterling, help make this 
Swedish film cliek; OK arty. 


“Francis the First” (French- 

Made). Fernandel in costume 
comedy; mild even in arty 
houses. 


“Courtneys of Curzon Street” 
(B-L). Anna Neagle in British- 
made Herbert Wilcox produc- 
tion; looks fairly good for U.S. 

“Clockface Cafe” (Safia). 
French-made small-budget film 
shapes as too wordy, too long 
for big biz in Amevica. 

“Triumph of Love” (Mundus). 
Austrian-made version of “Ly- 
sistrata” holds little for U. S. 
market. 








his heroics, tempering melodramatics 
with easy touch that helps. Miss 
Wyman’s role is a bit more dour but 
well done and sweetens towards the 
end when she falls for Morgan. Miss 
Paige is a delight as saloon singer 
who figures in the final payoff. Ben- 
nett’s role has minimum of footage, 
which he does well. Alan Hale, timid 
western sheriff, Kennedy, deadly 
killer, John Ridgely, Tom Tyler, Bob 
Steele and others in the outlaw 
gang, Barton MacLane are all good. 
Ann O'Neal, helps bit as western 
rooming house operator. 

Much of exterior was filmed in 
Arizona to get proper Wyoming at- 
mosphere for background. Art di- 
rection by Ted Smith does much to 
enhance rugged outdoor mood and 
other credits are in keeping to make 
this strong commercial western film 
fare. Brog. 


The Woman on the 
Beach 


RKO release of Jack Gross production. 
Stars Joan Bennett, Robert Ryan, haries 
Bickford; features Nan Leslie, Walter 
Sande, Irene Ryan. Directed by Jean 
Renoir. Screenplay, Frank Davis and Re- 
noir: adaptation by Michael Hogan from 


novel by Mitchell Wilson; camera, Leo 
Tover, Harry Wild; editor, Roland Gross, 
Lyle Boyer; music, Hanns Eisler. Trade- 
shown N. Y. April 16, "47. Running time, 
71 MENS. 

POGBY «oc ccc tc ccc seats co eb ebee o8 Joan Bennett 
BCOUt. .ccccccccescee @rccecersss Robert Ryan 
Td. ccwcccccccccecedeeceses Charles Bickford 
| Te TETTTT iT peveccoccs an Lasiie 
Otto Wernecke.....cccecssess Walter Sande 
Mrs. Wernecke.......eee..+--..-Jrene Ryan 
IGS vce cicecacsvcegadboesed Glenn Vernon 
EMYO. cb ccdscccscdeccesddeecces Frank Darien 
FIMMY . ccccccocseccccsspeseoes ....Jay Norris 





“The Woman on the Beach” is an- 
other original creation from _ the 
striking imagination of Jean Renoir, 
the transpkanted French director who 
did “The Southerner” a few years 
back. Its boxoffice merits may be 
limited by its disturbing strangeness, 
but artistically, the film is a tour de 
force bound to provoke a hubbub of 
critical controversy. 

Film is more mood than meaning. 
On the surface, it is a confusion of 
logic, a narrative drawn with in- 
visible lines around characters with- 
out motivation in a plot only shad- 
owily defined. But beneath, th®cine- 
matic elements are brilliantly fused 
by Renoir into an intense and com- 
pelling emotional experience. Patrons 
will sit through this one fascinated 
but wondering what it was all about 
at the finish. 

Joan Bennett and Charles Bickford 
names will help push this pic off to a 
good starting b.o. momentum while 
unpredictable word-of-mouth reac- 
tion will decide from there. Thesp- 
ing is uniformly excellent with the 
cast from top to bottom responding 
to Renoir’s controlling need for a 
surcharged atmosphere. In_ subtle 
counterpoint to the film’s surface 
vagueness, the settings are notably 
realistic in their size and quality. 
Choice camerawork sustains the 
film’s overall impact while sweeping 
through the entire production is a 
magnificent score by Hanns Eisler 
which heightens all of the film's pic- 
torial values. 

Basically, the yarn is a variation of 
the eternal triangle theme but it un- 
folds elusively through implication 
and suggestion, only occasionally 
emerging to the level of full clarity. 
In the film’s center, Charles Bick- 





| ford plays the role of a blind artist. 
projecting brutally strong and madly jealous of 


smart lines and situations with adult | his wife. As the latter, Joan Bennett 


flavor. Dialog avoids western 
cliches, using modern touch to 
heighten effect. and is particularly 
telling for both dramatic sequences 
and light love play between Dennis 
Morgan, Jane Wyman and Miss 
Paige. Based on a story by Paul I. 
Weliman. plot deals with adventur- 
ous gambler who takes on range de- 
tective chore for Wells Fargo. His 
assignment is to run down super- 
badman known as The Poet. Hamp- 
ering his job is Miss Wyman, wife of 
the heavy, Bruce Bennett, an outlaw 
gang headed by Arthur Kennedy, 
and other standard western barriers 
to law and order. 

Morgan does a forthright job of 


is a callous tart tied to her husband 
only through an obsession of guilt 
arising from her accidental blinding 
of Bickford early in their marriage. 
Third part is plaved by Robert Ryan, 
a Coast Guard officer stationed near 
the blind man’s home in a deso- 
late spot on the ocean front. He is 
-recovering from a mental shock ob- 
tained in naval combat during the 
war 

Film’s tension mounts with short, 
swift strokes as Ryan, doubtful 
whether Bickford is really blind at 
all, puts him to the test in order to 
free the woman. In a breath-taking 
sequence, the film's high point, Ryan 











walks Bickford to the edge of a cliff 


and abandons him to find his own 
way back. Renoir has modulated the 
whole film with periods of ominous 
silence followed by staccato violence. 
Only at the very end does the pic- 
ture collapse into conventionality 
with an unreal, happy and moral 
solution. : 

Bickford comes the full way up 
the comeback trail with his perform- 
ance in which he reestablishes his 
old pattern of he-man brutality and 
tenderness with more range and 
depth than he ever displayed before. 
Miss Bennett has been typed here 
in a part she has played before in 
“Woman in the Window” and “Black 
Angel” and she walks through her 
paces with ease and confidence. Ryan 
is a limited thesper but under Re- 
noir’s firm control, he registers with 


ja sensitive, accurate portrayal. 


Herm. 
Torment 
(SWEDISH-MADE) 

Oxford Film release of SF production. 
Stars Stig Jarrel, Alf KJjetlin, Mami Zetter- 
ling Directed by Alf Sjoberg Sereenplay, 
Ingmar Bergman; camera, Martin Bodin; 
English titles, Edward L. Kingeley. Pre- 


viewed in N. ¥. projection reom, April 10, 
'47. Running time, 95 MINS. 


CORRUER. <birthdis +0 sc 0d en ch ees Stig Jarrel 
Brik WERDER. «i oceccvcucaqutiots + Alf Kjiellin 
Bertha ....... ooee-+ee Mai Zetterling 





Headmaster........e.06- Olef Winnerstrand 
ee OS Gosia Cederlund 
EPOCOOE. « « clebewce Hugo Bjorne 
ee ee rrr rr? ert Stig Olin 
BET. WOR. cccbecdsStcaccces Olav Riego 
Mrs. WiGgren..ccccecsccsaceces Marta Arbin 
PROCEED 5s cc ccceececcevecs .Jan Molander 
eer Anders Nystrom 
Police Officer........-.«......Nils Dahlgren 





(In Swedish; English Titles) 

It was the work of Alf Kjellin and 
Mai Zetterling, boy-girl romantic 
combo, in this picture that won them 
contracts in English-speaking films. 
Their performances easily tip why 
they were picked, former by Selznick 
and Miss Zetterling by J. Arthur 
Rank. “Torment” represents a big 
forward stride for Swedish-language 
productions and measures up to the 
prize-award classification won at the 
Cannes Film Festival last year. It 
should do unusually strong biz in 
U. S. arty theatres. 

Picture shows what can be ac- 
complished at Swedish studios if the 
producers there add pace and pointed 
direction to their familiar smooth 
thespian work and sparkling photog- 
raphy. Alf Sjoberg has whipped the 
Ingmar Bergman script into a grip- 
ping tale of the growing high school 
lad whose first violent love affair 
ends tragically. 

This study of adolescent youth is 
full of more earthy episodes than 
U. S. audiences are accustomed to, 
but it’s possibly more effectual be- 
cause of this very fact. Scene where 
the colleg= tart induces. Kjellin, the 
high school student, into staying with 
her overnight pulls 


few punches. 
Even the deft shearing by state 
censors has failed to mar this 
sequence, 


Plot has Kjellin, as the hard-study- 
ing, husky student, striving to learn 
his Latin and appease an almost 
sadistic professor while keeping up 
his affair with the college widow. 
How this comely femme, favorite of 
others at school; is found to be the 
secret sweetie of the same mad Latin 
prof and dies during one of their 
drunken orgies builds to a powerful 
climax. It’s told with fine balance 
between lighter moments and melo- 
dramatic action. Unlike so many 
Swedish films, it is not weighed down 
with wordy passages. 

Kjellin appears as a real find, and 
should need little grooming to win a 
spot on the American screen. “Miss 
Ketterling also looks to be a future 
bet in England, her vampish college 
widow role here doing much to make 
this an unusual film. She manaves to 
typify the gal who likes her liquor 
-nearly as much as her men while at 
ihe same time showing that she had 
— real love in the high school 
ad. 

Stig Jarrel, who’s been in many 
Swedish pictures, has an unsympa- 
thetic part as the cruel, partying pro- 
fessor, and does it up brown. Olaf 
Winnerstrand, as head master of the 
school, and Gosta Cederlund, as the 
elderly professor, are excellent and 
top the excellent supporting cast. 

Original score by Hilding Rosen- 
berg helps stress the more dramatic 
episodes while Martin  Bodin’s 
cameraing is in the best Swedish 
tradition. Sjoberg’s direction never 
falters and has surprisingly few dull 
moments. ear. 


+ 





Franeis the First 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Noel Meadow-B. L. Garner release of Cal- 
amy production, Stars Fernandel. Directed 
by Christian-Jaque. Story by Paul Fekete 
Previewed N. Y., April 18 °47. Running 
time, 85 MINS, 


Honerin .. Fernandel 


La Belle Ferronniere 


. .Mona Goya 
hlenry VIIT.... .- Alexandre Rignault 
PEchss + cep nteededécddus vs Henri Rose 
Jules (ghost)..... ocecce INnOe! 
Casearon! ....... Genin 





lea Patlice......-. ooees el @montier 


Cagliostro dec ebeseoesooccess Mihalesce 
Se a ee ee 


..Ferval 
IE os 0 6 Was 606-0664.60600000668 Sa Faivre 
Bayard i vs COORD ECON Sh e080 4wEs ba" Amato 
Pn Oe MON, 0 s0datdasbe ds cadvies .Vitry 
De 0.04 cgecebees<tdivereseaeda Mareeni 
a. Se ae Seer ae Aime-Simeon Girard 


DOT Ors v2.00 css0cteaaect Alice Tissot 





(In French; English Titles) 


Despite having Fernandel, long a 
popular French comedian, in the 
principal role, this farce comedy is 
a disappointment. It seems to have 
been a mistake to cast the Parisian 
funster in a 16th century costume 





yarn even if the idea was to give him 
free rein to poke fun at the garb, 


_ The Captive Heart 


A reappraisal of J. Arthur 
Rank’s “The Captive Heart,” re- 
viewed in Varrery from London, 
April 10, '46, indicates the lim- 
ited appeal of this piaphte oe 
(Prestige) release. Film is gear 
for strong returns in metropoli- 
tan arty situations, probably be 
heightened by good reviews in 
the dailies, but b.o. efficacy out- 
side the big cities is doubtful. 

Artistically, the film holds up 
as well as other British imports 
that have become potent box- 
office items, but leisurely pacing 
and complicated story line in 
attempting to portray both life 
in a German POW camp and ef- 
fect on the homefolks, is likely 
to discourage patronage outside 
metropolitan. centres. 

Film, which ran 108 minutes 
in the London showing, has been 
trimmed to 86 minutes. Michael 
Redgrave does excellently as @ 
Czech with an English back- 

round who, in escaping the 

estapo, assumes the identity of 
a slain English officer, is cap- 
tured and “&nally' repatriated. 
Acting is generally of high 
calibre with staunch assists 
iven by Jack Warner, Basil 
adford, Rachael Kempson, Gor- 
don Jackson and Jimmy Hanley. 

There are sequences of news- 
reel fidelity especially in the 
camp scenes which were 
photographed at Marlag camp 
near Hamburg. Careful writing 
by Angus McPhail and Guy 
Morgan plus an expressive musi- 
cal score further help “Captive 
Heart.” Jose. 


ee ee eae it ee 


customs and people. Comedy angles 
are so thin and threadbare that it 
would have taken a much more ex- 
pert hand than Fernandel to make 
such a picture come off. The fact it 
is a Fernande] comedy gives it some 
slight possibilities in U. S. arty the- 
atres. 

Film shows Fernandel as a stage 
manager who aspires to be an actor 
in a@ ain gy carnival repertory com- 
pany. eartened by his failure to 
make good, he seeks relief from a 
hypnotist. Most of the remainder of 
story shows Fernandel as a renais- 
sance gallant back in 1520, but still 
using his silly smile and droll man- 
nerisms, and holding on to his pocket 
encyclopedia. 

It's this book that helps him to 
fame in the court of Francis the 
First. He teaches the king and his 
court modern dancing and card 
games. Perh-ns the most interesting 
scenes are the love episodes between 
Fernanie! and Francis the First’s 
mistre “mong the inane efforts to 
grab laughs is that ghosi sequence. 

Besides Fernandel’s clowning, 
Mona Goya, a bit on the chunky side 
for pictures, makes a fascinating mis- 
tress of the king, while Aime-liman 
Girard, as Francis I, and Alexandre 
Rignault, as Henry VIII, provide 
above-par support. Others worthy of 
mention are Henri Bosc, Sinoel and 
Mihalescw, 

Story by Paul Fekete is one of 
those things, while direction by 
Christian-Jaque is uneven and unin- 
spired. Chief flaw of the latter is that 


it permits too many slapstick inci- 
dents. Wear. 


Courtneys of Curzen St. 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, April 11. 


British Lion release of Herbert Wilcox 
Production, Stars Anna Neagle, Michael 
Wilding. Directed by Herbert Wileox. 


Screenplay by Nicholas Phipps from original 
story by Florence Tranter. Camera, Max 
Greene. At Curzon theatre, London. Run- 
ning time, 120 MINS, 

Catherine O' Hallaron 
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Ignoring highbrow critics and their 
acid barbs, Herbert Wilcox continues 
his prosperous way by turning out 
boxoffice bonanzas. The super crit- 
ical may argue that everything in 
this picture has been seen and said 
before and may cite Noel Coward's 
“Cavalcade” as a familiar predeces- 
sor, but the masses will flock to see 
this simple story of a man who mar- 
ried beneath him in the social seale 
and was darned lucky and happy he 
did so. Looks to be reasonably strong 
at U. S. theatres especially since 
Anna Neagle is no stranger. 

_Wilcox hasn't worried about any 
significant theme in this. He tells his 
four-generation story with smiles and 
tears, and that’s where he’s one up 
on many of alleged erudite British 
producers and directors who believe 
its a crime to put heart and senti- 
ment on the screen, Wilcox obviously 
enjoys seeing two people in love. he 
enjoys seeing them embrace, and so 
will the millions who pay for senti- 
mental entertainment. 

In addition, Miss Neagle (who 
makes her bow as co-producer) is as 
powerful a marquee name as there 
is over here. People here regard her 
as one of their own. Her co-star 
Michael Wilding is rapidly becoming 
a boxoffice bet. 

As usual with Wilcox productions 
the supporting cast has been chosen 





with care, and newcomers Daphne 


| Slater and Gladys Young make sig- 
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nificant screen debuts. Miss Slater 
18-year-old gold-medalist of the 
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art, ig 

to a long term contract with 

Icox, who has leased her to play 
Juliet in the Stratford Shakespeare 
Festival. Gladys Young has a fo)- 
lowing because of her radio success 
in England. 

Story runs from 1900 to 1945 
Michael Wilding plays the soldier son 
and heir of a baronet. He is in love 
with his mother’s maid (Anna 
Neagle). Ignoring his mother’s warn. 
ing that he is risking social ostra. 
cism, he flouts tradition and marries 
the girl. Climax to society's persecu. 
tion comes at a snobbish function 
with Queen Victoria present to hear 
first performance of Tchaikowsky’s 
“Symphonie Pathetique.” His wife, 
nervous, does not behave with con- 


ventional stoicism and has to listen 
to catty remarks about her k wly 
oe 

elieving she is handicapping her 


husband’s army career, the gir] 
leaves him, disappears to Ireland to 
have her baby son, and reappears 
under another name on the London 
stage. Rising from chorus girl to siar 
she is behind the lines in France 
(1914 war) singing to the troops 
when the two meet and are recon- 
ciled. From then on the story tells 
of the joys and sorrows of the Court- 
neys, ending in 1945 when their 
grandson brings home his yzirl who 
hopes her humble family won't ob- 
ject to her marrying into the aris- 
tocracy. 

An accomplished musical score 
from “Soldiers of the Queen” to 
“Lily Mariene,” marking the differ- 
ent years, is a decided asset io the 
picture and earns a bouquet for Tony 
Collins. A word of praise, too, for 
G. H. Mulcaster, unaccountably omit- 
ted from the cast list for a finely 
etched cameo. 

Picture is undoubtedly set for box- 
office records here. No film more 
British in style and sentiment ever 
has crossed the Atlantic’ It may call 
for a special brand of salesmanship, 
Cane. 


Le Cafe Du Cadran 
(‘Clockface Cafe’) 
(FRENCH-MADE) 

Paris, April 5. 


Safia and Dispa production and release, 
Stars Blanchette Bruney, Bernard Blier, 
Aime Clariond. Directed by Jean Gehret. 
Sereenplay by Pierre Benard and Henri 
Decoin from story by Henan; camera, 
Jacques Lemare. At Boulogne Studio. 
Running time, 101 MINS. 

DUOPUeE s etc ebesccceces ..Bernard Biier 
ie T3460 Rebae-< os Blanchette Bruneoy 
r\ Be =r ree .. Aime Claric ~ 
Me MRED 60.65 Smesiccscesvensce Felix Ouéare 





This small budgeter is much better 
than most current local films. -Well 
directed, paced and acted, it needs 
but little editing to make it a bet for 
international release. Wordy pass- 
ages may hurt for U. S. 

Whole story takes place in the Cafe 
du Cadran, a bistro which actually 
exists on Avenue de l’Opera, opposite 
Cafe de Paris here, where news- 
papermen hang out. Low cost of film 
is explained by the one set used and 
also by the fact that director Gehret 
knows his costs since once a produc- 
tion manager. 

Bernard Biier is excellent as pro- 
rietor who comes from the prov- 
neces and buys a Paris cafe which he 
begins soesnting with his provincial- 
looking wife. He tries to make her 
look more Parisian. When she buys 
finery on a scale he had not antici- 
pated, he does not scold her until she 
falls for a musician. But once he 


on jealous, he loses his mental 
alance and shoots her. 
Blier’s portrayal of the reliable 


husband, willing to work hard to 
keep his wife happy until forced to 
become bookmaker by her spending 
is one of the picture’s strong points. 
Blanchette Brunoy, as the wife, 
shows skill in changing from the 
simple provincial kid to the woman 
who learns to appreciate the finer 
things in life. Aime Clairiond, as the 
conceited fiddler who must try and 
show off before the young woman. is 
a bit stagey, but effective. 

Credit is due Felix Ouvrard as the 
babbling drunk who does not realize 
his talk causes a lot of harm. Balance 
of cast is okay. 

Benard shows a tendency to over- 
develop the extraneous roles, which 
might well be scissored. But even as 
is, this is a vivid character study. Di- 
rector Gehret, with Henri Decoin’s 
suggestions, has been able to keep 
things moving fairly wel) in the 
small set so that its continuous use 
does not become boring. Maxi. 


Triumph ef Love 


(“Lysistrata”) 
(AUSTRIAN-MADE) | 
Vienna, Apri) }. 

Vienna Mundus-Film production and ree 
lease, Stars Judith Holzmeister. 0. W- 
Fischer; features Hilde Berndt, Josef Meine 
rad, Paul Kemp, Inge Konradi, Mimi Sherb. 
Directed by Alfred Stoeger. Screenplay by 
Kaspar Loser; camera, Oskar Sehnirveh; 
editor, Anna Holiering:; music, Alesis Melle 
char. Previewed in projection room, \ jenna. 
Running time, 110 MINS, . 





(In German; No English Titles) 
Many stage productions have been 
made of “Lysistrata,” and the one on 
which Alfred Stoeger based this new 
film version fared okay when at the 
Insel theatre here last season. But 
in translating into a picture spectacle, 
the book has been extended an 
burdened with a sorry mess of new 
dialogue and an even heavier weight 
of highly modern, unmelodious 
music. As this stands, it has smal 
chance in U. S. and does not figure t0 





(Continued on page 18) 


b 





Se oan 





— 


‘ 
ro 
3 











ei eTr TS wwe 


ts MB wrti@maeterer wwe 


<—~ 


prvi 


jhier 
ineoy 


= 


iier 
Vell 
eds 
for 
ass- 


“afe 
ally 
site 
WS- 
film 
and 
hret 
duce 


pro- 
rov- 
n he 
cial- 
her 
puys 
tici- 
| she 
p he 
ental 


iable 
d to 
d to 
ding 
ints. 
wife, 

the 
oman 
finer 
s the 

and 
an, is 


is the 
palize 
lance 


over- 
whieh 





SS 





Wednesday, April 28, 1947 


VARIETY 
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ASCAP’s Seat Boost, Taxes, Etc., 
Finally May Hasten One Exhib Org 


Powered by 
tribulations, the sentiment for a 
single exhib organization to front 
for the theatre end of the industry 
is rapidly on the climb. The pre- 
liminaries for a one-front step are 
under way with exhib sachems now 
engaged in the sounding-out stage 
The overt acts towards that end 
aren't far off, it’s widely said. 

What's considered the last straw 
by many exhib leaders is the move 
by the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers to 
hoist seat charges in theatres. With 
the ASCAP licensing fees now 
sealed from 10c.-20c. per seat per 
year, depending on the size of the 
house, that organization hopes for a 
substantial boost which may almost 
double existing charges 

Exhib opposition to the raise is 
sizzling and organization heads are 
now seeking a huddle with ASCAP 
to keep the boost within bounds. 
But there’s a strong feeling that the 
disunity among theatre owners will 
play into ASCAP’s hands. As one 
exhib unit chief put it: “We're pay- 
ing the price for our inability to 
properly organize our _ business. 
There'll be a half dozen outfits rep- 
resented at any meeting with 


increasing exhibitor + 





| 


| 


| 20th-Fox at 





ASCAP and everyone of them will | 
have different ideas on what's the} 
fair thing.” 


Point is made by this unit chief 
and seconded by others that the 
unity move must be made promptly. 
Consequently, there’s determination 
to push it through before exhibs get 
too much of a beating from a num- 
ber of sources. With the idea of 
combining on _ taxes, censorship 
threats and other menaces to b.o. 
health, the mails and wires are hot 
on union now. 

Prompt Meve Needed 

Fact that taxes have reached the 
stage where additional levies are 
wreaking havoc to attendance fig- 
ures, is being played up ‘by the 
supporters of the unification move. 
With a flock of communities flirting 
over the idea of added amusement 

(Continued on page 21) 


Variety Club Convention 
Delegates Get Glad Hand 
From Pix Studio Toppers 
Hollywood, April 22. 
Motion picture studio biggies are 
extending a welcome hand to the 
llth annual convention of Variety 
Clubs, May 13-17, when 1,200 dele- 
Bates will be given the freedom of 
the city. Production executives here 
realize the importance of a conven- 
tion which brings outstanding ex- 
hibitors and distributors from the 
U. S., Canada and Mexico into close 
touch with the film studios. 
This attitude was expressed in a 
reeting extended by Louis B. 
yer, Metro chief: 
_“Symbolized in the spirit of Va- 
riety is the great unselfish heart of 
the American showman. In practice 
and tradition, he is always the first 
to extend a helping hand to those 
in want. I know of no fellowship 
so devoted to the finest ideals of 
humanity, and it is with great pride 
that I am privileged to share the 
Sincere welcome extended by the 
entire motion picture industry.” 








Gate-Crasher Pays Up $5 
Pittsburgh, April 22. 

An anonymous gate-crasher 
who wrote he wanted to pay for 
shows he saw and never paid for 
when a kid sent $5 last week to 
the Stanley, Warner downtown 
house, here. 

@harles Eagle, manager, imme- 
diately turned the money over 
to Rev. Paul Bossompierre, 
acting director of Camp O’Con- 
nell, sponsored by local Variety 


Club for underprivileged chil- 
dren. 
scheme nye xn bin at ss 








20th’s Pension Plan 
Cost $2,214,632 


New pension system set up by 
the outset of 1946 cost 
the company $2,214,632 during the 
year in operating expenses, Spyros 
Skouras, 20th’s prexy, told stock- 
holders in his annual report. Of 
that sum, Skouras said, $1,208,916 
was used to meet current services 
and $1,055,716 was paid out for past 
services. Contributions in the lat- 
ter category, he added, are expected 
to be completed in not more than 
eleven years. 

Some 376,532 shares of convertible 
preferred stock was turned into 
470,953 shares of common during the 
year, Skouras also said, while 165,300 
shares of common: were issued on 


employees of the company. 


scarcity of materials. 
sened the 


struction program “will 
ceeded with as circumstances per- 
mit.” 

In reporting a consolidated ‘net 
profit of $22,619,535 for the year, 
fourth-quarter returns of $6,399,720 
was disclosed. This take compares 
with $5,217,180 which 20th netted for 
the comparative quarter of '45 and 
$4,770,355 garnered during the third 
quarter of °46. 


Bicycler of ‘Hot’ 16m — 





Los Angeles, April 22. 
William “Scotty” Brown was fined 


William C. Mathes on the charge of 
illegally renting 39 16m films. He 
was ordered confined to jail until he 
made good on the fine. Sentence of 
the operatér of the Embro Pictures 
Co., which stores and services 16m 
prints for stars and directors, fol- 
lowed his plea of nolo contendere to 
an information filed by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 





Brown was picked up by the FBI 
|in the course of its Coast drive to 
| wipe out distribution of “hot” nar- 


Similar greetings were voiced by | row-gauge prints. He had been un- 
Darry! F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox; Harry | authorizedly licensing the prints to 


Cohn, Columbia; Henry Ginsberg, | the Cub theatre, Big Bear Lake, 
Paramount; Nate Blumberg, Uni- | Calif. New York law firm of Sargoy 
versal-International: Herbert J. |\& Stein, special counsel for the 
Yates, Republic, and Steve Broidy, | ™ajors’ Copyright Protection Bu- 

Monogram. ; | reau, cooperated with the FBI. 

many Vertety tents are planning | TT 

(Continued on page 19) 

Speereeees ‘Conflict’ Story Su 

ne ee Conflict’ Story Suit 
Deneau Aides Kusell Plagiarism suit against Warner 
Sid Deneau, former head of the- Bros., charging that the film, “Con- | 
atre operations for the Schine cir- | flict.” infringed on, his copyrighted | 
Cult, has been named assistant to | story, “Killer's Keeper,” was filed | 


Milton Kusell, general salesmanager 
for Selznick Releasing Organization. 
He joined SRO Monday (21). 

Iliness of Deneau’s wife in a New 


‘pal factor in his decision to leave 





in N. Y. federal distriet court Mon- 
day (21) by David X. Manners. He 


| asks an injunction, damages in an 
| unnamed amount and an accounting 


ork hospital was said to be a prin- | of profits. 


Manners claims his yarn was pub- 


the Schine outfit after two years’ | lished in Munsey’s Detective Fiction 


- 2 P ‘ ¢ Aln 
@ssociation. Prior to that he was | Weekly in 1943 and tha the 7 
booke: and buyer for the Fabian contains ideas situall yns and SUD- 
Circuit. | stantial plot taken from it. 


23,800 others went to 14 officers and 


Expansion of studio plans, blue-| and other matters on the agenda | gamation 
printed a year ago, were stalled, | 


Skouras explained, because of the 
Policy of pro- 
ducing fewer pix, he said, has les- 
immediate requirement 
for enlarged facilities but basic con- 
be pro- 


Films Draws $1,000 Fine 


$1,000 yesterday by Federal Judge | Random House will publish in au- 


POSTWAR PROD. CUTS CASH TILLS 








NOW PLAYED (FF Keynotes Indies 





LESS COSTLY PIX Ben Bogeaus’ 2-307, Budget Slas 


New Prod. Thinking 


# Indicative of conservative think- 

r . : ling by indie producers on the b. 
With the less costly wartime pix r minge ; 

Y , P th K t future was Benedict Bogeaus’ dis- 

almost completely played off, thé ar e eynote closure last Friday (18) that he Is 
| boost in production costs is now cut- Wall Street is watching for planning negative costs at from 20% 
ting into the majors’ ready cash po- Paramount's first quarter earn- jto 30% less than in budgets drawn 

cate , . , | ings statement to see if it will lup ¢ T: rt _ m perio. 

sition despite record profits in 1946.; | : | Up luring _warume 00 eriod 
. | show the dip in per-share earn- Since there’s no possibility of slic- 

| The shelves are now filled with post-| jngs anticipated. The Street now ing labor or player salaries, Bogeaus 


! war films made in the period when | 
the nut on a pic surged upwards 
40% Financial statements are a 
| 
| 


looks for Par to show $1.30 
common share as against $1.37 
in the last quarter of 1946. While 
only a minor dip, it would serve 
as a tipoff on what other major 
film companies may show for 
the first three months this year. 
Par reports business continu- 
ing at a high level for the first 
three months, which financial 
quarters consider unusually fa- 
vorable company net 
profits of around $44,000,000 
marked a new peak in corporate 
earnings for Paramount. 


per 





cording alltime highs on pix inven- 
tory evaluations.,But in the cash-on- 
deposit and negotiables columns, the 
| seveneP has been strictly minor. 


The point that’s being ‘made in 
film circles and one of the prime | 
| factors in recent economy moves is 
| that current assets are moving up- 
wards along with record profits—but 
gains are a different story. 
Aside from payment of dividends 
and some extras, that added money 
garnered in '46 is being soaked up 





since the 


| cash 








} 
} 
| 
j 





| 
iby the climbing production nut. It 


s 
|isn’t that there’s more pix on the 
| shelves — rather, it’s because =| Par-Liberty Merge 


Looks Fairly Cold 


| cash. 
The fact has the film biggies con- 
Hollywood, April 22 
Chink remains in the negotiations 


cerned no end. The heat’s been on 
for some time to cut inventories 
while business holds up. Industry 
magnates want to cash in on the ex- 
pensive products so that there can | between Paramount and Liberty by 








| be a conversion of celluloid to coin. | which there's still a slight chance 
| Otherwise, it’s argued, a recession | that the on-again-off-again deal may 
| would find the majors in weakened |be consummated. Neither Par nor 
| condition since the liquid benefits of |Liberty execs were prepared to 
|}a stretch of prosperous years won't |state today (Tuesday) that the | 


| be in the bank. Instead. the majors | whole amalgamation was out, al- 
(Continued on page 18) though it was admitted that-chances 
as are slim. 





the exercise of options. Of the lat- | Both sides have left loopholes in 
ter amount, Skouras, himself, ac- | 20TH’S ANNUAL MEET MAY 20 the negotiations which will make it 
quired 42,000 shares; Darryl F.| Annual meeting of 20th Century- | possible to resume. If they don't 
Zanuck, studio chief, 100,000; and | ox stockholders has been set for |come to a successful conclusion with 


May 20 in New York. 
Proxies for re-election of officers 


Par, of course, it’s possible that 
steps will be started toward amal- 
with another company. 
(Continued on page 16) 





will be mailed out next week. 





Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, April 22. 
James Fenimore Cooper novel, 
“The Prairie,” will be filmed by 


Screen Guild, with Frank Wisbar 
and Arthur St. Claire doing the 
screenplay ... Republic’s “Outcast” 
will be released as “The Flame.” 
Joe Newman, Metro director, drew 
a leave of absence for eight weeks 
to make a special film on the social 
disease problem for the Government 
... Don Castle draws the male lead 
in “Flamingo,” to be produced by 
Sol Wurtzel, starting May 5. ‘ 
| Universal - International acquired 
| screen rights to MacKinlay Kantor’s 
| latest novel, “Midnight Lace,” gvhich 











originally called “I Found a Dream” 

Dorothy Vaugn checked in at Re- 
public for a featured role in the 
Gene Autry western, “Robin Hood 
of Texas”...Republic picked “North- 
west Outpost” as the release tag on 
the Nelson Eddy-Ilona Massey mu- 
sical, filmed as “End of the Rain- 
bow.” 

John Garfield will lead his “Body 
and Soul” troupe to New York this 
week for four days of shooting 
around Madison Square Garden and 
the lower , eastside Patricia 
Alphin and William Ching, Actor’s 
Lab graduates, draw romantic roles 
in the Abbott-Costello picture, “The 
Wistful Widow of Wagon Gap,” at; 
Universal-International Paul | 
Cavanaugh will play Joan Bennett's 
brother in “The Secret Behind the 
Door,’ which Fritz Lang is produc- 
ing and directing for Diana Pro- 
ductions .. . Spring Byington, Andy 








| tumn Republic closed a deal 
| with W. Lee Wilder calling for the 
| production of two $750,000 features 
j}annually over a period of three 
| years. 


said he was aiming to make the sav- 
ings principally through choice of 
subject matter for his coming pro- 
ductions 
Producer 
beer 


f'rinstanced that he had 
interested in making “Yankee 
Frigate,” a property requiring vast 
sets, water and boats and a shooting 
schedule that would make it diffi- 
cult to control cost He said he 
therefore dropped the idea in favor 
of yarns with simpler production re- 
quirements. 

Aside from the concept of a story 
itself, Bogeaus declared, the major 
factor in present upped costs is the 
increased shooting time being taken 
Films that used to be done in 30 or 
40 days now take 60, he said. Reason 
for that he attributed largely to 
“habit,” plus the fact that directors 
|—noting high grosses being turned in 
|by other pictures—have acquired a 
itendency to up a 48-day sked, for 
|instance, to 60 days in order get just 
|a little more perfection. 








With each shooting day costing 
from $10,000 to $25,000, Bogeaus 
pointed out how much a carefully 


thought-out schedule could save. In- 
genuity is required in planning, he 
declared 

Bogeaus has one pic, “Macomber 
Affair,” going into release this week, 
lwith “Christmas Eve” and “A Mir- 
jacle Can Happen” in the can for re- 
ilease in June and September, re- 
spectively. Carl Leserman, distribu- 
tion chief for Bogeaus, said 
“Miracle” is under consideration for 
roadshowing, with results on “Duel 
in the Sun” (Selznick) and “Car- 
negie Hall” (UA), perhaps determin- 
ing the policy. 
| First on his production slate, Bo- 
geaus said, will be the Ida Lupino 
starrer, “Early Autumn,” going be- 
fore the cameras June 15. It will be 
followed Aug. 15 by “Lulu Belle,” 
starring Dorothy Lamour, and in 
September by an untitled story on 
the U. S. Postal Inspection Service, 
which will be made with a docu- 
mentary technique. Total budget for 
the trio will be $4,500,000, 


New Zoomar Tele Lens 
Expected to Cut Dolly 
Shot Costs About 757 


/ 








New Zoomar television lens, 
which was demonstrated in the NBC 
tele studios, N. Y., last Wednesday 
(16), is expected to prove of special 
value to film producers on the Coast, 
by providing them with the most 
inexpensive method yet devised for 
obtaining dolly shots. 

Shoestring budget producers, con- 
fronted with a lack of suitable cam- 





Virginia Welles will co-star with 
' Philip Reed and Hillary Brooke in 
the Pine-Thomas production for 
| Paramount release, “Big Town After 


Hardy’s mother at Metro, shifts to | 
Columbia to play Ginger Rogers’ | 
mother in “I Found a Dream.” .. .| 
“Maiden Voyage” at Metro will be 


Dark,” starting May 15...Fortunio| released as “Dandy Is a Wolf.” 
Bonanova’s first double chore 4s Metro assigned Richard Thorpe to 


producer-star will be “Don Pancho,” | direct “On an Island With You,” to | 
| which gets under way June 25 in| be produced on a heavy budget by | 





era gear, now effect their dolly 
shots optically by enlarging the 
frames of a picture in the labora- 


tory. Zoomar, which fits onto a reg- 
ulation cameru and can go from a 
longshot to a closeup merely with a 


flick of the cameraman’s wrist, is 
expected to cut their costs about 
75%. 


Mexico City...Dr. Ahmed Hamat- | Joe Pasternak. ‘eck sad deste’ oe enh ioe 
{Fahya, Egyptian historian, was fFagle-Lion switched from “Cle-| the Jerry Fairbanks organization, is 
signed by Enterprise as technical hentine” to “Clemmy,” and assigned | ajso expected to prove of special 
adviser on Cairo sequences in the) arthur Lubin as director ... J. Far- | value to newsreels. since it ca mot 
Charles Boyer starrer, “The Black | +e}; MacDonald, who rode with’ tically eliminate the necessity for 4 
Hat”...Columbia called Luis Van | p-oncho Billy Anderson in silent nage a 


Rooten back to work to build up his | gims j 
role in “Assigned to Treasury”... | 
| Mildred Natwick will return to 


saddle as a 
Smith” at 


s back in the 
rancher in “Whispering 


| Paramount Johnny Johnston | 


| Hollywood from _ Broadway for @idraws a romantic role opposite | 
‘character role ir ‘The Kissing | Lynn Bari in the Joseph Fields pro- 
| Bandit at Metro. |duction, “Missouri Legend,” at 


Pete Smith will make a series of | Eagle-Lion . George Tobias will | 


shorts at Metro based on the play a friar in Eagle-Lion’s “Captain | 
| Pageant magazine feature, “Have | Casanova,” to be filmed at Churu- | 
'You Ever Wondered?”...Arthur | busco Studio, Mexico City... Albert 


Kober polishing script of “My Own) Dekker will shift from villainy to a 
'True Love.” Corinne Calvay-Melvyn | sympathetic role in “Cass Timber- 
Douglas co-starrer, to be produced llane” at Metro . . Barney Rudit- | 
| by Val Lewton at Paramount...Co- | sky, former New York detective, | 
lumbia bought screen rights to the! will be technical adviser on “Joe 
Gus Kahn song, “It Had to Be You,” ; Macbeth,” to be produced by Philip 
and will use it as the title of the | Yordan and Eugene Frenke for | 
\ Ginger Rogers-Cornel Wilde picture, |United Artists release. j 


j 
| 


i} will allow 
|}a fire or some other disaster, to ob- 


second camera crew. In addition, it 


the reels, when covering 


tain closeups of dangerous 
without getting too close to 


scene of action 


Flacks Mull CSU Break 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Members of the Screen Publicists 
Guild are taking a mail referendum 
to decide whether to remain with 
the Conference of Studio Unions or 
ask a federal charter from the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Currently SPG is operating under 
a charter held by the Painters 
Union 
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L. A. Picks Up: ‘Apley’ Sturdy $61,000, 
4 Spots; ‘Bel Ami Only 306, 4; ‘Way 





Minor 346 in 3; ‘Egg’ Rugged 566, 3d 





Los Angeles, April 22. 


Only three new major pictures | 
opening this week, and bulk of} 
strength at firstruns here is being } 
displayed by holdovers “Late | 
George Apley” is satisfactory $61,- | 
000 or better but not rated strong in 
four theatres ‘Way With Women” | 
is catching only a minor $34,000 or 
near in three spots “Affairs Bel | 
Ami” is very light $30.000 in four 
houses 

“Egg and I” still is sturdy with 
possible $56,000 for third frame in 
six locations. Final six days of sec- 
ond week for “Johnny O'Clock” 


looks okay $27.500 in five spots while | 








“Sea of Grass” will finish at same 
figure for 6 days in third week, 
three houses. “Angel and Badman” 
will be near $25.000 in two Para- 
mount locations in second frame 
Esquire, foreign house, is. steady | 
$2.200 in 27th weck of “Brief En- | 
counter” while Laurel. also on for- 


eign policy, is taking fair $1,400 for | 


third frame of “Sirocco.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (FWC) (600: 50-$1 )— 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Bull- | 
dog Drummond at Bay” (Col) (2d } 
wk). Okay $3,500. Last week, neat 
$5,300. o 

Belmont (FWC) (1.532: 50-$1)— | 


“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Bull- | 
dog Drummond” (Col) (2d wk). | 
Nice $4.000. Last week, nifty $7,800. 

Beverly (FWC) (1.352: $1-$1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (‘17th wk). } 
Near $7,000. Last week. good $6,800. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824: 65-$1)—“Affairs 
Bel Ami” (UA). Fair $5,000. Last 
week, “Fabulous Derseys” (UA) and 
“Little Iodine” (UA) (3d wk-5 days), 
scant $1,200. 





| 








Scheherazade” (‘(U) and “Magnifi- 
cent Rogue” (Rep), $22.000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000: 50-75)—‘Sea 
Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) 
(reissues). Nice $23,000 or under. 
Last week, “Carnival in Costa Rica” 


(20th) and “Backlash” (20th), $18,- 
500. 
Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 


“Macomber Affair’ (UA) and “Susie 
Steps Out’ (UA). Big $22,000. Last 


Bruin (FWC) (876; 50-$1)—“Egg | w eek, “Love Laughs Andy Hardy” 
and I” (U) (3d wk). Smooth $6,000. '*M-G) and “Two Smart People” 
Last week, hefty $6.700. (M-G), $18,500. 


} 
Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518: 50- | 
$1)—“Egg and 1” (U) (3d wk). Near | 
$7.000. Last week, big $7.300. 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
50-$1)—“Late George Apley” (20th). 
Good $17,500 or better. 
“Alexander's Ragtime Band”. (20th) 
(reissue) and “Brasher Doubloon” 
(26th) (2d wk-3 days), dull $2,400. 
Downtown (WB) (1.800; 50-$1)— 
“Way With Women” (WB). Slow 
$14,000. Last week, “Stallion Road” 
(WB) (2d wk), slow $10.100. 
Downtown Music Hall ‘(Blumen- 
feld) (872: 55-$1)—“Affairs Bel Ami” 
(UA). Okay $15,000. Last week, 
“Fabulous Dorseys” «UA) and “Lit- 


tle Iodine” (UA) (3d wk-5 days), 
faint $3.300. 
Egyptian «(FWC) (1.538: 50-$1)— 


“Sea of Grass” ‘M-G) (3d wk). 
Final 6 days $7,500. Last week, fair 
$10.000. 

El Rey (‘(FWC) (861: 50-$1)— 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Bull- 
@og Drummond” (Col) (2d wk). 
Neat $5,500. Last week, smart 


$8.200. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685: $1.20)— 
“Brief Encounter” (U) (27th wk). 
Picking up to $2,200 after $1,800 last 
week. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— 


Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 56-75) — 
‘Song Scheherazade” (U) and “Pur- 


Last week, | $8,000. 


isuit’ (RKO). Fast $16,000. Last 
week, “Beast Five Fingers’ (WB) 
and “Brute Man” (PRC) (2d wk), 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Kit Carson” (PRC) and “Last of 
ithe Mohicans” ‘«¢PRC) = (reissues). 
|Oke $8,500. Last week, “Gangs 
Inc.” (Indie) and “Men of San 


Quentin” (Indie), same. 
St. Leuis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75) — 


“Magnificent Obsession” (U) and 
“100 Men. a Girl’. (U) (reissues). 


|Good $7,500. Last week, “Stairway 
to Heaven” (U), $7,000. 

World (Ind) (432: 50-60)—‘Car- 
men” (Indie) (3d wk). Fine $2,600 
after $2.500 for second session that 
was marred by rain and strike. 





tasia” (RKO) (reissue) (5th wk). 


Neat $4,500. Last week, $5,200. 
Million Dollar (D’town) (2,420; 50- 
85)—“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and 
“Bulldog Drummond” +¢Col) (2d 
wk). Light $3,500. Last week, okay 
$6,000. 
Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2,210; 50- 


. blend " $1)—“Johnny O'Clock” (‘Coi) and 
caexa ders Ra a eae oubrena'| “Bulldog Drummond” (Col) (2d 
(20h) (m.o.). Dull $3,000. Last | WK), Okay So eee in 6 days. Last 
week. “Locket” (RKO) (m.o.), slow | WSEX, 8000 920,00. . 
$2.900. Palace (D'town-WC) (1,237; $1- 

Guild (FWC) (968: $1-$1.20)— | $1.80)—"“Best Years’ (RKO) (13th 
“Best Years” (RKO) (6th wk),| wk). Fast $11,500. Last week, off a 
Smart $7,500, Last week, good | bit to $11,100. 
$7.000. Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 50-$1)— 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956;/|“Trail Street’ (RKO) and “Beat 
50-$1)—“‘Affairs Bel Ami’ ‘(UA).| Band’ (RKO) (2d wk). Fair $7,500 
aed ao er Last ee ore in 4 days. Last week, fair $13,800. 

orseys” (UA) and “Little Lodine” ¥ 3398: 50- 
(UA) (3d wk-5 days), feint $1,300. _ Farameoent (F&M) (3,398; 50-$1) 

- Saad Angel and Badman” (Rep) and 

Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 50-$1)— | “pilgrim Lady” (Rep) (2d wk) 
“Way With Women” (WB). Light y —— - ; 

Good $16,000 or over. Last week, 


$10.600. Last week. “Stallion Road” 


(WB) (2d wk), dropped to slow 
$8.900 on final frame. 

Hollywood Music Hall ‘Blumen- 
feld) (475: 50-85)—“Affairs Bel 
Ami’ (UA). Oke $4.500. Last week, 
“Fabulous Dorseys’ (UA) and 
“Little Iodine” (UA) (3d wk-5 


days), only $1,200. 

Iris «F WC) (828: 50-85)—“Egg and 
I’ «U) (3d wk). Good $8,500. Last 
week. fancy $9,200. 


Laurel ‘Rosener ) (890: 85)— 
“Sirocco” iIndie) (3d wk). Final 
week of this French film looks | 
$1.400. nearly same as last week. 


“Laugh Pagliacci” 
Friday (25). 

Loew State ‘(Loew-WC) (2,404: 50- 
$1)—“Late George Apley” (20th) 
and “Backlash” (20th). Trim 
000. Last week. “Alexander's Rag- 
time Band” (20th) (reissue) and 
“Brasher Doubloon” (20th) (2d wk- 
3 days). slight $4.400. 

Les Angeles (Dtown-WC) (2.097: 
60-$1)—"“Sea of Grass” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Near $13.000 in 6 days. Last 
week, light $18.500. 

Loyola ‘(FWC) 
“Late George Apley” (20th) and 
“Backlash” (20th? Good $9.000. 
Last week, “Alexander's Ragtime 


(Indie) opens on 


(1.248: 50-$1)- 


Band” (20tn) «reissue) and “Brasher | 


12d) wk-3 


Doubloon” (20th) 
only $1.800. - 


days), 


Mareal (G&S) ‘900; 50-$1)—‘Fan- ! 


$22.- | 


good $22,800. 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1.- 
451: 50-$1)—“Angel and Badman” 
(Rep) (2d wk). Nice $9,000. Last 
week, fair at $10,800. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- 
80) — “Trail Street’ (RKO) and 
“Beat Band” (RKO) (2d wk). Mod- 
est $10,000 in 4 days. 
| light $17,000. 
| Ritz (FWC) (1.370; 50-$1)—"“Egg 
and I’ «U) (3d wk). Strong $9,000. 
Last week, $9,700. 

Studio City. (FWC) 





(880; 50-$1 )— 


“Egg and I’ (U) (3d wk). Good Brandeis ‘RKO) (1.500: 50-74- 
$7.500. Last week, sharp $8,200. $1.20)-—“"Best Years” (RKO). Terri- 
United Artists «UA-WC) (2,100; | fic $17,000, and new record here. 
50-$1)—"“Exgg and I” (U) (3d wk). | Last week, “The Locket” «RKO) and 
Steady $18,500. Last week, $20,000. | “Beat Band” (RKO), above average 
Uptown ‘(FWC) (1,719: 50-$1)— | $8.000 at 15-65c scale. 
|“Late George Apley” (20ih) and| Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 16-65)— 
| “Backlash” (20th). Smart $13,000 or | “Beast Five Fingers’ (WB) and 
| close. Last week, “Alexander's Rag- | “Shadowed ‘Col). Strong $9,000. | 
|time Band” (20th) ‘treissue) and | Last week, “Scandal in Paris’ (UA) 
|“Brasher Doubloon” (20th) (2d wk- | and “Bowery” (20th) (reissue), mild | 


| 3 days), faint $1.600. 
| Vogue (FWC) 
“Duel in Sun” 
Good $8.000. 
Wilshire 
i“Sea of Grass” 


(SRO) (16th 
Last week. $7.000. 
(FWC) (2.296: 50-$1)— 


wk). 


| $7,000. Last week, $9.600. 
| Wiltern (WB) (2.300: 50-$1)— 
'“Way With Women” (WB) Fair 


| $10.000. 
(WB) (2d wk), slow $7,500. 


| week with best action of current list 


Last week, |! 


(885: $1.20-$1.80)— | 


(M-G) (3d wk). Oke 


Last week. “Stallion Road” 


‘Grass’ $17,000 Best In | 
Balto; ‘Song’ Nice 126 


Baltimore, April 22. 
Business is off somewhat here this 


being registered by “Sea of Grass” 
at Loew’s Century and “Song of 
Scheherazade” at Keith’s. -Some 
weekend response also for Stanley's 
“That Way With Women.” 
Estimates for This Week 








Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000; 20- | 
Broadway Grosses 60)—“Sea of Grass” ‘M-G). Neat | 
|$17.000 or better. Last week, “Ma- 
——s | comber Affair” (UA), $14,300. 
Estimated Total Gross Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
This Week $639,000 25-70)—"“Devil Thumbs a_ Ride” | 
(‘Based on 19 theatres) (RKO) plus vaude. Mild $13,000. | 
Last Year $665,500 Last week, “Trail Street” (RKO), 
‘Based vn 16 theaires) plus vaude, okay $15,300. 
—— Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- | 
60)—"Song Scheherazade” (U) (2d 
é 3 bd | wk) Starts second round today | 
(Tues.) after: nice getaway to $12,- 
y 000. | 
: | Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 
e “Red House” (UA) (3d wk). Hold- 
ing very well at $5,000 after nice 
lls opper $6,300 for second. 
° New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
: : “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (20th) 
St. Louis, April 22. | (reissue) Faring fairly ell t 
: ss : - g fairly we a 
tn han ieeee Aches a $10,000 or under. Last week, third 
L s 42 reorge 7, smas € Pann ie, . . ica” (20th), 
at the Ambassador. Biz over week- | pal re. Costa .. Rien 
end was hypoed by out-of-towners = wiesesae > + ~ ens ine 
(surging into town dor Cardinal], Stanley (WB) (3,280: 25-79 )— 
baseball game. Italian-made “Car-| “Way With Women” (WB). Okay 
men” is now in third week at the | $14,000. Last week, “Pursued” (WB) 
World. | (2d wk), nice $12,400. 
Estimates for This Week Town (Rappaport) (1,600; 90-$1.50) | 
tant _ y © ea’? a § } a 
Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 50-75) | po nest Years ty a yA 
—‘Late George Apley” (20th) and} cae e eeena® with ; 
“Criminal Court” (RKO). Smash | : ac 
$24,000 or better. Last week. “Song | 


‘Carnival’ -Vaude Forte 
266, D.C.; ‘Reckoning’ 
24G, ‘Trail’ Sturdy 126 


Washington, April 22. 

Midtown exhibs, reeling from 
weekend slump of previous week 
| (April 12-13), which brought grosses 
idown below estimates, are hoping 
|for better things currently. Influx 
|of visitors for Cherry Blossom Fes- 
‘tival apparently socked biz a week 
ago. Standouts this week appear to 
| be “Dead Reckoning” at the Earle 
| and “Carnival in Costa Rica” «plus 
; vaude at Capitol. Most of holdovers 
|doing well. “Trail Street” looks 
|fairly good at the small Metropoli- 
|tan. British films are doing nicely at 
the Hipp. 

Estimates for 

Capitol (Loew's) 
“Carnival Costa Rica” (20th) plus 
vaude. Firm $26,000. Last week, 
“Red House” (UA) with vaude, be- 
low hopes at $25,000. 

Columbia (Loew's) (1.263; 44-70) 
—‘Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) 
(2d run). Average $9,000. Last week, 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par) (2d run), 
$9,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,154: 44-85)—‘“Dead 
Reckoning” (Col). Sturdy $24,000. 
Last week, “Pursued” (WB) (2d 
wk), tapered sharply to $14,000. 

Hippodrome ‘Lust) (365; 40-70)— 
“Ghost Goes West” (FC) (reissue). 
Neat $3,000 or near. Last week, “They 
Were Sisters” (U), $2,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,828: 90-$1.50)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (6th wk). Fine 
$23,000. Last week. knocked down 
by a dull Sunday to $23,000. Con- 
tinues. 

Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (24th wk). Slipped 
to $4,000. Last week, about same. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,153; 44-70) 
—‘Trail Street” ‘«RKO). Robust 
$12,000. Last week, “Bedelia” ‘E-L), 


(Loew's) (2,370: 44-70)— 
“Yearling” (M-G) (2d wk). Fine 
$20,000 after last week's nice $27,000. 

Republic (District) (1,250; 90- 
$1.50)-—“‘Best Years” (RKO) (3d 
wk}. Thin $5,000 at this Negro house 
after strong $12,000 last week. 


‘Years’ Record $17,000, 





This Week 
(3,434; 44-80)— 





Omaha, April 22. 
“Best Years’ is amazing every- 
body at the Brandeis with greatly 
|} upped prices. Looks smash $17,000, 
new record for house in the 11 years 
,it has had picture policy. “Show- 
Off.” at Orpheum, and “Pursued,” at 
Paramount, are fairly nice. 
Estimates for This Week 


| 





$8.000. 
Orpheum ‘Tristates) (3,000: 16-65) 


‘Show-Off” «(M-G) and “Little 
Iodine” (UA). Strong $11,000 Last 
week. “Angel on Shoulder” (UA) 
and “Wife Wanted” (Mono), light 
$10.000. 

Paramount ‘Tristates) (3.000: 16- 
65)—"Pursuecd” (WB) Nice $10.000 
Last week, “Lady in Lake” «(M-G), 


1 $10,300. 


Omaha; ‘Show-Off’ 11G 


‘Affair’ Trim $38,000, 2 Hub Spots: 
‘Lady’ 236, Carle Tilts Ride’ 306 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Ths WOSR: ).cs ewe cs $3,243,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 231 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tncluding 
| ie 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,981,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 194 theatres) 


‘Badman’ Sock At 











| $25,000 in Prov. 





Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65) 
Be Yours” 
(20th). 


-“T’)} 
UU) and “Michigan Kid” 
Healthy $17,000. Last week, | 


(WB) (2d wk), solid $16,000. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 


65)—""Red House” (UA) and “Sweet- | 
heart Sigma Chi” (Mono). Fairly hep 
$13,500. Last week, “Stairway to 
Heaven” (U) and “Vacation Days” 

(Mono) (2d wk), $10.U00. 

State (Loew ) (3.200: 44-65 )—“ Angel 
and Badman”: (Rep) and “Ghost 
| Goes Wild” (Rep). Outstanding $25,- 
000 Last week, “Macomber Affair” 
(UA) and “Pilgrim Lady” (Rep), 
big $24,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Calitornia” (Par) (3d wk). Way off 
at $8,000. Second round was nice 
$15,000. 





Det. Off; ‘Affair’ Loud 
At 256, ‘Pursued’ 276, 
Trail’ 18G; ‘Egg’ 24G, 3d 


Detroit, April 22. 

“Macomber Affair,” at United Art- 
ists, is shaping as strongest in city 
this week but business has suddenly 
hit the skids at most houses. “Pur- 
sued” and “Trail Street” are fairly 
good. “Egg and I” looks sturdy at 
the big Fox despite being in its third 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1.740: 70-95)—- 
“Stairway to Heaven” (U) and 
“North of the Border’ (SGP) (3d 


wk). Neat $9,000. Last week, $10,- 
000. 

Broadway -Capitol (United De- 
troit) (3,309: 70-95)—“Trail Street” 
(RKO) and “Web of Danger” (Rep). 
Trim $18,000. Last week, “Favorite 

runette” (Par) (m.o.) and “Red 
House” (UA) (2d wk). $16,000. 

Cinema (Marten) (450: 60-90)— 
“Man's Hope” (Indie) and “Extenu- 


ating Circumstances” (Indie) (2d 
wk). Fair $2,000 or near. Last 
week, $2,400. 
Downtown ‘Palaban) (2.683: $1- 
|$1.50)—‘Best Years” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Strong $20,000. Last week, 


powerful $30,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100: 70-95) 
—“Egg and I” (U) (3d wk). -Stout 
$24,000 or over. Last week, rousing 
$29,000 after terrific $48,000 opener. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,866: 
 Shecieaee of South” (RKO) and 





“Beginning or End” (M-G). Stiff 
$2.500 in 3 days. Last week, “No- 
| torious” (RKO) and “Susie Steps 


Out” (UA), $2,400 in 3 days. 
Michigan ‘(United Detroit) 
70-95 )—"Pursued” (WB) and 


“Beat 
the Band” (RKO). 


Good $27,000. 


Vaughn Monroe orch on stage, great 
$46,000, rie 

Palms- State 
| 976: 


(United Detroit) 
70-95 )—“Stallion Road” 
and “Fear in the Night” 
wk). Okay $15,000. 
fancy $21.000. 

United Artists (United 
(1.941; 70-95 )\—"*Macomber 
‘UA) and “Devil Thumbs 
‘RKO). Lofty $25.006. Last 
“Nora Prentiss” 
of North” (Rep) (2d wk). 
' 000, 


(2.. 


(Par) 
Last week. 
Detroit) 
Affair” 
Ride” 
week, 


okay $14,- 


| sidering product. 
| fair’ at State and Orpheum 


| best. 


“Pursued” (WB) and “Minstrel Days” | 


(4.039: | 


| Last week, “Ladies’ Man” (Par) with | 


(WB) | 
(2d | 


(WB) and “Spoilers | 


Boston, April 22. 
Nobody knows why but biz here 


isn’t so good, Houses get sad open. ’ 


ers, then spurt and then sag back. 
The promised post-Easter revival has 
failed to materialize solidly and al] 
spots are well below average con- 
“Macomber Af- 
looks 
Frankie Carle band will boost. 
“Devil Thumbs Ride” to nice week 
at the Boston. “Ivan the Ty ble” 
looks tops of foreign entries 
Estimaies for This Week 
Boston 


(RKO) (3,200: 50-$1.10)—~ 
“Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO) with 
Frankie Carle orch, Baron and Be 
nay, Buster West, others. oO lage 
Solid $30,000 due to Carle's draw 
here. Last week, “Trail Street” 


(RKO) plus Marion Hutton, others. 
on stage, $25,000. 


Esquire ‘(M-P) (1.200: $1.80) 
“Best Years” (RKO) (17th wk). of 
nae a) 98 to $6,000 after fine $8,000 last week 
Providence, April 22. 0 § sh aa CCK. 
around with drizzly weekend helping | ...° mt Rast ' ; — 
| several spots. State’s “Angel and | Rags vo! ren a ott poh 
| Badman” is standout. Next best but | $9,000 4 T atte ia “Be with ti it 
| way in rear is “I'll Be Yours,” at the | "30. mast Week, = —masy Come 
Majestic (Par) and “Shoot to Kill” (Indie), 
ere ete $8,500. 
Estimates for This Week | Kenmore (700: 30-74)—“I the 
| ; ei. > JU-14)- van ) 
ny Le yo: ~“ Terrible” (Indie). Hypoed by news- 
| es ears ( OO) (Sth wk 9€- break in Moscow phon . Sa- 
ing milked for so-so $16,000. Fourth tion with Eisenstein, this | te . 
sesh was pretty good $23,000. __ | doing good $3,500 in nabe location. 
Carlton ‘(Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) | Last week, subsequent-run. House 
—“Arizona” (Col) and “Texas” (Col)| is managed by George Kraska, for- 
(reissues). Good $6,000. Last week,; mer Fine Arts manager, using pol- 
“Destry Rides Again” (U) and “When | icy of foreign films. 
« - ip’? 7 "Pie eo . : 
to Rode” (U) (reissues), nice) Majestic (Indie) (1,500: 40-80) 
é A | “Raodelia” ia » “TI n¢te 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Time| wary” (PRC) Tein e800 et 
of Lives” (U) and George M. Cohan, i an Vee 0d ae ake 
Jr., heading vaude fo1 second week | week, Lost Honeymoon (E-L) and 
}or., Nee & Vauce : veek.! “It's a Joke Son” (E-L) (2d wk) 
| First time in Fay history a vaude act | ¢3 999 : 
| has held over. Hefty $10,000 or near. ain Se 
| Last week, “Apache Rose” (Rep) and} ,, Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80) ae 
| Cohan, Jr., big $10,500 Song-Scheherazade” (U) and 


“Jewels Brandenburg” (U) (2d wk). 
Fine $18,000 in 5 days after $23,000 
for first. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 40-80) 
—“Imperfect Lady” (Par) and “Love 
| Rusty” (Indie). Good $23,000. Last 
week, “Pursued” (WB) and “Winter 
Wonderland” (Indie), $22.000 

Old South (Siritzky) (700: 30-74) 
—‘Children Paradise” (Indie) (2d 
wk) French film is mild $2,000 after 
good $4,000 in first. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 40-80)— 
“Macomber Affair” (UA) and “Blon- 


die Holiday” (Col). Fine $24.000. 
Last week, “Happened Brooklyn” 
(M-G) and “Blind Spot’ (Col), 


$23,000. 


Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 40-80)— 


“Late George Apley”’ (20th) and 
“Backlash” (20th). Here from Met 
after week’s layoff, solid $15,000. 


Last, week, “Easy Come” (Par) and 
“Shoot to Kill” (Indie), $14.500. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 40-80)—~ 
“Macomber Affair” (UA) ard “Blon- 
die Holiday” (Col). Neat $14,000 or 
over. Last week, “Happened Brook- 
lyn” «(M-G) and “Blind Spot” (Col), 
$12,000. 

Teanslux (Translux) ‘900; 30-74) 
—“Flame Barbary Coast” (Rep) 
(reissue) and “Hard Rock Harrigan” 
(Indie), Okay $4,000. Last week, 
“Overlanders” (U) and “Magnificent 
Rogue” (Rep) (2d wk), same. 


Doubloon’-Cavallaro 
$32,000, Cleve. Leader 


Cleveland, Apri! 22. 
“Brasher Dubloon” isn't showing 
any potency at Palace but Caimen 
Cavallaro’s band is jacking it up to 





week’s best biz for single house. 
Steady rainstorms are dampening 
most rossés although “Stallion 


Road”. is clicking nicely enough at 
Hipp to rate another round. “Best 
Years of Our Lives” looks socko on 
third Jap at Lower Mall and the Uni- 
versity. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)—"Trail 
| Street” (RKO), Made by former 
Clevelander Nat Holt, this one is not 
doing so well at $11,000. Last week, 
“Late George Apley” (20th), about 
same, 

Mipp ‘Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB). Smart $16.- 
000. Holds. Last week, “Pursued” 
(WB) (2d wk), big $15,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70 )—"‘Pur- 
sued” (WB) (m.o.). Okzsy $3,800. 
Last week, “Johnny O'Clock” iCol) 
(m.o.), $4,200. 

Lower Mall (Community) (570: 90- 
$1.25-$1.50)—“Best Years” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Dipped but still phenomenal at 
' $12,000, follewing $14,400 for second 
week. First was $20,000. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 55-70 )—"“An- 
gel and Badman” (Rep). Brisk $4. 
| 500 after big $7,800 last week on 
moveover., é 
Palace (RKO) (3,000; 95)—"' Brasher 





Doubloon” (20th) plus Carmen Cav- 
;allaro orch on stage. Latters re 
‘sponsible for pleasing $32,000. Last 
| week, “Mr. District Attorney” ‘Cel? 


plus Guy Lombardo orch on stage; 


solid $36,000, matching band’s last 
year tae here. 2.4 
State ‘Loew’s) (3,450; 55-10)— 


“Yearling” (M-G) (Qd wk). Bright 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Wind, Rain Bop Chi But Beneke Lifts 
‘Boomerang Wow 706, ‘Tarzan’ 286 


Chicago, April 22. + 
Raw wind, sate ane Sor ie Oat 

tures are affecting the local box- sse Ar 

office although “Boomerang” at Ori- Gro penne Net 

ental with Tex Beneke and Glenn Film gross estimates, as re- 

Miller band on stage looks to do ter-| Ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie. with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 


rific $70,000. Other new contenders, 
“Guilt of Janet Ames” with Veloz 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 


and Yolanda on stage at Chicago is 
only $51,000 or near. Twin bill at 

indicates a The  parenthetic oduieton 
prices, however, as indicated, 


Palace, “Tarzan and Huntress” and 
clude the U.S. amusement ag 


“Affairs of Geraldine” 
Gr 9 
ass Wow 206, 





tidy $28,000, 

Of holdovers, apparently unaffect- 
ed by weather, “California” at State- 
Lake is expe cted to do big $31, 000 in 
second week. “Sea Wolf” and “Sea 
Hawk,” two Rialto reissues, are fall- 
ing apart in second week, diving 
from $19,000 to $8,000. “Smash-Up” | 
is still sturdy with $13,000 even in|! 
fifth week at the Grand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 953—“Jolson 
Story” «Col) (17th wk). Slightly af- 
fected by weather but holding own 
at near $16,000. Last week, $18,000. Denver, April 22. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; $5)—"Guilt | , Attivel of spring weather is hurt- 
of Janet Ames” (Col) with Veloz and ing biz this stanza. “Alexander's 


} pie ou Ragtime Band” looks thin in tw 
‘ : sading 1@ 0 
Yolanda heading stage. Good $51,000 spots but 








— te “Sea of Grass” will be 
or over. Last week, Suddenly | = , 4 
Spring” (Par) with Georgie Price on pice 3 at the Orpheum. “Love and 
stage (2d wk). fine $46,000. | Learn” is moderate at Paramount. 
Garrick (B&K) (900: 95)—“Rue | Estimates for This Week 
Maceleine”. (20th) (5th wk). Fast oD Peco — (A aad E> riko 
avacs . a . . ° aaa oomeran (20th ) , cr ar . 
$11.000. Last week, $13,000. Zoomers ) and “Cigaret 
Grand (RWO) (1,500; 95)—‘*Smash- Girl” (Col), afte . week at Denver, 
Up" (U) (5th wk). Sturdy $13,000. Esquire, Webber. Good $5,000. Last 
Last week, $16.000. week, “Brief Encounter” (U), $4,500. 


Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 65-95 )— | Bluebird (Fox) (572; 35-74)—“Jol- 


. Por yncrang : 20th ) with Tex Bene ‘ke son Story” (Col) (2d wk) after week 
17 : fat Paramount and two weeks at Den- 

and Glenn Mille: orch on stage. joo. Esquire. Web : a 

Packing them in for tremendous $70,- | $2 600 squire, ebber, Rialto. Fair 

000 or close. Last week, “Wake Up, | $2, { in 4 days of holdover here. 

Dream” (20th) with Ted Weems orch | “45 week, big $5,000. : 

on stage. $52,000. Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—“Tarzan | — “Gallant Bess” (M-G) and “Born 


Hivitress” (RKO) and “Affairs Ger-| t® Speed” (PRC) (3d wk). Mild 
aldine” (Rep). Tidy $28,000. Last | $6,000. Last week, $8,000. 
weck. “Trail Street’ QCRKO) and| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70)— 


“Lilthe Miss Big” (U) (2d wk),| Favorite Brunette” (Par) (3d_wk) 


$21,000. and “Seven Were Saved” (Par). 
Rialto (Indie) (1,700: 65-95)—“Sea | Fair $8,000. Last week, “Brunette,” 

Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) solo was fine $12,000. 

(reissues) (2d wk). Falling apart for Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-72)— 

about $8,000, Last week, trim $19,000. “Alexander's Ragtime Band” (20th) 


Poeseveli (B&K) (1,500: 95)—/| aad “Brasher Doubloon” (20th), day- 
“ra Prentiss” (WB) (3d wk), Okay | date with Webber. Mildish $12,000 
$12 900, Last week, $19,300. | or under. Last week, “Boomerang’ 

ate-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 95 1— | (20th ) and “Cigare tte Girl” (Co ), 
“C ifornia” (Par) (24 wk). Great | also Esquire, Webber, good $15,000. 
$31,000. Last week, $39,000. Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Fan- 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 95)— tasia” (RKO) (reissue). Looks nice 
“Lady in Lake” (M-G) (2d wk). Fair $5,000 or over. Last week, “Boom- 
$19,000. Last week, solid $26,000. erang” (20th) and “Cigarette Girl” 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 95-$1.80) | (COL). $4,500. 

Years” (RKO) (18th wk). |. CrPhemm SBKO) 600; 35-34) 
"ee an ‘ede 96.000. Last | Sea of Grass 
Stk. bie $97,000, | S| whistler” (Col). Terrific $20,000, 
se (Plz iyhouse ) (Indie) (587: and holds, Last week, “Trail Street” 
75)~-Man’s Hope” (Indie) and “Ex-| (RKO) and “Crime Doctor’s Man- 

tenuating Circumstances” (Indie ). | hunt” (Col), good $16,000. 
Opening stint of these two foreign | , 
language films is being affected by | 
pink tag which precludes student at- ; Guy” 
tendance. Only small $3,000 likely. | week, - 
Last week, _subsequent-run. | oman ange Journey 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 90-$1.50)—“ Best 


Record Total of H.0.’s Weeks at Aladdin: Fine ‘$6000 or 
In Mois.; ‘Brooklyn’ Tall : Webber “Pon) 730, $5. 74)—"Rag- 
$17,500, ‘Reckoning’ 156 vise aie "$3,000 Sor Yess Last 


i lime Band” €20th) and “Brasher 
| Week, “Boomerang” (20th) and 
Minnezpolis, April 22. | “Cigarette Girl’ (Col), good $3,500. 
With major newcomers at a mini-| 
mum again, the “Ice Follies” and | 
Metropolitan Grand Opera company, ‘BOOMERANG’ BIG 176, 
more or less Opposition for films, are 
splitting much of amusement spot- 
light currently. Both important new 
entries, “It Happened in Brooklyn” Pi ’ 
and “Dead Reekonihg,” however, look | _ Louisville, April 22. 
strong. The impr essive array of | Business is spotty here this week. 
holdovers includes “Best Years,” Ou top of numerous holdovers the 
“Razor’ s Edge’ and “Favorite Bru- four-d iy stand of Cole Bros. Circus 
nette.” in their sixth, fifth and third | is Cutting into the first run takes, 
weeks, respectively, plus “Stallion | On the credit side, some 6,000 teach- 
Road,” in its second frame. an al-| crs were in town, April 16-19, for 
Most record number of run-pictures. | the Kentucky Education Assn, con- 
Estimates for This Week vention. Some houses were bene- 
Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Queen | fited, others not much. Top coin will 
of Amazons” (SG) and “Three on | 8° to “Boomerang.” at the Rialto, Of 
Ticket” (PRC). Good $2,500 in 5/| holdovers, “Egg and I,” in third week 
days). “Susie 
“Law of Canyon” 


—" Best 


‘Love and Learn” (WB) and “Fall 
(Mono). Modest $9,000. Last 

“Temptation” (U) and 
(20th), nice $12,- 





(Col), opened yes-| Scoop, News Theatre, 700-seater, 
terday (Mon.). Last week. “Vacation | now playing foveign films, looks mild | 
in Reno” (RKO) and “Torture Ship” | with “Notorious Gentleman” this 
(Indic) (reissue) split with “Philo | week. 
ores Gamble” (PRC) and “Cig- 
retle Girl” (Col), $3,000 i days. | UV 
Century (Pot ie he — ‘Jolson Story” (Col) and “Blondie’s 
vorite Brunette” (Par) (m.o.). Brisk Big Moment” (Col) (3d wk). 
$7.000. Last week. “I'll Be Yours” , $3,200 after last week's $3,600. 
(U). $6,000. , Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
Gop! ier (Par) (1,000: 44)—“King of | 40-60)—"Stallion Road” (WB). Ex- 
liid Horses” (Col). Not mvch at. ¢ lent be? Last week, “Way With 


Estimates for This Week 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 


$3,000. Last week, “Beast Five’) Women” (WB), $8,000 | 

Fingers” (WB), big $4,500. National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 
Lyrie (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—“Ra- —“Egg and I” (U) (3d wk). Still the 

Zor's Edge” (20th) (Sth wk). Still, hot spot in town, with resonant $12,- 


doing nicely 


final week being good | 600 in sight after last weeks great 
$5,000 after > 


strong $6,000 preceding , $16,000 


Denver; ‘Learn’ 9G) 


(M-G) and “Secret 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 


L’ VILLE; ‘GRASS’ 166 Each His Own” 


Okay | 


Andrews Sis Up ‘Devil’ 
306, Frisco; ‘Ramrod’ 
Thin 14G, ‘Calcutta’ 176 


San Francisco. April 22. 

Biz at firstrun theatres continues 
to lag here. Even the Golden Gate, 
with Andrews Sisters topping the 
vaude layout, likely will not go over 
$30,000 with “Devil Thumbs a Ride,” 
not smash. “Imperfect Lady” and 
“Calcutta,” two new pictures, are 
not measuring up to expectations. 
“Ramrod,” another new entry, is 
thin at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) 
-——“Devil Thumbs Ride” (RKO) plus 
vaude headed by Andrews Sisters 
and Alan Carney. Solid $30,000 or 
near. Last week, “Trail Street” 
(RKO) (2d wk) plus vaude headed 
by Peggy Ryan and Johnny “Scat” 
Davis, only $15,000 

Fox (FWC) (4.651: 55-95)—‘Sea 
of Grass” (M-G) Okay $25,000. 
Last week, “Stallion Road” (WB) 
(2d wk), colorless $14,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 55-85)— 
“Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G). 
Dull $18,000. Last week, “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band” (20th) (re- 
issue), pallid $15,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 55-85)— 
“Imperfect Lady” (Par) and “Easy 
Come” (Par). Good $19,000 but not 
up to hopes. Last week, “Favorite 
Brunette” (Par) (3d wk), oke $17,- 
500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 55-85)— 
Calcutta” (Par). 
near, but not up to expectations. 
Last week, “Suddenly Spring” (Par) 
(3d wk) tall $11,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
85)—“Ramrod” (UA). Very mild 
$14,000 or near. Last week, “Guilt 
of Janet Ames” (Col) (2d wk), thin 


United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 
207; 55-85)—“Sin of Harold Diddle- 
bock” (UA) (3d wk). Only $6,500 
in 5 days. Last week, thin $8,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; $1.80 
to $2.40)\—“Henry V”" (UA) (30th 
wk). Just $3,000, while last week 
was $3,300. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; $1 
to $1.80)—“Best Years” (RKO) (6th 
wk). Nice $10,000 or close. Last 
week, fair $12,500. 





Buff., “Apley’ 156 


Buffalo, April 22. 
“Late George Apley.” “Smash-Up” 
and “Macomber Affair’ look top| 
grossers here this week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Macomber Affair’ (UA). Looks .to 


in Night” (Par) and Spike Jones orch 
on stage, terrific $35,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) 
—‘Late George Apley” (20th). Solid 
$15,000 or better. Last week, ‘‘Sea 
of Grass” (M-G), $20,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70 )—“Sea 
of Grass” (M- G) (m.o.). Trim $11,- 
000. Last week, * ‘Happened in Brook- 
lyn” (M-G) (m.o.), $10,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,100; 40-70 )— 
“Smash-Up” (U}) and “Secret Whis- 
tler” (Col). Big $19,000. Last week, 
“Guilt of Janet Ames” (Col) and 
“Blondie’s Holiday” (Col), only $12,- 
000 


(Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—‘To 
(Par). About $4,500. 
“Love Laughs Andy 
Hardy” (M-G) and “Charlie Chan 
Trap” (Mono) (m.0.), good $5,000. 
20th Century ( 20th Century) (3,-} 
000; 90-$1.50)—“Best Years” (RKO) 
(5th wk). Down to $10,000 after fine 
$15,000 last week. Stays a_ sixth 


Teck 
Last week, 


Good $17,000 or | 


‘Smash-Up Big 196) 


hit $16,000 or close. Last week, “Fear | 


Bway Skids But ‘Macomber’ Torrid 
$45,000, ‘Smash-Up -Cugat Lofty 826, 
H.0.; Chaplin Builds to 30G in 2d 


Cold, rainy weather Monday (21) |“Macomiber Affair” (UA). Great 
clipped business at many Broadway | $45,000 or close. Holds. Last week, 
first-runs this week, but grosses re-/| “That’s My Man" (Rep) (2d wk), 
main fairly steady in view of num- | $18,000. 


ber of holdovers currently in Times Gotham (Brandt) (900: 70-$1.40)~ 
Square area. Coo] weekend just| “Tarzan and Huntress” (RKO) (3d 
passed and threat of rain helped | wk) Down to $12,500 albeit nice 
some but it was not enough to over-| profit after fine $16,000 for secend. 


come Monday's washout | Holds a fourth round with “Hit 

Newcomers during the past seven | Parade of 47" (Rep) opening May 3. 
days are headed by “Macomber | Gelden (767; $1.20 - $2.40)— 
Affair.” at the Globe. where it looks| “Henry V” (UA) (34th wk) or 
to strike a very strong $45,000 in its | after big Easter week but still okay 
initial week Film teed off well,| at $8,000 for 33d week ended last 
and helped by good reviews, has | Saturday (19) night; previous week, 
been traveling at a fast clip ever | big $11,000. In final two weeks, be- 
since. Week’s major casualty wasj;ing set to close on May 3 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” at the | Hollywood (WB) (1.499: 70-$1.10) 
Roxy, the oldie being yanked after|—“Two Mrs. Carrolls” (WB) (3d 
the single week ended last (Tues.)| wk). Holding up nicely at $27,000 
night. Likely will not do $50,000, | after stout $31,000 for second 
lowest first week at this big deluxer | Palace (RKO) (1.700: 60-$1.20)— 
since before the war. “Homestretch,” | “Trail Street” (RKO) (3d wk). Sec- 
with Hazel Scott, Henny Youngman | ond week concluded last (Tues.) 
and Carl Ravazza heading the stage- nig ht was $20,000, oke, after good 
show, opens today (Wed.). Only | $30,000 opener 


other new picture is “Fear in Night. Paramount (Par) (3.664: 70-$1.50) 


with only $6,500 at the bandbox “Calcutta” -(Par) with Duke Ell- 
Rialto. ington orch, Golden Gate Quartet, 

Stacking up as best of holdovers | Buck & Bubbles, Coke Poke on 
is “Smash-Up” plus Xavier Cug stage. Opens today Wed.) In 
band heading stageshow at Capit tol | ahead, fifth week of “Favorite Bru- 
Likely will do strong $82.000 in sec- | Mette”. (Par) with Jimmy Dorsey 


ond week after smash $98.000 initic1 | orch, | eee Tympany Five heading 
session. “Verdoux” is doing better | Stages g Pe $65,000; fourth was 
on its second stanza at the Broad-|* Real 7 “™ oe eee 
way than opening week. With pres- | tea) CS. 945: 70- yh =. aoe " - 
ent pop scale and geared for seven vd ny weorge Ape 

- ley” (20th) and Easier siiow on stage 
shows daily, it likely will reach $30,- " — ih & 
000 on first holdover round, nice but | (Sth-final wk). Slipping off after big 


oes ‘| |previous stanza that was partly 
ar irom SOCK. | helped by Easter week crowds. Final 
Golden, Palace, Paramount and| frame looks good $106,000; fourth 


Music Hall all slipped off abruptlv | was big $140,000. “Ege and I” (U) 
this frame as compared with a week | comes in tomorrow (Thurs ) 

ago, and even the Astor, with “Best; Park Avenue (U) (585: $1.20-$2.40) 
Years” felt the downbeat. It’s off | —“Time Out of Mind” (U) (3d wk). 
around $6.000 over the previous | Down to slim $6,000 this stanza after 


week. Par is bringing in “Calcutta,” | $8,000 for second. “Carne:ie Hall” 
with Duke Ellington band to head | (UA) opens May 2. “Dead of Night” 
the stagebill today (Wed.) after five |(U) opens Thursday (24) for one 
great weeks with “Favorite Bru- | wgek. & 

nette” and Jimmy Dorsey band Rialto (Mayer) (594: 35-85) — 


Hall opens “Egg-and I” tomorrow “Fear in Night” (Par) Feeling 
(Thurs.) after five sock weeks of | downbeat, with merely okay $6,500. 


“Late George Apley.” Criterion | “Untamed Fury” (PRC) opens next 
opens “Odd Man Out” today (Wed.), | Friday (25). In ahead, “Boom Town” 

- = - = " ing re -issue ) > 
following feur solid weeks with Py (reissue) (2d wk), nice 





“Johnny O'Clock.” |” Riveli (UA-Par) (2.092: 

{ “Farmer's Daughter,” which did | —“Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) (5th 
| trim $36,000 in fourth round at the! wk), For fourth week erded last 
Rivoli, is being held over two extra | Monday (21) night hit 36.000, solid: 


60-$1.25) 


weeks at this. house, forcing back | third was big $39,000. Pieture hold- 
| the opening of “Other Love” there | ing up so well i! is sct to go two 
until May 13. “Carnegie Hall” is sect} extra weeks with “Oth Love” 


| to open May 2 at Winter Garden and | (UA) now skedded hot to open until 
| Park Avenue, playing day-date May 13. 
| Estimates for This Week | Roxy (20th) (5.880; 80-$1.50) — 
j : . nectretch” 9 vit] P 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300: 95-$2.40) | _fiomestretch (20th) =with Hazel 


és 3 . | Scott, Henny Youngman, Fred & 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (24th wk). | Flaine Barry, Carl Ravazza on stage. 
Dipping along with others, with |Opens today (Wed.). Last week, 
sturdy $35,000 likely this stanza; last |«“Ajexander’s Ragtime Band” (20th). 


week was $41,000. (reissue) with Lecuona Cuban ‘orch 

Broadway (UA) (1,895; 70-$1.50)— | heading stagebill, very disappointing 
“Mons. Verdoux” (UA) (2d wk). /at $50,000 and yanked after one 
Chaplin looks to top first week with | week. In ahead, “Carnival” (20th) 
trim $30,000; opening § session, in- | and Connee Boswell on stage (3d 
cluding seats at Friday (11) preem, \""s ), $80,000. 


was good $27,000. Neither figure.| State (Loew's) (3.450: 43-$1.10)— 


however, is rated sock at present | “California” (Par) (2d run) with 
scale on seven shows daily. f= 3 en bY = nace sz 

- - 79-$1.50) | Breen rrep roderick. tout 
—SSmmash- Up (U). plus 1053120" | $31,000. Last week, second of 


“Mighty McGurk” ‘M-G) (1st run) 
ill (2d : 

Sup sheen, geil S| MAM Geby Bh ei 
to strike entre ebebia $82,000 after | Strong (WB) (2.756: 75-$1.50) — 


. . ( ) 
a ee ee es “stallion Road” (WB) and Cab Cal- 
ef. 


_ | loway orch heading stageshow (3d 
Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) | wk). Looks to do fine $43,000 afier 
—‘Odd Man Out” (U). Opens today | wood $45,000 for second. Holds a 
(Wed.). In ahead, fourth week of | ourth session. 

“Johnny O'Clock” (Col), still fancy Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20) 
at $18,500, while third was $23,000. |—‘Adventuress” (E-L) 3d_swk). 








frame. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— | Down to $10,009 this round: second 








Jones Boosts Band 


Steps Out” (UA) and) at the National, is especially strong. | 


Philly; ‘Calif.’ Fat 44Y,G, ‘Grass’ 356“ 


Philadelphia, April 22. 
Spike Jones band is packing the 
Earle this week, teamed with “Beat 
the Band.” Socko session to lead 
the town looms. Alse hot are “Cali- 


forn ia” and “Sea of Grass,” latter | 

doing great at the Boyd 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94 )— 


“Smash-Up” (U) (3d wk). Down to 
$10,000. still nice after solid $16,000 
j last week. 


Arcadia (Sablosky) (700: 90-$1.80) 


' 


Session Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40-|—"“Best Years” (RKO) Ars or 9) 
nto Cily ‘Par) (4.000: 50-70) 60) Boome rang” (20th) po Nhe 2 Fotent i $20,000 after $22,000 for 
&s te ’ . a ocue’ eH ) wooks big eco! 2 m as. | 
ned in Brooklyn (M-G). me nificent Rogue Bi, 3, x 0 k Ron Rovg@ (WB (2. 350° $0-94)—“"Sea 
sr 300 ‘or near. Last week, “Favorite | $17,000. Last’ week, “oinbad Silol | of Grass” (M-G), Terrific $35,000 
Brunette” (Par) (2d wk). fine $ $16,000. (RKO). $18,000. 700; 40-60 : s Last week, “Stairway to 
x7 ‘ tre) (4 ~ - ’ { i 4d ¥ me, * al Way 
™% nKO-O Stpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50 re N he men “a” «Ud. Mild| Heaven” (U) (3d wk), only $15,500 
$15 9 eo" I i cnening, we ol). Sture a 0 7 ” ast vie ; subsequent-rur ‘ karte (WB) (2.760; 60-99 —"Beat | 
(RK 0) ic 11.060. - siaiheeeae * | $3,000. I yews) 13.300: 40-69)—“Sea | Band” (RKO) ¥ - ao | 
OKay S&S < \ he git. gned 1 wii. | aren & stage sock g f 0 or bet- 
a Pan (RKO) (1,600; 90-$1.50) of Grass” (M-G) an e.. ad — Abr hee os o. / gd po? 
on Se : od am Tine $16 looms. Las r, with band the big dra ai 
ears” (RKO) (6th wk). Still tai Col), Fine %) poe * (UA) and er Fe in Night” (Par) with 
k iber Affai A) and : rin Night 
poten it at $10,000 after robust $12,000 , wees. Mac arr: A ry Gf Count Basie orch, $23,500 and be- 
ar » B il i Opo . " . ' 1 
Siete ‘ ‘ ° ‘ ke 4 e) (1.400; 90- DES. - : 
1s ry » ogi 21800; 50-70 — Stal- a oe ont Years” (RKO) (3d wk? Fox (WB) (2,250; 50-94)—“Late | 
Dinan . ad a) (2d wk ). He ithy “ yi} be +m aft oke $9,000 last Georg Aples (20th) Looks only j 
cass pee $12,000 in initial ses- | Fairisn 98,00 } $20,000, not so hot. Last week, 
jweek. 
aaa 


| $27,000 or near. 


| after great $18,000 opener. 


a —— | was $13,000. Stays a fourth, with 


T mit $40, (00, “Jolson Story” (Col) opening on 


May 1. 
Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
$1 .20)—“Buck Privates Come Home” 
(Ur (2d wk). Okay $17.500 after 
trim $21,000 sy frame. “Carnegie 
(UA) is t to open ¢ on May 2. 


‘Clouds’ $16,000, Mont’! 


50-94) | Montreal, April 22. 
—‘Suddenly Spring” (Par), Fancy a All newcomers this week except 
Last week. “Sinbad | Nocturne,” at. the Princess. with 
Sailor” (RKO) (4th wk). $12,000, | “Clouds Roll By” and “Sinbad the 
Karlton (Goldman) (1.000: 50-94) | Sailor” in for top coin 
-“Imperfect Lady” (Par) (2d wk). Estimates tor This Week 
Modest $11,000 after fine $17,000 Capitol (CT) (2,700: 35-63 )—*‘Sin- 


opener bad Sailor” (RKO) Good $14,000 or 
Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500; 50-94) near. Last week. “Favorite Brunette” 


Carnival Costa Rica’ (20th) (2d 
a », $15,500. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 


“Favorite Brunette” (Par) (2d run). (Par), okay $13,000 for repeat sesh, 
Okay $8,000. Last week, “Boomer- Imperial (CT) (1.850; 30-50)-—— 
ang” (20th) (2d run), $6,000 “Beast Five Fingers’ (WB) and 

Mastbaum (WB) (4.360; 50-94) “Flight to Nowhere” (Coi). About 
“California” (Par) Solid $40.000 $5,006, solid. Last week, “Arizona” 


plus $4,500 for Sunday at Earle. Last 
week, “Stallion Road” (WB) (2d 
wk), $19,000. 


(Col) and “Texas” 
$4,800. 


(Col) (reissues), 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 35-67 \—"Clouds 
Pix (Cummins) (500: 90-$1.80)— Roll By” (M-G). Fancy $16,000. Last 
“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Bright week, “Razor's Edge” (20th) (2d wk), 
$16,000 after capacity $18.000 last | so-so $13,000 
ession, Palace (CT) (2,300: 35-63 '|—“Wone 
Stanley (WB) (2.950: 30-94)—‘“Jol- | derful Life’ (RKO). Tall $15,000, 
ison Story” (Col) (8th wk). Still | Last week, “Perfect Marriage” (Par), 
strong at $18.000 after $21.000 last | $12,000. 
| week | Princess (CT) (2.300; 35-53)—“Noc. 
Stanton (WB) (1.475; 50-94)—" Red | turne” (RKO) and “Dog Shep” (SG) 
House” (UA) (2d wk). Mild $10.500 | (24 wk). Sturdy $7,000 after $8,200 in 


t first. 


~d} 


- 
' 4 
3 
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with Phyllis Thaxter « Edgar 
Buchanan + Harry Carey « Ruth 
Nelson + Robert Armstrong 
Screen Play by Marguerite 
Roberts and Vincent Lawrence 
Based on the Novel by Conrad 
Richter + Directed by ELIA 
KAZAN «+ Produced by 
PANDRO S. BERMAN - A 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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OUL A 4 CLOVER °) ) 
mem: OLA OF GRASS: 

Preceded by a tremendous magazine, newspaper, radio and truck poster 

campaign “The Sea of Grass” will reach an estimated total of 1,803,726,008 ; 

impressions throughout the nation! Are you a partner in “The Sea of : 

Grass Land Company’? | 
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Rosenstock Revamping French Pix 
Bank Structure in Cleanup Job 


Paris, April 16. 
The financial structure of the 
French pix industry is undergoing a 
much needed and thorough process 


of reorganization at the hands of | 


banker Pierre Rosenstock, head of 
Societe Privee d’Etudes. He’s had 
long connections with the industry, 
having been the moving spirit of the 
reorganization of the old Gaumont 


+ 





| Goldwyn Sets Dalton 


London, April 22. 

Emmet Dalton, an American al- 
though an English resident last 40 
| years, is now Sam Goldwyn’s British 
j}head. He was Par’s northern super- 
|visor last six years. 


He leaves for America some time | 


Current London Shows 


London, April 22. 
“Anonymous Lover,” York’s. 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick. 
“Call Home Heart,” St. James. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham, 
“Dancing Years,” Casino. 
“Eagle Two Heads,” Globe. 
“Fifty-Fiity.’ Strand 
“Here, There,” Palladium. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 
“Jane,” Aldwych. 
“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 
“Man From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“My Friend Lester,” Embassy. 








Poles Take 65 U.S. Pix 


Warsaw, April 22. 
Polish government has signed the 
agreement with the Motion Picture 
Export Assn. worked out about three 
months ago to provide for distribu- 
tion of 65 U.S. films in Poland. Ink- 
ting of the pact had been held up, 


| 
' 


MPEA, Through Maas, Pacts With AMG 
To Distribute U. S. Films in Germany 


@ Pact has been signed with Ameri- 
|ean Military 


Government officials 
whereby U. S. film distribution in 
Germany soon will be demilitarized 


'and turned over to the Motion Pic- 


ture Export Assn., according to a 
cable from Irving Maas, MPEA gen- 
eral manager, who’s now in Berlin. 
Transfer is expected to become ef- 
fective within two months, details 
having been worked out in a series 


Co. (GFFA) just before the war, in. Mey to dix ss Sows policy | a ae ag Winses erga jafter agreement had been reached. | of confabs last week between Maas 

turning it into the current Societe | ‘ ith Goldwyn. Expects to be away ‘ resin poy . ere = | by imminence of the elections of two | and Brig. Gen. Robert A. McClure, 
sas y ~ "poke 2 y toh . »? j ad ac ok « - p A né P n 

Nouvelle des Etablissements Gau- |°!X_ Weeks. during which time he'll | eace to Peckham,” Princes. months ago. director of AMG’s information con- 

I ¢ s E ss d 


mont, under prexy Jean LeDuc. 


Idea back of the scheme is to get 


} visit his folks in 
{he hasn’t seen in 20 years 


Providence whom | 


“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
Hayride,” Wales. 


Fortune. 


Russian films-have been dominat- 
ing the market here 


trol division. 


Maas also revealed that complete 


VOLTS Or COIR OEE SRE on 


E 
: 
: 
; 


| “Piccadilly 
} 


“Power and Glory,” 


——--—— + - accord has been reached with top 


the production end of the industry 


: ‘ | “Present Laughter,” Haymarket. e | British Army heads and film biz 
out of the current gambling stage + | “Romany Love,” Majestys pave paaead rot cimaeaihive maklan 
by getting the best producers Ps if rave 0 “She Wanted Cream” Apollo. vie S Ca un in. the U S. and British zones 
agree to some sort of cooperation “Shop: Sly Corner,” St. Martins. dpe Msi tas See ne 
and to help them get financing at “Song of Norway,” Palace. " Z eyeenlt or ce Ml Fier dagger 
normal commercial rates instead of “Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. W th \| t d P your. ; This embraces release op- 
pri tage na ay Raabe =| 7 on ase a Z urg “Together Again,” Vic Palace. | all e Ic erations in more than 2,000 theatres 


“Under the Counter,’ Phoenix. 
“White Devil,” Dutchess. 
“White Steed,” Whitehall. 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric. 


in both U. S. and British zones. 
American distributors have sought 


* 
n for about a year to get distribution 
|in Germany away from Army con- 


trol. Transfer of controls to MPEA 


goers by providing exhibitors with | 
low interest credits to enable them 
to rehabilitate 


war-destroyed or | Attendance 
theatres so as to increase 





obsolete 











rosses. Rosenstock is not getting — a j iaieeieensibils 
i the picture business, remaining ' Vienna, April 14 | Berlin, April 22 }means complete divorcement of 
a ] . } oe . ; Prospects for attendance at this} bad The Russian military occupation AMG fron film activities in the 
Strictly £ Di ,er t ‘ ! ‘ i . ; 4 A 
strictly a _ . Salyl F P 1 | hé i | i ms ave authorities have produced a 90-| American zone. Although the AMG 
* ~ . . Aw? e , val vet rs Sa jure estival riegentenec . . . . : 
He's set up a new bank, titled , : iae<piaahia ohJe minute documentary film on the! spill will exercise censorship on sub- 


SOFIDI, to lend money to a produ- 


with 
cer to start on a second picture, | American Airways rep that Auantc| 


confirmation by local Pan- 


jects released in Germany, MPEA 
otherwise will operate with the 

Da for Dutch ‘cc der Voelker (“Judgment unrestricted commercial li- 
y of the Nations”) at the nine different present in Austria, 

| pix houses in“the Soviet sector of It's expected that several vet of- 

The Hague, April 13. | Berlin, as well as at film houses in| ficials who had been operating in 

Boxoffice figures in Holland are} Potsdam; Leipzig and Dresden. The! Berlin and key cities under AMG 
still going down as the cost of liv- | Russian-licensed German press has_ Will transfer over to MPEA in simi- 


Nuremberg trials which is 


shown currently under the title 


being 





without waiting for the distrib to | ; ‘ “= 
watery: prin “| Lloyd Travel Bureau in N. Y. is 
turn in what accrues from the book- | 
ings of the first film. Though | ©'™pleting a deal for charter of at 
SOFIDI is only capitalized at a nom- | ‘"#S! live sper ial plane loads. Project 
inal $120,000, it has back of it the |!8 for Constellations, specially | 
resources of .he group of banks op- | "amed for Beethoven. Mozart, cte.. | 
erating in conjunction with Rosen- | to fly direct from LaGuardia Field | 
' 


fame 


cense it has at 


its j }to Horsching Air Ba at Li i ing rises and the novelty of Ameri- | splashed favorable reviews of the lar capacity when the transfer be- 
‘+k. This per , - orsching Air Base at Linz in . , : . | ao ed ' ‘ctive 
, stock. ‘Thi permits it not only to aid Te aces ek hee al it t _| can films, running here now since | film despite its shortcomings and in- | Comes effective. 
a producer but also the distributor, ne 2 ers: 2 Sree eee WO Jan. 1. is disappearing. But where | consistencies. Prior to the Berlin confabs, Maas 
advancing latter unusual terms if|ours’ auto ride from. Salzburg. 


with U. S. film executives 
in Paris to go over all details of 
subjects taken up at the German 
mecting. Arthur M. Loew, Joseph 
cot 1 28 Scidelman, F. W. Allport and 

Frank McCarthy, Motion Picture 
Assn. managers for Europe; Robert 
Vining, MPEA rep in Germany, and 
European managers of MPEA com- 
panies attended this huddle. 


| business is good, it’s nearly always 
io American picture that’s doing it. 
| Reappearance on the Dutch market 
Deal would cost music lovers min-j|of U. S. pictures is a considerable | at one time or another was the 
Iimttm of $1.500 for a week’s stay | blow to the independents, living on! winner of a Stalin award fo 
during Festival month of August. | French or Scandinavian ‘product. In |ase on the battlefield. the German 
Roundtrip air fare .comes to $700. | recent months the English, headed adaptation was made by DEFA. which 
Unknown here where chow and!|by the Dutch Eagle-Lion branch, | has also distributed it. Originally in- 
quarters are to be found for tour-| have slackened a bit, Americans tended for 
ists, with Army occupying a'l first- | taking over. film. it is 


- . | huddled 
Salzbure’s E 


big ships. 


Produced and _ directed by 
Svisova with the assistance of three 
Russian of whom 


the picture is considered a likely airport can’t handle the 
bet. This permits a distrib to handle 
a larger number of pictures than he | 
used to. The bank's profit comes 
from charging a percentage on the | 
picture besides a normal 
interest for the loan, This means 
that Rosenstock is now interested in | 
any checker system _ preventing 


cameramen, each 


YTOSses, 


showings, the 
understood, has not yet 


tussian 


grosses to be inaccurately returned | ¢jass hotel space in Salzburg area.| Influx started with “Mrs. Miniver.” | had its premiere in Moscow Following a visit ve MPEA olfices 
by exhibs Even if Army would loosen up lim- | considered now a classic -here, and Tl - i l " I apn Tgp th ere Re 
, : , , . Pe, rie BS he product “es re | . > ¢ - , . _ 
Though the bank is primarily con- | ited number of rooms, tourists | “Gaslight.” which ran 12 weeks in fact e production resulted from the | Louis Katurek, MPEA supervisor for 
aslight, an 12 act 


that the Allied Control Au- 
thority snagged on an agreement to 
produce a four-power documentary 
trials. U. S. Informa- 


cerned with returns of pictures in | wouldn't. be 
{ France and the French Union, 
Rosenstock is blueprinting a similar 


Europe, in Prague. He re- 
N. Y. in May. 


castern 
turns to 


likely to find Army-j|the Amsterdam Alhambra. Pace has 
style service and food at 50c. a meal | peen ke pt 


, soing by a score of well- 
comparable to such spots as Switzer- | liked 





pictures. of which the two 


of the famou 


orgenization, with the same capital, land o1 France. | champs were ‘Kebecea” and “Spell- tion Control Division is at the 
titled SAFIA, to lend on: film ex- There's also very complicated pa- | bound,” both released here by Ned- moment engag@@ in turning out a 02 axes 0or 
| ports. per work necessary for travelers to berland. distributing office of Frits Britich-Irench-t! Ss Garsion mt 4 , 
Being interested in film grosses, enter occupied zone, incivding per- | Strengholt. In the three key-town ; t 


; hs foe bE '» will use a good many of the Russian 
from Joint Chiefs of Staff! Amsterdam. The Heeue and Rotter- 


other film bank titled SOFET, also as well as State Dept. Said here | dam, they did excellent business in 
with a $120,000 nominal capitaliza- | that visitors would be restricted to! the best houses (e.¢.,’ five weeks in 
tion, to permit exhibs to -rehabili- Salzburg and adjoining area—fine | Passage, The Hague) and private lives of the 
tate their theatres either war-/ tourist country—and noi allowed to! notices were unusually good. etc. 

destroyed or obsolete. The bank! visit Vienna. where fooa and ac- It's difficult for other language pix 
lends money at bank rates, getting a | commodations are even tighter. ito compete. Exception is “Les En- 
percentage on the theatre’s grosses British have announced plan for | fants du Paradis.” which had a gala 
during the duration of the loan plus 2000 English tourists a month to premicre in Amsterdam. Another | 
an interest on the balance due on yjsit their occupation zone of Aus- good French film, also released by 
the loan which is to be refunded in tria, where food situation is better. | Nederland. is “Le Pere Tranquille.” 


Rosenstock has also promoted an- mission 


results of the 
Nazi! 
conquest, 
war criminals, 


sequences, plus the 
trial research relative to the 
master plan for world 


Norwegian Pixers 


Stockholm, Agril 15. 
High taxes and the coal shortage 
have floored the Norwegian film in- 
dustry, analysis of the Norse studio 
situation reveals. Producers com- 
plein about Government control of 
1945.' the industry, and also the 25°) tax 


press 


“Gericht der Voelker” opens on 
the trailer of a stream of Stalin 
tanks rumbling into the pulverized, | 
urning streets of Berlin immediately 
after the abdication in April. 


a ti t ding five years. This . hae ; idn't li and signs off with a sharp. pro-, on picture carnings. 
> ) Tal y Pa. Ss . ie ilitarw AY - ‘ as , y ole ’ ‘e . . . or ® 
eee ee Js British military government au-| with Nocl-Noel.’ But it didn't live | nouncement to the German audi-| With only 250-theatres in Norway, 
also entails checking. But the effect thorities will see to ‘eeding and/up to expectations and the personal 


ences that the USSR is in Germany | 
in order to bring peace and preserve 


, eet ‘ ge : | er a local producer's picture must gross 
of rehabilitation, says Rosenstock, is quarters in measure designed to help | appearance of Noel-Noel, who sang 1.500.000 kroner to break’ even. 


asi i + iti j Ste of rh =n f siriz ac ire ¢ » “pio awe | H < oc . ? cove , ic ‘oe ° . . . . . on 24s 
ag felt; citing an me aamne, . e Aus ria acquire some foreign ex- | his songs, couldn't save the picture. | jt and alse to eliminate fascism. Pointed out that’s an impossibility 
a theatre, after remodelling and in- change. The 2,000 ceiling will be rE ao ah 2 2s Sandwiched between these dra- since many houses are closed due to 


creasing ils capacity 30%, had the 
grosses jump from a weekly $1,600 
to $5,200. 


Credit and technical operation of 


tourists lack of coal. It’s also noted that 


since the end of the war Norwegian- 
made films have provided the Gov- 
ernment with about 700.000 kroner 


tops for number of British are a series of shots. 
to be allowed in at any time. some of them feeble and obviou? 


in answer to Russ criticism of aie RECAP NO TES 10% CUT z L . ‘ ; ~ ‘ 
. m of tour- | propaganda es others power- 
ful and #untorgettable. made at the 


; matic moments 


SUVS, 


ist program as taking too much food | 


funds bysthe and torture, closeups of the defend- the 
heydey, and then their’) (’Tiavelers to England”). While the 

pic was last year’s top b.o. success, 
sequences briefly por- its producers have only recaptured 
Supreme Court Justice 80°: of their expenses. Consequently 
Robert H. Jackson and British Sir pial os age ae Oe point on Sure 
estimates tabled in the House of David Maxwell Fyfe, and a much io rial alm srg renee ne 
Commons, was carried by Canadian |!onger closeup of the Russian Gen- |, a ie gage 


: others, declaring it will make no 
‘ . ‘ : ays ndenk "he . reve the . * _ 
Press news service and headlined in eral Rudenko. The film conveys the pictures in 1947. 


National Film Board's 


next fiscal year sent 


both SOFET and SOFIDI are under from already hungry natives. | Palace of Justice in Nuremberg, in taxes while the producers still 

the joint management of Andre i, ae 5 cipal ee ae me Ottawa. April 22 bitter fighting on the Ukranian are waiting to recoup their expenses. 

Ullman, formerly head of Para- . 1 Previously announced upping of front, concentration camp routine Classic example cited is that of 

mount French theatres, and. ol P t ( f W th C | feature “Englandsfarere” 
ery to Confer With Col. 


Roger Loeb, formerly general man- 
ager of Cineac, newsreel theatre 
chain. Both are highly regarded in 
the trade and have plenty of prac- 
tical experience. 


Swiss Set New 


ants in their 
government to. 


top NFB men screaming “ "Taint so!” 
and pointing out NFB will get about 
10‘; less than last year. Error, due 
to misinterpretation of complicated 


Execs on Aussie Deals sorpens 
Sydney, April 22. | 

Nick Pery, head of Columbia pic- 
tures in Australia, is currenily en 
route to New York to conicr with 
homeoffice execs regarding further 
production activities in this 


There are 
traying U. S. 








ZONE. 


Lust year, Columbia made “Smithy” | ™2?¥ dailies and trades, causing a gergre~ salle cra age a aN a gy tena mare ig: 
ww ag » Watalooler ania ts A NFB embarrassment across the Sih thie ros se air ree a HAYWARD STEPS OUT 
e © : a" ' country. 4 iteeges ‘ ee és 
ported to be set for the near future. ; - .n., on. There is nothing to remind 
Subtitle Twist Likely that any further picture Facts — rg the soes-te Cones audiences that it was the combined AS HOYTS’ AD CHIEF 
| production here by Columbia will be Ye NFB got its money in twO) wioht of the U. S.. Britain, France 


J —_* * Bs Bees . Pank-Rvdee. | Separate funds, tabbed Reconversion |, | “nn so tone i : : a 
Zurich, April 15. | part of deal with the Rank-Ryds¢ Normal,’ totalling 90900148. [SS ee SERRE eee ee Sydney, April 10. 


and 


A new technique for subtitling Cinesotind,Pagewood setup covering Thi all NFB cash goes into a surrender. Herbie Hayward, longtime ad 
be ” . "i , . oe on ws yea Net 5 Ss = « SP. ee » 2S r . a . i 
has been developed by Diagraph- Use of studios and equipme 7 Co ingle fund marked Normal and the chief of Hoyts’ film loop, covering 
: oh RE Sea af wp - ee | Tumbi: ere vy inked a releasing | “*"5 . eae E ne ibout 150 houses i af ie 2 
Filmtitel, eliminating shortcomings lumbia recent: ~—_ ; | Reconversion kitty is killed. So the arg ”) houses in the Aussi one, 


of the old method, which blocked off pact with Greater Union distribu- British Industrialist thas res “ned to enter biz on his own 





IFB’s 1947-48 coin comes to $2,078.- vs . r 

5 Portion of the screen. With new tors. marking the seventh consecu- NI Bs ' a ees Tha a aking .. ‘: account, inclncing pic production. 
» method, titles will be projected out-. tive contract rene\ al. sneer did * Be arp cimaahe oot i: reg E ling a egpe = advertising, 
3 Side of the picture on a part of the oe 5 eT et | ad ‘s Normal with this year’s Nor- a RES oy = ~ pril — Hay rd was with Greater Union 
% Screen to be added in order to make | . \ y Hot Bu 5 | toe Si naturally they found en-\a . me ax ‘one _ 3 orkshire in- Theatres under the late Stuart F. 
z the picture and titles separate. ris arns y increase Ves ‘Co og oe te . i Doyle for many years, Sw itching 
2 This dev elopment has come about Dublin. April 16. rea js pneiets » ~ : nee gt Poe pt be at later to ; Hoyts _when Doyle. bowed 
F alter a long controversy in Switzer- Following vances Pe ‘ i ere ’ old American ond Enalish hit “Tip- ale Be of Film Weekly poe 

oad ‘teae ee Ucaeity “wocepted heer Phi scnygtP alf ereecl has BEAN’ THRIVES IN SYDNEY | Toes,” now touring the provinces .merly attached to Hoyts in Mel- 


Sydney. April 15. 
Whiteha!l Productions has clickcd 


and looking for West End home. 


‘bourne, will take Hayward's job. 
Sherwood is 


here . : re aires harnened in Irish story properties. | A 
re how that the public preici andar p also readying new 





de Se eae! 


Subtitling, although titles heretofore 


Metro is currently reported inter- | 


disturbed patrons because they ested in work of Irish playw rights at mM ‘ ‘Pago Bcc Me ce yt musical “ ith Norwegian  setting,| Television is being extended to 

covered m. ies half the sicture nd Rank reps are also looking over Be al Meg Jenkins, sher, has “Swift qn omen and commissioned the English provinces between Lon- 

This Was caused - the Mi that ney tories by Irish authors A re- lead. 4, led Kavanagh. ace scripter of Brit- con and Birmingham as econ as 
; most pictures here aie titled in cent Rank purchase was another “Gas Rosalinda is aoing fine for ish Broadcasting Corp.'s top feature BBC . and Post Office engineers fin- 
French and German a the same book by F. L. Green, author of Williamson-Tait at the R yal. Tara | itma, to write a new revue fori ish their experiments, sometime this 
‘ time. jy" Odd Man Out.” ) Barry, Irish star, has top role. jhim, | surmmer. 
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WB's Theatre Dynasty Best Set-Up; 
Only 21 of Its 457 Can Be Affected 


The partial divorcement axe 
raised by the decree can only graze 
Warner Bros. if it should ever drop. 
Least affected of the Big Five by 
the command to buy or sell where 
its interest in a theatre falls be- 
tween 5% and 95%, Warners has 
only 21 houses in its chain of 457 
theatres which the decree can affect 


on that score. Even if it should lose 
all 21, the company would still re- 


take operation of 14 others which 
have been leased to outsiders while 
ownersnip remained with the com- 
pany 


With the partly owned iouses 
bunched in New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania, vast sectors of the country 
in which the WB chain now oper- 
ates would be completely unchal- 
lenged. Such important WB terri- 


necticut, Massachusetts and Ohio are 
completely void of co-owned Warner 


houses. Consequently, no threat is 
posed against the company regard- 
less of -which way the Supreme 


Court rules 
Mostly Affected In N. J. 
Chief state to be affected is New 


Jersey. Here, of the 70 houses Op- 
erated by Warners, 12 must be 
bought or sold by the company. 
None of these theatres is in im- 
portant key centers—in the main, 
they're scattered in smaller Jersey 
towns. Second sector, Pennsylvania, 
has seen flickeries in the partial 


divorcement class with one impor- 
tant town, Allentown, vitally af- 
fected. Four theatres in that locale 
—the Colonial, Rialto, Lyric and 
State—are hit by the decree. Sole 
other situs in the decree’s path is 
Milwaukee where the Milwaukee 
and National are partnership held. 

In all instances but one, Warners 
holds a 50% 
In the Stanley-Shapiro Theatre Co., 
WP’s share is a controlling 51%. Al- 
ready entrenched to the extent of 
a half interest, there’s no doubt that 
Warners can buy in the kalance, if 
it's so minded, without straining its 
fiscal sinews. 

To meet the possible sellout de- 
mands of its partners, Warners has 
cash and government securities in 
excess of $20,000,000. Moreover, WB 
has been concentrating on reducing 
its fixed indebtedness and during 
fiscal '46 it lopped some $10,000,000 
in debts to reach a low point of 
$25,059,127 in obligations maturing 
after one,year. 


Company, thereby, has moved onto 
much more solid footing financially. 


It would have little difficulty in) 


borrowing the quid pro quo, should 
added ready cash be required. How- 
ever, there's little doubt that the 
few paxtly-owned holdings could be 
absorbed out of the company’s cash 
without throwing it off stride. 








Par-Liberty 


——— Centinued from page 9 





Deals previously had been started 
and fell through with Universal- 
International and Metro. 


Breakdown of the Par negotiations 
week after the deal appeared 


Jast 
all set is tied in, apparently, with 
negotiations by Liberty 


Carey's Rainbow unit. 
made that deal, or a similar one, 


he'd then apparently give assent to 
Without 


the Liberty-Par merger. 
his okay it can’t go through, since 
any change in Liberty status must 
be okayed by all four pards. 
Complex negotiations with Par are 
beiieved to have included a demand 
by Liberty for an arrangement by 


the studio to provide some sort of 


recompense to Stevens having to do 
with taxes if he should leave the 
foursome. Par, it appears, didn't 
go along with that idea. Liberty 
exec producer and partner, 
Briskin, handling the 
explained: 


negotiations, 


‘Certain problems and questions 


have arisen during the negotiations. 


Liberty has told Paramount what it | 


expects in these matters, and un- 
less these conditions are met, the 
negotiations will not be resumed.” 

Par’s deal called for Liberty's 
William Wyler, Frank Capra, Bris- 
kin and perhaps Stevens to come 
under its wing. Studio would take 
over their contracts with 
and their interests in past and future 
pictures in return for $5,000,000 in 
Par stock. 


| high 
,/up more capital and that the. anti- 


jtrust decree may force added ex- 


interest in the theatres. | 





partner 
George Stevens to join Leo Me- 
If Stevens 


Sam | 


Liberty | 





Rank’s Expansion 


Centinged from page 5 


circuit. and dropped negotiations for 
the Jenkins chain. Robert Benjamin, 
prexy’ of Rank’s U. S organization, 
is currently in Mexico City and it’s 
not unlikely that~he’ll size up pros- 
pects for Rank. 
Why Yanks Are Stymied 

American theatre execs: say two 
factors are blocking long heralded 
plans for foreign expansion. First, 





|There’s no predicting, it’s said, what 
|foreign governments will do on fiscal 
policies. Cited as recent illustra- 
tions “are India and Sweden, Indian 
|government has yanked ‘the rug from 


. junder current quotas on American 
tories as the Coast, New York, Con- | aus 


ipix and ordered new huddles to fix 
‘a lower number of imports. The 
Swedes have suspended all film im- 
ports because of a gold crisis. 

' Second, 
ng unprofitable and the majors are 
net anxious to sink. big money in 
houses which may be worth only 
a fraction of the cost within a few 
years. Add to all this the fact that 
production costs are eating 


|penditures, and its easy to see why 
ithe Yanks are going slow, it’s said. 
Of all the majors, only Metro has 
been active in the past year picking 
up showcases. Paramount now is 
stirring, aware of the danger. It’s 
|been reported, for instance, that. Par 
\is trying to close a deal with the 
|Fuller circuit in Australia. The 
|Metro setup there has proved so 
|good that other majors want show- 
| windows in each Aussie key. 
Par and Fuller’s 
| George Weltner, Par’s foreign 
j|head, and Clement Crystal, foreign 
|theatre chief, recently made a survey 
of the Australian situation on their 
;current round-the-world trip. Sir 
Ben Fuller, the circuit’s head, has 
admitted to Varrery that talks have 
taken place recently with Par execs. 
Final answer on’ whether Par will 
‘buy out the Fullers is now up to 
Barney Balaban, Par’s prexy. 
What's known is that Par would 
like to tie up with native capital in 
‘various locales so that its own coin 
won't run the risk of reprisals 
|against- foreign investments. Idea is 
|to- have local capital build and own 
ja house with Par taking over on a 
long-term lease. With that would go 
ja guarantee that the theatre would 
ihave an exclusive franchise on 
|Paramount product. 
In the comparatively short post- 
war period Rank has moved in all 
‘directions. Besides the Schlesinger 
land Palace deals, he’s bought out 
|Paul_ Nathanson’s 50% chunk of the 
|Louis Elliman circuit in Ireland 
| (close to 100 houses); picked up 50% 
'of the Norman Rydge chain in Aus- 
|tralia (100 houses): and closed a 
_joint distribution deal with Gau- 
/mont-French which gives his pix 
| priority in France and North Africa. 
He’s also building the largest 
showcase in Cairo. Added to these 
|late expansion thrusts, Rank holds 
|127 houses in New Zealand in the 
Kerridge circuit. There’s also his 
British holdings—the  354-theatre 
Odeon chain and the 283-theatre 
|Gaumont string. 


j 
} 


. 


recent developments everseas have 
Yank biggiés leery about tossing 
more coin into foreign countries. | 





| Chaplin 


WB Last of the Series 


Study of WB's theatre posi- 
tion under the decree’s provi- 
sions governing the majors in 
the exhibition field is the fifth 
and last of a series which turned ° 
the stotlight on the Big Five. 
Heretofore, in successive issues’ 
of the paper, VARIETY has 
printed a breakdown of Para- 
mount, 20th-Fox, Loew’s and 
RKO theatre holdings. 

Whether the majors will be 
compelled to comply with the 
partial divorcement provision of 
the decree must wait out final 
decision by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Meanwhile, with a two- 
year deadline fixed, the Big Five 
are taking financial steps to meet 
that contingency, should it arise. 








'Bercovici’s ‘Dictator’ 


Suit Being Tried in N.Y. 
Five-million dollar damage 
filed by” Konrad Bercovici 
Charlie Chaplin for the latter's 
alleged misappropriation of Ber- 
covici’s story material in “The Great 
Dictator” opened in New York fed- 
eral court Thursday (17) with a 
denial from Chaplin’s attorneys of 


suit 
against 


highly inflated costs of | the charge. Bercovici had claimed 
materials have. made theatre build- | that Chaplin in 
; screenplay 


1938 
he’d written 
Hitler’s, dictatorship but 
same material was later 
ated into the picture. 

Louis Frohlich, Chaplin’s attorney, 
opened the testimony before Judge 
Harold P. Burke with a denial that 
there had ever existed even an oral 
contract between the two. After 
praising Chaplin’s “God-given gifts,” 
he declared the comedian had writ- 
ten the entire screenplay of “Dic- 
tator” by himself. Bercovici, on the 
stand most of the day. testified un- 
der examination by his attorney, 
Louis Nizer, that Chaplin had told 
him in 1937, “You and I can do im- 
portant things together.” 

Writer, in attempting to prove 
the close collaboration between him- 
self and Chaplin, claimed he'd. dis- 
cussed the scripts of his “Haymarket 
Riot” and “Cry of the Wolf” with 
under an agreement that 
he’d receive 15% of the gross profits 
from either of the pictures. Chaplin 
however. rejected beth scripts and 
they were never screened. ,*“Wolf,” 
according to Bercovici, was written 
at Chaplin’s invitation-as a. possible 
picture for Paulette Goddard, to 
whom the comedian was. then mar- 
ried. . 

After claiming he’d submitted the 
script on Hitler in 1938, Bercovict 
alleged Chaplin had told him several 
days later that the State Depart- 
ment had nixed the idea for a pic- 
ture on Hitler and Mussolini be- 
cause the U. S. was not at war with 
Germany and Italy. In 1941, how- 
ever, Chaplin produced the film 
using many of what Bercovici 
claimed were his ideas. 

Writer was not cross-examined by 
Frohlich. Trial resumed yesterday 
(Tues.) with a screening for the 
jurors of “Dictator,” in which Ber- 
covici attempted to point out the 
similarity between the picture and 
his script. Latter was offered as 
testimony to the jurors last Thurs- 
day. Bercovici later took the stand 
again to resume his testimony. 


rejected a 
satirizing 
that 
incorpor- 





Fire Violations Shut St. L. Nabe 
St. Louis, April 22. 


Acting on orders of City Marshal | 


Walter H. Kammann, city authori- 
ties ordered the shuttering of the 
Robin, a North St. Louis indie nabe, 





because of failure to comply with the 
city’s new building and safety code. 








Breakdown of the extent 
Warner Bros. is affected by the the- 
\atre operating provisions of the de- 
icree follows. In the instances of 
profit-sharing leases and pooling ar- 
rangements, steps towards the dis- 
solution of these ties are well under 
;way. Analysis dates back a num- 
ber of years and may have changed 
;}in minor respects: : 

1. Theatres in which WB has a 
steck interest but which are not con- 
| trolled nor operated by the company: 
State, Town or City Theatre 


New Jersey — 





| Pennsy lwania— 


| Allentown........Colonial, Rialto, Lyrix 

and State 
o0aveues Capitol, Grand 
ss eeeeseee: ° MOste 


eecccces: Mii 
National 


Harvisburg..... 
Reading 
Wisconsin Milwaukee 


that + 





SO UUUED. buss 646600 bends cannes Bever-Lee 
OER, 16 £5.65. had dod so ss Cha cess Fox 
Rridgeton ....... Sarerrrirren |; 
Buriington..... Birch Opera House, Fox 
Moorestown ... beds tépeanec Criterton 
Mt. Holly..... core begeeagece Fox 
Pennsgrove.... Broad, Riverside 
Riverside Tee ee, 
Swedesbere eoe-+s+- Embassy 
Woodbury .Rialto, Wood | 





WB Theatres Affected Under Decree 





2. Theatres owned by WB but 
leased to and operated by others: 

State, Town or City 
Maryland 


Baltimore ...........Meropolitan 
New Jersey—Little Falis........ Oxford 
New York— 
ne eee ee ere Warner 
WUUOUEED Wc se hdoercciaucbecai .. Strand 
Penns; |vania— 
Philadelphia.....Grant, Poplar, Riviera 
Potistown....... Strand, Vietor 
nee mee, PRUE EOE PPC ee . San Toy 
Wesley ville (asta kesdeaaeen Penn 
Texas-San Antonio... .. Emptre 
Virginia—Lynehburge . .. Trenton 
Wisconsin Kenosha ......... .. Kenosha 
Mlinois—Chieawo. .. Symphony (div. profits) 
New Jersey—Newark..... Ritz (div. profits) 





| 


} 


| 


3. Theatre companies owned in part 
by Warners: 
“> of 
Theatre company WB int. 
Atlantic Theatre oer 6:6 aseer -» i 
Harold Theatre Co ’ ~~ ™ 
Mansfield Operating Corp lw 
Milwaukee Theatre © a] 
Mt. Oliver Theatre Co le 
National Theatre Co at) 
Regent State Corp... ta) 
[Stanley-Shapiro Theatre Co | 
Stundard Theatre C'o........ é coon @ 


the 


Theatre| 








MPF Execs 


Continued from page 4 


attention to the fact a salesman was 
not included. Fred Sliter, of Fox, 
veterans of 35 years in the business, 
was chosen, by a show of hands, 
over Richard Hayes, of Paramount, 
and Charles Dortic, Columbia. Larry 
Cowen, publicity director for Fabian 
upstate, and manager of Proctor’s 
Troy, pointed out that no theatre 
manager was in the group. Gug 
Graves, city manager for Fabian in 
Schenectady, and another long-time 
industry man, was put in nomina- 
tion then. 

Other members are: 
Schine, Schine Circuit, Inc., Glov- 


ley Theatres, Cooperstown; Herman 
L. Ripps, M-G-M district manager 
(Boston has been added to his for- 
mer territory of Albany, Buffalo and 
New Haven); C. J. Latta, New York 
state zone manager for Warners; 
Charles A. Smakwitz, assistant to 
Latta; Leonard L. Rosenthal, coun- 
sel and adviser on buying for Up- 
state Theatres, Inc.; Artie Newman, 
Republic manager; Henry (Dutch) 
Harris, representing the Albany 
stagehands’ local; Charles McCarthy, 
business agent of the Troy projec- 
tionists’ union; John Sauerborn, bus- 
iness agent of the Schenectady pro- 
jectionists’ union: Ed Ruff, Para- 
mount manager; Howard Goldstein, 
v.p. of F-43 and head booker for 
RKO; Neil Hellman, of the Fabian- 
Hellman interests. 


Chi Foundation Plans 





Chicago, April 22. 

Chi Motion Picture Foundation, at 
its first organizational meeting here 
last week, laid plans for a member- 
ship drive in this area after electing 
Edward G. Zorn, prez of United The- 
atre Owners of Illinois, chairman of 
the board of the 
group. Arthur 
elected trustee. 

Louis A. Novins explained the 
purpose of the Foundation, which he 
likened to the Rockefeller and Mel- 
lon foundations in seope and pur- 
pose, Nevins, assistant to Barney 
Balaban, Paramount prexy, said that 
it was high time that the motion pic- 
ture industry took care of its own. 
Membership group inehided Jack 
Rose, Walter Immerman, John Bala- 


newly formed 


Schoenstadt was 


Frank Allen, Irving Mack, Jack 
Flynn, Ed Silverman, Sam Shirley, 
Frank Stickling, Tom Murray, S. J. 
Gregory and Fred Shoup. 


K. €, Meet 
Kansas City, April 22. 
A meeting to begin organization of 
a panel of the Motion Picture 
Foundation here was held at the 
Muehlebach hotel last Friday (18) 
with Ed Zorn, of the United Thea- 
tre Owners of Illinois, as principal 
speaker. A committee of nine was 
chosen, with A. Jules Benedict as 
temporary chairman, to select a 


permanent chairman and set up the 
panel, 









Lorraine De Wood 


Continued from page | gaa’ 


cafe salary is considerably less. 
She's been around as a standard cafe 
act. 


When Rocky Graziano recently 
was barred from boxing in N. Y. 
Rosen became his agent, but the 


to fight in Chi. Leo Durocher got 
a similar offer from Rosen when 
baseball “czar” Happy Chandler sus- 
pended him for a year, but Lippy is 
a vet radio trouper and already is 
agented by Mark Hanna. 


Rosen now says he’s got a job for 
Patricia Schmidt, accused of Mee’s 
Slaying, when she gets out of the 
mess in Cuba. 





Performers’ $750 Defense Fund 
Chicago, April 22. 
Patricia Schmidt, 21, former Chi 
dancer charged with the murder of 
John Lester Mee, Chi attorney, will 
receive $750 towards her defense 
fund from voluntary contributions 
by local performers which American 
Guild of Variety Artists here has in 
escrow. 
According to Jack Irving, Chi exec 
secretary of AGVA, the donations 
}are from performers who knew and 









Louis W. | 


ersville; William C. Smalley, Smal- | 


Membership Drive 


ban, Tom Flannery, James Coston, | 


Decree Stay Not Staying 
M-C’s Sales Meet April 28 


Despite the sweeping stay granted 
the majors recently in decree-im. 
posed changes in selling policy, 
Metro will go ahead with its forth. 
coming national sales meet as orig. 
inally planned. Confab, first all. 
embracing one for M-G since the 
War, has been called to begin Mon- 
day (28) at the Hotel Astor, N. y. 


Major part of the meet, which 
Metro sales veepee William F. Rod. 
gers has indicated might run 10 days, 
; will undoubtedly be given over to 
idiscussions of the decree end the 
stay, with Metro attorneys on hand 
i|to join Rodgers in leading the dis- 
cussions. 





Meet marks the first time in 21 
| years that the Metro sales staff has 
|been gathered in N. Y 
|powwows have been held Chi- 
cago or on the Coast, but Rodgers 
ruled them out this year under the 
|assumption it would be unwise for 
him and the homeoffice sales ex- 
ecutives to be away from their desks 
for too long, in view of the current 
anti-trust decree business 

Metro will provide a press room at 
the Astor in an attempt to keep ex- 
hibitors informed through the trade 
press as to what's transpiring. In 
addition, Rodgers has 
|juncheon for the press next Wednes- 
day (30), midway in the meet, where 
he'll explain what’s been discussed 
until then. 





Prey ious 


scheduled a 
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nor ed 
Booze ‘Biz | 


| Continued from page 3 

















one of the major points on which 
MPA prexy Eric Johnston spoke to 
producers, writers and directors in 
a round of the studios recently. 
| Sohnston warned that the provision 
of the Production Code concerning 
liquor must be obeyed if the indus- 
try is to avoid serious repercussions. 

Code states that drinking shall 
'be shown only when necessary to. 
advance action or plot. Members of 





Johnston's staff have been com- 
|plaining recently that drinking is 
itoo frequently shown not for that 


reason at all, but merely as di- 
rector’s “business.” Aim is to stop 
such casual use of bottle-and-glass. 

Letters of complaint on too much 
|} booze have fallen off quite consid- 
lerably in the past six weeks, ac- 
|cording to Clark. Since the effects 


lof Johnston’s warning won't be felt 


'on the sereen for months, MPA 
flack isn't certain of what signifi- 
leance to attach to the slough in 


squawks. A possible reason, it is 
thought, is the publicity given by 
Hollywood writers to the MPA 
prexy’s recent conclaves demanding 
stricter adherence to the Code. 
Feeling is that the letter-writers 
may now be awaiting reaction to 
Johnston's demands on the studios. 


Most of the beefs come from the 
midwest and deep south, Clark's 
recount shows, with very frequently 
clear indication that they are the 
result of mass action rather than 
individual disapproval. Letters will 
usually come in bunches from & 
single area and be worded more or 
less similarly, indicating they fol- 





middleweight has since been signed | ; 
S & | Suggestive dialog in films. 





| worked with Miss Schmidt. The 
; union will turn the money over to 
i those concerned with Miss Schmidt's 


lowed some sort of pastoral impre- 
cation on pictures or resulted from 


,a forum or meeting at which cellu- 


loid morality was discussed. 





Towa Lutherans Squawk 
Des Moines, April 22. 
Directors of the Iowa Lutheran 
Welfare Society let loose a strong 


‘protest this week against drinking 


and 
Board 
represents six large Iowa Lutheran 
groups with adult membership of 
131,740 in 486 churches. 


AMPP Fumes at Beer 
Plugs by 11 Film Stars 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Association of Motion Picture 
Producers is foaming over the news 
that 11 screen players have signed to 
double as beer pluggeys in the 
Schaefer Brewery’s national ad 
campaign. Foaming is ail the 
AMPP can do about it as long as the 
thesps involved are not under con- 
tract to major studios. Four of the 
1l, signed by Florence Pritchett, 
who agented the contacts have been 
identified as Bonita Granville, Tony 
Martin, Robert Young and Hoagsy 
Carmichael. 

Meanwhile Arch Reeve, represent- 
ing the major lots, has sent out ®@ 
letter reminding all members of the 


scenes, intense lovemaking 





| policy adopted in 1934, banning all 
advertising hookups of film names 
, With alcoholic drinks. 
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LLION ROAD’ 





EVERY NEW DATE BRINGS NEW PRAISE! THEY’RE 
IN LOVE WITH ITS LOVE STORY. AND ITS HORSES. 
AND ITS BIG, BEAUTIFUL OUTDOOR SPLENDOR’ 


WARNERS’ 


STALLION ROAD 


DIRECTED By 


JAMES V. KERN 


NOVEL AND SCREEN 
BY STEPHEN LONGSTREEY 


PRODUCED By 


ALEX GOTTLIEB 
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MPA Expanding Board Roster to 36, 
Solves Problem of Getting a Quorum 


VARIETY 
What About Bacon? 


Glen Allvine, New York press 
rep for the Motion Picture 
Assn., will take up the cudgels 
for the Earl of Oxford as the 


Wednesday, April 23, 1947 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


| Boxoffice outlook in the midwest is brightened by informed bankers’ 
opinion that the upper midwest is going into the 1947 spring planting 




















true author of Shakespeare's | season with one of the seven best crop prospect years the section has 

plays in an address at the All | had in a row. The opinion was revealed in the annual spring planting 

Difficulty of getting a quorum for¢ | Angels Church, N.Y., May 4. /and business survey conducted by the Commercial West, 47-year-old 
Motion Picture Assn. board meet- Allvine is a member of the weekly financial and business news magazine, published in Minneapolis, 


ings is behind changes in the by~ 
laws which will be voted on at a 
special meeting of the general mem- 
bership set for May 8 in New York. 
Switches which come up for ap- 
proval include doubling the number 
of directors and deleting. the pro- 


Theatre Tele 


Centinued from page 3 


Snakespeare fellowship, which | Theatre business in the territory is mainly dependent on agriculture’s 
holds that the label Shakespeare well-being. Continued high farm prices, also a certainty, will be a big 

| | help to the boxoffice, it’s pointed out 

| 


was just a nom-de-plume used | 


by Oxford. 

| Richard Condon has been named publicity director of the American 
| Heritage Foundation, in which unions, industrial and other organizations 
| are cooperating to send a train through the country bearing copics of the 





FCC refuses the requests, an appeal | 
will be made. 
Fleck of Applicants 

Also asking for the same channels 














Film Reviews 





ot al : av . ™ Constitution, Bill of Rights, etc., in am Americanism program. Ned Shugrue 
i pose a renee goons rey ee a Anes eetenes oe; Sele: | is campaign director of the unit. Condon was a amen ub] aaa 
! rs ssocii . " ; Ss campaig rector ' fas é rmer jlicity exee 
members of the Associa gue graph, the National Forestry Scrv- J—— Continued from pege 8 Qa - ; e ee PURSCIY Exe 
Effect of the changes will be to with Walt Disney and 20th-Fox and was later in business on his ow: 


ice and other relay applicants. Con- nar iat 
Triumph of Love 


|do much even here and in G¢ 
| speaking territory. 

There always will be laughs in the 
| Greek’s idea of a love strike to stop 
| war. But pointedly modern allusions 


give each of the seven major mem- 
ber companies, plus some of the 
others, two places on the board. Dif- 
ficulty on getting a quorum has been 
that in most eases company prexies 
are the reps on the board and they 


sequently the pic industry. which 
has feasted off research in the past, 
realizes that it must do research in 
the field itself before all FCC chan- 
nels are allocated elsewhere. Larsen, 


Forgotten man on the Metro lot is Andy Hardy, once a prominent young 
character in Culver City. Completed script of the film designed to fol- 
low “Love Laughs at Andy Hardy,” last release of the series, is gathering 
dust while the front office can’t make up its mind to put the story to work, 
Since Mickey Rooney has become an adult, with a couple of marriages « 


rman- 


, who has been meeting with John- ; » dialogue his. Nor " 
are not always avajlable in New| - ae don’t help the dialogue in this, Nor! his record, the chances are that series will be abandoned. . 
‘ tir ho h | ston, Walt Disney, Nelson and mem-/ do whimsical costumes rather than 
York for meetings. Others w ave} bers of the research foundation, is|the classical Greck ones make a 


been able to attend only Ineguay planning an executive committce | fairly unattractive bunch of players George Schaefer's 3% deal to supervise distribution of Enterprise prod- 


{ 
include producer reps Hal Roach composed of newsreel people, the- | look any better. uct is expected to net him around $60,000 on the first picture, “Ramrod.” 2 
and Cecil B. de Mille. er d x , ¥: although it was already in release at the time the contract was sicened. » 
: : ; atre owners, distributors and pro- While the seliinzs are of Athenian | up) _ Gites ave ia os : : : : Mei ; een 
Directorate will be increased from ducers to formulate plans for pres- | simplicity, though necessarily modest | ie ther Love”®@ is opening in New York this month, and “Arch of 


18 members to 36. Quorum consists | eniation apd approval before the | in cost for Vienna studios, the clothes, | Triumph” and “Body and Soul” are in the offing. 














further that the method of transmis- 











jeventually be approved by Congress 

















of nine members, of whom at least/ Motion Picture Assn. on May 8. women’s coiffures and other visual | 
five must represent distribs, There} yar-en pointed out also as a | features are obtrusive to the point of | l 
= - as. ee . . . . ~«3 44 > | 
are only 15 members on the board} warning that television rights to the interfering with concentration on the ® 
now, with no indication having been } major sporting events in the New | action. Length of picture plus long rl e n 
siven yet as to whether some vacain- | ss oon > : ; ichurech-like choruses with poor 
ee ew Ss |} York area were already signed for | 5;,+: . . + obscuring 
i will be left. as now, when the ; - } diction and soumd work obscu & —_ (cntinued from page 3 —_ 
author! nber i d } led ; the next five years by the major ra- | what’s being sung. slow things down ‘ 
authorized number 1s aoupied, or tA reete « P a a : : 
ye hether all 36 spots will be filled. dio inte ste and that the theatre in- |even more. producers labor committee Her-; is the one which grants the Police 
Proviso change that board mem- | rie yore _ po eese quickly | One player, Inge Konradi, emerges bert Sorrell, prez of the CSU. of| Department the power to decide 
bers will no longer have to be mem- | efore radio: television: became: 2) 4, 4 young, fresh personality, giving | which the Carpenters studio local; who shall parade, and when and 
bers of the Association is necessi- —— :, intel considerable life and aoe e the | is a member, declared the invitation | where. In the recent convictions 
ag Pa = : n discussing the physical aspects | role of Lysistrata’s servant e's es- ae eas eat } te «te. | before Jud Ford the key chare 
‘ ; ariliny «et P | ~ SST Ata - . was the first break in the stalemate. efore Judge Ford the key charge 
tated by the peculiar setup of the | of theatre television, he said that it ially noticeable in contrast to Berta ‘oe naceeq | WaS parading without a permit. We | 
MPA. When it was founded, back | wij) not have the same reproduction | Judith Holzmeisier's wooden char- | In Washington, the House passed will immediately: move to have these ; 
in 1922, there was uncertainty jjne as that used on home sets, but | acterization of the title role. oO. W.ithe rough, tough Hartley bill | dom etetionss . anide i d will tt a | 
' * lawyers (it hasn't been de- ' i“ : 7* Fischer plays unreésponsively in the | by a three-to-one margin, indicating | ons set aside and wi! en ' 
amon’ lawyers (it hasnt bee one much larger which would trans- play pe . move for acquittal all trials still ! 
termined by the courts yet) as to| mit important on-the pot action for male lead. Isra. the mood of the lower branch of ‘i * . os a ; Pials sti 
21 ; : ' wn-thees . ; . are | ne on » charce ‘s 
whether a beneficial-type corpore- | jmmediste practi: Via or tees chee eal Congress. So far as this bill is con- | One where this charge - still 
tion could be set un consisting en- bun. tniue thesring. - 3a pointed out - eerned, it is stiffer than woat will seein ) 
tirely of other corporations. It was : New Foreign Films : 


thought thet it could possibly 
sist only of individuals. 

To allay a possible upset later the 
MPA was orfanized a combina- 
tion of both corporations and indi-| theatre using it. 
viduals. Way it works is that each| By the two systems. and the use ef 
member company appoints an indi-! gmail transmitters nam c 4 

" vidual as a member. Board is elected | pag An ores a Faire here 
from among these individuals. Sivce| yjcig6n would be overcome. He 


con-- sion could be of two type’, one wing 


a direct beam, and the other a mul- 
tiple addressee system which would 
beam the prosram directly to the 


as 


it is not possible to name ¢ ‘aimed that the installation cf te'e 
individuals in that manner nm equipment in theatres was rela‘ively 
a 36-man board, by-law ¢1a V 


| inexpensive, about $7,000, compared 
| to a figure of four to five timcs more 
| for motion picture viewing. He felt 
{that there would be no trouble be- 
tween unions and that RCA hasval- 
| ready put out instructions to motion 
ThuS' picture projectionists advising them 


make it okav to name individuais 
whose companies are members but 
who personally are not. 

Makeup of the membership and 
directorate is tricky as result of the 
cornorate-in‘dividual setup. 


there are five types of members: hew to use television. 
C'sss A—Producing corporations;| Thé question came up about what 
Class B—Distributing Cornorations;| would happen to first run’ motion 


Class C—Individua's named by pro-/ picture houses if one transmitter is 
ducing corporations: Class D—Indi- | ysed to service many theatres show- 
viduals named by distributing cor-}jng the same film at one time. Lar- 
porations: and Class E—Individuals | gen replied that the problem had 
ele:ted from any other source (such | already been taken care of and 
as nrexy Evi+ Johnston). ! solved similarly to that of motion 

Ther> are two tynes of directors: ‘picture distributing and that 15 sep- 
Class / . elected by individuel mem- } arate channels had been asked for 
bers named bv producing corpora-' the city of New York alone. 
tions, and Cless EF, elected by indi- 
vidual members named by distribut- 
in’ cornorations. ; 

All the major companies which 
combine prodrction and distribution 
are considered distributer members, 


sharp as the newsreels, but he felt 
that the video service would surpass 
newsree!s within seven to ten years, 
and would also come in color. 

Only difference of opinion voiced 





excent Warrer Bros. It holds mem- | to Larsen’s statements were those of 





At first equipment will not be as | 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 








“Rrellopsmatten” (“Wedding Night") 
SWEDISH). Europa Film preduction 
and release, Stars Max liensen, Sickan 


Inca Iaengre;: fea- 
taxesor, Sten Hed- 


Carissen, Lauwritx Pelk, 
tures John Eetvikl, trio 


lend. Directed by Revill Ibsen. Sereenplay 
by Svew Gusto fssen baresl om play by Vivier 
Tidmarsh. At Saga, Sieekhelm. Running 
time, 85 MENS, 


Based on the play. “Is Your 
Honeymoon Really Necessary,” this 
film shapes up as a fine comedy 
with good chances in the Swedish 
market, and some hope in the world 
market. Danish comedian . Max 
| Hansen handles his role well and 
| Bodil Ipsen’s direction is great. 








Houdfaste” (SWEDISH). 
production and release, 
erg Rydeberg. Bisie Albin; 
Modern, Vere Valder, Tord 


| 

“Harald 
Kiln 
Cleorge Font, ¢ 
features Thor 
Stal, 
nar Falek. Directed by 
~creenplay, Arne Uormehusch: eamera, 
Melix Forsman: music, Joules Syivain, Re- 
viewed in Stockholm. 


MINS, 


itempe Feostmen. 


In George Fant. Sweden now has 
its own Errol Flynn. He does well 
in this 15th century adventure yarn, 
Acting direction and camera are all 
solid. Film looms as a long Tunner 
| here although chances are dubious 
| in the U. S. 











| “Kuudes Kasky” (Sixth 
ments (FENNESH), Suomen 


Command- 
| oem production and release. 


Filmiteot 


Toennberg, Stiri Aligerkoski; 


Stars 


Hanny Schedin, Gaener Olsson, -ag- 


lunning time, 8@ 


Stars Ghedi 
fextures Taple 


how 
this 


in showing 
legislation 


and is useful 
far labor 
session. 
committee 


just 
mieht go 


with the softer Senate 
ate floor. Although the Scnate bill 
approved by its labor committee is 


milder than what the Senate will 





It will be compromised on, 


finally send to the conference com- |! 


Postwar Prod. 7 7 


Centinued from page 9 








bill which has yet to get on the Sen- | 


would have inflated merchand 
be sold in a declining markéi 
20th-Fox For Examp!e 
Report turned in by 20th-Fox this 


mittee, it nevertheless contains an} week is a case in point. With a 
aera ree PTT  |record of $22,619,535 net for the 

anti-jurisdictional strike clause,} -~ ee -* 

clinching that section in the final | year ending Dec. 28, 1946, 20th :nows 


bill. 


Show biz labor generally will not 
be as hard hit by the bills as work- 
ers in some other industries. How- 
ever, there is a possibility that the 
American Federation of Musicians 
will be hurt since there will be 
some language against featherbed- 
ding, which will hit standbys even 
if the current “anti-Petrillo law” 
should be ruled unconstitutional. 


As for Green, he said that presi- 
dents of 12 national unions which 
have locals in the studios, have 
agreed to huddle with him to seek 
a System for ending jurisdictional 
strikes such as those which have 
been plaguing the film industry off 
and on for the past two years. These 
walkouts are one of the prime rea- 
sons why the House and Senate la- 
bor bills contain provisions outlaw- 
ing jurisdictiona) strikes. 


-Green said the meeting next 





;current assets totalling $103,055,004 
jagainst $94,836,983 for 1945. But the 
| gain of some $8,000,000 is more than 
| made up by a boost of $12,993,354 in 
'pix inventories. 

Inventories climbed from $39,705,- 
| 426 at the end of 1945 to $52,698,780 


by the close of '46. Increase is prin- 
|cipally’ represented, according to 
iprexy Spyros Skouras, “by the 


greatly improved quality of our pic- 
tures” and “by rising costs of pro- 
duction, fargely in wages paid.” 
Actually, terrific profits notwith- 
Standing, 20th’s position so far as 
cash, bonds and accounts receivable 
is concerned, was dented over the: 
year. Company assets in those three 
liquid brackets totalled some $50.- 


000,000 against $55,000,000 «at the 
close of °45. 
Entire $22,619.535 profits were 


consumed by the pix, inventory rise 
combined with payment of divi- 
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Na Vaan: isko Vettenranta, Ak Core : Pp , dends. Stockholders’ melons, report 
bershins in both catevories. as result | Capt. William C. Eddy, managing henem, Aki oman? directed ‘wy a vo month might develop information disclosed toted to $10,486,926 on com- 
of the fact that when the studio) director of B&K television station Greene pai? owiehe geen agus Me PN BF yr whiek could end jurisdictional walk-|mon stock and $817,980 on prior 
and the distribut'on comnanies were | here, who claimed that theatre tele- At Rex, Helsinki. Running time, 96 MENS, outs for every industry. preferred and convertible p.eferred 
united each held® a membership | vision would not be possible before | ——— First meeting lasted 75 minutes, | stocks. The balance is more than 
which wasn't ¢ sturbed. WB thus) at least five years. | ‘ Starring some of the best known | conducted in a very friendly atmos- | made up-by the $12,993,354 increase 
a'so had two spots on the board, ved or the Binns hae oe | phere. It broke up after agreeing | in inventory which otherwive would 
his was chanved a ast “eneral | ~. } . . PS SHAUN Pomme mn sec i ’ ; in ¢ gS 
ie Poste ’ bong prdioaa | Eastern Screen Writers | Toini Havu's screenplay was adeptly | = s econd meeting shortly, date | Tee reflected in ca = 
when Robert W. Perkins, WB ven- | In Organizational Move pot —_ ed ae eden Twenty-four were ‘present. For | in 46 Senk guna tie vt py at 
eral counsel wos renloced by Her- | Campaign to unionize screen mental story offers little interest out-| producers there were Boren, Pat before, but U. S. and foreign securi- 
man Robbins. of Netional. Screen! writers domiciled in the east has | Side of Finland. Casey, Fred Pelton and labor rela- | ties dipped to $9,987,180 from $15.- I 
Servies. That leaves WB represented | peen launched by a provisional | ‘ — tions managers of 10 majors. For | 819,161, and accounts receivable to ( 
by Albert Warner until all com-|group calling itself the Sereen cpnehaatgve Havel ("Light Melody") the Carpenters: Cambiano, Charles | $6,164,482 from $7,033,181. a 
penies get two rens as a rcsult of the | writers Organizing Committee. Out- | stuction end release. St: rs Kalle Reuyenen, A. Sprowl, prexy, Local 946; James I 
changes to be voted on May 8. fit is holding its first meeting next boule Hoy tenes : degtaren Rawha Réstola, | Skelton, business agent; William H. t 
® aa Wednesday (30) in New York in|jonen, tans Lanski. dieird by Kavin | DOMOVan, Tom Connolly and Oscar + t 
UA’s Publicity Revamp j order to air orZanizational plans for ened aes. vie sre minsic, Schatze. ‘ ‘Duel’ Prices tf 
‘ Recent departure of Nick Manwla| the approximately 250 freelance sag Beg eal lean arcial di = Roents QemiRN’ feet wees §$ ann 0 
frem the United Artis‘s’ publicity ree in this area who would be er . | L.A. Court Voids Strike irony , wee 
denartment to join David O. Selz- | eligible. : : AP tly Finnish opera singer, Kalle Ruu- | ° ‘ond week in both Rochester and a 
nick flackery. has bought about a| According to the group's publicity | sunen, makes his film debut in this | Ordinance Vs. Parades | syracuse. It opened last Thursday : 
; reore of the UA denartment, headed | director, Lois C. Peters, the commit- |musieal opposite Doris, Hovimaa. Los Angeles. Apri] 22. | «17 ‘ ’ 
§ , ‘n ai ; ton to tek being formed in © osition ' Score by Heikki Aaltoila along with 408 ie nge es, pril 22. (17) and for the four days ending 1 
by Tom Waller. Larry Beller, who reagcnag- a Writers G iad hich | some of Bizet’s classics is fine, while Appellate division of the L. A. ‘Sunday (20 eni had piled up 
Hl hed been in the setuD on a tems | ene S Sak dusume at Gites on direction and sctipting are fair. Pic- superior court declared unconstitu- fa y ) evening had pile : ¢ 
; porary _basis. was moved perme- ear ra ra magn rea | ture’s chances are limited to Finland. | tional the anti-parade ordinance | $29,000 in Rochester—$8,000 bette : 
+ nently into Mamuls’s spot as met- || nad r ed 1 rhs projec 0 ~--—--—-— under which scores of strikers were | than Gone With the Wind oer : 
a ropolitan newswaper contact. Cas | M€ — cea ey gre cor (SWEDISH) Tyan {Supper for, Two") | arrested during the film studio labor | the same period in Syracuse, it had B 
i Acams, also formerly a temporary oe ere oreo te mated troiietion. eee, | demonstrations last autumn. garnered just about $20,000—o0F F 
ap appointee, was named to the staff as Army Signal Co: ps pictures. Deci- | Adulphsen, Karin Ekehind: features Gaby | This opinion is not expected to ' $2,000 more than “GWTW.” I 
iq feature writer and researcher. é, pow a apo agen z "i atdanan yas e a atiel Pett of en ee eer affect the four strikers sentenced to | All indications point to apprexi- F 
John Incram. who has been with ; re GELSE GTOUP 16 COUMIVEH. OF- | ied lw Ragaur Arfvedeson: pere nptay, | @ year in jail by Judge Byron J. | mately $1.25 being top price thet can g 
the department as writer and layout &@P12ed. | Amire oy jeune, ‘Mik my abel ey | Walters in municipal court. They be charged before the law of dimin- 
‘man, takes over wire service and | _ lGirand, Stockholo, Hanning time, 8® MENS, | Were charged with offenses other ishing returns sets in. There seems 
syndicaie coverace. Rosellen Calla- Shamroy Heads ASC | _—_— ithan illegal parading. Meanwhile, |to be an adequate public willing to 
han continues handling fashions, d | French play and film “L'Inevetable | labor attorneys have filed a motion | pay that figure for selected pix, “ th J 
Tess Michaels mavazines and Lew Hollywood, April 22. | M. Dubois,” by Andre Paul Antoine, | for the acquittal of 35 paraders re- | biz falling off when the tap #¢t : h 
Barasch trade press. Leon Shamroy was elected presi- = — — an cae | Say found guilty before Judge above that. Samucl Goldwyn 0'- + n 
David E. Diener has been taken dent of the American Society saad a — ~ s se Evin John J. Ford in municipal court. ganization has found that to be true ; tl 
on by the UA ad dept. to work un- Cinematographers for one year. ~ ‘i iecoch Fre toma and -- Fe at Frank Pestana, attorney for the of “Best Years of Our Live” atte! P 
dev Francis Winikus, advertising! Otver new officers are Charles | in Finland. picture's thespine ond Congress of Studio Unions, said: much price experimentation and 
manager, as a copywriter. He ‘ors Clark, first veepee; Joe Ruttenber$, | jeehnical credits are senerally good,| “This parade ordinance is the ene has set a policy for all future e"- V 
merly was with both Republie and second veepee; Ray Rannahan, s€e-! However, it looms as a pee! entry junder which hundreds of innocent gagements of charging $1 plus wet ah 
Columbia. , retary, and Fred Jackman, treasurer. for U. S. jpeople were illegally arrested. It \ever the local tax is. Z a 
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Lightman, 8 Majors 7 | : me 
In Blanket Denials On | : ghey 
$3,000,000 Trust Suit , 


Memphis, April 22. 

M. A. Lightman, his associates, and 
eight major distributors filed blanket 
denials over the weekend in federal * - 
court here to monopoly charges un- 
der which six, neighborhood theatre p nnn nce —_ 
groups are suing them for $3,000,000. 

Answers, filed separately by at- 
torneys for the 14 defendants, all 
ask dismissal of the suite and take 


| os 
exception to federal judge Marion | 
a eo a new convenience o 
them separately, contending that | 


hearing of the complaints jointly 
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would prejudice some of the cases. 
Lightman, accused in the original 
complaint of conspiring to force the | 
Realty Co., states that the realty 
firm is merely the trade name of 
L.&L. under which L.&L. owns the 
Capitol and Joy theatres. It de- 
nies ownership of any houses out- * 
sic2 Memphis. This answer also de- | ' 
nies Lightman owns, operates or : ‘n 
controls six Memphis neighborhood | ia 
theatres as charged. 0 a | p 
The answers say clearances of 
ag by neighborhood houses 
have been reasonable,.and deny the 
Ritz and Madison obtained advan- 
tage over conapetitors through any 
ants. The distributors and others : 
deny they comptes on distribution NO TIPPING IN C40 DINERS ——THE NO TIPPING THE PORTERS IN C40. ° 
of films. Stated they acted inde- 
pendently and in a manner that did SERVICE IS COURTEOUS AND FREE COACHES-—THEIR SERVICES ARE FREE 
not deprive independent theatre- , 
owners of an access to a free com- . 
petitive market. 
Independent theatre owners bring- 
ing the suit have made large profits 
from exhibition of pictures produced 
swer avers. Each answer states all 
damages claimed by the independent 
roup, which accrued prior to Aug. 
2, 1943, are barred by the statute 
of limitations. 
Answers were filed by Warners, 
; Universal, United Artists, 20th-Fox, 
RKO, Loew’s, Ine.; Columbia, Para- 
mount, L. & L. Theatres, Capitel 
Realty Co., Lightman, M. S. M. 
. i Kohn and Maclo Theatres, Inc. 
) I, The complaint was filed by Chal- 
- mers Cullins, Nate E. Evans and 
D : Edward O. Cullins, doing business 
as Idlewild theatre; Kemmons Wil- 
son, Mrs. Ruby L. Wilson and Louis 4 
A. Weaver, of Airways theatre; Au- 
— J. Cianciola and Agnes M. w™ should you—the pay- _leave a tip on the change tray _ we'll compensate these employees 
- janciola, Luciann theatre; James A... : j di t] f tt di t 
s West, Hollywood theatre; E. R. Gil- ing customer of the rail- when you eat on a C&O diner. rectly for attending to your 
e 4 , . 
e: Cianciola, Rosemary theatre, and by roads—have to shell out for so It means you won’t have to dig _ needs. 
e 
e 























Orpheum theatre out of business, | 
denied all charges in the paragraph 
/ covering that theatre. He likewise | 
i denied ownership or control of six | 
B other theatres in Memphis cr else- 
a where, as charged in the complaint. 
The answer, filed by L. & L. Thea- 
tres, a partnership, and Capitol . 
agreements held with the defend- 
by the eight distributors, their an- 
Cord, Edwin Sapinsley, Herbert 
lette, Bristol theatre; Mrs. Lebora 
Evans and Cullins individually. " 


many of the ordinary services down for change for the porters , 
you need when you travel? who serve the coaches on C&O This move to end the tipping 
crack trains. nuisance is the latest, but not the 
es Teeunees srem page © Why shouldn’t your rail ticket last, of many improvements in 
to send such large delegations that - 


« they are booking special cars to entitle you to courteous personal We cannot extend the no-tip- Tail travel offered by the C&O. 
ae ene ean D. mneet, A service—without extra charge? 
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b ping rule-to union terminals 
ers and wiwes have signed to at- ‘ f 
: tend the convention. Pittsburgh’s The Chesapeake & Ohio does shared by the C&O with other 
. to carry its contingent. not believe the travelers on its ‘Tailroads, since the ee in * Naturally, this 
: , . i our 
i Des Moines Charity Drive railroad should have to tip—and _ these stations are not on 
i- At a meeting of Variety Club, Des is taking the first step toward ‘ 
Moines Tent No. 15, recently, a big rule apply on Pullmans, since Pullman porters, 
adopted, according to G, Ralph ning at once, you are urgently the porters are employed by the or to redcaps , 
— 2 7 
the obligation to subsidize a free requested not to tip C&O Pullman Company—not by us. in union terminals, 
bed in three Des Moines hospitals ea the ane 
i a 
of patients unable to pay. But wherever C & O employees y 
In addition to this, the club ices they perform. 
iy Boe 0 underprivileged boys to YMCA 
‘/ Summer Camp at Boone, Iowa. Fol- This means you won’t have to _ find no outstretched palms—for 
'p tend the National Variety Club 
er onvention in Los Angeles, May 13- 
; Fy Branton, Nate Sandler, W. F. De- ‘ : 
or i Frenne, with Harold McKinney and 
. D. C. Kennedy as alternates. A. H. 
ie Blank was elected honorary dele- 
un Bate. 5 
to Omaha, April 22. 
th ‘ About 35 theatres in this territory 
n- ; Matinees at 25c. for the benefit of 
we i the new Children’s Memorial Hos- 
nd Plan is being engineered by the | a: 
ne Variety Club here which last year 1 


4 delegation of 100 Variety Club mem- 

q ' tent also has ordered several cars 

iF Des Moines, April 22. pay roll. Nor can the no-tipping r does not apply to 

0 Charity Program ‘for 1947 was abolishing this nuisance. Begin- 

- Branton, Chief Barker. Tent assumes 
for a year, Program is for benefit employees for any of the serv- 

‘ ' adopted a plan to send a group of are on hand to serve you, you'll C&O employees. 
Owing delegates were elected to at- ‘ 

or 17: Gordon Halloran, G. Ralph 

ms | Omaha Variety Benefit Shows TERMINAL TOWER, CLEVELAND I, OHIO 

ets have pledged to give special kid 

ter Pital. 

ute raised $14,000 for the hospital. Ex- 











pect $20,000 this year. Hospital is : 
ROw nearing completion. 
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20 SPECT | 
Deplore Shorts Getting 
Despite Costs Up 387, Last 2 Years 


Irritating problem confronting¢ Blind resistance by exhibs to ef- 
producers of shorts in the adamant |forts to raise rentals on shorts so 


refusal of exhibitors to countenance |that added fevgnues meet hiked 
any upped rentals on the briefies | productign eosts i en to task by 
was detailed this week by- RKO-|E. L. McEvoy, Universal's shorts 


Pathe veepee Walton Ament, who 
revealed that the over-all produc- 
tion costs on shorts had gone up 
about 38% in the last two years, 
whereas exhibs are paying no more 
for them than they did seven or 


dept. sales ebief, Allergy by thea- 
tremen who've constantly played 
down the potential b.o. pull of good 
briefies has stymied all moves to 
improve the qyality of the one and 
two-reelerg to the detriment of both 


eight years ago. Same situation also |distribs and exhibs, according to 
holds true for newsreels, Ament |McEvoy, 
said. 


“If they’d give an inch, they’d be 


Breakdown of the upped costs, ac- |surprised to see what difference it 


cording to the RKO-Pathe veepee’s |would make in the long run,’ Mc- 
figuring, reveals labor costs have |Evoy declared. “As rentals now 
risen 25%, including higher salaries |stand, the majors are compelled to 
for all technical personnel. Non- |shoot a reel per day to make ends 


technical staff, comprising directors, 
writers, ete., are non-unionized but 
their salaries have also been upped 
correspondingly. In addition, both 
Eastern and DuPont recently upped 
the costs of raw stock about 20°, 
forcing the laboratory processing 
plants to boost their prices accord- 
imgly. 


meet. On the ordinary short, where 
the exhibitor is only willing to pay 
$3 per reel for a playdate, even a 
half-dollar difference would mean 
a sizeable increase to the companies 
based on the average of 6,000 play- 
dates,” 


would go into more careful scripting 
and lensing of briefies and the exhib 
would be the gainer in the long run. 
Many exhibs who play the short as 
a regular policy in single-feature 
houses have: slighted their drawing 
power and by that astigmatism have 
hurt their own. profits, McEvoy as- 


Since all attempts by the majors 
to boost rentals on shorts have been 
turned down by exhibs, the shorts 
producers have been caught in the 
middle. Attempts to convert double 
bill theatres into single feature 
houses, which might have opened 





up a larger market for the minia- |certeg “If a film is important 
tures, have also brought little re- enough to play a man’s house, it 
sults. With the same market there-| should be important enough to sup- 
fore open to shorts that existed 


|port by decent rentals,” he added. 


Recent trend towards special kid- 
die shows of packaged briefies is 
|helping to increase playdates and to 
play off shorts’ commitments, Mc- 
Evoy said, but even here the stiff- 
necked stance of exhibs is hurting 
ithe cause of shorts. “An exhibitor’s 
idea of a profitable kiddie show is 
'to pay $26 for a package of 10 shorts 
land then make 10 times that amount 
on the venture.” 


seven or eight years ago, producers 
have been unwilling to cut their 
number of releases, leaving them as 
their only alternative in paring costs 
the production of subjects requiring 
less elaborate budgets. 

Pathe so far has refused to re- 
trench on budgets, preferring in- 
stead to do whatever possible in cut- 
ting costs by planning its produc- 
tion more carefully in advance and 
thereby eliminating retakes and | 
other time and money - consuming | 
fiuffs as far as possible. 

It’s impossible to reduce the staff Oscar Morgan, Paramount's short 
on newsreels, Ament said, since the | subjects sales head, pushes off this 
reels would then miss out on their! week for a three-month swing 
primary function of providing com-; around the country in a drive to 
plete, worldwide coverage of con-/| boost package sales of the briefies. 

Morgan will also talk next year’s 


temporary events. Pooling of cov- | 

erage by several of the reels, which product at 31 huddles to be staged 
was done effectively during the war | in every Paramount exchange, He'll 
make a pitch that shorts, when 


and which has been suggested as | 





Par’s Morgan Ditto 





one means of lowering costs cur- 
rently, is undesirable,. according to 
Ament, because it would eliminate 
competition all along the line. 














‘Alex’ B. 0. Dip | 


| properly handled, can pack a b.o. 
| wallop. 


| Par’s shorts chief also plans a 
| stopover at the company’s studio to 
report on business conditions and to 
, line up future product. He’s backed 
by unprecedented revenues from two 
Par releases recently turned out, 





Continued from page 5 =! 


ing surprisingly good business in the 


past six months, which made the | 


thud of “Alex” all the harder. Gross 
is a record low that hasn’t been ap- 
proached since before the war. 20th 
had expected a run of at least two 
weeks, although prepared for only 
mediocre business in the 5,900- 
seater, figuring the prestige of the 
engagement would be valuable in 
~ gelling the film elsewhere. 
The two Small classics being sold 


@s a pair are the greatest wonder- | 


ment of the reissue field at the mo- 
ment, since it appears certain they'll 
together get about $1,200,000 in do- 
mestic rentals. They are 
bookings on Loew’s and Warner cir- 
cuits, while new pix are waiting in 
line. Other circuit deals 
Lucas & Jenkins, Fox-West Coast, 
Mé&P, and a bunch of secondaries. 
At Loew’s Dayton, Dayton, O.., 
initial day’s biz when “Kit Carson” 
open there in September, 1940. was 
$653. First day of the combo bill last 
Thursday (17) drew $1,390. At 
Loew’s Broad in Columbus, “Car- 
son” got $372 on its opening in 1940. 
Last week it garnered $930 first day. 
Reissues are proving tremendously 
profitable to Small, as a result of the 
unexpectedly good returns and the 
favorable deal with PRC. Latter has 


taken nine Small pix on a deal which | 


Zives it a straight 35% of the gross 
up to a certain point and 40% after 
that as a distribution fee. Reissue 
outfits generally take from 50% to 
60% as their charge. Small is figur- 
ing that his net will be about $550,- 
0CO after advertising and other 
charges on the first pair. 


Difference in the reissue situation | 


now and a few years ago is illus- 
trated by the flat purchase deal Film 
Classics made in about 1944 for a 
whole flock of top Goldwyn reissues. 


FC paid only $1,100,000 for the 
works. Changed situation is due 
mainly to decrease in number of 


new “pix being~ turned out bY” the 
studios. 


getting 


| “Brooklyn I Love You,” and “Radio, 

Take It Away.” It’s understood that 
| Morgan will also plug increased 
rentals with exhibs as necessary 


| move to meet upped costs. 


Up Blind Alley 


When NBC cut off Fred Allen 
last Sunday (20) because of 
script objections, something of 
a precedent was established, with 
Allen’s agency, J. Walter Thomp- 
son, now planning to demand a 
rebate for the half-minute of 
“dead air” time. Marks first time 
that a client will bill a net- 
work for censored time on 
comedy programming. 


An NBC exec pointed to a 
clause in all contracts that un- 
less material is suitable to NBC 
it has the right to keep it off 
the air. However, he added, 
there’s no provision for rebates 
in such matters other than where 
mechanical snafues are involved. 
“When and if we get a bill we'll 
consider the matter,” he said. 
“And it’s time, too,” he added, 
“that J. Walter Thompson gave 
us a week’s rest,” indicating 
that the whole thing was getting 
pretty much out of hand. 


| Allen’s ‘Dead Air’ 


Continued from page 1 








| 


The added revenues, McEvoy said, | deigacnen about a network veepee. | 


When the Allen script was submitted 


to the network last Friday (18) 
Clarence Menser, web programming 
chief, said “no dice” to the sequence 
in dispute. Allen was equally 
adamant. 2 
Shortly before broadcast time on 
Sunday Menser agreed to a com- 
promise—if Allen would change the 
network executive to an advertising 
agency executive (he wanted to see 
how the J. Walter Thompson boys 
would react to it), then he’d give the 
script an okay. Allen refused. For 
one thing, he wanted to know how 
the network got off dictating what 
goes into the script. : 


And for another thing, since his 
gag comment was in reference to his 
show being cut off the previous 
week, it wouldn't hold water factu- 
ally switching from a network ex- 
ecutive to an advertising executive. 
Furthermore, Allen says he never 
even saw Menser on Sunday; that 
the pre-broadcast kickaround was 
relegated to a subordinate. 


Little Man Whe Was There 


Here's the part of the script, at the 
beginning of: the program, that 
didn’t get on the air: 

‘There's a little man in the com- 
pany we work for. He’s a vice- 
| president in charge of program ends. 

When our time runs overtime, he 
marks down how much ‘time is 
saved. He adds it all up, 10 seconds 
| here, 20 seconds there,‘ and when 
| the vice-president has saved enough 
seconds, minutes and hours to make 
two -weeks, he uses the -two weeks 
of our time for his vacation.” . 


Ineident occurred a couple of days 
after Menser, in some off-the-cuff 
discussion with VARIETY about what's 
good and what's bad for radio, let it 
be known that he intends.to carry 











Repub Meeting 


Continued from page 5 


|ideas from them. As a matter of 
fact, his words showed some relief 
at being able to spread responsibility 
for the Rep production program. 
One matter thought almost certain 
|to come up. is a demand by Harry 
Goetz and directors representing his 
|interest in Rep for appointment of a 
| production chief at the studio. They 


include | Want to. divide the overall respon- 


|Sibility for operation of the com- 
pany now held by Yates. 

Tomorrow's will be the first actual 
| business session of the board since 
the naming to it of six directors 
representing the Goetz and Jules 
'Brulatour estate interests. There 
}are 14 members in all. Initial meet- 
jing April 1 was just for organiza- 
tional purposes. 





Guizar, Roy Rogers Team 
Hollywood, April 22. 

Tito Guizar, Mexican singing 
thesp, will share top billing with 
| Roy Rogers in Repubjic’s forthcum- 
| ing Trucolor western, “On the Old 
| Spanish Trail.” Idea is to increase 
| Srosses south of the border. 
| Edward J. White produces and 
| William Witney directs, starting Fri- 
day (25). 





MPA’S NEW MOUTHPIECE 

In a strengthening.of its legal de- 
partment, Motion Picture Assn., has 
named Torbert Macdonald as aide 
to its chief counsel, Sidney 
| Schreiber. 
| Macdonald is a recent graduate of 
'the Harvard Law School 


through on his plans to “clean up 
the air” or at least the NBC: kilo- 
cycles, and hold in the check the 
comedians who think they have the 
right to say what they want. 


That was one of the top subjects 





on the agenda on the cross-country | 


|junket and powwows with affiliate 
|stations which Menser and other 
| NBC top brass just completed. (A 
junket, by the way, says Menser, 
which found the areas of difference 
between the affiliates and the net- 
work narrowed down to much less 
criticism than in previous years and 
allowed for a_ spirit of critical 
analysis.) 

Menser says he means business; 
that there’s no reason why he or 
the network should take it, referring 
i specifically to the comedians who 
use NBC facilities to take NBC for 
fa ride. “You can stick a nickel in 
1 me Menser slot machine and you'll 
get the same tune,’ he says. “I've 
never budged an inch on that point.” 

The programming boss maintains 
that it’s bad en6ugh for critics out- 
side the industry to throw barbs at 
radio (“only I don’t call them crit- 
ics, they're just complainers”), but 
it’s a black eye to radio when those 
from within persist in fouling up 
the air. “We're just not going to 
take it.” 








U PUB-AD COAST POWWOW 

Maurice Bergman, Universal's 
eastern ad-pub chief, and Hank 
Linet, eastern ad manager, planed to 
| the Coast Saturday (19). 
They'll hold a seriés of meets with 
| John Joseph, national ad-pub direc- 
tor, and David A. Lipton, executive 
| coordinator of 
|campaigns fot 
months, 








advertising, 
the next 


on pix 


three 


Picture 


CLEVELAND 


$17,000 following lively $26,000 last 
lap. 
Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-70)— 
“Red House” (UA). Ordinary $12,000 
t 


or near. Last week, “Mig y Mc- 
Gurk” (M-G), satisfactory $8,500. 

University (Community) (970; 90- 
$1.25-$1.50)—“Best Years” (RKO), 
Socking out $13,000 for third round, 
on top of great $15,900 second week 
and terrifi¢ $20,300 first gallop, 








O'CLOCK’ $16,000, K.C; 
EGG’ SAME FOR 3D 


three Fox-Midwest houses. Only 
standard new bill is at the Midland 
with “Johnny O'Clock” doing okay. 
“Stone Flower” at the Tampico also 
is a new bill. Rain is rated com- 
petition to theatre biz this stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
| Midwest (820, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
|“Egg and I” (U) (3d wk). Still 
booming -at $16,000 or better. Last 


week's $25.000 was well in line with 
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Grosses 


with Charlie Spivak base h, othe 


on stage. Mildish $18,000. ny 
“Sister Kenn e (RKO) it Wee : 
heart Sigma Chi” (Mono), thin $8, 


at 40-60 scale. 


Indiana ig we (3.300; 
60)—“Sinbad Sailor” RIG). G 
$14,000. Last week, ‘“Wonde 
Life” (RKO), $13,000. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,300; 40-60) 
“Egg and I” (3d wk). $turdy $11, 
after $14,000 second stanza and wow 
$18,000 opener, 





Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 40-60) — 
“Brother Talks to orses”’ (M-G) 
and “Love Laughs Andy Hardy 


“Macomber Affair’ (UA) an 


(M-G). Moderate $12,000. Last wee 
“Blondie’s Holiday” (Col), 4 


abou 


' 
| 
| 
| Lyric 
| 
| 


Kansas City, April 22. same. ; 

“Egg and I,” “Best Years” and _“Wa Seg nee eS 40-60 
“California” continue to get strong “Devil. Thumbs Ride” (RKO), . 
money even in third weeks here. $7,500. Last week “Ladies Mant 
“Ege” continues to scramble records (Par) and. “Big Town” (Par) an 
as it holds strong in third session in g ar), oke 


$7,000. 


Baseball Sloughs Pitt 
Biz; ‘Song’ Best Bet At 
156, ‘Affair’ Okay 166 


Pittsburgh, April 22. 


Baseball was too much- competish 





first week’s house record of $30,000.| over the weekend, with triple- 

Kime (Dickinson) (550; 65)—/|billing of Bing Crosby in person, 
“Welldigger’s Daughter” (Indie) |Hank Greenberg and the Pirates 
| (5th wk), Surprised a bit to win|home opener pulling in more than 
|extended time. Nice $4,000. Last} 100,000 in three days to kick the 
week, about same. May go six|bottom out of everything else. 
weeks. Things have been bad enough lately, 

Midland (Loew’s) .(3,500; 45-65)—| Der Bingle and his new interest 


“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Love 
of Rusty” (Col). A bit over aver- 
age at $16,000. Last week, “Macom- 
ber Affair” (UA) and “Millie’s 
Daughter” (Col), $13,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 45- 
65)—California’” (Par) (3d 
Fast $11,000. Last week, big $15,000. 
Fourth week is possible. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Sea Wolf’ (WB) and “Sea Hawk” 
(WB) (reissues). Creditable if not 
big $10,000. Last week, “Stallion 
Road” (WB) and “The Trap” 
(Mono), modest $11,000. 

Tampice (Dickinson) (750; 65)— 
“Stone Flower” (Indie). Moderate 
$2,000 for Russian film. Last week. 
“Heart of New York” (Indie) and 
“Neath Canadian Skies” (SG), be- 
a policy here at slow 


Tower 


big $17,000, not far from first week 
pace, 


‘Sinbad’ 156 in Seattle, 
‘Reckoning’ Lusty 96 


a” Seattle, April 22. 
Biz is notping to rave about this 
week. Best bet of new entries is 
“Sinbad the Sailor” at the Para- 
mount. “Reckoning” is fairly good 
at the smaller Liberty. 
Estimates for This Week : 
Blue House (H-E) (800: 45-80)— 
“Open City” (Indie). Big $7,000. Last 
week, “Locket” (RKO) and “Ciga- 
rette Gal” (Col) (2d wk), $3,000 in 
4 days. 
Fifth Avenue (H-E) 
—“‘Carnival 





(2,349: 45-80) 
in Costa Rica” (20th) 
and “Jewels of Brandenburg” 
(20th). Okay $9,000. Last week, 
| “Alexander's Ragtime Band” (20th) 

(reissue), fair $7,400. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1.650: 45-80)— 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and “Love 
of Rusty” (Col). Fancy $9,000. Last 
week, “Chase” (UA) and “Blondie’s 
Holiday” (Col), $7,700. 

Musie Box (H-E) (850: 45-80) — 
“Ragtime Band” (20th) (m.o.). Oke 
$4,000. Last week, “Boomerang” 
(20th) and “Susie Steps’ (UA) (2d 
wk). good $5.100. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; $1-$1.50) 
—‘“Best Years” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Good $10,000 after swell $15,600 last 
week. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 45-80) — 
“Song of Scheherazade” (U) (2d 
wk). Trim $7,000 in 6 days after 
solid $14,700 opener. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-80) 
|—“Sister’s Secret” (PRC) and stage 
| show. Mild $5.500. Last week, “Devil 
on Wheels” (PRC) and vaude, fair- 
ish $5,700. 

Paramount 





(H-E) (3,039: 45-80)— 
“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO). Fine $15.- 
000 or over. Last week. “Love 
Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) $7.700. 


‘Spivak Ups ‘Palooka’ 


wk), 


merely gave the film houses another 


ush downward. Only two ne 
lms in town, “Macomber Affair,” 
at Penn and “Song of Schehe- 


razade,” at Harris, and they're about 
neck and neck, with the nod gein 
to latter since by comparison it’s 
doing better at a smaller theatre. 


Estimates for This Week 


Art Cinema (260; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (7th wk). Road- 
show date petering out and slated 
to depart April 28. Maybe about 
$2,500. Last week, was under $3,000. 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 90-$1.40)— 
“Best Years’ (RKO) (7th wk). 
| Sliding to around $12,000, may not 
‘hold another stanza. Last week, 
| solid $14,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
|“Song Scheherazade” (U). Off to 
fast start but it’s sliding; looks neat 





(Fox Joffee) (2,100; $1- | $15,000. Sticks an extra four days. 
$1.20-$1.50)—“‘Best Years (RKO) | Last week, “Johnny O'Clock” (Co}), 
(3d wk). Stout $13,000. Last week, | $13,000. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70) 
—‘Macomber Affair” (UA).. Notices 


mainly good, and $16,000 or over 
looks possible, nice. Last week, 
“Happened In Brooklyn” (M-G), 
$12,000. 


Ritz (Loew's) (800; 40-70)—‘‘Hap- 
ened In Brooklyn” (M-G) (m.o.). 
ot more than $2,000. Last week, 
er | In Lake” .(M-G) (m.0o.), 
$2,500. 


Senator (Harris) ‘1,750; 40-70)— 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) (m.o.). ee 
bad at $4,000. Last week, “Carniv 
Costa Rica” (20th) (m.o.), $3,000. . 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)— 
“Stallion yg (WB) k 
Dropping off sharply to $10,000. Last 
week, fine $16,500.: « 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 40-70) — 
“Locket” (RKO) (2d wk). This ongg 
been a pleasant surprise here. Looks 
$6,500 this session after stout $13, 
last week. 


LOMBARDO BOOSTS 
‘CALENDAR’ 406, CINCY 


Cincinnati, April 22. 

Guy Lombardo’s band, linked with 
“Calendar Girl’ for vaudefilm re- 
vival at the Albee, is the downtown 
b.o. click currently. Of the two new 
bills at other houses, “Boomerang 
is slightly ahead of “Trail Street 
for straight film laurels. “Egg and 
I” continues strong in third week 
and holds a fourth. Telenews Stran 
is on the bounce with local unveil- 
ing of “Open City,” changing from 
theatre’s subsequent-run policy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-95 )—“Cal- 
endar Girl” (Rep) and Guy Lom- 
bardo orch, others, on stage. Lom- 
bardo lifting this to smash $40,000, 
near season’s high here. Last week, 
“Carnival Costa Rica” (20th) at 55- 
| 70c seale, $14,000. 
| Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 90-$1.50)— 
“Best Years’ (RKO) (6th wk). 
| Pleasing $11,000 after great $14,000 








hor riggs 430: 55-70) 

; 4 Grand (RKO) (1,430: 90-(U/-~ 

Tepid $18,000, Indpls. | -zocmerang” (20th). © Sock $14,000, - 
; Indianapolis, April 22. | Stays on. Last week, “Pursued 

Film biz is just fair here again| (WB) (2d wk), $7,500. 

jthis stanza, with fickle weather} Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70 )—' Egg 

| partly to blame. “Gentleman Joe| and I” (U) (3d wk). Adding to 

Palooka” will split about average | house-record Jaurels with boff $14,- 


|with Charlie Spivak band or Circle |000 on heels of sensational $16,500 


stage. 


“Sinbad the Sailor” at Indi- 


second sesh. Holds again. 


ana is best straight filmer. “Egg and Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-70)— 
I is still Koing strong in third week | “Trail Street” (RKO). Moderate 
at Keith's. | $13,000. Last week, “Favoriie Bru- 

e Estimates for This Week | nette” (Par), boff $18,000. 

Cinema (Indie) (550: $1.80-$2.40) | Strand (Telenews) (1,100; 55-70)— 

Henry V” (UA). Tepid $7.500 on | “Opén City” (Undie). Drew rave 
tv O-a-day Booked for two weeks | notices from Cincy crix. Looks like 
b Circle ‘Katz-Dolle) (2.800: 48-72) | $6.800. above par ‘here for subse- 
'“Gentleman Joe 


Palooka” (Mono) ' 


quent-runs. Last week, subsequents. 
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FDR, JR., LASHES AT 
N. Y. NUISANCE TAX 


Albany, April 22. 

Relief for local communities from 
“nuisance taxes”’—those permitted 
counties and larger cities under the 
Burney bill—will be sought at the 
next session: of the Legislature by 
the State Conference of Americans 
for Democratic Action. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Jr., vice-chairman of 
the National Conference, pledged 
this (19) during an Albany speech, 
in which he laid down a verbal 
barrage on Governor Dewey and 
the latter’s policies One of the 
permissive imposts is a 5% tax on 
amusements. 





Minn. Houses Passes Bill 
Minneapolis, April 22. 

The lower house of the Minnesota 
state legislature has passed a meas- 
ure, 82 to 1, to enable municipalities 
to add a local tax on anfusement 
admission tickets. 

Under the bill, local referendum 
is necessary to make the tax 
effective. 


One Exhib Org” 
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nicks, examples of Norfolk, Rich- 
mond and Philadelphia are being 
widely cited. Strategy is to build 
up stampede sentiment in favor of 
a solo-organization by demonstrat- 
ing that any further taxes mean di- 
rect decrease of income. 

In Norfolk, it’s pointed out, gross- 
es have dropped a disastrous 25% 
following the imposition of a local 
10% bite a year ago. Richmond’s 
biz has sloughed off 12% since the 
first of the year when the local 
burocrats fixed a 5% impost on the 
20% whichethe federal government 
exacts. In Philly, the levy was 
boosted from 4% to 10% in July, 46, 
and revenues have dwindled simi- 
larly. 

The arguments voiced by the 
union supporters which they feel 
may win over even Allied members 
if not that org’s heirarchy is that 
it isn’t trade practices alone which 
are squeezing the exhibs. There’s a 
good piece of change being lost 
elsewhere, exhibs are being told, 
which a strong one-front unit could 
do plenty about. 

Refrain right now is: “What's the 
sense of permitting indie suspicions 
towards affiliates from barring a 
trade organization to fight common 
battles admittedly in everyone’s in- 
terest? We can still have our own 
smaller groups for whatever pur- 
poses they may further.” 


M.P. Ass’n Also Worried 
About Sundry State Taxes 


Washington, April 22. 

Motion Picture Assn. headquarters 
here is worried over a possible rash 
of “enabling acts,” based on the re- 
cent New York law, which would 
give local communities the green 
light to tax admissions. 

Since passage of the New York 
bill, the N. J. legislature has put one 
through permitting its resort cities 
to vote locally for 3% admissions 
taxes. In addition, Wisconsin, Min- 
nesota and Pennsylvania also have 
local option bills before their legis- 
latures though no tax rates have 
been set up yet. With the exception 
of the New York and New Jersey 
bills, the theatre industry has come 
off practically scot-free in the vari- 
ous legislative sessions about the 
nation. While about 25 legislatures 
have already folded for the time be- 
ing, there are plenty in session, and 
MPA feels that several might . get 
ideas from New York and seek to 
take a bite gut of pictures. 


Mystery Murder in Lobby 
Utica, N. Y., April 22. 
Lobby of Utica’s Orpheum, in- 
dependent. was the scene of a 
murder in which police say there 
was no apparent motive, hence no 
arrests. Richard A. Williams, 65, 
Janitor there for many years,, 
Stabbed several times in his upper 
back, was discovered at 1 a. m. 
today by Harry W. Russell, 67, who 
went to the theatre for Smith & 
Howell Film Co. to exchange film. 
ere was no sign of a struggle 
and Virginia Sweet, manager, says 
all the cash is intact. 
re nena 
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industries and can’t operate the 
same way, but the public apparent- 
ly has other ideas.” 

Another top executive pointed to 
the fact that President Truman, 
speaking in New York Monday (21), 
had pleaded for lower prices, with 
his words having been echoed by 
economists throughout the country. 
To date, however, the Broadway 
Paramount is the only theatre to 
make a move in that direction. “And 
don’t kid yourself,” he declared, “Re- 
gardless of how much I hate to ad- 
mit it, the Paramount is pulling the 
crowds with its 55c early matinee 
prices. 

‘Alex’ and Chaplin 

Proof that the public is shopping 
more carefully for film values was 
cited by this spokesman, who 
pointed to two separate examples on 
Broadway this week: despite a tre- 
mendous ballyhoo campaign, “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band’ was pulled 
yesterday (Tuesday) after only one 
week at the Roxy, and United Artists 
cut its top price for “Monsieur Ver- 
-doux” at- the Broadway theatre from 
$2.40 to $1.50. 


Decrease in the number of pic- 
tures being produced enters the 
scene via the consequent necessity 
for longer playing time in each run 
for each picture. As evidenced by 
the Broadway ssituation, however, 
only the absoluie top pictures, such 
as the Academy award-studded 
“Best Years of Our Lives,’ have 
shown any staying power. Even Ra- 
dio City Music Hall, in which most 
records for long runs have been es- 
tablished, has had no run of more 
than four weeks since the Christmas 
holidays. And one of the main rea- 
sons for this, according to industry 
officials, is the public’s growing 
tendency: to shop for values in view 
of the highly-pegged admission 
prices. 

Even a film as highly-honored as 
“Best Years,” moreover, is meeting 
increased price resistance. Almost all 
situations outside N. Y. in which 
the film has opened recently have 
scaled their admission tabs to a 
straight price of $1, plus whatever 
the tax nick is in that territory. 
Picture is holding up at the boxof- 
fice, however, in those spots where 
it’s already opened at $1.50, but 
same houses that opened at $1.80 top 
have been forced to cut to $1.50. 

As in all such situations in the 
film industry, neither distributors or 
exhibitors are willing to take the 
first step in lowering prices. Dis- 
tribs naturally point to their studios’ 
mounting production costs as evi- 
dence they can’t lower film rentals. 
Attitude among the exhibs is 
summed up in a bulletin issued to 
Allied members by Allied board 
chairman, Abram F. Myers. Refer- 
ring to President Truman’s plea for 
lower prices in his recent Jefferson 
Day speech, Myers declared: 

“The President’s remarks seem 
pointed in their application to the 
major motion picture producers and 
distributors. At a time when the 
need is for increased production, 
they continue to starve the market. 
When the President calls for price 


reductions, they press for higher 
film rentals. When Mr. Truman 
begs busineess leaders not to go 


‘whole-hog for profits,’ the movie 
magnates continue to roll up net 
profits beyond the dreams of 
avarice.” 

Spokesmen concede that Broad- 
way is unique and can’t be taken as 
an example for the rest of the 
country, since New York has suf- 
fered most from the return to peace- 
time pursuits. While other areas, 
consequently, haven't reflected the 
estimated 8% drop in grosses suf- 
fered by Broadway first runs, 
they've all shown signs of an im- 
pending tilt in earnings. Biz can still 
fall off plenty more before it hits 
the prewar estimate of “good biz,” 
but if the industry is to stave off a 
drop that far, it must consider cut- 
ting prices now, according to the 
spokesmen. 


Bell-Howell 123c Divvy 


Chicago April 22. 

Annual board meeting of Bell & 
Howell, motion picture equipment 
manufacturers, announced a 12'%c 
dividend on its common stock and 
the re-election of J. H. McNabb as 
its president and treasurer. Meeting, 
held here last week, elected as direc- 
tors A. S. Howell, C. H. Percy, Max | 
McGraw, T. Albert Potter, E. H. Mc- 
Dermott, and C. V. Clark. 

Officials of the company elected to 
v.p. positions are E. S. Lindforskle, | 
C. E. Phillimore, J. H. Booth, B. E. | 











scheid and Howell. 


Legits, Niteries Too 

While the pressure is on film 
theatres to cut prices vecause of 
their mass appeal, it’s believed 
inevitable that legit shows will 
also have to lower their box- 
office scales when the general 
price-slashing starts. Broadway 
niteries have already been forced 
to lewer tabs via a no-cover-no- 
minimum policy to attract a 
Steadily-dwindling trade. 

As with films, legit shows are 
plagued by tremendous produc- 
tion costs. Most producers would 
like to lower prices now but 
can’t do so when it’s impossible 


for most shows to make any 
kind of profit under existing 
hookups. 








N.C. Allied Urges 
Booking Pools To 
Combat Distribs 


Minneapolis, April 22. 
Concentration of greater buying 


| power through merger of buying and 


booking groups during negotiations 
with distributors, permitting elim- 
ination of any “unfair” distributor 
or individual “bad deal,” will be 
the goafof North Central Allied; it 
was decided in convention here. 
Discussing film buying and allegedly 
exorbitant terms now prevalent, in- 
dependent exhibitor’s organization 
agreed that only solution for prob- 
lem, and one effective way to fight 
high rentals and percentage, would 
be for combines to cooperate and 
thus create additional power. 


President Bennie Berger revealed 
that Robert L. Wright, special as- 
sistant to the U. S. Attorney-Gen- 
eral, here yesterday (Mon.) for the 
convention, had asked tg.take back 
to Washington a copy of Para- 
mount salesmen’s work sheet which 
he (Berger) had shown Wright. 
Sheet in question was used in con- 
nection with selling of “Two Years 
Before the Mast.” and ~ required 
salesman, before quoting terms, to 
learn from exhibitor or other com- 
panies’ salesmen the prices paid by 
exhibitors for six specified pictures 
of these other companies, 
told the convention. Most complaints 
centered about moving up pictures 
from lower to higher brackets and 
into percentage. 


During open forum there also 
were complaints regarding too much 
sex and drinking in films. Proof was 
offered that companies have no na- 
tional, policy for pictures, but take 
“all the traffic will ‘bear” in every 
situation. Berger and others pointed 
out film companies’ “stupendous” 


profits and declared “the greater the 
earnings the more greedy the dis- 
tributors are becoming.” Legislation 
was urged to correct situation. 





Texas Disaster 


Continued from page 3 


Camp. According to assignment 
editor Arthur De Titta of Fox 
Movietone News, his outfit contacted 
George Roy Clough, station man- 
ager of KLUF, Galveston, who took 
air pictures along with its regular 
San Antonio man Leroy Orr. Movie- 
tone had five men on the scene in 
the early stages of the holocaust. 


Practically all reels had from 500 
te 1,000 feet of film flown in to 
homeoffices thé morning following 
the first detonations. RKO-Pathe 
had 500 feet on hand early Thurs- 
day morning from freelance men on 
the scene at the time of the blasts. 
Its staff totalled some seven men 
including two lensers flown to Texas 


on Wednesday (16). 


In addition to freelance men, Uni- 
versal was fed film by regular 
staffer Jimmie Lederer, its regular 
man in Austin, according to editor- 
in-chief Tom Meade. Company was 
one of the first to screen rushes 
having run off an 1}k-minute screen- 
ing of negative .clips late Thursday 
afternoon, ~ 

Paramount also hustled in _ its 
regular Dallas man, Gordon Yoder, 
who arrived on the scene via chart- 





ered plane. San Antonio freelancer 
H. W. Kier took air views while Al 
Mingalone, ace N. Y. staffer, was 
flown in to bolster its coverage. All 
companies praised the phone com- 
pany’s cooperation in view of the 


Berger 


City in four hours from Washington ' 





Minneapolis, April 22. 

Here to answer anti-trust suit and 
consent degree questions at the in- 
dependent exhibitor organization's 
convention, Robert L. Wright, spe- 
cial assistant U. S. attorney and 
prosecutor of the Government's anti- 
trust suit, is carrying back to Wash- 
ington a request from North Central 
Allied for a Justice Dept. investiga- 
tion of its charges that a conspiracy 
exists among the major distributors 
}to create an artificial shortage of 


in film rentals 

Wright first met with the organi- 

zation’s directors behind closed 
doors and heard their grievances. 
Before appearing at the convention, 
he asked that the press be excluded. 
S. D. Kane, the org’s exec director, 
explaining to members the compli- 
ance with this request although the 
sessions were supposedly open, 
pointed out, “The Government's 
quasi-criminal proceedings are in- 
volved and, since Wright is our 
|counsel, our consultations should be 
| held in private.” 
It later was learned that Wright 
|announced he’d make no statements 
which the press couldn't quote, but 
the Dept’s public relations division's 
| consent must be had for press state- 
;ments and he didn’t wish to be mis- 
quoted. Those present said he 
merely answered some _ questions 
relative to the Government's suit 
and consent decree decision with 
generalities, and remained silent 
when queries were “embarrassing” 
to him. 

Convention launched an all-out at- 
tack on the “artificial shortage of 
pictures,” high rentals and percent- 
age deals. It heard the film industry 
“monopoly” assailed, started ma- 
chinery in motion for the establish- 
ment of cooperative buying of films 
and other commodities used in .thea- 
tre operations and pledged itself to 
carry the fight against the tax im- 
posed by the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
to the U. S. Supreme Court. Or- 
ganization voted also to protest to 
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pictures to permit a sky-high boost | 


| their 
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Asst. U.S. Att'y Huddles No. Central 
Allied on Its Complaints Vs. Majors 


the film companies against blind 
checking through ticket purchases, 
pointing out the law required ex- 
hibitors to retain half of all tickets 
sold. 

President Bennie Berger urged 
the organization to work towards 
Government or state control of the 


film industry “because producers 
cannot see any further than their 
noses and refuse to sell on a live- 
|}and-let-live basis.” He declared 


that while the N. Y. court decision is 
not a cure, it does serve notice on 
distributors that they must stop 
unfair tactics and that indie 
exhibs have a stake in the business. 
He predicted the final decision will 
call for absolute divorcement which, 
he asserted, will be the indie exhib’s 
“salvation.” He called the present 
60-70% rental demands “audacious.” 

Mayor H. H. Humphrey told the 
body he considered the film indus- 
try’s monopoly the greatest of any. 
F. J. McWilliams, director of Wis- 
consin Allied, asked help to defeat 
bills now before the Wisconsin state 


legislature prohibiting the sale of 
popcorn, candy and other edibles 
and drinks in filmeries and for a 
10% tax on gross receipts. 


Metro public relations chief H. M. 
Richey said the industry’s major 
problems are increasing production 
and theatre operation costs, tapering 
off at the boxoffice and discrimina- 
tory taxes. He pleaded for better 
showmanship to maintain the pres- 
ent attendance levels at least, re- 
gardless of economic developments, 
and said this will challenge every- 
body’s ingenuity. Largest propor- 
tion of the public hasn’t been sold 
yet on the idea that films are the 
world’s greatest entertainment value, 
Richey said. 





U’S $1.06 DIVVY 


Universal Pictures has declared a 
quarterly dividend of $1.06 per 
share on the 4%4% cumulative 
preferred stock of the company. 

Melon is payable June 2 to stock- 
holders of record May 15. 
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B’way at 51 St. HOLLYWOOD [)] S7°Sot“incer STRAND 
DICK HAYMES - VERA ELLEN 


CESAR ROMERO - CELESTE HOLM 

Carnival in Costa Rica 

A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 
PLUS ON STAGE— 

CONNER BOSWELL - BUSTER SHAVER 

PETERS SISTERS - Extra! JACKIE MILES 
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The Academy Award Picture! 
Winner of Nine Academy Awards! 
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Rockefeller Center 


Claudette Fred 
COLBERT - MacMURRAY 


“THE EGG AND I” 


A Universal-International 





Picture 
SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 








CHARLES CHAPLIN 
‘MONSIEUR VERDOUX’ 


A Motion Picture That Will Startle You! 
Released thru United Artists 


BROADWAY THEATRE 





ENT. CHISELS ‘ARCH’ 
Hollywood, April 22. 





Enterprise is doing a major sur- 
gical job on “Arch ef Triumph,” re- 





difficult situation brought about by | 


cently previewed at 195 minutes. | 
Cutters have whittled off 70 min- | 


Stechbart, W. A Haun, H. W. Remer- | the strike. All ‘calls were treated | utes, and more editing and previews 


strictly as emergencies, it was said. gare slated. 
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Scheftel-Bruger Buy Cleve. Hipp Bldg. 
For $3,000,000; Other Exchange News 





Cleveland. * 


Eleven-story Hippodrome Build- 
ing, site of the 3,700-seat Hippo- 
drome, now operated by Warner 
Bros., has been purchased by Her- 


bert Scheftel, Alfred G. Bruger 
and associates of New York for 
$3,000,000. New owners are foun- 


ders and operators of the national 
Telenews Theatre circuit, which al- 
ready has a Cleveland house man- 
aged by Charles Burris. Buyers 
would not reveal future plans for 
the Hipp, on which the Warner 
lease has several more years to run. 
What the WB circuit will do when it 
eventually loses this house, ace 
deluxer of local chain, is a problem 
that has film row guessing. 

Built in 1906, and first used for 
spectacular stage extravaganzas and 
musical comedies, the Hipp was one 
of the leading vaude stands in the 
Mid-West when John Royal man- 
aged it for the Keith-Albee-Or- 
pheum circuit. 

Land underlying the 20-story B. F. 
Keith Building, which houses the 
3,000-seat RKO Palace, became the 
sole property of Marie D. Patterson 
and Kathryn D. Judd of Jockson- 
ville. Fla., last week. They acquired 
the other half interest in the 99- 

ear lease of land, formerly held by 

enry Guenther, art-gallery dealer. 
Priee was well over $350,000. 


M-G Moves M. N. Wolf to N. Y. 
Boston. 
Maurice N. Wolf, local Metro dis- 
trict manager, promoted to com- 
pany’s exhibitor and public relations 
department at the homeoffice. John 
P. Byrne, Metro eastern salesman- 
ager, announced that with Wolf's 
romotion, the Boston exchange will 
e included in the district that cov- 
ers Albany, New Haven and Buffalo. 
This is another step in the plan of 
Metro sales chief William F. Rodgers 
to build up exhibitor and public re- 
lations this year. One of Wolf's 
first new duties will be to speak be- 
fore Rotary clubs over the U.S. to 
promote industry goodwill. 





White’s 50% Takeover 

Arthur G. White, formerly chief 
RKO film booker. has bought a half 
interest in the 2,200-seat Pickwick 
theatre, Greenwich, Conn. White 
takes over the 50% slice owned by 
the Pollack & Bradder circuit. Pick- 
wick is operated by Ed Peskay. 

Theatre was involved recently in 
an anti-trust suit against the eight 
majors brought by Pe&kay. That 
action was settled for $235,000. 


N. J. Allied Meets June 24-26 

Allied Theatre Owners of New 
Jersey has set its 28th annual con- 
vention in Atlantic City, June 24-26. 





Jack Kirsch, National Allied prexy, 
will be feted at a testimonial ban- 
quet planned in his honor. Indie 


exhibs throughout the country heve 
been invited by Allied to attend the 
-eonclave. 

Agenda also calls for staging of a 
theatre equipment show. Conven- 
tion committee consists -of Irving 
Dollinger, George Gold, Lee New- 
bury, Harry H. Lowenstein and Sam 
Frank. E. Thornton Kelley has 
been named convention manager. 


Kraker to SRO in Philly 
Philadelphia. 

Jack Kraker, former head of Philly 
office for Ross-Federal, named local 
rep for Selznick Releasing. 

Ted Schlanger and Everett Callow 
appointed joint-chairmen of publicity 
committee for 1947 Cancer Drive 
here. 





The Warner Club is planning a 


dinner dance at the Cedarbrook 
Country Club on June 6. 

A. J. Vanni, Warner district man- 
ager, on the mend after a serious ill- 
ness at the Germantown hospital. 

Warners getting set to move to its 
new exchange on Film Row next 
month. 





Par Ups Harry Randel 
Paramount has upped Harry Ran- 
del to the post of district manager 
of the New York territory. His 
previous spot as N. Y. branch man- 
ager has been filled by the promo- 
tion of Myron Sattler, heretofore 
sales manager of the exchange. 
Randel has been with Par for 27 
years and has served as branch chief 
since 1941. Sattler also held his last 
ost since 1941 after beginning his 
aramount stint in 1928. 





MPA’s 28th Anni Shindi 
Salute to the newly fermen Mo- 
tion Picture Foundation will take 
top billing in the 28th annual affair 
of the Motion Picture Associates. 
MPA’s dinner-dance is set for the 
Waldorf-Astoria’s grand ballroom, 
N. Y., May 16. 
Affair will be informal with Fred 
J. Schwartz, Century circuit exec 
nd the MPA’s prexy, handling the 
hosting. 
Strike Halts K. C. House Revamp 
Kansas City. 
Commonwealth Theatre Corp. 
halted remodelling and reseating its 
Ashland theatre, northeast nabe, be- 
cause of strike of construction and 
building trades here. 
Remodelling of the Deluxe thea- 


leted under direction of owner Cliff 
ohnson, 

Sid Eckman, Metro salesman for 
northern Kansas territory, moved to 
Oklahoma City. 

Arthur Burke is the new owner of 
the Bijou theatre. He’s a veteran in 
the biz here. 

Glen Dickinson, Jr., manager of 
Dickinson circuit, has moved. Ora 
Karr, from the Dickinson, Mission, 

Kans., to handle the Roxy in Wichita. 
Charles Davis is new manager of the 
Dickinson. Karr takes over while 
Earl Lane goes to the Mayo Clinic. 





Indpls. Nabe to Marcus Group 
Indianapolis. 
Zaring theatre, first deluxe nabe 
house built here, has changed hands, 
Central Avenue Theatre Corp. secur- 
ing lease for five years with three 
options for renewal. Central Ave- 
nue is headed by Manny Marcus, 
president of M. Marcus Enterprises, 
which operates Ambassador, Cozy 
and Ritz here as well as houses in 
Fort Wayne and Anderson, Ind., and 
Cincinnati and Dayton, O. 
Associated Theatre Owners of In- 
diana scheduled district meeting for 
Keenan hotel, Fort Wayne, April 22. 
Roy Kaiver, of Decatur, will pre- 
side. 
Trueman Rembusch, secretary of 
National Allied, and Joe Finneran, 
Hoosier exhib, attended organiza- 
tional meeting of allied unit in Den- 
ver. 





Lipsner Heads Reelfellows 

: Minneapolis. 
Minneapolis Reelfellows’ club of 
film exchange sales managers and 
salesmen has elected Milton Lipsner 
president to succeed Pat Halloran, 
chosen vice-president. 





Sask., Can., Negro Actors Helped 
Regina, Sask. 

Negro entertainers coming to 
Saskatchewan are among those who 
will benefit by the Bill of Rights act 
passed by the provincial legislature. 
Act includes provisions for freedom 
of speech via radio and press, and 

hibits enforcement of a color bar 
y theatres, hotels and eating places. 
Any person ey any provision 
of the bill will be liable to a fine 
Boo” less than $25 nor more than 





Astrin’s PRC Post 
Neil Astrin named head of PRC’s 
piazaate dept. Astrin, who joined 
PRC last year, was for many years 
before that with the Warner Bros. 
playdate dept. 





Canadian Distribs Elect 
Toronto. 

New officers of Canadian Motion 
Picture Distributors Assn., elected at 
nual meeting here are: President, 
ordon Lightstone, general manager 
of Paramount in Canada; vice-presi- 
dent, David Griesdorf, Canadian 
sales. manager Producers Releasing 
?. Directors named are: Henry 
L. Nathanson, Charles Chaplin, Os- 
car Hanson, Sydney Samson, Louis 
Rosenfeld, Haskell Masters, Leo M. 
Devaney and A. W. Perry. 





20th-Fox Butte Mgrs. Confab 

Butte. 
Bill Fowers, Fox-Intermountain 
manager here, and six other Mon- 
tana F-I managers have returned 
from Denver 20th-Fox theatre con- 
vention. 

Clyde Blasius, 20th-Fox manager, 
here from Salt Lake City office. 

J. P. French, western Montana 
Paramount salesman, scheduled for 
transfer to San Francisco area in a 
few weeks. 





Glens Falls Mgr.’s Estate 
Glens Falls, N. Y. 
George E. Brown, manager of the 
Paramount theatre in this city at the 
time of his death last Nov. 18, left 
an estate valued at $29,257.51. 





Dickinson Closes Kans. Spot 

Kansas City. 
Dickinson theatre, Mission, Kans., 
home house of Dickinson circuit, 
was shuttered on April 19 because 
f alleged lack of pictures. Glen 
ickinson, Jr., circuit exec, said 
business at the theatre did not war- 
rant staying open with the type of 
product it gets under the present 56- 
day clearance the house now gets. 
Major distributors have been asked 
for a more favorable clearance, he 
Said, but there has been no change 

since the house was built in 1939. 





Adams to D.C. For Metre 
Pittsburgh. 

Jerome Adams, formerly of Tora? 
Metro office and recently assistant 
branch manager in San Francisco, 
made head of company’s exchange 
in Washington. 

Ray Allison, who operates a cir- 
cuit in this territory, plans to build 
a new theatre in Cresson, Pa. 

Ken Woodward, veteran Western 
Pennsylvania showman, resigned as 
city manager of four Ames Operat- 
ing Co. houses in Ames, Iowa, and 
is ack in Uniontown, Pa., for a rest. 

aul Becker acquired long-term 





tre, Bucklin, Kans, has been com- 


lease on the Ohio, a Northside houge 
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SEEK CLEVE. BAPTIST 
CHURCH FOR FILMS 


Cleveland, April 22. 

Combine of West Coast and Cleve- 
land theatrical interests are re- 
ported angling for the huge audi- 
torium of downtown Baptist church, 
with the aim of transforming it into 
a week-day movie house, Their 
plans are being favorably regarded 
by building’s financially-embarrassed 
trustees. In the. heart of amusement 
zone here, the church has proved 
sQ expensive to operate that it de- 
cided to lease its 2,500 seat audi- 
torium to outsiders to raise more 
revenue, 

A newly formed company of ex- 
hibitors has offered to rent the hall, 
it was revealed by Dr. D. R. Sharpe, 
executive. secretary of Cleveland 


| Baptist Assn. He said its proposal 


called for leasing the auditorium for 
showing films six days weekly with 
the congregation continuing to hold 
services on Sunday. 

Unorthodox use of a church has 
caused a furore among religious 
circles representing. 31 related 
churches which expressed horror 
and privately fought a hot pro-and- 
con battle as to whether they would 
lose dignity through such a deal. 
Final voting on the matter hence 
has been postponed a week. The 
Strategically located church has re- 
ceived several similar bids in the 
last year from picture companies 
seeking new outlets. 

Although Cleveland's population 
rose terrifically during the war 
years, the theatre-building program 
hasn’t kept pace. 


Sues on False Count 
For 2 La. Theatres 


New Orleans, April 22. 

The operator of two Baton Rouge, 
theatres is named defendant in a 
suit filed in Federal district court 
here (18) by Universal Film Ex- 
changes, Inc. 

The suit, filed against Gordon C. 
Ogden, owner and operator of the 
Ogden and Chimes theatres, con- 
tends that the exhibitor made falst 
statements disclosing “substantially 
less” than the actual attendance. A 
judgment in-the amount of the loss 
to the exchange is asked. 








which has been soem for a score 
of years by Sam Gould. ecker 
takes over May 1. Gould continues 
to run his Arcadia. 





made by Malco 
a. i nd, of Russelville, goes to 
Joy theatre at Dardanelle, succeed- 
ing Edwin Holland. Latter transfers 
to Rialto at Morrillton. Earl Young, 


at Hope, replacing mmell Young. 
Youn becomes city manager at 
Fort Smith, where illness forced Ol- 
lie Brownlee on leave of absence. 





Kincey Promotes Ervin Stone 
Raleigh. 


Kincey theatres there. 


Ambassador manager. 





Charlotte, N.C. 


arrived from 


last five years. 
Boston, 
branch manager. 


Rosenwald 





Troy, Rivoli To Amus, Center 
Troy, N.Y. 


Horowitz. 


holders. 





Henry Long Upped in Dallas 
allas. 


Palace here, named manager of 
house, a to James O. 
city manager for Interstate. Lon 
has been with the circuit for 1 
ey and was manager of Melrose 
ere before his service in Army. 
Succeeds Richard Foy, who died 
several weeks ago. 

The Melrose, closed for a com- 
plete overhaul here by 


changed to Esquire. 


commissioner for several years. 

Burl 
Texas theatre at 
from J. M. Wilson. 
merly operated the Harlem at Den- 
ton. 


Gunter, 





pacity increased to 1,200. 


Fm. 
w 
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of Morrillton ogoemes city epee 
e 


C. Erwin Stone, manager of Am- 
bassador theatre here, promoted to 
Rocky Mount as city manager of the 
In Rocky 
Mount he will succeed H. S. Orr, 
resigned. Jack Jordan, coming here 
from Burlington, will be the new 


ReVille To Charlotte For Metro 


Jack ReVille, who is taking the 
post held for years by Benn Rosen- 
wald as manager of Metro here, has 
klahoma City, where 
he has been company manager the 
eft for 
where he will be Metro 


Rivoli theatre here has been sold 
to Walter F. Doyle by Mrs. Bernice 
Purchase was made in 
name of Amusement Center, Inc., 
of which Doyle,- bis wife, and his 
brother, Thomas Doyle, are stock- 


Henry Long, assistant manager of 


herry, 


Interstate, 
will reopen in July. Name will be 


Hans Smith, owner of Irving and 
Rio at Irving, Texas, elected mayor 
of that town. Smith has been a city 


B. Matheny purchased the 
Texas, 
Matheny for- 


The Arcadia at Kerrville, Texas. 
will be remodeled, with seating ca- 


a S 5 
Memphis-‘Duel 
Continued from page 5 


“When the Daltons Rode,” was also 
barred by Binford. 

Robert M. Gillham, Selznick ad- 
pub chief in New York, told Variery 
by phone last night that the com- 
pany “feels the Memphis censor is 
being most unjust to us im this ac- 
tion.” Gillham cited the Legion of 
Decency “B” rating, National Board 
of Review Seal and passage by cen- 
sor boards in N.Y., Florida, Cali- 
fornia, Massachusetts and Texas. He 
indicated some steps might be taken 
to fight the decision after a huddle 
of top Selznick executives. 





Steer “Duel” in Pa. 
Philadelphia, April 22. 

Apparently determined to avoid 
censorship difficulties in Pennsyl- 
vania, Selznick Releasing Organiza- 
tion has employed a former chief of 
the state censor board to steer “Duel 
in the Sun” through its screenings 
for the present board.’ There has 
been no indication of any intention 
by the o.0.ers to nix the film, al- 
though it is expected that the mod- 
erately-tough blue-pencilling body 
will demand some cuts, 
Handling *“Duel’s” censorship 
problems—if any—is Sam Schwartz, 
lwho headed the Pennsy board some 
|15 years ago or more. He was af- 
iter that head of real estate for War- 
ner Bros. here and more recently in 
the real estate biz on his own. 
Bill, incidentally, was recently pro- 
posed in the legislature to up. the 
salary of Mrs. Edna Carroll, chief 
censor, from $4,500 to $6,000. 
Mrs. Lucy H. Love, secretary of 
the Pennsylvania Board of Motion 
Picture Censors, has resigned after 
serving in that post for almost 
eight years. 
Thus far there 
placement. 


has been no re- 





‘Outlaw’ In Mpls. 
Minneapolis, April 22. 

Following final rejection of the 
picture by the Minnesota Amus. Co. 
(Paramount circuit), Howard 
Hughes is putting “The Outlaw” into 
the Lyceum, local legit roadshow 
house, on a partnership deal. It 
opens April 24 for an indefinite en- 
gagement. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. turned the 
film down because of its veto by the 
Legion of Decency and the Motion 


Picture Assn. In the territory 

Malce Moves Ark. mnoere Hughes also is selling it to opposi- 
emphis. : : 

Several managerial shifts were tion Minnesota Amus. Co. theatres. 

ircuit in Arkansas. Local independent neighborhood 


exhibitors are complaining about the 
Lyceum deal becayse they claim 
they were offered “The Outlaw“ on 
a multiple simultaneous run simi- 
lar to that now being employed in a 
number of other , cities. United 
Artists here says the independents 
stalled too long on terms. 





St. Loo Nabe Asks Writ 
In Shuttering Action 


St. Louis, April 22, 

More litigation has developed in 
the efforts of Arthur F. D. Kalbfeld 
and Marie K. Wimberley, co-owners 
of the Robin, a North St. Louis indie 
nabe, to frustrate city fathers from 
keeping the house shuttered because 
of alleged violations of the building 
code. Last week attorneys for the 
owners asked the Missouri state 
supreme court for a writ of man- 
damus to compel city authorities 
from interfering with the operation 
of the house. 

Meantime, an application for a re- 
straining order, filed two weeks ago 
in the local cireuit court, will not be 
acted upon until the high tribunal 
makes its decision. Fire Marshal 
Walter H. Kamann, in issuing the 
shuttering order stated that the 
owners of the Robin had not com- 
plied with the building safe code 
within the two years alloted them. 


Kalbfeld and Mrs. Wimberly as- 
serted the city is interfering with 
their $38,000 investment. They 
pointed out in their Circuit Court 
action that the building, of wooden 
construction, is sheathed in sheet 
iron, has seven exits and a concrete 
floor and comes well within any 
safety requirements. 


* 





PATENT SUIT VS. RKO 

Patent infringement suit against 
RKO was filed yesterday (Tues.) in 
the N. Y. federal court by Ernest 
Stern. Plaintiff claims RKO is pirat- 
ing his patent, filed in 1935, by prac- 
ticing a method of producing and 
projecting pix which embodies his 
invention. 

Complaint demands an injunction 
against the film company and an 
accounting of profits, 











HUGHES REARGUING _ 
‘OUTLAW’ KO IN NY. 


In an attempt to upset the coy 
decision which bars Howard Hughes 
“The Outlaw” from playing in New 
York city, the producer's lawyerg 
will reargue his case tomorrow 
(Thurs.) before N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice Bernard L. Shientag, 
An order granting a rehearing on 
Hughes’ application to dismiss four 
affirmative defenses of License Com. 
missioner Benjamin Fielding ang 


Police Commissioner Arthur Wal. 
lander was granted last week. 

So long as Justice Shientag’s 
ruling stands unchallenged, “Out. 
law” may never play a New York 
city theatre. Hughes’ lawyers, 
Poletti, Diamond, Rabin, Friedin & 
Mackay see no hope of inducing a 
metropolitan exhibitor to book the 
|film while the dice are legally 
weighted against the ti.eatre op- 
erator. 


“As things now stand, it would be 
impossible to get anyone to play 
“The Outlaw,” spokesman for the 
firm suid following the decision, 
“Who'd take a chance of going to 
jail when it’s.a certainty that the 
municipal authorities would take ac. 
tion? Naturally, if an _ exhibitor 
wanted the film we'd give it to him, 
but there’s little likelihood of that.” 


Noting that the appellate division 
had already passed on one suit~— 
that brought by United Artists, as 
distrib, against Harry Brandt—Jus- 
tice Shientag has held that the high- 
er court had decided that a police 
prosecution was permissible regard- 
less of whether the film had re- 
ceived a state license. It’s Hughes’ 
argument that the state, by licensing 
the pic, had handed it a cl: -n bill 
of health. It followed, Hughes as- 
serts, that municipal bureaucrats 
could not thereafter thygaten action 
against a theatre showing the film. 

The police and the public had no 
way of reviewing the issuance of a 
license under the state laws, the 
opinion said, while the distrib was 
granted that privilege. A_ police 
prosecution, therefore, was the only 
feasible review and it was not an 
unreasonable method of testing the 
fitness of a film, Justice Shientag de- 
clared. “Until the legislature pro- 
vides for review in a specific way, 
I think that the industry must run 
the chance of having its pictures 
either exonerated or condemned by 
this method of review,” the opinion 
said. 





UA’s ‘Outlaw’ Sellaway 
Minneapolis, April 722. 

With the Minnesota Amus. Co. 
(Paramount circuit) refusing to al- 
ter its decision not to play “The 
Outlaw” in any of its houses, United 
Artists has announced the picture, 
not yet exhibited in this territory, 
will be sold away from the big chain 
and is now available to anybody 
desiring to buy it. 

Harry Gold, Howard Hughes’ 
special representative, had attempted 
to induce the circuit to recant. It 
was emphasized there was no dis- 
pute over terms, but that the pic- 
ture’s rejection was purely a matter 
of operating policy. 


Bronx Nabes Settle 
With Managers Union 


Labor troubles between the Motion 
Picture Theatre Operating Managers 
& Assistant Managers Guild and 
Bronx Combine Amusements, opera- 
tors of six Bronx and uptown Man- 
hattan theatres, have been settled, 
with recent five-month strike called 
off by the union. Pact has been en- 
tered into by the local and the thea- 
tres providing for pay boost, sick 
leave, vacations, 50-hour week and 
arbitration. 

Solomon Cheser, trial examiner at 
the labor board, was made sole arbi- 
trator. Both the union and the houses 
involved have issued a joint state- 
ment assuring patrons of the thea- 
tres that there are no longer any 
labor problems in this chain of cine 
mas, 





Teen-Agers Picket 
House That Barred Em 


Minneapolis, April 22. 

Arcade, St. Paul indie nabe housé, 
was picketed by more than 50 irate 
teen-agers who were demonstrating 
against the management's refusal to 
admit them. 

They had been banned following 
adult patrens’ complaints that they 

ade too much noise, according 1 

arold Winkler, manager, who said 
the demonstrators have been @s- 
rupting shows on Friday nights for 
several weeks. 
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NETWORK MILLS GRIND EM OUT 





Web Brass to Meet 


But Negotiation Status Not Yet Set FROM AGENCIES 


| The programming mills are mov- | 
$6 for 30-Second Spot—FM. ing into high gear around the major 


The networks will sit down in? - 


New York tomorrow (Thurs.) with 
the Radio Writers Guild and, for the 
first time involving negotiations with | 
the RWG, the top web brass will be | 
in attendance. 

Despite the fact that the writers 
have already taken a strike vote, 
there is no indication yet whether 
the networks will assent to negotiate 

with the Guild. For one thing, there’s 
a feeling among some web execs 
that they're being made the patsy— | 


and it’s this attitude, as much as} 


anything else, that may hold up any 
deal. 

The networks are worried about 
two things specifically; (1) the fact 
that the Guild pitch might be 


With Scripters, | T() TAKE cE PLAY 








networks these days. Particularly 
at NBC, there’s unprecedented ac- 
tivity with upwards of a dozen 
house-built shows currently being 
prepped for potential sponsorship 
and presentation to agencies. The 
accelerated pace is being accented 
at the other webs, as well, in what 
is probably the most determined bid 
to date to regain a hold on their 
onetime programming laurels 
wrested from them by the agencies 
back in the ’30’s, 

| Almost every conceivable type of 
currently being put 


First contract by top ad agency 
|for time on FM station in metropoli- 
tan area has just been wrapped up 
by Ira Hirschmann, prexy of WABF, 
N. Y. Deal, pacted through Ruth- 
|rauff & Ryan agency, involves seven 
| 30-second spots daily for 13 weeks, 
| with Baldwin Piano Co. as the client. 
| Baldwin commercial is considered a 
natural for FM, with client identified 
|}with a series of station-sponsored 
live piano recitals by concert artist 
Sari Biro. Spots sell at $6 each. 

Hirschmann secs R & R entry as 


«“ program is 
the beginning of agency recognition 


, : re through the audition stage, ranging 
disguise of the Cain (Authors Au- | of the advantages of staticless...FM audi participati 1 h 
ss j j from auaience ‘ on shows 
thority) demands, in view of the|over the narrow limits imposed by : 


emphasis placed on leasing material, 
and (2) the disposition within the | 
Gui'd to make it a completely na- 
tional shop embracing all stations. 

However, on the latter point the 
Guild apparently is willing to settle 
for an agreement limiting it to key 
cities—New York, Los Angeles, Chi- 
cago and San Francisco, and thus 
waive the demand that script broad- 
casts from other points come under 
the basic contract, if one is nego- 
tiated. 

Attitude of agencies and sponsors 
may have a lot to do with the man- 
ner in whicn the networks react 
to the Guild demands. One network 


AM broadcasting.” 


with novelty twists, to dramatic 
imat, comedy, music, situation com- 
edy, etc. The “come-on-in” sign 
dangled to sponsors and agencies is 
getting a fresh coat of paint; heart- 
ro rs ove ii ened by recent sales of house-de- 
veloped shows (ABC only last week | 
Genera! 





“now or never” thrust to redomi- 
nate the program field. 
NBC Agenda 

Here, for example, 


Corwin Script 
the products on the NBC agenda: 


The Committee on Un-American Robert Ripley’s 








exec perhaps best summed it up 
when he said: “We can't give away 
ether people’s money. 





Wheelock Burns 


In Carson Scram 


Hollywood, April 22. 

There was a lot of bad blood spilt 
around Hollywood last week when 
Ward Wheelock barged into town 
and learned that Jack Carson had 
signed with National Dairies (Seal- 
test) for next season, ending his 
four-year association with Campbell 
soup. With some heat Wheelock 
held that he was entitled to the 
courtesy of being told about the 
switch and given a chance to meet 
Sealtest’s offer. But the contracts 
had already been signed and there 
was nothing left for Wheelock to do 
but to get mad. 

To Wheelock’s cry of ingratitude, 
that Campbell was entitled to some 


| step last week when it subpoenaed 


Activities apparently looks set to! Not” is being brought back as a 15- 
move in on radio. It took its initial minute cross-the-board strip, but 
the network has also evolved a half- 
hour weekly format for alternate 
sponsor bait. 
; Audience participation charades 
In the past the committee has re- | snow, titled “Games,” with Ogden 
quested the scripts of news -com-| Nash, Candy Jones and Col. Stoop- 
mentators but this marks the first | pacle, with Win Elliott as emcee, 
time in the current and as yet un-/has been auditioned in half-hour 
successful drive to pin the Red rap | ¢ormat. 
on showbiz personalities that a net- | Comedy 
work dramatic show has come under | Schuster, 
the D. C. probers’ o.0. 
CBS execs met the request dead-| inger option to NBC and duo ‘will 
pan, merely notifying its legal de- | lbe brought to N.Y. 
partment to prepare the copies of hour comedy show. 


the 13 scripts for submission to the Situation comedy tabbed “Gramps,” 
committee. dealing with three generations of al 
family. 
P d Pi h Half-hour dramatic 
utnam a itc ithe “Grand Hotel” motif. 
“Concert In the Park,” 30-minute 
e show with a brass band and nostal- 
Pains @CS gia, built around the’ small town 
park and its weekly band concert. 


'tional Airport,” with a 
Network is also giving a buildup 


|the scripts of Norman Corwin’s 
“One World Flight” series based on 
his Willkie Award global tour. 


team of Way & 


currently 





show, “Na- | 
switch on | 





the top-rated man in NBC's “sam- | show, 


pling” of the trio of gabbers being | 
“auditioned” in different parts of | 


with Ed Herlihy and Eve 
(Continued on page 36) 








consideration for building Carson as 
a radio comic at a round figure cost 
of $4,000,000, Carson ‘shot back that 
he was never safe with Campbell 
and suffered through the option jit- 
ters every ninth week. 
ally known in the trade that re- 
placements for Carson were under 
Scrutiny for many of the 13-week 
cycles through which he perilously | 
Passed. 

Carson has 13 weeks to go on his 
Campbell contract after the summer 
layoff. That would put him at the | 
mercy of the client in mid-season if 
the latter decided to make a change. 


CBS HAS TWO TO GO IN 
CAMPBELL DEAL SWITCH 





It's “one down and two to go” in 
CBS’ effort to pre-empt the 7:30 to | 


8 p.m. Monday-through-Friday slots 


in a bid for the lucrative Campbell | 


Soup billings. Campbell has put in 


an order for the half-hour period | 


cCross-the-board but deal has been 


Stalemated by inability to clear the | 


time. 


Monday problem is solved, with 
Camel cigarets moving Bob Hawk 
Out of the 7:30-8 slot into the 10:30- 
ll Period. Latter half-hour has 


en used by Camel for repeat time | 


on all but 


eastern stations that 


heard it 7:30, but effective with day- 


ight saving it'll be strictly a 10:30 
deal coast- to-coast, 


-— Camel out of the way. CBS is 


trying to effect shifts for the Tues- | 
day “American 
(Bayer ) 


: and the Thursday “Mr. 
en,’ 


on ‘Kolynos) shows. The CBS | 
€s boys have their fingers crossed. 


~ 


It is gener- | 


confronted with problem of | 


Melody Hour’ | 


the country as successor to Lowell | 


|Thomas for the Sun Oil Co.’s 6:45 | 
'p.m. cross-the-board network spot. | al 0 e alist 
|But he leads under circumstances 


{that have reportedly caused some | 
distress among NBC execs 


\clude Alex Dreier and Ken Banghart, 
so on “cold.” with no fanfare or | With estimated network billings in 


|pre-buildup, in order to obtain the | CXC€S* | of $1,500,000 Nee, me 
most accurate gauge possible of pub- | Coca-Cola three-way _ adnate ans aapernY os 
llic acceptance. Putnam was sent to, splurge due Sor an October ter 
/Boston. Banghart went south and | currently ina state of flux. Chiet 
Drei - to the midwest |bone of contention at the moment is 
ok it develops that 'over proposed quarter-hour daytime 


Putnam | °** : 
bought space in the Boston dailies | Strip, which the coke outfit would 
on his own initiative to publicize his | 


like to spot on CBS. 
lair stint there, which, it’s now Show is “Claudia,” with the coke 
> ° ’ 
‘claimed, contributed to his audi- 


bottlers throughout the country 
ence buildup. And NBC, when it got footing the bill. CBS insists that the 
| wind of it, didn’t like it. 


show go on full network, but since 
there’s no telling how many bottlers 
e Pyar 
a ial egy Sh gy a uname will go along, some friction between 
heer gers for March 24 to April 25, oe “or sone has caper A a 
oer ee. Lac venartadiy veloped and there’s some ta la 
but the final strike oo iia the coke people may wind up in 
held up fina! etsciatd tallies \favor of transcribing the show either 
a. oT on ABC or Mutual. Both are mak- 


ling a terrific pitch for the biz 
WMCA Takes Stowe | As for the two half-hour shows 


Leland Stowe’s commentary for |on the Coca-Cola fall agenda, the | 
the United Electrical, Radio and 'Morton Downey-top_ band layout 
| Machine Workers of America, teeing looks headed for a Friday evening 
| ght (Wed.) on the Mutual | segment, with a Sunday afternoon or 
ti <a will get a N. Y. airing, evening slot sought for a reprise of 
amar alk Program, nixed by WOR, the “Pause That Refreshes format, 
bevy 's N.Y a sship. on grounds | with possibility that Andre Kos- 
the web’s N. Y. flagship, g 5 was a ce eee, 
that the station already is over- telanetz may resume ne g., : 
gabbe d. will be-broadcast by WMCA. though names of Percy Faith an 
Indie couldn't take the Stowe | Dave 


Broekman have also. been 
-ojected into the picture 
>» netwo time. 7:30 p.m., | Prols ; 
cere gay ee of its re n. | Because of the discounts involved, 
hg UE ! Coca-Cola would like to keep all 
its programming 


confined to one 


because it 
Raymond Walsh, in that segment 
ram consequently w ill be plat- 


| prog . t 9:30 | network, with CBS having the in- 
ltered and aired on WMCA at 9:30 | network, | 
p.m 


o sold its “Willie Piper’ to 
9 Electric) the webs’ programming- 
a 0; sales boys are in business with a, 


are some of 


“Believe It Or. 


to cut a half- |} 


George Carson Putnam is thus far | to its “Honeymoon in New York” | 


| 

It was the aim of the web to let | Isn’ | Refreshin 
the trio of spielers, which also in-| 
| 


*slot if Lockenbill’s bid to wrap up 


,and ciggie outfit may yet get to» | sequins 





Battle of Talent Agency Giants 
Looms in Recent Rival ‘Hotfoots 





* The trade is casting anxious eyes 

i. 1 these days in the direction of MCA 

| 8 Years Before the Mist {2x4 wittiam Morris, over the suc- 

cession of rival “hot foots” that’s 

Hollywood. | reportedly rekindled long smoulder- 

Editor, VARIETY ng feeling existing between the two 
Good luck to Goodman Ace and / top agent houses in the business 

Sponsor Wanted” program, but That there’s no love lost between 

eight years ago, when I wrote NBC's | Jules Stein & Co.'s MCA and Abe 

“Hall of Fun,” we kept a running | Lastfogel & Co. (Morris) isn’t ex- 


| contest to find sponsor and haven't 
located one yet. 
Maybe this isn’t the way? 


actly a secret to those who have 
i watched the interchange and talent 
grabof! But the battle, it’s re- 


Leonard L. Levinson, ported, is on in earnest, particularly 
ee i =a ace now that MCA has wooed over 
Amos ‘n’ Andy, who for 17 years 


were Lastfogel’s pet client 
Similarly, MCA is nursing a burn 

since the Morris office crabbed 

|{MCA’s Al Jolson deal with Elgin- 


Cand. Rexall In 
Duel for Durante, |: Sinn 


At the moment there's og 


se | abl e speculation over a new MCA 

| de al perking which finds Stein now 
| " On ad in New York from the Coast. The 
1 | 





es is said to involve Screen Guild 
; Although repeatedly de- 
Hollywood, April 22. | Play insiders shy that Laae Gethet 

Tom Luckenbill, of Esty, and Hay | js definitely : 
McClinton, of Ayer, have come and | there's 
gone and ‘t’s still up in the air | in Stein's L.A.-to-N.Y. 
whether Jimmy Durante returns to; Lever Bros. has an option on the 
the Camel aegis or stays with Rex- | half-hour following Lux Radio The- 
all. Now that Garry Moore has his | atre and it’s theirs should Lady 
release to branch out on his own it | Rother drop out, CBS is in the posi- 
is incumbent on Rexall to draw up |tion where it can’t afford to offend 
new contracts as the original deal | Lever, particularly in view of the 
was for Durante and Moore, being | recent talk of NBC's gunning for 
package partners with producer|puy All of which may or may not 
Phil Cohan, find Stein in a tizzie. 

It is no secret that Luckenbill CBS some time ago issued a state- 
would like The Schnoz back as pos- | ment that the Monday night Lady 
sible replacement for Abbott and} Esther time does not go with any 
Costello, who are on shaky renewal | deal for Screen Guild, should it be 
ground. Rexall, wants to hold |dropped by its present sponsor. 
Durante but he’s not so sure he| eipeion —_ 
wouldn't like that NBC Thursday 
time better than his present Friday 


layers 


unhooking and that 
a quirk tied in somewhere 





a 
sponso) on | slot on CBS. In fact Jeems would Nets Feel Pinch 


the Canadian network by RCA, is} like to start with a fresh slate next 


season, including time and network. 
| All he has decided so far is that that 
|he’ll have guestars with a Sprink- 


ling of stooges. 
work segments. “Suspense” becomes 


| 
y ee budgetary casualty due to the 
| collapse of the wine market, with 
or ame om | the CBS-built whodunit folding 


| May 22, leaving the Thursday 8-8:30 
were CBS period vacant. Show has been 
slated to audition a half-hour show sponsored by Schenley's Roma Wine, 
for CBS this week, obtained @ fe- which followed in path of Cresta 
| lease from the network last week Blanca in pulling in the radio spend- 

ing reins. Biow agency is making 
to negotiate a dez 
| enbill, oo gi ‘wis Marae) attempt to keep show going by bor- 
gers Wag i rowing from budget of cther Schen- 
|a series of guest shots on the Vaughn aa ~ 2 ¢ 
|Monroe Saturday night show for [Pobrano “ bedaotad ; 
amel cigarets. ; moro ~ SUCECIee Crime jee 
enniin ‘ales tale’ ln See & fe~ (2% with a current 13.1 Hooper, 
show series but the move is be- has been a consistent rating puller, 
lieved to be the prelude to building so sy eee they _—— up yr a fast 
sales ansact Sher ar- 
up the comedy due in the hopes of muatie pangs ae gg begyon 
spotting them on their own com- | métier as renines per ae hime 
mercial show. Luckenbill, as part Alien’ Yaums Friday gets NBC 
c is cc ale y = Ba ‘6 
of his c omedy talent development | show also becomes a casualty at end 
idea, had similar aspirations for : 
Jack Parr (who goes in as s . 
goss ih Se summer | scrapping both the show and the 
sub for Jack Benny), but the eet 8:30-9 p. m. segment. And whil 
a ates -ieciele de Sie . Seg ‘ while 
mA Met; Pree Peta back in "| there's nothing official in writing 
a . rs yet, Socony looks set to lop off the 
Camel outfit and Abbott & Cos-, Victor Borge-Benny Goodman Mon- 
tello look set to part company at the | day night NBC show. als li 
end of the season and the Stroud | quiching its f machion @ °% aanae 
deal is seen as an “audition” via the bien - “+ Seam se on the 9:29.48 
9 , isbn » m. slot. onsor has 
Monroe show as a possible successor " ponsor has long been 


; Bing. |unhappy over the show's audience 
for the Thursday night NBC (A&C) | pull. Current rating is 6.3—way off 


the beam for a $13,500 package. 
Cancellation ‘of the Bob Burns 
a aeaeeaaeemene show by Whitehall Pharmacy also 
became official last week. Same 
sponsor’s “Ellery Queen,” which 


YOUNG VICE SINATRA 
OLD GOLD POSSIBILITY over is the Sve 'Siindss Nima Yos 


With Frank Sinatra and Old Gold | fosetiergnerd ee a rte 
slated to call it quits after the cur- a oe 
rent season in June, ciggie sponsor’s 
agency, Lennen & Mitchell, has been 
talking to Alan Young as a possible 
replacement in the fall. Young's 
current NBC show winds up for! 
Bristol-Myers at end of cycle in Radio stations are exempted from 
B-M retrenchment. lawsuits that might result from po- 
Thus far it’s reported Young has/ litical speeches. Bill was signed by 
nixed any Old Gold deal because of | Gov. Lee Knous 
the strong opposition to the CBS Law is outgrowth of radio station 
Wednesday night at 9 slot. If OG! squawks that they had no means of 
can grab a new time segment, Alan | protecting themselves. since federal 
prevent censorship of 
political speeches. 


In Belt-Pulling 


Sudden burst of retrenchments 
last week, with sponsors relinquish- 
ing both show and time, preempts 
three more half-hour major net- 








The Stroud Twins, who 





Jimmy Durante doesn't _— out. 





rating. 


No Gabber Squawks 


Denver, April 22. 


gether. 


| of current cycle, with Bristol-Myers 
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‘Gener 


al Service’ Wins Over Special. 


Programming in N.Y. FM Selections 


4 
» s 





Washington, April 22. 

The guy who proposes a “general 
service” radio station has the edge 
over an applicant who plans spe- 
cialized programming when there 
aren't enough channels to go around, 
judging by FCC's rationalizing in 
weeding out five winners from 
among 17 applicants for FM in the 


New York City-New Jersey area | 
last week. a. 
The FM proposal also indicates 
that the outfits with plenty of 


money to underwrite the early days 
of operation are likely to be pre- 
ferred over the shoestring operators 
in tough markets like New York. 

As for television, Commission’s 
N.Y. FM decision makes it plain 
that video isn’t considered competi- 
tion either to AM or FM in the pres- 
ent stage of its development. 

For example, FCC ruled out the 
Peoples Radio Foundation and the 
National Maritime Union (CIO), 
both of whom contemplated prima- 
rily “labor” stations. (Commission 
argued that the International Ladies 
Garment Workers and the CIO 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
proposed to program for the entire 


community.) As such they were 
specialized stations and could not 
stand up against the competition, 


FCC argued. Cgmmission ruled out 
the Board of Missions of the Meth- 
odist Church on the same count. 
The Methodists wanted an FM sta- 
tion as a link in an evangelical net- 
work. 

On the financial end, Commission 
knocked out Bernard Fein and the 
Frequency Modulation Broadcasting 
Corp., both of whom proposed only 
a skeleton staff to run their FM 
stations initially. Commission de- 





cided that programs would suffer 
unless there was more capital be- 
hind them, and eliminated both on 
this count. 


Two other foreign-language sta- 
tions appear to have been ruled out 
both as specialized stations and be- 
cause they had “time brokerage 
contracts” for the foreign-language 
hours. There were WEVD and 
WBNX, both of whom the Commis- 
sion said carried an excessive num- 
ber of spot announcements in their 
non-English segments. 


Commission’s attitude toward tel- 
evision was highlighted by its split- 
hair decision preferring the N.Y. 
Daily News over Dorothy Thackrey’s 
N.Y. Post. FCC decision reasoned 
that an FM grant to WLIB, the 
Post station, would preclude radio 
competition between the two news- 


papers, while a grant to the News| 


would intensify it. Commission 
went on to say that although it was 
simultaneously giving a_ television 
permit to the News, “such a station 
will not sufficiently meet the inter- 
ests of competition which we have 


~ stressed.” 


Winners of FM grants’ were 
WMCA; ABC; WJZ; North Jersey 
Co., Paterson; Unity Broadcasting 
Co. (ILGWU), and the N.Y. Daily 
News. 


COURT ADDS $107,500 





| 


INT: 10 FLAMM CLAIM 


Albany, April 22. 

N. Y. court of appeals, in a unani- 
mous decision reversing lower 
courts, late last week.ruled that 
interest totaling approximately $107,- 
500 must be paid in addition to the 
$350,000 damages awarded Donald 
Flamm last spring in his suit against 
Edward J. Noble for fraud and du- 
ress in connection with the alleged 
forced sale of radio station WMCA, 
N. Y., in 1941, 


Interest covers the period be- 
tween Jan. 17, 1941, when the 
station’s ownership was transferred, 
to the date of the award by the 
N. Y. supreme court, the appeals 
court ruled, 


Handleman & Iver, attorneys for 
Flamm, who is now board chair- 
man of WPAT, Paterson, N. J., said 
they would file judgment for the re- 
vised sum early this week. Franklin 
Wood, counsel for Noble, now board 
chairman of the ABC network, said 
the new ruling will be appealed to 
the appellate division. 





‘SARDI’ CROSS-THE-BOARD 

WOR’'s (N. Y.) 
“Luncheon at Sardi’s” goes on a 
six-times-weekly footing, 1 to 1:30 
p. m., starting May 5. 

Bill Slater has been assigned as 
permanent emcee. 


Saturday noon | 


Sit-Tight Stand Query 


Washington, April 22. 

FCC is currently debating 
whether or not to set for hear- 
ing right of Bremer Broad- 
casting Co., WAAT, Newark, to 
keep a pre-war FM station per- 
mit which it allowed to expire 
March 31. Station, 14 days later, 


sought extension of its fran- 
chise. 

With 12 disappointed eager- 
beavers still hoping for FM 
licenses in the New York area, 
commission is reported ready to 
find out why WAAT has not 


gotten into operation up to now. 
Station last week nosed oui 
WEVD for a television grant in 
Newark. 

Irony is that FCC would prob- 
ably, if it did anything, award 
the channel to Dorothy Thack- 
rey’s WLIB or to Amalgamated 
Broadcasting Co. (CIO), both of 
whom had minority support as 
one of five FM station winners 
named by FCC last week. How- 
ever, it is rumored that neither 
WLIB nor Amalgamated intend 
to file exceptions to last week’s 
decision, preferring to wait until 
July 1 and take their chances on 
getting one of the four reserved 
FM slots. 

Meanwhile, FCC spokesmen 
said commission will waive its 
rule which ordinarily requires 
losing bidders to wait a year 
before refiling a station bid in 
the same market. This means all 
12 rejected FM bidders in New 
York may fight it out again 
next fall, though a few of them 
have lost interest in pursuing 
their applications. 


ALL-GI RADIO. OUTFIT 
TO BLANKET HUB AREA 


boston, April 19. 

New radio voice will be blanket- 
ing Boston as of Monday (21) to 
judge by pre-operational tests from 
WKOX, an all-GI outfit with head- 
quarters in suburban Framingham, 20 
miles out of town. Operates on 1,000 
watts at 1190. 


Set up as the Suburban Broadcast- 
ing Co., owned and operated by three 
radio tyros, WKOX is on the air from 
sunrise to sunset like WBMS, another 
new one but devoted entirely to 
broadcasting classical music. Owners 
of WKOX are Richard E. Adams, for- 
mer Navy lieutenant-commander, in 
as manager; James H. Shoemaker, 
former Navy lieutenant, and Albert 
Anderson, former Navy pilot. Other 
GIs are Lee Emmerich, a B-17 pilot 
formerly with NBC in New York, 
program director; G. Ellis Mott, pro- 
duction and promotion manager, and 
Frank W. Bartol, formerly of WEEI 
and WHDH, chief engineer. 


Studios are located in Smith build- 
ing, Framingham. Town is on the 
perimeter of Greater Boston's 20- 
mile circle containing more than 
2,000,000 people, with Eramingham 
itself a trading center for 100,000. 
Survey also showed that in area 
around Framingham, mostly well-to- 
do suburbs, nearly 100% of the 
homes had more than one radio. Sta- 
tion ‘was partially financed by GI 
loans, but backers have plenty of 
coin. 














trailing in the No. 11 spot. 
paced only by Hope and Fibber. 





a 10 or better. 
TOP 15 

ee BD: eases ke 30.9 
Fibber & Molly .. 26.2 
Se GF es Be Fatar se 25.8 
Red Skelton ....... 24.7 
Lux Radio Theatre 23.6 
Amos ’n’ Andy ........ 23.4 
ee 21.5 
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Mr. District Attorney .... 21.3 
Screen Guild Players .... 21.0 
Charlie McCarthy ........ 20.2 
ow Ei Se 19.6 
Ee tia vias Os 88 Bead « 19.1 
Gildersleeve .... 17.6 
Walter Winchell .......... 17.3 





LOWELL WATTS 


Prominently mentioned in KLZ’s 
recent Variety plaque citation “for 
responsibility to the community” 
were KLZ's farm service programs 
directed by Lowell Watts. 

KLZ, DENVER. 








|a duty to the public. 


| New Jersey at the NAB Second Dis- 








cay m8 15 and the Opposition 


Sunday evening motoring is already beginning to take its toll in 
the Hooper sweepstakes, as evidenced in the new ratings. 
Sunday program candidates for the Top 15 listing, Jack Benny and 
Fred Allen run Nos. 7 and 8, respectively, with Charlie McCarthy 

Bing Crosby had moved into third place, 


Only four shows in opposition to the Top 15 managed to click with 


Bailey Slams 
‘Appeasement 


Of FM Holders 


Wilson, N. C., April 22. 

Declaring the “time for appease- 
ment is past,” Bill Bailey, executive 
director of the FM Assn., addressing 
the North Carolina FM Assn. here 
Monday (21), called for concerted-ac- 
tion on the part of FM broadcasters to 
stem what he termed an “organized 
campaign to further delay FM.” 

He assailed AM operators who 
hold FM construction permits and 
are doing nothing to get FM on the 
air. He called for a united front 
among FM. broadcasters, stating: 
“Did you get into FM because you 
believed in it or to please somebody 
else who didn’t have the foresight 
to get in? Stand on your own feet.” 

Bailey admonished FM’ers: “You 
have an investment to protect and 
Just because 
a few AM operators and manufac- 
turers want us to soft-pedal our 
campaign is no reason why we 
should.” Bailey lauded the Radio 
Manufacturers Assn. and said close | 
liaison was being maintained be- | 
tween the FMA and RMA. He urged 
FM broadcasters to develop new 
program ideas. 

Bailey was luncheon speaker at an 
all-day meeting, attended by some 
75 FM enthusiasts. Concluding the 
session Allen Wannamaker, general 
manager of WGTM and WGTM-FM, 
Wilson, was unanimously elected 
president of the newly-formed N. C. 
FMA. Keith Byerly, of WBT and 
WBT-FM, Charlotte, was elected 
vice-president, and E. Z. Jones, of 
WBBB and WBBB-FM, Burlington, 
was chosen treasurer. 


LaG To Talk To NAB 


Fiorello H. LaGuardia will talk to 
250 broadcasters from New York and 





trict powwow on May 6 at the 
Waldorf-Astoria in N. Y. 

LaG, ex-head of UNRRA, this 
year’s winner of the Wendell Willkie 
One World Award and currently a 
commentator over Mutual and WJZ 
(N. Y.), will address the NABmen 
on “Broadcasters’ Responsibility.” 

Two-day Second District meet 
opens May 5. 
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;On the air at 5 every 


Hip-Pocket Permittees’ Who Sit On 
Grants Should Be Axed, Says FM Assn. 





High Flying 
Boston, April 22. 

On top of the N. Y. Yankees 
sponsoring a series of classical 
programs over WQXR, N. Y., 
comes the Boston Braves with a 
singing commercial. 

Hub club has already cut an 
audition platter and will air 
it over local stations aimed at 
Boston housewives. 


Court Upholds 
Winchell Libel’ 


Albany, April 22. + 











In an opinion described as “adapt- 


ing the old law of libel t6 a new 
medium—radio,” the N. Y. court of | 
appeals has unanimously ruled that | 
utterance of defamatory remarks by | 
Walter Winchell against George W. | 
Hartman, research professor, on one 
of the columnist’s network broad- 
casts, constitutes libel. 

Ruling was in answer to two certi- | 
fied questions submitted to the court: | 
“Does the utterance of defamatory 
remarks read from a script into a 
radio microphone and_ broadcast, 
constitute libel? Does the amended 
complaint state facts sufficient to 
constitute a cause of action?” To 
both, majority of the court replied 
in the affirmative. Judge Stanley 
Fuld wrote a separate opinion tak- 
ing exception to the “rationale” of 
the majority, but agreed with the 
conclusions, 

Judge Thomas D. Thatcher, who 
wrote the majority opinion, stated: 
“The words of the broadcasters were 
defamatory .. .; they did not, how- 
ever, defame him (Hartman) in his 
professional character and were not 
slanderous per se. Nor is the gen- 
eral allegation that the plaintiff 
suffered a loss of earnings ‘upwards 
of $7,000’ sufficient to constitute an 
allegation of specific damage—indis- 
pensable if reading from the script 
was not libel.” He cited several 
cases against N. Y. newspapers. 

Winchell’s zemarks about Hart- 
man were in connection with com- 
ment On a peace movement. The 
columnist-gabber was denied a mo- 
tion for dismissal of Hartman’s 
amended complaint in N. Y. supreme 
court last October but was given 
leave to appeal from the judgment 
of the appellate division. 


WINS, BBC Linked For 
Brace of British Shows; 
N.Y. Indie Now All-Niter 


Indie station WINS, N.Y., still 
looking for outside outlets to boost 
its programming (as its recent tieup 
with Mutual for its “Harlem Hos- 
pitality Club” airer), has now tied 
up with the BBC in two unusual 
setups. Indie has taken BBC's 
“Transantlantic Quiz’ and will air 
it exclusively in N.Y. starting May 
3 on Saturdays at 8:30 p.m. 

Half-hour program is a live quiz 
show with a British team in London 
quizzing a U.S. team in N.Y., pro- 
gram going on BBC Sundays at 6.30 
p.m. It was carried from time to 
time during the war in N.Y. as a 
bond sale stunt. WINS will play 
each program, recorded, the Satur- 
day following its BBC appearance. 

BBC is also making half-hour 
documentary shows in the U.S. to 
acquaint its British listeners with 
different American communities and 
types, and WINS has arranged to 
carry these airers ingN. Y. First 
one will start April 30. First three 
are finished, first being about the 
New Orleans Delta region, second 
the story of jazz, third the story of 
tobacco. Other U.S. sectors and in- 
dustries, like cotton, lumber, ete. 











Washington, Apri] 22 

FM Assn. reps urged the FCC to- 
day (Tues.) to review some 700 con. 
ditional FM grants and to cance] 
franchises to those “hip-pocket per- 
mittees” who have sat on their 
grants and done little or nothing to. 
ward actually getting on the air 
FM prexy Roy Hofheinz and general 
counsel Leonard H. Marks trans. 
mitted to FCC chairman Charles R. 
Denny, Jr., a resolution to» this ef. 
fect passed by the FMA board of di. 
rectors in Albany last week. 

Burden of FMA’s protest is that 
200 FM’ers are carrying the load for 
the entire industry and FCC should 
take measures to see that the dead- 
wood is weeded out of FM here and 
now. Commission makes periodic 
checks of FM grants and construc. 
tion but so far has not yanked any 
permits for cause. 


FM boosters here point to several 
techniques used by some of the big- 
time standard broadcasters who got 
FM grants in order to protect their 


| AM stations but who are actually 


hoping to delay FM as long as pos. 
sible. 

For one thing, a few AM’ers have 
been so brash as to advise manufac. 
turers to put their names at the bot- 
tom of their lists for deliveries of 
FM equipment, In one case, a new 
AM-FM bidder in Illinois was de- 
nied his AM grant on this count. 
Manufacturers, who are now anxious 
to sell FM transmitters, are no 
longer keeping such requests quiet, 
an FCC spokesman said this week. 

Other AM broadcasters are taking 


|advantage of the normal difficulties 


in obtaining Civil Aeronautics Ad- 
ministration approval on location of 
tower sites. This sometimes pccu- 
pies several months and is regarded 
by FCC as a legitimate reason for 
delays in station construction. How- 
ever, ingenious licensees, according 
to a few reports reaching Washing- 
ton, have gone one step further. 
Some of them have actually chosen 
sites which it was known in advance 
would be wnacceptable to CAA and 
thus won an additional six months 
or more reprieve in getting under- 
way on FM construction. Since get- 
ting CAA approval on all new sta- 
tion construction is one of the single 
largest bottlenecks, this technique 
usually escapes notice. Inability to 
get approval of the Civilian Produc- 
tion Administration on transmitter 
buildings is another legitimate bot- 
tleneck which has sometimes been 
used to the disadvantage of FM. 


In other cases, some stations have 
insisted on getting a certain type of 
equipment which could not be de- 
livered within a 10-12 month period. 
Some also indicate they will op- 
erate with power of 50 kw and then 
point out to FCC that no transmit- 
ters above 20 kw are in production. 
FCC, however, has met this argu- 
ment by urging permittees to get on 
the air with temporary low-powered 
eyuipment pending delivery of their 
regular transmitters. To which some 
of the bigtime broadcasters reply 
that inferior signals from low- 
powered stations may hurt rather 
than hasten public acceptance of FM. 


GE BACK IN RADIO; 
BUYS 66 ‘WILLIE PIPER’ 


General Electric has swtched on 
the light in its radio advertising de- 
partment again. » Company's lamp 
division, which chucked its long- 
sponsored “Hour of Charm” last 
spring, has bought the ABC-pack- 
aged comedy, “Willie Piper,” fF 
next fall. Deal was set last week 
via BBDO with the starting date, 
sometime in September, to be set 
later. Package tab is approximate- 
ly $6,000 weekly. 

Show, written by Sam Taylor and 
starring Billy Redfield, is now aired 
on a sustaining basis and will con- 
tinue so through the summer. 
recently took over the Sunday 7 
p.m. spot of “Court of Missing Hel's, 
which was moved to a weekday eve 








will be disked. 


WINS is going fulltime tomorrow | 
(24) with an all-night operation. 
which includes 3% hours sponsored | 
time, with the Copacabana nitery as | 
sponsor. Show, from 12.30 to 4 a.m., | 
will feature records, and interviews | 
with celebs at the club, handled by 
Jack Eigen. Station heretofore went | 

; morning, | 
with “Musical Coffee-Pot” program, | 

















10.0. Man. Merry-Go-Round 19.4 


which now will be moved up to 4 
o'clock. 


ning. “Piper” definitely won't re- 
main in the tough position of buck- 
ing Jack Benny, however, when G-E 
assumes sponsorship. What spot it 
will occupy will determine 
later. 


G-E lamp people scrammed out of 
the network bigtime in the cancel- 
lation rash of last May. Company§ 
household appliance division was ©” 
the books this season only for 4 
part-term as three-days-a-week 
sponsor of the CBS “House Party 
daytime strip. 
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FCC BETRAYS BLUE BOOK: D 





—_—-— 


Take to the High Road 


Edward Weeks, chairman of the Peabody Advisory Board and editor 
of the Atlantic Monthly, speaking at the presentation of the George 
Foster Peabody Awards at the Radio Executives Club lun« 
Thursday (17) in Manhattan, said 

“The real enemy of radio is not 


noe ) le 
neon last 


the man who criticizes. 


not the 


Man 
who has ideas of his own about how radio should develop. The real 
enemy is the man who never listens. Let me describe him. 

“He has never heard a mystery show but he knows that they are 


bad for public morals. He does not know that radio saved America! 
vaudeville from oblivion. He never tunes in on a comedian but he 
knows that radio comedy is full of bad puns and probably dirt 

“He never hears a good public service program (he goes 
early), so he concludes that radio never presents any. 
doesn’t like canned music. The first and only 
heard convinced him for life that BBC is 
networks. 

“Isn't this the real enemy of radio, the man who knows all the wrong 
things about it? Isn't he the same fellow who says, ‘I never believe 
anything I read in the newspapers’? 

“How can we get him? You get him by encouraging him to listen 


to bed 
He says he 
singing commercial he 
infinitely superior to our 


too 


and criticize. 

“You are the professionals and I am the chairborne strategist. I love 
to listen but I never give up thinking that radio can be—and should 
be—better. Accept these suggestions with the friendliness with which 


they are offered. 

1. “Avoid hardening of the arteries. Be wary of old patterns in 
old shows. The public will always love familiar favorites. But you 
have got to make new favorites familiar. 

2. “The partnership between New York and Hollywood seems to 
result in block-booking on the air from 7 to 10 p.m. Is this in the 
public's interest? 

3. “Repetition is the pernicious anemia of radio. The repetition of 
mysteries, of quizzes, of soap operas and rowdy breakfasts results in 
$64 morons. 

4. “The best local stations today are operating on the policy that 
the public is more intelligent than you think. As the networks harden, 
the local stations constitute the best outlet for originality. Watch them. 

5. “Remember what radio lost when Alexander Woollcott died. Be 
everlastingly on the outlook for men whose intelligence, whose story 
telling and whose poetry will make the air delightful. 

6. “Be willing to gamble; don't always bet on the sure thing. Re- 
member what a struggle it was to launch the symphony orchestras, 
the forums, what a struggle it was to find even Woollcott an early 
sponsor. You expect the public to gamble two to three billion on new 
receiving sets within the next few years: how much of that amount 
are you willing to gamble on originality?” 


Cooper to Attack on BBC Bribery 
Front Again in Hush-Hush Tactics 


London, April 22. + 








ja strong dissent 
proposal awarding FM grants in Chi- 


land WAAF 
'FCC 
| should 


| 
| argued 


' 


HITS COLLEAGUES 
FOR FM GRANTS. 


Washington, April 22 
In a sweeping indictment of his | 
fellow FCC members for what he 
considers failure to live up to Blue 


Book promises, 


Clifford J 


FCC 
Durr last week registered | 


Commissione! 


from a Commission 


cago to WGES, NBC-owned WMAQ | 
Durr agreed with the 
that WAIT 
be denied a franchise but 
that should 


Commission 


majority station 


the other three 


be ruled out also if the 


ntended to stand by the standards | 
of program performance outlined inj} 
ithe Blue Book 
Declared Durr: “In its report on | 
‘the Public Service Responsibility of | 


Broadcast 


i sion 


Commis- 
broadcasters 


Licensees,’ the 
reproached t) 


ose 


| whose program performance falls far | 





'short of the promises made when | 
their applications were filed and 
granted. It is pertinent to ask 
whether the statements which the 
Commission itself has made as to 
the part it proposes to play in the | 


| 


{improvement of 
| service are 


broadcast 
likewise 


program 
to remain in 


| the realm of unfulfilled promises?” 


| 


| Book 
itive duty” 
lice in 
| should be licensed in 
\ terest. 





The BBC bribery inquiry bomb- | 
shell, which seemed to have been 
fizzling. is about to go off again. 
Wing Commander Goeffrey Cooper, 
Member of Parliament who started 
the official corruption probe, is to 
cite Bruadcasting House shortly in 
a new series of charges. This time, 


Four-Sided Disker 


This is Robert Q. Lewis Week 
at CBS. 

Getting a network buildup via 
Goodman Ace’s Program Com- 
edy Division at CBS, the ex- 
WHN iN. Y.) disk jockey moves 





though, he and his Parliamentary in today (Wed.) to take over 
colleagues have put complete se- Arthur Godfrey’s 11 a.m. web 
crecy on théir activities. | show while latter vacations. In 
Reason for hush hush is that these | 2@dition Lewis auditions two 
anti-bribery crusaders believe that} mew audience —_ participation 
the official investigation conducted; ‘Shows for the network this 
by Sir Valentine Holmes, lost its week, Stop the Music and 
punch because too many people knew | “Forfeits Hell = quizmaster 


how the inquiry was being operated both of them 





. . . id in ¢ . > 'PeKS he 
and who were giving testimony. And “ . — Ms? at Me y 
“Maw ace ne : ; preems his obert ewis 
Now we ar taking no chances on L ‘ttle Show” in the Saturday 
anyone—and particularly members 1 ot on CBS 
of the BBC—learning of our next ee Ca us . 
moves, and I can assure that we are 
g0ing to detonate quite a few bombs | gg7+ f h’ R ~ 
within the next week or so,” Cooper Kiss 0 Deat outine 


told Vaniery. 
“I have even postponed by inter- 


view with Lord Inman, chairman of Seen Again in Peabody 
Se SBC governors, until our new) = Awards in Suirer Case 


Offensive has got under way. 

Suggested we meet and discuss As far as C BS 3 is concerned, there's 
broadcasting policy, but I feel this 4 “kiss-of-death” irony attached to 
Presentation of 


(Continued on page 35) ithe Peabody Awards. nite ;. 
+ an award at last Thursdays (tii) 


luncheon of the N. Y. Radio Execu- 
WCBS Ditches Net Show tives Club to William L. Shirer. who 
To Capture More Time 





only two weeks ago resigned fron 
CBS afier charging he had been re- 
moved by his sponsor, J. B. Williams, 


° Secause of his “liberal” views, re- 

For Local Programming «=. ed ta those in attendance that 

last year a similar Peabody award 

WCBS. the CBS flagship station in | was tossed Paul White’s way 

New York, which some months back Aw ‘rd to White, then CBS nev 
recaptured a half-hour of morning director, Came at a tumé when he, 
network time to build its own pro-|,... was exiting the network fold 
gramming, is di j > ye with | OPE <chuffle »xec berths 
another Guntieer ie co tage ex- nacre phen a’ & Pens 
Pand two of its current shows. moving in as @ program veepee as 


Station is dropping the 5:30-to-!). 


supery ist I 


‘rather 


6 p. m. netw »shuf- . 
fling Type i ma = p Foes aret And to top off this years dos of 
; : i y.¢ x6 citation was given to 

Arlen and the “Missus Goes A- “th ‘ons Cooma show on the} 

Shoppin’” program can be expanded the > uP a. nets aoe 

from 15 minutes to a_ half-hour | 5! that “it = ing bee Aiger es 

m4 gq | il suspense 1S ne ac ana ud 
Oss-the-board starting June 2 in a eS  cudpenien saga 


bid for additional sponsorship. 


word 


| Searing ‘ » network got 
ogg, Bg eevempes program | nett a eine speneors of the 
ming. Miss Arlen will be heard | °''* — et» ae pt 
was cancelling out. 

from 8:30 to 9 a m., “Missus” fror — My | ore ae fast Wednesday 
10 to 10:30 am., while “Hits and At sn Cmaenian Press Club in 
Misses.” currently heard 10 to 10:30. al Shi or and Murrow came 
Switches to the recaptured 5:30 to 6 ~ nacege 7) 


S¢gment, (Continued on pace 


Durr pointed the Blue 


imposes on 


out that 


to considet 
deciding 


program serv- 
stations 
the public in- 
1at he was unable 
to “reconcile the program service 
| proposed by three stations 
| with the principles in the Commis- 
| sion’s report.” 


Worst 


whether 


He added t} 


these 


offender Durr's eyes is 
WGES. These are his counts against 
the station: for five days a week, 
the proposed FM program format 
jhas “not a single sustaining pro- 
| gram”: 31% ot WGES' commercial 
{time is sold in blocks with the re- 
isult that station has a veto over 
only a third of its operating hours; 
|WGES proposes no sustaining time 
{for the discussion of public issues 
{and although directed to foreign- 
ilanguage audiences almost exclu- 


| sively has no programs to help List- 
;eners learn the English language. 
John A. Dyer, and his associates, 
Durr said, bought the station in 1944 
for approximately $100,000. In 1945, 
the partners took out of the station 


in profits and salaries a total of 
$120,000. WGES’ net expenditure for 
talent during the same year was 
$9,161. Dyer’s brother Gene is li- 
censee of WAIT, also on FCC’ 
black list 

As for NBC-WMAQ. whose FM 
programs will plicate 100% those 
of the AM stati ‘Dur objected 
th Lot i a week wa 
earmarked for sustaining time dur- 
ing the 6 to 10 p.! time segment. 
WMAQ's use of 70% of its broad- 
cast time between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m 
for soap operas also drew Durr’s 
ce! ire 

Said he: “There is no evidenc 
in the record'that there is such an 


unfulfilled demand for this partic 
ular type of program as to 
this high degree of specialization.” 
NBC's policy. he added, is “to main- 
tain a balancing of programming 
than to offer a specialized 


Warrant 


service.” Fact that NBC wants Chi- 
cago as a point of origin for net- 
work programs does not outweigi 
these considerations, according to 
Durr. Fact is. he said, use of the 
Windy City for NBC originations 
has “been steadily decreasing.” 














Windy City Blues 
Washington, April 22 


Irony of FCC Commissioner 


FCC an “affirma- | 








Pree To Listen Is Threatened, 


Says PCA, Mulling Radio's ‘Crisis 


Sa tadio ; “Crisi i the P rogressive 
{Citizen of America sees it. got a 
Grauer Vs. Grauer four-hour kicking around Saturdav 
Ben Graue! who _ presided j;afternoon (19) at the Capitol hotel, 
Saturday (19) over a “crisis-i1n- | N Y. It was dissected and analyzed 
radio conference panel which | by such articulate spokesm is FCC 
found that there is very little Commissioner Clifford Durr and 
freedom left on the air, found radio commentators William L. 
himself in the position the fol- | Shirer, Frank Kingdon and William 
lowing day of having to tell Gailmor.. A couple of hundred PCA 
radio listeners quite a different | radio division members, joined by 
story. Signing off the NBC Sym-_ | observers from 30-odd organizations 
phony, announcer read a script lof various political shades, were 
which said in part: | there to hear about it and to debate 
“The choice in American radio what could be done “to give radio 
is always that of its audiences— back to the peopk Ideas on that 
not of arbitrary ‘critical group subject were about as numerous as 
American radio i pased on the | there were people present 
premise of pleasing its great | In the windup, four readymade, 
audience by presenting increas- ; resounding resolution were pushed 
ingly excellent broadcast in | through It was not enough, how- 
answet to the demand for a {©€ver, for man) of the bitter-enders 
variety of programs. The result | (numbering about half the initial 
is truly free radio—in a wide | ‘*urnout) who arose to demand im- 
range of choice. as wide as the | mediate, concrete action One was 
ranse of entertainment. infor- {2 Woman from Westchester .who 
mation and inspiration.” | blurted vehemently, “If you don’t 
ee si really do something at this confer- 








ence, I say nuts to all of you!” As 


i 
la result two last-minute votes were 
atement driven through 
: | 1. For authorized delegates from 
|sympathetic groups to convene with 
Fells Same Tale’ ‘ 
| Can’t Wait’ Meet 
. ] Voice of Freedom Commiltee 
Figures for the three months of | pcokesmet told ti PCA’ 
- ‘ . . SpOCRKeS | tol] t . a ( Ss 
1947 for CBS and its subsidiary | Crisis-in-Redi Cc . — ‘ 
A . S1S- l ea1o oO Llerence ale 
anie eprise the story what | : 
sense fate yr? ail a tendees Saturday (19) that if 
, ene - ou C —W » > “ . ‘ 
wat - 4 pociieed i , os — Pi " | they “can’t wait until the PCA 
sroac casting ope rations took a sharp meets next month” to have an- 
nosedive while Columbia Records | ther at the dh Riese 
aved the day for the company | other go at the defense of liberal 
aved the da or the company. | commentators. “come out to our 
At la week’s CBS stogkholders’ rally and show at Town Hall 
At : é snow ; wn a 
meeting, the first-quarter statement Thursday, May 8. at 8:15 p.m.” 
showed that only 54c. per. share | Cards headlined “Radio is full 
wa realized from the network’s| of gags’ but America isn’t 
broadcasting operations, as com- laughing at THIS one” and billed 
pared with 7lc. per share for the} as speakers at the rally: Orson 
first three months of the preceding | Welles, via transcription from 


income for the 


year. (Net period Hollywood: F. H. LaGuardia, 
was $934,595 in 1947. compared with | William L. Shirer, Frank -King- 
$1,214.075 in °46) | den, Dorothy Parker, Stella 

On the other hand, the stockhold- Adler, Will Geer. Zero Mos- 
ers’ statement showed 33c. per share| tel. William Gailmor and J. 








fronr Columbia Records in ‘47 in| Edwards. 

contrast with the l4c. per share fig: —————seesnaes — — 
ure for Jan-Feb.-March of ‘46. (Net PCA reps a month from that day 
income for the three months last;to form a “continuing council” 
|year was $248,154. which jumped to; which will press the fight for a 


$563.556 for a similar period this “free” radio. 


year}. 2. For the PCA executive commit- 
The comeuppance of Columbia-| tee to investigate the possibilities of 
Records made possible the overall|an “amalgamation of progressive 
figure of 87c. earnings per share for | forces” applying for one of the four 
'CBS and its subsid operations for| remaining New York FM channels 
this year, whereas last year it was/| before the deadline July 
85c. Latter action was based on an 
eal ee 2S offer by the People’s Radio Founda- 
, ti0n, represented by David Timmons, 


9 raised by 


AFM, AFRA Waive Fees | fap’tt BCA Fy 





Set uD al FA statlior The 
foundzctio! applicat was one of 
On CBS Juve, Health those ‘rejected by the FCC ta the 
past fortnight 
Disk Documentaries veo trainee. badeaiee 
CBS for yme tin bape try- The four olutions pushed 
nz to get a ver from the Ameri- | through the closing minutes of the 
an Federation of 3 are and the |conference declared that: (1) PCA 
American Federation of Radio Art- reaffirms that the air belongs to the 
sts which would permit the web to | People, that the FCC as its “proper 
parece! out transcriptions of its defender” must have adequate 
kudoes documentary shows on juve | financing and Commissioner Clifford 
delinquency and health to organiza- (Continued on page 36) 
tions throughout the country. Latter | —_________ 
felt that wider distribution would 


contribute toward their campaigns 


Godfrey Talent Scouts’ 


in finding a solution of the problems 
AFRA and AFM had nixed the Locks to Blossom Oui In 
idea ol the basis that actors and 
musicians were entitled to the same! Sho bi la Bo U i 
protective measures on. repeat per- woiza wes Units 
formances as the songwriters who Possibility of the CBS “Arthur 
get a fee for all radio performances. , Godfrey Talent Scout” show spread- 
Last week, however. AFRA and/j/ing out into a m Itiple showbiz 
AFM finally agreed to the waiver 


terest similar to the one-time 


who pups for the cont af the tren: hat een ee 
who pays f he cost of t tran from bookers for Godfrey to set up 
S « ? me ; ; ; ; 
criptions vaudeville units comprised of his 


air show talent 


Clifford Durr’s charge that FCC ERNS PO ER Currently involved with his morn- 
is backsliding on its Blue Blook BERNS AS ROVING REPORT ing air programs as well, Godfrey 
promises is that it was in Chi- Bil! Berns. who handed over the | thus far has turned a deaf ear to the 
cago at the NAB convention last WOR N. Y.. all-night disk-gab bids, but has indicated that in time 
October that FCC Chairman stanza to Eddie Newman Saturday he may fall in with the idea. 
Charles R. Denny, Jr. first de- (20). will stick around the Bam- It's expected that Irving Mans- 
clared io the world “FCC will berger station for a couple of new field,, who conceived the “Talent 
HOt blea ich the Blue Book.” ; jchores. He'll have a 15-minute week. Scout” idea and produces the show, 

But. according to Durr, it is ly show of his own starting next would also mastermind the vaude 
in the C h cago FM decision itself Saturday (26) at 6:15 p.m. on which unit production 

4 i v | nlawr . 37% r } i ° 
tt - peas » the — | he z play back wire-recorded| Godfrey show goes sponsorship 
rade t : . s n e stu ft . , . ° 
ma y its chairman six months | rov ing 1 porter stuff he has picked ,soon, with Lipton Tea picking wp 
ago. Pp around town. ‘the tab 
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Can. Premier Throws Bombshell With 
Free Competition, Higher Wages Plug 


Toronto, April 22. , 
George Drew earned! 
rounds of applause from Canadian 





Premier 


(Wo)KO for WORL? 


Industry sources say the FCC 
today (Wed.) may announce it 
has denied a license renewal to 


radio artists when he tossed a bomb- 





| 
he ; he $9} self-c or: - 
shell inte tag staid. self-congratu | WORT, Boston. on grourids that 
Jatory after-dinner speeches at the | Arde Bulova’s ‘attorneys, San- 
annual Radio Arts banquet at the | ford Cohen and Harold LaFount, 
King Edward Hotel _ here and | acquired stock in the station in 
charged that radio artists in this | 1937 amounting to control and 
country are being paid pittances and] failed to report it 
exploited. Adding to the embarrass- | Decision. if it comes. would 
ment of radio executives, the Pre- | not be unprecedented in view 
rs surprise outburst went Over!) of the commission’s crackdown 
the network facilittes of the Cana- |} on WOKO. Albany. several 


dicn Broadcasting Corp. During the | 


months ago over concealmeni of 








ensuing uproar, everyone seemed to} = ctock purchases. 
forget that they were present for | 
the coronation of Miss Pegi Loder 
a: “Miss Radio of °47” in Canada. 
™ a two-minute address which por N S e 
threw the whole proceedings into : 
furore, the Premier started by of- = 
fering his sympathies to Canadian 
redio artists for the “unique handi- | n uve ig 
czp” under which they are forced | 
t —— i that “the| os , rare 
to labor and hoped that the Philadelphia, April 22. 
shackles of monolithic radio con-} : 
7 ‘ ss , ne ie Broadcast of sports was hailed as 
trol (Canada’s nationalized radio} : ; . . , 
: a , a major ally in the fight against 
svstem) will have been broken by ° ~ Serr Se ae 
¢ year” juvenile delinquency by speakers at 
— ne. 
. ey es a banquet last night (Mon.) at the 
\mid grim looks from the head- 


Warwick hotel here, paying tribute 


and glares from sun- 


ity seattcred vice-presidents, Drew 


- ole gucsts 


t |to the Atlantic Refining Co. Spon- 
|sors of the affair were representa- 
k‘cked the previous back-slappings | tives of more than 100 stations, of- 
of previous speakers aside and told | fcjals of major and minor league 
the over 400 radio artists present | baseball clubs, football coaches and 
that “they could not hope for com-| athletic directors of colleges, an- 
I we have free nouncers and ad agency execs. 
competitive networks in Canada.”| -s§, Louis Nichols, assistant to J. 
He claimed that removal of the! Edgar Hoover, head of the FBI, de- 
“shackles of state control” would not} clared that sport shows made great 
only mean better pay for radio} contributions in aiding his organi- 
artists in Canada but “would assure | zation in its campaign against delin- 
to Canadian producers of good radio | quency among teenagers. U. S. Sen- 
entertainment an opportunity to ex-|ator Francis J. Myers in his speech 
port profitable radio programs to} declared: 
the U, S.” ¢ “No one knows how. much time 
‘The inescapable truth is that our | the radio industry and the sponsors 
reo artists can never hope, under|°f sport programs have spent to 
present conditions, to receive what | Combat juvenile delinquency, to de- 
is paid for similar services in the|Velop wholesome interest in youth- 
U. S.” said the Premier, “but the | ful minds, to lift the morale of the 
reason for this is not to be found|American fvorker and to bring 
e viirely in the difference in popula- | pleasure and cheer to the disabled 
tion or wealth of the two countries.” | 294 Infirm. : 
He claimed that Canadian radio Se a Re cmaryig smeNeOnG. BEA). FOR 
if « perated on a competitive basis, Vis ae Seianon. 8. ete al 
: ; : ».’ | nie Mack, manager of the Athletics; 


would have the whole radio audi- | Honus (Hans) Wagner, coach of the 
ence of the U. S. as a potential mar- | 


yivable returns until 





: Dy aS ope ing os | Pittsburgh Pirates: Clair R. McCul- 
Ket. While not saying Row, he be-|lough, president of WGAL, Lan- 
ievec at it would not be muc cael : ; : 

ee | caster; John Shepard, 3d, chairman 
longer before radio in Canada got | 5 


of the Yankee Network; C. McEvoy, 
director o* broadcasting of the 
American League, and Bill Slater, 
sports announcer. 

Frank R. Smith, general manager 
of WWSW, Pittsburgh, chairman of 
the “tribute committee,” presented 
a plaque to Robert H. Collet, presi- 
dent of the Atlantic Refining Co., 
which has sponsored 10,000 baseball 
and 2,200 football games since 1936. 


MBS LETS HAIR GROW 


out of its swaddling clothes. 

The Premier's startling two-minute 
b'ast followed broadcast messages of 
Sir Ernest MacMillan, conductor of 
the Toronto Symphony, that radio 
had improved musical tastes in Can- 
ade; of Davidson Dunton, CBC chair- 
man, that private and public radio 
in Canada both had their personal 
responsibilities. These after-dinner 
speeches, together with those of 
Ernest Bushnell, director-general of 
CBC programs, and Harry Sedg- 
wick, chairman of the Canadian 
Assn. of Broadcasters, had gone 
through the regular CBC “clearing” 
evannels but—said CBC spokesmen 
—Premier Drew's was delayed until 
the last minute and “had slipped 
th-ough.” 

_ On this statement of CBC officials, 

that his two-minute talk should 
have been submitted in advance and 
clcared by the CBC, Drew later said: 
“That merely illustrates the at- 
tempted misuse of power toward 
wilich my remarks were addressed. 
The CBC did ask for a cepy of my 
m nuscript and was told it was not} Hour,” will be aired in the 1-2 p.m. 
my practice to submit such a manu-| segment. “Juvenile Jury.” now in 
script in advance. I would point out | the 1:30-2 p.m. spot, will be moved 
that the hosts of the dinner were |to the 3:30 p.m. tinve being vacated 
the Canadian Radio Artists Assn.| by “Crimes of Carelessness,” which 
and that, neither directly nor in-|does a bowout next Sunday (27). 
directly, was I the guest of the| WOR, however, will carry only 45 
CBC. I prepared my remarks for! minutes of the new music hour. 
the audience I had been asked to! picking it up it 1:15 p.m. following 
address and felt as free to discuss | American Bird Products’ “Canary 
this subject as I would have been! Show.” 
before any other club or similar 


gathering. The very fact that any | sll; . 
question has been raised about the Phillies to Plug Selves 
Again Via Radio Spots 


propriety of my remarks by the 
Philadelphia, April 22. 





Mutual is stepping into the Sun- 
day afternoon symphony ranks May 
4 with an hour of light classical fare 


der the baton of Sylvan Levin. 
Stanza will probably be emceed by 
Bill Berns, who has just finished a 
brief standin as WOR’s all-night 
disk jockey. Scripts will be penned 
by Robert A. Simon, WOR manager 
of new program development, who 
is New Yorker mag’s music critic. 
Program, called “Music for an 








CBC is the best possible evidence 


of their efforts to curtail freedom of| Last year the Phillies ball club 
speech where their activities are’ broke an all-time attendance record 
concerned.” | for the club with more than 1,000,000 





|line to gander their at-home games. 
| Part of the success the club officials 
attribute to a smart advertising and 


COHEN, CROSS ON UN TREK 
Benjamin Cohen, UN Director of 





Information, and Chris Cross, radio, | promotion campaign, much of it via | 
liaison boss, leave tomorrow | radio. 

(Thurs.) for the Coast to partici- This season the club is again buy- | 
pate in the KFWB (Warner Bfos.)|ing up a flock of spot announce- 
ceremonies marking UN's second/| ments on ali the local outlets plug- 
anni. Coast station has been gen-|ging the “Fighting Phils.” Agency 
erally recognized as doing a sock job handling the campaign is N. W. 
of “selling” UN. | Ayer. 


WITH NEW SYMPH HOUR 


| additional 
| Lang-Worth’s 


;}companiment by 
; Americanos. 








. 2. 2. i ee eid PH oreoeoes. 


Over to Oboler 


Teeeeereteeseeee? By Carroll Carroll $54 +t0+~ 


Holly wood. 
Dear Arch: 
Your misunderstanding of my views on commercial radio gives me an 
opportunity to restate the reason for my belief in it as a system of auto- 
matic checks and blocks against overt usurpation of what “is licensed as 








TITO GUIZAR 
Following four weeks’ appearance 


before capacity audiences at the 


| Waldorf-Astoria’s Wedgwood Room, | 


Tito Guizar is now Hollywood bound 


} : ore . 
j}and will soon be starred in Techni- 
| olor. 
! 


Before leaving, Tito completed ten 
recorded selections 
Transcription Net- 
work of 400 stations—orchestral ac- 
Los Amigos Pan 


LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK 


Clear Channel 


Chances Look 








Washington, April 22. 
Hopes of the bigtime clear channel 
broadcasters to win superpower for 
at least a portion of their member- 
ship appeared brighter this week, 
with reports that FCC had aban- 


|}doned earlier plans to come forth 


with an affirmative proposal of its 
own governing future clear channel 
operations. 





by the WOR (N. Y.) house orch un- | 


| cash customers laying cash on the | 


Lack of agreement among FCC 
| members and pressure of other busi- 
ness was reported behind the Com- 
| mission's decision to let the clear- 
, channel boys carry the ball in final 
lap of hearings skedded to resume 


| heavily populated East, while high- 
| powered clears would cover the 
sticks and radio-poor Rocky Moun- 
tain region. That plan was rumored 
to give clears outside New York 
City and other eastern markets 


| June 2. Commission's earlier sights 
| were set for FM stations to carry 
| bulk of metropolitan coverage in 


kilowatts they were seeking. 

Abandonment of the FCC plan, 
according te observers here, 
strengthens the clears’, bid for power 
boosis all up and down the line. At 
the same time, it casts doubt on 
FCC's earlier estimates on the speed 
with which FM would supplant AM 
and the extent and reliability of FM 
coverage generally. Industry en- 
gineers, whose studies have been 
much more exhaustive than FCC's, 
claim there is now plenty of sup- 
port for the clears’ position that FM 
stations can never do the coverage 
job required, even ‘in the populous 
east. 


Award Winner WHCU Does 
Switch, Setting Up Prizes 
For Weekly Newspapers 








Ithaca, April 22. 
Cornell's station WHCU cele- 
| brated its copping of a Peabody 


| award last week for its “Radio Edi- 

tion of the Weekly Press” by tossing 
la filet mignon dinner for editors of 
| 74 cooperating upstate weeklies here 
Saturday (19), Surprise snapper. of 
the affair was announcement by sta- 
tion manager Mike Hanna, of a new 
“leadership awards” plan under 
which WHCU will hand out $1,500 
in prize money to weeklies of this 
area that do the best job in the com- 
ing year. 

Awards will be 
Hanna said, and he asked the State 
| Publishers Assn. to appoint a com- 
mittee to draw rules for the compe- 
tition. Three $500 awards will be 
posted, one of them for the paper 
| showing most improvement, 
two for outstanding 
| leadership by weeklies. 

Dinner spezkers, who lauded the 
WHCU plan, included Maurice 
Miller, District 4 prexy of the State 


made annually, 


community 


Publishers Assn.; Charles Colling- 
wood, CBS news analyst and re- 


! 
| porter, and Dr. Robert D. Leigh, di- 
j rector of the Commission on Free- 
} dom of the Press. 


for | 
or | 


Better at FCC 


power hike to as much as the 750 | 


other | 


a public service.” For I maintain it should remain a public service, which 
is to say, serve the people with what they obviously want, not with what 
someone believes they should have. I hold the most profound admiration 
| and sincere regard for the brilliance of radio’s top creative men and their 


ability to keep raising the standards of the public taste. But I have more 
respect for radio itself than for anyone in it. And I mean respect for its 
| strength, regardless of its intellect 

I'm as aware as you are. Arch, of the abuses in radio today And. like 
you, I deplore them. But I find them far preferable to any political con- 
trol. For it seems to me impossible to do as you suggest, use radio to 
| educate the people politically on the dangers of fascism and communism, 
either on a national or an international scale, without reculation that 
must become political. I know of no one, nor any group, Wise cnough, fair 
enough, honest enough, and sufficiently unbiased to operate radio solely 


in the interest of the listeners; no one competent to see that all sides get 


;} a square cut, 


The curious trend in our democracy today is not toward reason but 
toward argument by name hurling, injunctions and innucndoes This 


starts with street corner rabble-rousers, rises slowly through leiter writers, 
and winds up with the U. S. Congress threatening a private citizen be- 
cause he’s exercising his constitutional privileges as set forth in the Bill 
| of Rights. 

With the “ins” and the equally unstable and irrational, 
| be allowed to administer this heavy weapon, radio? 

My belief is that the compctitive commercial angle is democ- 
racy’s automatic shield against its effective misuse. Because ac 
try to keep their political views from shining through their programs for 


“outs” who is to 


current 


vertisers 


fear of killing potential sales to those who may not azree with them, 
Thus, what you feel is evil is actually a self-regulating force. 
| But to begin at the beginning of your indictment, I don’t. as you 


I argue only against 
| castigation by forces in direct business competition to it, parties more in- 
terested in castigation than improvement. I argue against planned criti- 
| cism by interests who criticize not to make better but to destroy. 

In pointing to newspapers and motion pictures as doing the public a 
| worse disservice than radio, I did not mean to imply that because they 
are no better radio need not. improve. In fact, I said I considered radio 
| far better in all branches of public service than either newspapers or 
; motion pictures, offering less slanted news than the dailies and more really 
| intelligent and instructive entertainment than the films. 

| It's true, as you say, that the mere pleasure of laughter and escapism, 
at this most critical time, is not enough. But there is no record that people 
| in effective numbers will listen to anything else. And there is ample evi- 
dence that they will listen to laughter and escapism. So it seems un- 
democratic to force a “licensed public service” to deprive this majority of 
| what it wants to hear on its own air just because it won't listen to what is 
| good for it. 

| It is quite true, as you say, that unless we are better informed we may 
| gain a bellylaugh and lose the world. The trouble is, that because the bulk 
| of the people who should, will not listen to information, we stand a charice 
of laging the laugh and the world. 


| argue against further castigation of commercial radio. 





Stacked Studies 

I don't know whether or not it’s a fact, as you say, that the American 
public is the most amused and least informed group in the Big Four. Id 
assume it must be the most amused. It seems to me that no matter what 
| the surveys made here show regarding our extreme ignorance and sus- 
ceptibility to propaganda, they prove nothing unless the same surveyors 

make identical studies in the other Big Four countries, to find how ignorant 
| the people of those countries are and what part of what they believe is 
pure propaganda. 

You say our national knowledge is pitifully scant regarding the great 
pulitical problems of the day; British postwar thinking, European ideo- 
logical differences, the awakening of Asia's people and the implications in 
“the static democratic ideals of our professional diplomats.’ What is the 
Chinese national knowledge about this? Or. the British? Or the French? 

It may be true, as you say, that if a large percentage of the cleverness 
and ingenuity which goes into entertainment was diverted into education 
of the people, we would have an alert and voting majority. But I doubt 
if it’s possible to divert and educate the majority ta be as alert as anyone 
thinks they should be. 

It may not even be possible to divert and educate at the same time with 
any degree of consistency, no matter how much ingenuity is used. In- 
structive entertainment, the best and most ingeniously devised, has never 
reached the great masses of people it should reach, It only reaches those 
who, from an intellectual standpoint, need it least. 

But let’s assume we ignore all this and give radio a social conscience by 
legislation. Who is to be the guardian of that social conscience’? Those 
who now run radio? 

Obviously the only way radio can be taken over from the commercial 
group which now controls it is by government action. To whom does the 
government then entrust it? Radio under you will reflect your thinking. 
Radio under me will reflect mine. Radio under a government committee 
Will feature the ideas of the gentleman who controls the committee, either 
from within or without. 

My thesis is not that commercial radio is beyond criticism nor that it ‘is 
doing its full duty in teaching the people that they are the people, which 
few of them are willing to admit, The only thesis is thet radio under 
commercial sponsorship tends to keep it further away from politics than 
radio under any other management. And we all know that as soon as 
radio gets openly into politics it is the winning weapon of those who con- 
trol it. Myself, I'm afraid of all parttes, all groups, and all suggestions 
tending to turn competitive commercial radio either into a dull govern- 
ment monopoly or a dangerous political weapon, depending on who gets 
control of it. , 

So let's continue to educaie and improve the taste of the people, as radio 
has unquestionably been doing since its inception, by constantly seeking 
to improve the standards of writing, thinking and production that it applies 
to all the entertainment it offers: comedy, drama, music and documentary. 
By so doing the appreciation quotient of the listeners will be raised a little 
each year, automatically increasing the average I1.Q. until we have a mass 
of people with intelligence enough to think for themselves. This will then 
become the alert majority you and everybody knows is necessary [0 
democracy. 











Irish Add Sponsor Time: |CBS PLANS PLAGIARISM 


40,000 Hours for Sale Now APPEAL IN ‘PREVIEW 


as Dublin, April 17. 
adio Eireann, Eire’s state-owned | A new trial has been denied CBS 
\in the case of Jack Stanley. recently 


broadcasting system, expects to sell 
40,000 h “Ss i “j 7- : ac 
ours of time during 1947-48. jawarded $35,000 in a plagiarisin ac- 
tion over the net's “Hollywood Pre- 


according to estimates just issued. 
view” program, 





, Time sells at $4 a minute. but only | 
specified periods of the day are sold | 
and then only to very selected ad- | Network: attornevs now indicate 
vertisers who must be Irish com- | that the matter will be taken to the 
panies. Alcohol and certain cosmetic | Appellate Court following the ree 
jads are out. ‘fusal of the superior court. 
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... Why not begin now to 
SELL THE TRUTH about Radio? 


‘Hie TRUTH about Radio adds 
up to a far better, brighter, keener 
sales story than the industry has ever 


used. - FACTS are its cutting edge. 


The truth about Radio is vitally needed 





now 


—By ADVERTISERS AND AGENCIES, as they battle 


tough post-war .competition. 


—By PROGRAM PRODUCERS, as they seek to build shows 


that will sell more goods per radio dollar. 


By SELLERS OF TIME AND TALENT, as they face 


sharply increasing competition from other media. 


And in answer to their need—a true advertising and 
marketing measurement of Radio is now ready for their 


use. It’s the businessman’s measurement—NRI ‘‘CUMU- 


LATIVE-COMMERCIAL AUDIENCE.”’ 


_ Think what this new yardstick makes available for the first time: 


I. It measures the great Radio Audience 
hitherto uncounted—the 83% of homes 
lying beyond the reach of the 33-city 
coincidental phone rating. (This includes 


the entire market for products.) 





II. It measures the “Cumulative Au- 
dience’’ reached by a series of broadcasts. This is the market 
coverage of the sponsor’s program. (See chart). Only this cu- 
mulative measurement can reveal to the advertiser what portion 
of his market is covered adequately—and what portion is left 
wide open for unopposed advance by competitors. Only by 
intelligent, aggressive use of this cumulative measurement 


can the sellers of Radio avoid short-changing their medium 


in media competition. 








——— : 
NIELSEN RADIO INDEX—A Complete Research Service 
(based on accurate electronic recorders) which provides, 
cn a continuous basis, the vital facts needed in solving 
the problems and capitalizing the opportunities of pro- 


gramming, time buying, and time selling of Radio. 


2101 HOWARD STREET 


CHICAGO 





III. NRI “CUMULATIVE-COMMERCIAL AUDIENCE” 
reports, for the first time in Radio history, the number of 
homes hearing each program’s commercial messages for 
(a) each individual broadcast, and (b) each series of successive 


broadcasts. (Note chart). 


Thus, the SELLER of Radio has a new, keen-edged sales 


tool not available to competing media. 


And the BUYER of Radio knows—for the first time—what 


portion of his total market is being reached with his sales 


messages. 


Thus, NRI frees Radio from the costly 
limitations of the 33-city coincidental 
phone ratings—which could never meas- 
ure (a) audience size, (b) market cover- 
age (cumulative audience), or (c) audience 


reached by commercials—all vitally 





needed if the true and larger values of 


Radio in reaching markets are to be made clear. 


But NRI.‘“CUMULATIVE-COMMERCIAL AUDIENCE” 
is only one of the many other exclusive truth-revealing 
features of NRI service. Let us show you how each can 


help make more money out of Radio. 





































































































A. C. NIELSEN COMPANY 


WORLD'S LARGEST a. a a, oe ee ee on en ace ena Benen. 


COMPARE TWO KINDS OF RADIO YARDSTICKS 
(For a typical evening program) 
comenenrat| NIELSEN RADIO INDEX 
RATING (Accurate electronic data- from homes of all types) 
Limited te ’ Average Total Commercial Cumuletive Cumulative 
phone homes in Audience Ausience Audience Audience Commercial 
33 large cities wer Bécst. per Béest. (4 weeks) Audience 
(4 weeks) 
Not 
amgasure ef 26.2 
udience Size 
i . 4 WKS. 93.1 
3 WKS.| [7 WKS. 
162 ° 2 WKS. 3 WKS. 
14.3 2 WKS. 
11.5 
10.0 
1 WK. 1 WK. 1 WK. 1 WK. 1 WK. 1 WK. 
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From the Production Centres 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


ABC's 60-minute cross-the-board disk jockey show for Paul Whiteman 
being sold in 15-minute strips, with initial bankroller reported on verge 
of signing yest. (Tues. ). : 

CBS dispatched special+scroll to Ellen Terry Museum at Tenderden, 
Kent, England. It commemorates 100th anniversary of English star’s birth 
which was marked on net recently with star-studded cast....Victor Ratner 
doing a radio article for McCall's mag ...Heir due to the Edgar Grun- 
walds in May, also to the Bob Buckleys. gGrunwald's the former VARIETY 
staffman who's now mana?zing editor of Business Week mag His WMCA 
series on the atomic bomb finished, Dexter Masters now concentrates on 
his novel, same subject Alma Marks of William Morris office now 
resides in Manhattan; doesn’t have that trek to Fort Hamilton nightly. 


tically out of circulation these days....Charles S. Monroe, CBS associate 
script- editor, was son-in-law of Archbishop Owens, Episcopal primate of 
all Canada, who cied last week in Toronto... 
Lou Cowan package office, with five new sales rep and additional tran- 
scribed shows, including quarter-hour “Gaslight Harmonies” and five- 
minute “Joe McCarthy Speaks” sports series of baseball anecdotes.... 
Cornwall Jackson in from Coast for J. Walter Thompson huddles on Ford 
summer replacement show....People’s Radio Foundation, which has been 
cenied:an FM application, is not Communist sponsored; strictly a» Non- 
Partisan operation. 

Tom Hudson, Kate Smith Sunday show announcer, did narration for 
Paihe short, “Life of Alexander Graham Bell,” at N. Y. studios, for first 
film job....Bob Swezey, Mutual exec veepee, lost his two-month-old 
daughter last week Paul Brentsen added to WNEW announcing staff; 
WNEW announcer Johnnie Dale a father Kermit Murdock and John 
Stanley to casts of “Katie's Daughter” and “Strange Romance of Evelyn 
Winters” respectively. Rene GeKiere, Lon Clarke and Ethel Browning 
join “Our Gal Sunday” cast....Vera Allen new to “Rose of My Dreams” 

..Cameron Prud’homme joins “Backsiage Wife”’....Elaine Kent and 
Richard Janaver added to “Young Widder Brown” players....Henry Mor- 
gan has three writing assignments: a piece on humor for ‘47, an article 
on his hobbies for Mechanix Tlustrated, and a satiric yarn titled “What's 
Wrong With Henry Morgan?” for Radio Life. 


Constance Gallimore into Compton agency media dept....WHOM’s free 
vaccination service last week to foreign-born of city extended to nearly 
2.200, with nearly 600 given the needle on Saturday alone....Robert Max- 


well, producer of “Superman” serial and other juve shows, invited by 


Youthbuilders, Inc., to address member clubs on “How Radio Can Con- 
tribute to the Fight Against Juvenile Delinquency”....Jack Wyatt, Jr., 
Cecil & Presbrey radio director, heads for Hollywood today (23) to launch 
Philip Morris sponsorship of “Heart's Desire,” on Mutual. 

ABC staffers Ann Kelly, Dorothy O'Connor, Helen Hedeman and Doro- 
thy Williams were vaccinated for smallpox on Patt Barnes’ WJZ Wednes- 
day (16)... .Pat Hurley, head flack of WQXR, was to wed Walter T. Gas- 
senheimer, station engineer, Thursday (17), but she took down with bron- 
chitis the day before. Nuptials will have to wait ‘til she’s well.... 





Lots of expansion around the | 











"“Gdol Worship : 


idol Worship has always becn an influential factor in 


\ 


radio selling. The power of “idols” to move people equals 

their power to move goods. WWJ, NBC in Detroit and 
first radio station im the nation, is richly endawed with 

both local and national! favorites who have won the hearts 
and influenced the buying habits of millions of Detroiters. 

Hitch your product story to the wealth of stars that attract 
a host of listeners to WWJ, in America’s 4th largest market 

. +. where employment, production, savings and income 


are hitting peace-time peaks. 





if 


S, Basic NBC Affiliate 
; Associate FM Station WENA 


| Television Station WWDT 


950 KILOCYCLES 
/5000 WATTS 


\ 
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BIRST IN DETROIT . . . Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 
Ma: ional Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLUINGBERY COMPANY 


Bandleader Vincent Lopez's manager is offering him around N. Y. stations 
‘as a disk jockey....New Yorker mag prepping a Profile on Joe Franklin, 
producer of WMCA’s “Echoes of the Big Time”....WOR newscaster Pres- 
| cott Robinson, whe ruptured a blood vessel in his throat while doing his 
| news stint recently, underwent a throat cperation last week at Temple 
| Univ. hospital, Philly. Expected back on air next Monday. 

+ Norman Thomas Simpson has left Compton agency to become sports- 
caster for WWOD, new station in Lynchburg, Va. Kitty Blake, women's 
|commentator for WJOB, Hammond, IIl., vacationing in N. Y Marty 
Goodman back in N, Y., after six-week Coast trip Norman M. Rockwell 
named sales promotion manager for DuMont telesets Charles Oppen- 


- | heim, WINS publicity director, back at his desk Monday (21) after two 
Jazz pianist stunt at WOV has program director Arnold Hartley prac- | 


weeks’ absence due to bronchial infection George Sebastian, radio con- 
| ductor, off to Europe Saturday (19) via Air France for two months’ con- 
ducting tour. 


| Tuesday (15). Mrs. McGarry is farmer Eunice Dickson, who was a BBDO 

tifne buyer until recently....Granger Tripp and George W. Loomis ap- 
| pointed to sales department of Radio Reports. Tripp formerly was copy 
| chief and Loomis assistant production manager. Tom Kelly has pulled 
'out as sales manager. Dick Rieber, v.p., is in charge of sales... Radio 
| third in an “Americans at Home” series being produced for Ford Motor 
Co.....Dick Barr, news writer for State Dept.’s Latin-American broadcasts, 
compiling a book of hitherto unpublished wartime humor, tentatively 
titled “One For Your Grandchildren New public relations firm has been 
| set up by Leonard Matt and Rita Dyckman Hession, both until recently 
| with Ben Sonnenberg’s flackery Phil Carlin, Mutual program veepee, 
| hospitalized in White Plains with an ailment affecting his legs....Jean 
McFarland Shanley, who retired as Coast radio flack for Ayer after mar- 
rying radio singer Bob Shanley, has returned to the agency—this time in 
its N. Y. public relations dept. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


If negotiations. continue to progress as satisfactorily as they have been 
there'll be a new greeter in Kraft Music Hall next season. Billing may 
even be changed to read, Kraft Presents Garry Moore’s Music Hall. Sez 
Garry, “neither of us have said no to a single thing yet’... .“Rogues Gal- 
lery” will be back for summer duty with Fitch but not with Dick Powell. 
| Lead goes to Barry Sullivan. E. G. “Jit” Naeckel, prez of Ramsey agency, 
| was in town last week talking over a new contract with Alice Faye and 

Phil Harris and Fitch will decide in another week or so whether to renew 
or replace. Few months ago the shampoo biz took such a sharp drop that 
Fitch was of a mind to call the whole thing off, even the lush NBC Sun- 
day time....Vick Knight again writes and directs Mutual’s salute to the 
Shriners May 5 for their philanthropic work in connection with mainte- 
nance of Crippled Children’s Hospitals. Harold Russell, Academy winner, 


Allyson, the Sportsmen and Charles Hathaway’s orchestra....After three 
years as office manager and coast talent head for the Biow agency, 
Maxine Anderson is pulling out to make another connection. Vacancy 
is being left that way....All the Schenley wine biz goes over to Biow 
but for the time being it won’t run into important figures....Wildroot is 
through testing shows, and survivors are “Adventures of Sam Spade,” 


“Dark Venture” and “Washington Man”... John Alden, manager of 
Biow’s Frisco operation, is slated for the presidency of the agency. Biow 
is under medico orders to slow down and he'll function as board chair- 


man....Walter Craig aired back to New York with scads of records and 
scripts for submission to General Foods for the noon day CBS spot 
warmed these many months by Kate Smith....It was 16 years ago this 


week that a pair of rustics, namely Chet Lauck and Norris Goff, broke 
in their characters of Lum and Abner on a small Arkansas station.... 
Art Linkletter survived the first round of Junior National AAU hand- 


he’ll ride herd over the Hollywood radio personnel. He's been in coast 


cessful network programs....John Nesbitt will be at the helm of Read- 
“ers Digest when it moves to Hollywood in a few weeks....Frank Sinatra's 
Scripts are now being dished up by Bobby Lee and Jerry Lawrence, vice 
Frank Wilson....Foote, Cone & Belding will move into its own building 
across the street from the new Don Lee studio, concentrating all its units 
now scattered around town....Geyer, Newell & Ganger get the billing 
on Lorillard’s new king size ciggie, a switch from Lennen & Mitchell 
(Old Gold)....The Jerry Colonna audition record was cut last week at 
NBC....Jean Hersholt moves “Dr. Christian” to N. Y. after May 14 
broadcast for six weeks.. Rexall bought Chet Huntley for a news anal- 
ysis on KNX. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Glenn Snyder, WLS general manager in hospital for operation... .Life 
mag doing a spread on the Breakfast Club....Al Morey, WBBM produc- 
tion manager, to New York on business....Virginia Evans, formerly of 
MBS, now head of the Woman's Events Department of Public Relations 
Affiliates....Rudy Vallee guesting on “Voices of Spring”....Bev Dean 
added to WBBM production staff....Entire WCFL personnel at Audi- 
torium for Annual Frolics....Ralph Edwards doing guest spot on Quiz 
Kids show May 4....Les Johnson, of WHBF, Rockford, regional head of 
National Association of Broadcasters, in town to set up plans for two-day 
regional convention on May 8-9 at Palmer House....16 high schools and 
colleges registering students for April sessions of the WBBM-FM theatre 
classes... .Bill McGuiness of WGN back from vacationing in Mississippi 
....Joe E. Brown set for appearance on “Melody Lane”... .Gladys Scott, 
N. W. Ayer, addressing Radio Management club....Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Wojtal welcomed a baby girl last week. Former is chief sound technician 
at WBBM. 

Bob Bouchier named program director of WLOL in Minneapolis and 
Jack Thayer joins same station as account exec... Tommy Bartlett skedded 
as emcee at Travel Exposition in Coliseum....Confections, Inc., Chicago, 


now at the Copa, visiting the Teens and Tunes Club Radio show.... 
WBBM receiving citation for outstanding service from Veterans Adminis- 
tration on behalf of General Omar Bradley....Judith Waller. of NBC 
honored at dinner party at the Drake in celebration of her 25th year in 
radio. .. Georgie Tapps, the Harmonicats and the Honey Dreamers added 
to lineup for the AFRA Antics ball in Medinah Temple....Maurice Cope- 
land off to California for his first vacation in seven years....Walter Lan- 
terman completed article of 20,000 words on radio, for Ency clopedia Britan- 
nica....Genevieve Kaleth of WBBM will be featured with the Women’s 
Symphony in all-Gershwin concert in Orchestra Hall April 21... .Ed Boroff 
and Ell Henry ef ABC off to New York. i 








| 

LANDT TRIO BRANCHES OUT | Pittsburgh—Edwin S. Hoofnagle, 

Landt Trio has set up office as ,°4. Tadio and night club entertainer 
Landt Productions to package tran- | who was formerly featured on KQV 
scribed and live spots and shows. was sentenced to from one to two 
_Outfit’s initial offerings include a| years in the workhouse last week 
five-minute plattered series called | for trying to hold up the downtown 
“Three Cheers for Breakfast” and a| Elks Club last December An ae- 
half-hour live variety show, “Life of complice, Louis Cardamone drew a 
the Party.” ' similar term. 





Jim McGarry, BBDO radio flack. father of a girl, Sheila Maureen, born | 


|actress Adelaide Klein inked by Transfilm to narrate a documentary, | 


King Cole Trio and “What's the Name of That Song.’ Casualties were | 


ball tournament....Ruthrauff & Ryan made Sam Pierce a veepee and | 


radio for 15 years and has toiled as writer and director on many suc- | 


doing radio campaign on contest touching over 70 markets. .. Jack Durant 
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RDG Pacts NBC: 
ABC, Mutual Next 


Hollywood, April 29. 

It's two down and two to go for 
the Radio Directors Guild here. This 
week the union and NBC effected an 
agreement, the union’s second in its 
initial net negotiations and follow. 
| ing one with CBS. ABC is now in 
| the throes with the union, probably 
|in the last stages, and Mutual will 
be next and last. 

NBC agreement is a virtual dupli-. 
| cate of that made with CBS. Under 
it, the directors get a basic minimum 
of $90 starting salary and $100 for 
second year men, plus_ individual 
merit raises. Details of the CBS 
contract are still being hashed but 
| it’s set, and NBC’s goes into the 
drafting stage this week. Final meet. 
ing between CBS and the union will 
| be held by April 30, and it's likely 
|that the NBC matter will be as 
draggy on details. 

In its third meeting with ABC of- 
ficialsthe union again came off with- 
out making much dent on the salary 
| angle, The fourth meeting was slated 
for today (Tuesday) after the union 
reps talk it over with the net men 
concerned. Major hitch is the differs 
ent status enjoyed by ABC’'ers, 
known as writer-directors, a situa- 
tion involving special fees that con- 
siderably hike director incomes, 
Threat is that if the union sets the 
same minimum as made with the 
other two nets, it may alter other 
|income structures. Otherwise, the 
opposing sides see pretty much eye 
to eye. 











| Glens Falls, N. Y¥.—Appointment 
|of Carl W. Mattison to the position 
|of general manager of WGLN at 
Glens Falls, has been announced by 
John R. McKenna. 


| eb 


Se 











emcees and roster includes Bob Hope, Dinah Shore, Dick Powell, June | 
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Consider these musicals: 


% SINCERELY KENNY BAKER: 
Starring Americe's favorite romantic tenor, 
plus the cute singing of Little Miss Rhythm, 
Donna Dae, plus the music of Buddy Cole 
end his men—ali neatly tied together by 
your favorite ter of cere ies, Jimmy 
Wallington. Three or five quarter hours 
per week. 


% THE WAYNE KING SHOW: 
The Waltz King, his golden saxophone, 
his traditionally brilliant orchestra, plus 
vocalists Nancy Evans and Larry Douglas, 
narrated by Franklyn MacCormack. A sen- 
sational network history of success. 

% THE BARRY WOOD SHOW: 
Storring Barry Wood with songstress Mar- 
goret Whiting, the Melody Maids end the 
smooth strings of Honk Syivern and his 
orchestra. A quarter hour musicol that's 
smooth as silk. 


Because other less-than-network 
sponsors in other cities pay their 
pro-rata, single-city rate, these 
big-name, big-time progroms are 
available to you at a mere fraction 
of their cost. 


AVAILABLE FOR LOCAL AND 
REGIONAL SPONSORSHIP 
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° These past five years as 
emcee of “We, ‘the People” 


have been wonderful! 





My Sponsor— 


©The Gulf Oil Companies 


and especially Rod Huber 


The Agency — 


SF Young & Rubicam, 
especially Tom Lewis, Harry 
Ackerman, Paul Richardson 
and David Levy 


The Musical Director 


®Oscar Bradley and his 


fine organizalion 


The Sta}{— 


®Lindsay MacHarrie, Producer 
and all the swell guys and gals 
on the “We, The People” staff 


The Network— 


®Columbia Broadcasting System 


Milo Boulton 
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So. Cal. B’casters Name Mouthpiece- 
To Battle Pending Radio Legislatio 


Hollywood, April 22. | cifically commercial 
Broadcasters of southern Cali- |and the planned State-sponsored net- 
fornia, alerting themselves to flock | work from interference or super- 
of pending radio legislation in/|vision by the Board. As amended, 


Sacramento, have appointed attorney | bill declares that Board shall not in | 
control broadcasts in- | 


Don Tatum to represent their in-|any sense 
terests in the state Capital, May 1, | tended for general public, but would 
when the first measure, Senate Bill |affect only those facilities owned and 
1382. is aired before the committee | operated by public agencies in con- 
on education. It’s aim is to set up a| nection with official business, Le., 
State-sponsored FM educational net- | police and fire departments, ete. It 
work 
Special meeting of Southern Cali- | the juricdiction of the Division of 
fornia Broadcasters Association was | Communications (Board) shall 
held yesterday for briefing of Tatum ; "ever under any circumstances be 
broadcasters’ stand. He was also in- | used for political, secretarian or 
structed to set up close liaison with | propaganda purposes.” 
northern industry group for con- 








certed action, if and when necessary. | . k 

His initial move for radio men will KFWB § All-Out Bloc 

goes through the mill. He remains 

in close contact, however, in case , , : 

may set up a precedental permanent Film Trailers, Parties 

lobby or, at least, a watchdog serv- Hollywood, April 22. 

outcome of hearings. There are a/ Block as a Coast indie station fea- 

reported 25 bills affecting radio| ture was launehed this week by 
ner’s KFWB. From here on out 

southern California should hear of 


be that of an observer only as bill ‘ 
Plug Includes Blimp, 
decision becomes necessary. SCBA 
ice in Sacramento depending on} The all-out drive on Martin 
pending Harry Haizlish, manager of War- 
little else as exploiteer extraordi- 


Politicos were slow in replying to 
the requests’ for information on Bill 
1382 and when it would be heard in 
committee, and the association is 
still without word on Assembly Bill | (24 p.a.’s), 
1514, supporting measure for the | Lockwood 


Shore-Reyes 


& Shackleford agency 


Senate Bill. and also Senate Bill 908,| and station p.a., Irving Hamblin, 


which asks for a State Communica- | unleash an all-time high barrage. 
tions Board, in effect, a local level Total of 73 local and area news- 
FCC. They regard the brushoff as | papers will get advertising sched- 
typical of politicos and the impres- | ules. Over 1,000 air plugs are 
sion is that similar slights may be| planned. In _ addition, billboards, 
more frequent and more inimical if | blimps, car cards, bus and taxi 
solons afte empowered by laws they | placards, commercial tieups, intro- 
seek to enact. Hope is that some |ductory parties, personal appear- 
added info will be in hand on others | ances, trade press ad sections, direct 
before Tatum treks north. mail, film trailers and other gim- 

Two amendments were recently | micks will be employed along with 
inserted in 908, possibly the results | everything available from Warner 
of outside pressure or reconsidera- | studios and theatres. Virtually en- 
tion in anticipation of such. They | tire staff of the station is on a night 
are so worded as to protect spe- and day working schedule. 


WARNING 


A FEDERAL COURT HAS RULED 
THAT THE NAME 


GRAND OLE OPRY 


iS THE EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY 


or rapio staTION WA & IAAL 


NASHVILLE 


INFRINGEMENTS WILL BE 
. VIGOROUSLY PROSECUTED 




























The Federal Court of the Middle District of Georgia, 
on March 24, 1947, in the case of WSM, Ineorporated, 
Plaintiff, against Golden Goose Corporation and R. L. 
Whitton, Defendants, rendered the following. decision, 
applying throughout the United States: 


“The plaintiff, WSM, Incorporated, by virtue of 
the long use of the words “Grand Ole Opry”’ to 
designate its radio program has acquired the legal 
right to the exclusive use of such name and is en- 
titled to be protected against infringements which 
would tend to deceive...” 










The above decision applies to the use ef words similar to 
"Grend Ole Opry” 


Theatre Managers and Booking Agents: 


WSM, inc 


NASHVILLE, TENN. 







In case of doubt as to the 
authenticity of a “Grand 
Ole Opry”’ act, contact 















says: “Communications facilities to | 
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| factor, coupled with the fact that 
ithe ABC tele staff is already well- 


: ,..._| versed in all phases of video pro- 
broadcasting | gramming through its experimental 
work during the last year, puts the) 


web in a unique position, Samish 
| pointed out. 

Plans for expansion of the tele 
| web after N. Y. gets on the air are 
;not set yet, he declared. ABC's pri- 
mary tele copgsideration in Holly- 


| wood will be on talent and not so} 


much on the market area available, 
he said, implying that Hollywood 
will be the second station only if 
ithe coast-to-coast coaxial cable is 
| readied by then to permit Holly- 
wood-originated shows ta be trans- 
mitted to N. Y. It it isn’t Holly- 
wood, then ABC has its choice of 
Detroit, Chicago or San Francisco, 
grants for which .have all come 
through. 


ABC is interested primarily in 
building up tele’s commercial pos- 
| sibilities, Samish said. He expressed 
\the hope that during the web's 
| building period in N. Y., the market 
‘for sponsors would become large 
|}enough to rule out any sharing of 
| time and production costs with ad- 
vertisers, an action which some sta- 
|tions have been forced to follow 


| heretofore. 
| ABC might work out some partici- 


nary, Haizlish, Puzlicity Associates | pation deal for sponsors to make it 
Agency, | possible for the small advertisers to 


; enter the costly medium within the 


under national director Paul Mowrey 
ihad one of the first pooled adver- 


| tising shows on video over WABD 


(DuMont, N. Y.) last year and ABC 
| Will attempt to build more shows 
on the same basis, Samish said. 








Tele Review 


<i Continued from page 28 





their imagination and future capa- 
bilities, 

Show produced was ap original 
by Robert Blum, titled Phe Three 
Gifts,” a one-acter that could go on 
any station with a little script- 
tightening. Script called for some 


that direction the ex-GIs showed 
their imagination, coming up with 
a sliding-door arrangement that 
rivaled similar: sets designed by Jo 
Mielziner for the Broadway produc- 
tion of “Dream Girl’ last year. Set 
was designed by Kit Kirkbride, 
David Gaines and Iran Berlow. 

Other production credits, for the 
record, include Don Celentano as 
producer; Tadeus Kowal, director, 
and Mare Daniels as technical direc- 
tor. Russ Hinchliffe handled studio 
direction, with Charles Durand on 
sound. Cameraman included Ted 
Paul and Frank Graham, with an 
assist from Jerry Tobias. Cast com- 
prised Theodora Bender, Joe Silver 
and Berlow. 

With four new stations expected 
to go on the air in N. Y. within the 
next six months, and other grantees 
throughout the country pressing for 
an early start to operations, there’s 
going to be a crying need for just 
such experienced personnel as the 
Wing is turning out. It's to be hoped 
these ex-GlIs, who are taking the 
course under the GI Bill of Rights. 
have an inside track on the top jobs 
available. Stal. 


a 






next few years. Web’s tele staff 








| ; 
N.Y. Realty 
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cized Friday simultaneous with its 
rejection, had been devised by TBA 
to serve until a master antenna Sys- 
tem, capable of feeding all receiving 
sets in any apartment house. could 
be fully developed, tested and ap- 
proved. Telicon, RCA and Amy, 
Aceves & King are now working on 
such a system. TBA plan, which 
was said to have been approved by 
industry engineers, would have al- 
lowed thousands of N. Y. families 
to enjoy tele shows until the master 
system was developed, according to 
TBA spokesmen. 

Plan provided basically for a 
landlord to approve installation of 


nas as he felt could be erected with- 
out damaging the appearance of the 
building or creating interference 
between each antenna, two points 
which the realtors had mainly found 
fault with. Each set owner in a 
building was to permit other set 
owners to attach lead-ins to his an- 
tenna, with TBA Maintaining one 
installation could thereby service 
four or five sets. 

Set owners were to assume full 
liability for any damage caused by 
the antenna and were also to agree 
that it would meet with all fire de- 
partment and building regulation 





as many conventional dipole anten- | 


codes. If the tenant who'd installed. 


San Antonio, April 22, 





{ . 

disaster at Texas City by local, re- 
| gional and national webs who mobi- 
| lized their equipment to aid the vic- 
tims of the tragedy as well as to air 
on the spot news of the fire, explo- 
sions and rescuing of victims. First 
news of the tragedy was flashed by 
radio news and from late Wednes- 
day stations throughout this section 
of the state gave complete coverage 
of the event. Representatives of 
Mutual, CBS and NBC were flown 





to Texas City for the origination of | 


| nationwide broadcasts. Among these 


|were Bud Thorpe of the Chicago 
| NBC office; John Daly, CBS net- 
| work and Arthur Gates of Mutual. 
Ted Nabors, of the KTRH, Hous- 
ton staff, was believed to-have been 
the first to air direct from the 
stricken Texas City and later aired 
on CBS news. Pat Flaherty of 


|KPRC, Houston, was also on the 


| scene for special broadcasts. 
| Sam Sloan, WOAI, San Antonio 
| news reporter, went to Texas City 
| and stayed there for several days 
| using the San Antonio police short- 
wave transmitter to send news bul- 
letins to WOAI. Jerry Lee and 
Monte Kleban, also from WOAI, 
flew over the city in an Army plane 
and aired their eye-witness account 
on NBC World News late Wednes- 
day evening. John W. Scott, KABC 
news editor, spent several hours in 
Texas City and also aired first hand 
reports of the tragedy. KTBC sent 
ia special crew from Austin where 
| wire recorded interviews were made 
and played back. 

In many cases radio men, an- 
nouncers and engineers were in 
'danger of explosions as they aired 
lan account of the fire and explo- 
| sions, One crew left only 10 minutes 
prior to an explosion of one of the 
ships in the dock. Stations also 
served as a clearing house during 
the first several days for messages 
| which poured in from all parts of 





ithe nation wanting information of 
highly-intricate sets and it was in| loved ones and friends. Outstanding 
| work was also done by the short- | 
| wave “hams” who were the first to | 
lestablish first lines of communica- 


tions with the stricken city. 


KTHT’s 48-Hour Stint 
Houston, April 22. 
Station KTHT, Houston, turned 
over its entire facilities for a 48- 
hour period to reporting and han- 
dling distress calls on the Texas City 
disaster. Station cancelled all com- 





Caravan to Carry Tele 
Gospel to 22 Towns in 
RCA, Allied Stores Tie 


Televisicn caravan sponsored 
jointly by RCA and Allied Stores 
Corp., which is scheduled to intro- 
duce video to Allied store customers 
| in 22 cities throughout the country, 
will make its first stop May 20 at 
Reading, Pa. Closing week’s show 
| will be given Oct. 15-18 in Akron. 
Caravan, carrying 12 tele execs and 
about $100,000 worth of equipment, 
will be carried in six cars built 
especially for the purpose by Chev- 
rolet. 

Caravan is to stop a week in each 
of the 22 cities, where it will give 
about 14 shows. Programs will com- 
prise actual demonstrations staged 
by 10. organizations, ineluding 
Charm, Pic and House Beautiful 
mags, plus Westinghouse, Hickok, 
B.V.D., Koroseal, Sherwin-Williams, 
Hoover and U. S. Rubber. Receiv- 
ers will be stationed throughout the 
store for customers to watch the 
proceedings. Basic idea of the cara- 
van, according to Allied veepee Rus- 
sell A. Brown, is to “reproduce as 
faithfully as possible actual studio 
conditions,” in order to bring tele to 
people who have never seen it. 

Caravan personnel is headed up 
by Sam Cuff, former manager of 
WABD (DuMont, N. Y.). Lou Sposa, 
also formerly affiliated with WABD, 
is production manager and Bernard 
Brink is chief engineer, 











one of the dipoles subsequently 
moved from the building, the an- 
tenna was to become the property 
of the landlord so that the other 
sets connected to it would not be 
put out of service. 





San Antonio — Charles L. Brady 
has been named chief engineer of 
KMAC and KISS, FM voice of 
| KMAC., 





Full radio coverage was given the 


Radio Gives Texas Blast All-Out — 
Coverage; Also Aids Rescue Work 


; mercial and regularly-skedded Dr'oe 
grams to serve as mouthpiece 
lice and relief agencies, 
Local Houston citizens helped sta- 
tion personnel handle volumes of 
telephone calls from friends 


for po 


p , and 
relatives of Texas City inhabitants 
Other stations in Houston and with 
in a 50-mile radius of the explo. 
sions carried up-to-the-minute news 
eulletins, but continued to ai: their 


regular program schedules 

KTHT is now broadcasting appeals 
for funds and living quarters for 
displaced Texas City people. To 
date over $50,000 has been collected. 
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tHear EDDY ARNOLD 


on 


WSM Grand Ole Opry 


Every Saturday Night 
9 P. M. — E.S.T. 


Checkerboard Jamboree 


Coast to Coast on 
MUTUAL 
Monday Thru Friduy 
Noon E.5.T. 
For Ralston Purina Co. 
papa aaa aananaaaanans 








also 


Saturday, 11 P.M.——E.S.T. 


EDDY ARNOLD’S 
Songbook Program 


WSM GRAND OLE OPRY 


LAA AAAAAAAAAAannanaahael 


~ On RCA-VICTOR and 
BLUEBIRD Records 

Eddy’s Latest RCA Victor 

What In Life Without Love? 


That's How Much I Love You 
(Victor No, 20-1948A, backed by 
“Chained to a Memory”) 

I Talk te Myself About You 
(Vietor 20-1801) 

All Alone in This World 
(Vietor 20-1855) 


Many Tears Aco 
(Victor 20-1871A) 


Mommy, Please Stay Home With Me 
(Victor 20-1871B) 

444 
AVAILABLE FOR * 


PICTURES AND 
* PERSONAL APPEARANCES * 
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; EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 

¢ THOMAS A. PARKER 

z 4218 San Pedro 

z Tampa 6, Florida 

: Phone: W-3951 
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German People Due to Get 
Radio System in U.S. Zone, 
Soon as Possible: Tyler 


. Columbus, April 22. 

The German people—not their 
government or commercial interests 
—are eventually going to run the 
radio system in the American zone, 
asserts Prof. I. Keith Tyler, of Ohio 
State Univ., just returned from 
abroad on an Army-sponsored trip. 

Prof. Tyler said it was American 
occupational policy to turn the re- 
built radio system over to the Ger- 
man people as fast as possible. Re- 
sponsibility would rest with organ- 
ized gtoups like trade unions, cul- 


tural groups and civic associations | 


to provide proper leadership. 
“Commercial radio—U. S. style— 
early was ruled out as not in keep- 
ing with European traditions,” said 
Tyler. “Radio has become the No. 
1 tool for entertainment, news dis- 
semination and education today,” he 


added. “The shortages are so great 
in other lines, like newsprint for 
papers, ink and pens for schools, 


that radio is the only answer.” 
Tyler, who spent 10 weeks abroad, 
said the Americans had done more 
in turning radio back to the Ger- 
man people than any other occupy- 
ing power. He returned 
states earlier than the other half- 
dozen 
into final 
Education by Radio, 
which he is director. 





Wisconsin League Picks 


Lanphier as Head 


Milwaukee, April 22. 

Wisconsin League of Radio Sta- 
tions had the biggest turnout in its 
15-year history when more than 35 
broadcasters gathered here last week 
for the annual meeting. NAB di- 
rector Les Johnson of WHBF, Rock 
Island, addressed the group. The 
broadcasters voted to hold quarterly 
meetings; news clinics and program 
conferences also were skedded. 


Charles J. Lanphier, veepee and 
g.m. of WFOX, Milwaukee, 
elected president. Others 
were Howard Dahl, 
Crosse, vice-president; K. F. Schmitt, 
WIBA, Madison, secretary - treas- 
urer, 
Poidevin, 


chosen 


WRJN, Racine; 


banks, 
Rev. J. A. Wagner. WT4Q. Green 
Bay, direc*oz. 


to the 


educators in order to whip 
shape the Institute for 
May 2-5, of 


was 


WKBH, La- 


and .ex-president Harry Le- 
Ben 
Hovel, WSAU, Wausau; Lynn Fair- 
KFIZ, Fond Du Lac, and 


BMB NOW OFFICIAL— 
ALL MEDIA ENDORSE IT 


Blessings on the Broadcast Meas- 
urement Bureau are now threefold 
—and official. Outfit, which cleared 
its first and most fearsome endorse- 
ment hurdle at the NAB convention 
last October, picked up the adver- 
tisers’ okay at the ANA meeting in 
Chicago early this month and added 
the agencies’ stamp of approval at 
the 4A’s annual meeting in N.Y 
last Thursday (17). 

While broadcasters alone pay 
BMB’s way, the bureau is generalis- 
lsimoed jointly by NAB, ANA and 
ithe 4A’s, and is dependent on the 
lgoodwill of all three. 

The 4A’s unanimously urged BMB 
ito continue its “regular nationwide 
; audience measurements” and said 
|member agencies “will make exten- 
sive use of BMB material to in- 
crease effectiveness of radio adver- 
tising and further the welfare of 
radio broadcasting.” Pitch for BMB 
was made to the admen by Carlos 
Franco of BBDO, D. E. Robinson of 
LaRoche & Ellis, and Linnea Nelson 
‘of J. Walter Thompson, all 4A’s reps 
lon the BMB board. 








Russell Edsall as_ sales 
WTCB, Flint, has completed 
| Staffing for its opening April 27. 


Texas State Network, 
E. Roosevelt’s Baby, 


In Reorganization 
Fort Worth, April 22. 
Reorganization has been com- 


pleted here of the old Texas State 
Network which was founded by El- 
liott Roosevelt. Under the new 
setup the web takes over complete 
control of KABC, San Antonio and 
| KFJZ here, which is key station of 
| TSN, and half interest in WACO, 
| Waco and KNOW, Austin. 
| Principal owners of TSN are Gene 
/L Cagle, prez, who has 10%; S. W. 
| Richardson, 18%; Charles F. Roeser, 
13%; Ruth G. Roosevelt Eidson, 16%, 
;and same amount held by the Con- 
| tinental National Bank in trust for 
| the children of Mrs. Eidson and her 
| husband Elliott Roosevelt. 
Application filed with the FCC 
specified considerations of $168,238 
|but spokesman for the web ex- 
| plained that instead of actual cash 
| outlay the transfer involved the 
| trading of stock in the individual 
| Stations and in the old Texas State 





| Network, a Texas corporation for | 
Detroit—With the appointment of | stock in the new corporation which 
director, | has been organized under Delaware 
the | state laws, 


but still using the name 
Texas State Network. 





3-Mo. Freeze on 


Washington, April 22. 
FCC is still undecided whether or 
not to extend its three-month freeze 


on standard broadcast bids past its 
| self-imposed deadline of May 1, it 
{was learned today. Although the 
| Commission has cleaned up tough 
engineering conflicts on over a half- 
|dozen radio channels, applications 
on a round dozen other channels are 
still unresolved. 





As a result, complaints are rolling 

in from counsel of several applicants 
who now fear FCC won't reach their 
}cases by May 1, and after that date 
new bidders may come in and tie up 
the works. Commission men are still 
working against heavy odds in effort 
|to act on all the bids for fulltime 
}and regional channels by May 1, but 
|frankly admit there is no chance of 
completing action on over 200 re- 
;quests for local-channel and day- 
j time stations. 

Legality’ of extending the freeze 
without 30-day notice is worrying 


isome FCC’ers, while others take 
iview so long as Commission works 
| off the tough cases by May 1, there’s 


Complaints Roll in on FCC Due To 


AM Broadcast Bids 


no obligation to prolong the freeze 
to protect the local-channel boys. 
As one FCC official explained it, 


imposed “for administrative con- 
venience, not as an umbrella to pro- 
tect applicants from competition.” 
He went on to say that Commission 
has no particular desire to protect 
those 325 bidders who jammed in 
applications in the week before the 
freeze began, since purpose of the 





freeze was to break logjam on bids 
ion file from nine to 12 months. Also 
| radio-wise ops may have filed sev- 
j}eral out-of-town bids in hopes of 
sneaking through grants before the 
local towns people could form their 
own groups in competition. 

In the meantime, a legal test of 
| FCC's right to put bids on ice may 
lreach the courts, if FCC okays a 
grant to former ABC veepee Keith 
Kiggins and Donald Reynolds, mid- 
west newspaper publisher and 
broadcaster, for a new station in 
Erie, Pa. This bid was filed in the 
| week before freeze opened Feb. 8. 
jit is now being challenged by WERC, 
| Erie. 






























VGN has more listeners* in the NRI Chicago 


ion area between 6:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon 





1. any other Chicago station. 
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So. Cal. casters Name Mouthpiece- 
To Battle Pending Radio Legislatio 


Hollywood, April 22. 
Broadcasters of southern 


cifically commercial broadcasting 


fornia, alerting themselves to flock | work from interference or super- 


of pending radio legislation § in 
Sacramento, have appointed attorney 
Don Tatum to represent their in- 
terests in the state Capital, May 1, 
when the first measure, Senate Bill 
1382, is aired before the committee 
on education. It’s aim is to set up a 
State-sponsored FM educational net- 
work. 

Special meeting of Southern Cali- 
fornia Broadcasters Association was 


| 
} 
; 
| 


vision by the Board. As amended, 


bill declares that Board shall not in | 


any sense control broadcasts in- 
tended for general public, but woulc 


jaffect only those facilities owned and 
, operated by public agencies in con- 


| nection 


held yesterday for briefing of Tatum | 


broadcasters’ stand. He was also in- 
structed to set up close liaison with 
northern industry group for con- 
certed action, if and when necessary. 
His initial move for radio men will 
be that of an observer only as bill 
goes through the mill. He remains 
in close contact, however, in case 
decision becomes necessary. SCBA 
may set up a precedental permanent 
lobby or, at least, a watchdog serv- 
ice in Sacramento 
outcome of hearings. 
reported 25 bills affecting 
pending 


There are a 
radio 
an 


Politicos were slow in replying to 
the requests’ for information on Bill 
1382 and when it would be heard in 
committee, and the association is 
still without word on Assembly Bill 
1514, supporting measure for the 
Senate Bill, and also Senate Bill 908, 
which asks for a State Communica- 
tions Board, in effect, a local level 
FCC. They regard the brushoff as 
typical of politicos and the impres- 
sion is that similar slights may be 
more frequent and more inimical if 
solons are empowered by laws they 
seek to enact. Hope is that some 
added info will be in hand on others 
before Tatum treks north. 

Two amendments were recently 
inserted in 908, possibly the results 
of outside pressure or reconsidera- 
tion in anticipation of such. They 
are so worded as to protect spe- 


| 


depending on | 


} 
| 


|} ture was 
| Harry 
iner’s KFWB. 





police and fire departments, ete. It 


says: 


the juricdiction of the Division of | 


Communications (Board) shall 
never under any circumstances be 
used for political, secretarian or 
propaganda purposes.” 


KF WB’s All-Out Block 
Plug Includes Blimp, 





Film Trailers, Parties 


Hollywood, April 22. 
The all-out drive on 
Block as a Coast indie station fea- 
launehed this week by 
Haizlish, manager of War- 
From here on out 
southern California should hear“ of 
little else as exploiteer extraordi- 
nary, Haizlish, Puzlicity Associates 
(24 p.a’s), Shore-Reyes Agency, 
Lockwood & Shackleford agency 
and station p.a., Irving Hamblin, 
unleash an all-time high barrage. 
Total of 73 local and area news- 
papers will get advertising sched- 


ules. Over 1,000 air plugs are} 
planned. In addition, billboards, | 
blimps, car cards, bus and taxi 


placards, commercial tieups, intro- 
ductory parties, personal appear- 
ances, trade press ad sections, direct 
mail, film trailers and other gim- 
micks will be employed along with 
everything available from Warner 
studios and theatres. Virtually en- 
tire staff of the station is on a night 
and day working schedule. 


with official business, i.e., | 


“Communications facilities to | 


Martin |; 








WARNING 


A FEDERAL COURT HAS RULED 
THAT THE NAME 


GRAND OLE OPRY 


IS THE EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY 


or rapio TATION WA & IAL 


NASHVILLE 


INFRINGEMENTS WILL BE 
VIGOROUSLY PROSECUTED 





The Federal Court of the Middle District of Georgia, 
on March 24, 1947, in the case of WSM, Ineorporated, 
Plaintiff, against Golden Goose Corporation and R. L. 
Whitton, Defendants, rendered the following decision, 
applying throughout the United States: 


“The plaintiff, WSM, Incorporated, by virtue of 
the long use of the words “Grand Ole Opry”’ to 
designate its radio program has acquired the legal 
right to the exclusive use of such name and is en- 
titled to be protected against infringements which 
would tend to deceive...” 


The above decision applies to the use ef words similar to 
"Grand Ole Opry” 


Theatre Managers and Booking Agents: 


WSM, inc 


NASHVILLE, TENN. 


In case of doubt as to the 
authenticity of a “Grand 
Ole Opry” act, contact 
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|factor, coupled with the fact that 
_the ABC tele staff is already well- 
| versed in all phases of video pro- 
|gramming through its experimental 


Cali- |and the planned State-sponsored net- | work during the last year, puts the 


| web in a unique position, Samish 
| pointed out. 


| Plans for expansion of the tele 
| web efter N. Y. gets on the air are 
| not set yet, he declared. ABC's pri- 
| mary tele consideration in Holly- 


wood will be on talent and not so} 


much on the market area available, 
he said, implying that Hollywood 
|will be the second station only if 
ithe coast-to-coast coaxial cable is 
'readied by then to permit Holly- 


wood-originated shows to be trans- | 


mitted to N. Y. It it isn’t Holly- 
wood, then ABC has its choice of 
| Detroit, Chicago or San Francisco, 


; grants for which ,have all come 
through. 
ABC is interested primarily in 


building up tele’s commercial pos- 
| sibilities, Samish said. He expressed 
|the hope that during the web’s 
| building period in N. Y., the market 
for sponsors would become large 
;enough to rule out any sharing of 
time and production costs with ad- 
vertisers, an action which some sta 
tions have been forced to follow 
| heretofore. 


ABC might work out some partiei- 

pation deal for sponsors to make it 
| possible for the small advertisers to 
enter the costly medium within the 
|next few years. Web’s tele staff 
| under national director Paul Mowrey 
ihad one of the first pooled adver- 
|tising shows on video over WABD 
(DuMont, N. Y.) last year and ABC 
will attempt to build more shows 
on the same basis, Samish said. 


| 


| Tele Review 
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their imagination and future capa- 
bilities, 

Show produced was original 
by Robert Blum, titled “The Three 
Gifts,” a one-acter that could go on 
any station with a little script- 
tightening. Script called for some 
highly-intricate sets and it was in 
that direction the ex-GIs showed 
their imagination, coming up with 
a sliding-door arrangement _ that 
rivaled similar sets designed by Jo 
Mielziner for the Broadway produc- 
tion of “Dream Girl’ last year. Set 
was designed by Kit Kirkbride, 
David Gaines and Iran Berlow. 


record, include Don Celentano as 
producer; Tadeus Kowal, director, 
and Marc Daniels as technical direc- 
tor. Russ Hinchliffe handled studio 
direction, with Charles Durand on 
sound, Cameraman included Ted 
Paul and Frank Graham, with an 
assist from Jerry Tobias. Cast com- 
prised Theodora Bender, Joe Silver 
and Berlow. 

With four new stations expected 
to go on the air in N. Y. within the 
next six months, and other grantees 
throughout the country pressing for 
an early start to operations, there’s 
going to be a crying need for just 
such experienced: personnel as the 


course under the GI Bill of Rights, 
have an inside track on the top jobs 
available. Stal. 


eet an eas " _— 


| 
WY. Realty | 
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cized Friday simultaneous with its 
rejection, had been devised by TBA 
to serve until a master antenna Sys- 
tem, capable of feeding all receiving 
sets in any apartment house, could 
be fully developed, tested and ap- 
proved. Telicon, RCA and Amy, 
Aceves & King are now working on 
such a system. TBA plan. which 
was said to have been approved by 
industry engineers, would have al- 
lowed thousands of N. Y. families 
to enjoy tele shows until the master 
system was developed, according to 
TBA spokesmen. j 
Plan provided 
landlord to approve installation of 
as many conventional dipole anten- 
nas as he felt could be erected with- 
out damaging the appearance of the 
building or creating interference 
between each antenna, two points 
which the realtors had mainly found 
fault with. Each set owner in a 
building was to permit other set 
Owners to attach lead-ins to his an- 
tenna, with TBA maintaining one 
installation could thereby service 
four or five sets. 
Set owners were to assume full 
liability for any damage caused by 
the antenna and were also to agree 
that it would meet with all fire de- 
partment and building regulation 
codes. 





| be account of the fire and explo- 


Radio Gives Texas Blast All-Out — 
Coverage; Also Aids Rescue Work 


San Antonio, April 22, , mercial and regularly-skedded pies 


Full radio coverage was given the | 8’ams to serve as mouthpiece for DO- 


Sere lice and relief agencies. 
beac at Texas City by local re-| 1 o¢ai Houston citizens helpe 


| gional and national webs who mobi- | tion personnel handle volumes of 
| lized their equipment to aid the vic- telephone ealls from friends and 
tims of the tragedy as well as to air relatives of Texas City inhabitants, 
on the spot news of the fire, explo- Other stations in Houston and withe 
sions and rescuing of victims. First |" 8 50-mile radius of the explo. 
news of the tragedy was flashed by sions carried up-to-the-minute news 
radio news and from late Wednes- | Swlletins, but continued to air their 
day stations throughout this section regular program schedules 
of the state gave complete coverage | . KTHT is now broadcasting 
of the event. Representatives of | f0F funds and living quarters for 
Mutual, CBS and NBC were flown| “splaced Texas City people. To 
to Texas City for the origination of date over $50,000 has been collected, 
nationwide broadcasts. Among these — 
;}were Bud Thorpe of the Chicago 
i NBC office; John Daly, CBS net- 
| work and Arthur Gates of Mutual. 
Ted Nabors, of the KTRH, Hous- 
j ton staff, was believed to-have been 
the first to air direct from the 
stricken Texas City and later aired 
}on CBS news. Pat Flaherty of 
KPRC, Houston, was also on the 
|scene for special broadcasts. 
| Sam Sloan, WOAI, San Antonio 
|news reporter, went to Texas City 
and stayed there for several day: 
using the San Antonio police short- 
wave transmitter to send news bul- 
letins to WOAI. Jerry Lee and 
Monte Kleban, aiso from WOAIT, 
flew over the city in an Army plane | 
and aired their eye-witness account | 
on NBC World News late Wednes- 
day evening. John W. Scott, KABC 
news editor, spent several hours in 
Texas City and also aired first hand 
reports of the tragedy. KTBC sent 
;a special crew from Austin where 
| wire recorded interviews were made 
and played back. 

In many cases radio men, an- 
nouncers and engineers were in| 
danger of explosions as they aired 


d sta- 





appeals 


























sions. One crew left only 10 minutes 
| prior to an explosion of one of the 
ships in the dock. Stations also 
| served as a clearing house during 





Other production credits, for the | 


Wing is turning out. It’s to be hoped 
these ex-GlIs, who are taking the | 


basically for a/| 


If the tenant who'd installed | 


the first several days for messages 
which poured in from all parts of 


ithe nation wanting information of | : ; 


| loved ones and friends. Outstanding 


| work was also done by the short- | 
who were the first to |g 
|establish first lines of communica- |i 


wave “hams” 


| tions with the stricken city. 
KTHT’s 48-Hour Stint 
Houston, April 22. 

Station KTHT, Houston, turned 
| over its entire facilities for a 48- 
hour period to reporting and han- 
dling distress calls on the Texas City 
disaster. Station cancelled all com- 





Caravan to Carry Tele 
Gospel to 22 Towns In 
RCA, Allied Stores Tie 


Television caravan sponsored 
jointiy by RCA and Allied Stores 
Corp., which is scheduled to intro- 
duce video to Allied store customers 
in 22 cities throughout the country, 
will make its first stop May 20 at 
Reading, Pa. Closing week’s show 
| will be given Oct. 15-18 in Akron 
Caravan, carrying 12 tele execs and 
about $100,000 worth of equipment, 
will be carried in six cars built 
especially for the purpose by Chev- 
rolet. 

Caravan is to stop a week in each 
of the 22 cities, where it will give 
about 14 shows. Programs will com- 
prise actual demonstrations staged 
by 10 organizations, including 
Charm, Pic and House Beautiful 
mags, plus Westinghouse, Hickok, 
B.V.D., Korceseal, Sherwin-Williams, 
Hoover and U. S. Rubber. Recegiv- 
ers will be stationed throughout the 
store for customers to watch the 
proceedings. Basic idea of the cara- 
van. according to Allied veepee Rus- 
sell A. Brown, is to “reproduce as 
faithfully as possible actual studio 
conditions,” in order te bring tele to 
| people who have never seen it. 

Caravan personnel is headed up 
by Sam Cuff, former manager of 
WABD (DuMont, N. Y.). Lou Sposa, 
also formerly affiliated with WABD. 
| is production manager and Bernard 
Brink is chief engineer. 














moved from the building, the an- 
tenna was to become the property 
of the landlord so that the other 
sets connected to it would not be 
put out of service. 


| one of the dipoles subsequently 
} 








San Antonio — Charles L. Brady 
jhas been named chief engineer of 
|KMAC and KISS, FM voice of 
KMAC. 
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Every Saturday Night 
9 P. M. — E.S.T. 
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Coast to Coast on 
MUTUAL 
Monday Thru Friday 
Noon E.S.T. 

For Ralston Purina Co. 
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also 


Saturday, 11 P.M.—E.S.T. 


EDDY ARNOLD’S 
Songbook Program 
WSM GRAND OLE OPRY 


PPO OeFPEEEeSeFs oe ooo eed 


On RCA-VICTOR and 
BLUEBIRD Records 
Eddy’s Latest RCA Victor 

What Ia Life Without Love? 

That's How Much 1t Love You 

(Victor No, 20-1948A, backed by 
“Chained to a Memory’) 

I Talk te Myself About You 

(Victor 20-1801) 
Ali Alone in This World 
(Victor 20-1855) 


Many Tears Aco 
(Victor 20-1871A) 


Mommy, Please Stay Home With Me 
(Victor 20-1871) 
$4944-44644466446444644+60% 
* AVAILABLE FOR * 
PICTURES AND 


* PERSONAL APPEARANCES * 
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German People Due to Get 
Radio System in U.S. Zone, 
Soon as Possible: Tyler 


. Columbus, April 22. 

The German people—not their 
government or commercial interests 
—are eventually going to run the 
radio system in the American zone, 
asserts Prof. I. Keith Tyler, of Ohio 
State Univ., just returned from 
abroad on an Army-sponsored trip. 

Prof. Tyler said it was American 
occupational policy to turn the re- 
built radio system over to the Ger- 





| 


BMB NOW OFFICIAL— 
ALL MEDIA ENDORSE IT 


Blessings on the Broadcast Meas- 
urement Bureau are now threefold 
—and official. Outfit, which cleared 
its first and most fearsome endorse- 
ment hurdle at the NAB convention 
last October, picked up the adver- 
tisers’ okay at the ANA meeting in 
Chicago early this month and added 
the agencies’ stamp of approval at 


the 4A’s annual meeting in N.Y 
last Thursday (17). 
While broadcasters alone pay 


BMB’s way, the bureau is generalis- 


man people as fast as possible. Re- |simoed jointly -by NAB, ANA and 
sponsibility would rest with organ- ithe 4A’s, and is dependent on the 


ized gtoups like trade unions, cul- 
tural groups and civic associations 
to provide proper leadership. 

“Commercial radio—U. S. style— 
early was ruled out as not in keep- 
ing with European traditions,” said 
Tyler. 
1 tool for entertainment, news dis- 
semination and education today,” he 
added. “The shortages are so great 
in other lines, like newsprint for 
papers, ink and pens for schools, 
that radio is the only answer.” 

Tyler, who spent 10 weeks abroad, 
said the Americans had done more 
in turning radio back to the Ger- 
man people than any other occupy- 
ing power. He returned to the 
states earlier than the other half- 
dozen educators in order to whip 
into final shape the Institute for 
Education by Radio, May 2-5, of 
which he is director. 





Wisconsin League Picks 
Lanphier as Head 


Milwaukee, April 22. 

Wisconsin League of Radio Sta- 
tions had the biggest turnout in its 
15-year history when more than 35 
broadcasters gathered here last week 
for the annual meeting. NAB di- 
rector Les Johnson of WHBF, Rock 
Island, addressed the group. The 
broadcasters voted to hold quarterly 
meetings; news clinics and program 
conferences also were skedded. 


Charles J. Lanphier, veepee and 
g.m. of WFOX, Milwaukee, was 
elected president. Others chosen 
were Howard Dahl, WKBH, La- 
Crosse, vice-president; K. F. Schmitt, 
WIBA, Madison, secretary - treas- 
urer, and .ex-president Harry Le- 
Poidevin, WRJN, Racine; Ben 
Hovel, WSAU, Wausau; Lynn Fair- 
banks, KFIZ, Fond Du Lac, and 
Rev. J. A. Wagner. WT4Q. Green 
Bay, direc‘c:. 


Radio has become the NO. |tising and further the welfare of 


lgoodwill of all three. 


| The 4A’s unanimously urged BMB 
jto continue its “regular nationwide 
| audience measurements” and _ said 
|member agencies “will make exten- 
| Sive use of BMB material to in- 
|jcrease effectiveness of radio adver- 


radio broadcasting.” 


Texas State Network, 
E. Roosevelt's Baby, 


In Reorganization 
Fort Worth, April 22. 
Reorganization has been com- 


pleted here of the old Texas State 
Network which was founded by El- 





liott Roosevelt. Under the new 
setup the web takes over complete 
control of KABC, San Antonio and 


| KFJZ here, which is key station of 
| TSN, and half interest in WACO, 
|} Waco and KNOW, Austin. 

| Principal owners of TSN are Gene 
L. Cagle, prez, who has 10%; S. W. 
| Richardson, 18%; Charles F. Roeser, 
113%: Ruth G. Roosevelt Eidson, 16%, 
| and same amount held by the Con- 
| tinental National Bank in trust for 
| the children of Mrs. Eidson and her 
| former husband Elliott Roosevelt. 


Application filed with the FCC 


Pitch for BMB | specified considerations of $168,238 
was made to the admen by Carlos | but 


Franco of BBDO, D. E. Robinson of | plained that instead of actual cash 


spokesman for the web ex- 


LaRoche & Ellis, and Linnea Nelson | outlay the transfer involved the 
of J. Walter Thompson, all 4A’s reps | trading of stock in the individual 
on the BMB board. | stations and in the old Texas State 
| Network, a Texas corporation for 

Detroit—With the appointment of | stock in the new corporation which 
Russell Edsall as_ sales director, | has been organized under Delaware 
WTCB, Flint, has completed the/|state laws, but still using the name 





Washington, April 22. 
FCC is still undecided whether or 
not to extend its three-month freeze 


jon standard broadcast bids past its 
| self-imposed deadline of May 1, it 
| was learned today. Although the 
|Commission has cleaned up tough 
|engineering conflicts on over a half- 
|dozen radio channels, applications 
on a round dozen other channels are 
| still unresolved. 





As a result, complaints are rolling 
|in from counsel of several applicants 
| who now fear FCC won't reach their 
cases by May 1, and after that date 
new bidders may come in and tie up 
the works. Commission men are still 
working against heavy odds in effort 
ito act on all the bids for fulltime 
|and regional channels by May 1, but 
|frankly admit there is no chance of 
completing action on over 200 re- 


Complaints Roll in on FCC Due To 
3-Mo. Freeze on AM Broadcast Bids 


no obligation to prolong the freeze 
to protect the local-channel boys, 
As one FCC official explained it, 


imposed “for administrative con- 
venience, not as an umbrella to pro- 
tect applicants from competition.” 
He went on to say that Commission 
has no particular desire to protect 
those 325 bidders who jammed in 
applications in the week before the 
freeze began, since purpose of the 





freeze was to break logjam on bids 
}on file from nine to 12 months. Also 
| radio-wise ops may have filed sev- 
}eral out-of-town bids in hopes of 
|sneaking through grants before the 
local towns people could form their 
;own groups in competition. 


In the meantime, a legal test of 
| FCC's right to put bids on ice may 
|reach the courts, if FCC okays a 


grant to former ABC veepee Keith 


the three-month moratorium was | 


| quests for local-channel and day- Kiggins and Donald Reynolds, mid- 
time stations. west newspaper publisher and 

Legalify of extending the freeze | broadcaster, for a new station in 
| without 30-day notice is worrying|Erie, Pa. This bid was filed in the 
{some FCC’ers, while others take | week before freeze opened Feb. 8. 
|view so long as Commission works |It is now being challenged by WERC, 


|staffing for its opening April 27. 


Texas State Network. 





Erie. 


| off the tough cases by May 1, there's 
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VGN has more listeners* in the NRI Chicago 


jon area between 6:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon 
. any other Chicago station. . 


ilies listening a minimum of six minutes per week. 


Chicago 11 


anel Station... Illinois 
50,000 Watts 


he Middle West 720 
On Your Dial 


Eastern Sales Office: 220 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. 


West Coast Representatives: Keenan and Eickelberg 
235 Montgomery St., San Francisco4 « 411 W. Fifth St., Los Angeles 13 
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COFFEE WITH CONGRESS 
With Bill Herson and guest 
30 Min.; Sat., 9:36 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WRC-NBC, WASH. 
Program, now nearing the end of 
its second year, has arrived. It is 
now a net show on station time, 


with 40 or more outlets regularly | 
carrying it, and as many as 10-15 | 
additional ones picking it up when | 


a favorite son goes on the air. 
Format of show has remained the 

same, except that musical inter- 

ludes and other accompaniments of 


: ar 
its former 8 a.m. spot have been| 
hy .- |ce suzzling the stuff. 
continuity is} cept guzzling t . 
uninterrupted and solons who guest | 


deleted. As a result, 


each week are given a freer rein. 


week. “Host for the Toast” is inter- 
viewed by WRC’s Bill Herson in 
Congressman’s own home or hotel 
room, and in presence of any mem- 
ber of his immediate family 
available. 


Idea behind what has developed 


into the smartest capital flavored | 
program here is to show the human | 


side of Congress. From this has 
grown all sorts of amplifications 
which have sparked interest in the 
program. 

In the half dozen weeks since 
show has gone net, orchids for live- 
liest program go to vet Rep. 
Bloom, whe took the ball from inter- 
viewer Herson and ran with it for 
almost the entire 30 minutes, pack 


ing it full of the color and spice of! 


his 77 years. (Show fell on eve of 
Bloom’s 77th birthday.) Radiowise 
Bloom dwelt at length on his early 
theatrical experience, and ran the 
gamut of his varied career. That 
such things make good listening was 
evidenced by the 5,000 letters com- 
menting on the program. 


Less colorfully, but of equal inter- | 
was | 


est. at least in his home state, 
appearance of Sen. Edward Martin, 


freshman from Pa., and ex-Governor | 
is defi-| 


of that state. Martin, who 
nitely on the formal side, impressed 
as a verv human man-of-the-people 
under Herson’s_ skillful prodding. 
Anecdotes of life on a Pa. sheep 
farm before and after the Spanish- 
American war impressed the plain 
people of the state to the tune of re- 
spenses which started coming in 
almost as soon as the broadcast was 
over. 

Format varies only slightly with 
each guest. Herson leads with a 
question about solon’s early life, and 
from there on it’s smooth sailing. 
Only prepared part is final minute 
and a half statement on a general 
non-political subject. ‘ 

On a local level, show has a 
mocha sponsor. It is still a natural 
for co-op sponsorship or for one of 
the large coffee companies on a na- 
tional scale. Lowe. 














| Scripter 
Quirk is stilb breakfast with a dif-| 
ferent member of Congress, selected | lights and sprightly 
from both sides of Capitol Hill each| the Windy City. 
; are 
| three 


Sol | 


ee 


THIS WEEK IN CHICAGOLAND 

With Billy Leach, Bennett Sisters, 
Jackie Searle, Melody Men, John 
Harrington; John McCormick an- 
nouncer 

Producer: Jerry Dee 

Writer: Charies Romine 

15 Mins., Sat., 6 p.m., CST 

MONARCH BREWING 

WBBM, Chicago 


For a 15-minute once-a-week shot, | 


stanza is really loaded with every- 
thing but commercials. Restraint on 
part of the advertiser is remarkable 
with just a second and a half open- 
ing and closing commercial. Most 
beer programs in this town have 


| three or four long commercials with 


inouncers doing every thing ex- 

Format of this show is not origi- 
nal, but it’s bright and_ brisk. 
ties in efforts of vocalists 
commentary on the _ bright 
happenings in 
Murders and such 
John Harrington has a 
minute pitch on local sports 
and does a fine job by avoiding the 


with 


taboo. 


usual baseball routine and picking 
jout the unusual:among the bat 
| swingers. 

| Vocal and musical talent are 


drawn from the staff but eon | ar- 
rangemeénts give program more than 
| just ordinary handling. Billy Leach, 


| who is a singer, in this instance acts 


las m.c. and introduces Jackie 
|Searle, baritone, who sells “No 
|Greater Love” and chimes ™®_ with 


Bennett Sisters on “Heartaches” and 


“Sunny Side of the Street.” Combo of | 


| four men do an effective job ‘backing 


singers and providing show theme. | 
Show is set for half hour as soon 
as time is cleared. 
BRENTON GRANT 
115 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
WSAT, Cincinnati 

It may be tough sledding for 
liberal commentators on the air 
these days, but Brenton Grant is one 
gabber at least who's sticking to his 


guns with heavy cannonading of the 
powers-that-be. Frank and hard- 
hitting, Grant parlays a literary flair 
for irony with his unusual speaking 
voice that makes him one of 
standout listening bets among the 
public affairs commentators now be- 
ing heard. 
During one of his daily stints, 
Grant put “big business” on the car- 
pet for torpedoing the price control 
setup last year and bringing on the 
current inflationary wave. 
ing the ignorance and shortsighted- 


|ness of the “impractical, visionary” 
| corporation leaders and their politi- 
cal cohorts responsible for the im- | 


| pending economic crisis, Grant said, 
/in one of his typical figures of 
speech, “some business men would 
rather wear two right shoes rather 
than seem the least bit left.” It’s a 
peppery style with facts to ft. 





HOWARD REIG 
Mon. through Sat., 7-9:30 a.m. 


| Participation 


WGY, Schenectady 


Pioneering but conservative WGY 
decided to follow the trend with a 
record rider whose personality 
could hold listeners through several 
long-established but disconnected 
musical clock blocks. Reig, a former 
school teacher, highly regarded as 
an announcer and actor by the Gen- 
eral Electric Co. station manage- 
ment, won the assignment. 

Reig’s ideas and technique are 
sound though not revolutionary. 
Two most.noticeable angles are a 
fairly clever use of the sneak ap- 
proach for blurbs, and kidding in- 
terviews with occasional fans visit- 
ing the studios. 

Disk director is glib and articu- 
late, although occasionally his ad- 
libbing slides over the border. 
Whether Reig should be a little more 
musically-knowing, for the WGY 
area, is a question, He might modu- 





late more, his voice booming at 
times. Advertising runs _ pretty 
heavy. "Jaco. 
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N TARGET 


Every team has its stars, but even all-siar 
teams need coordination to succeed. The 
teamwork of Weed and Company gives 
each of its men full benefit of the know- 
ledge and experience of this highly co- 
ordinated organization. 


WEED 


AND COMPANY 
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Attack- 


TOMORROW THE HARVEST 
With Gregory Peck, Charlotte Hol- 


land, Ann Shephard, Everett 
Sloane, Richard Tyler; Ray Bloch 
orch 


Writer: Allen E. Sloane 
Producer-Dicector: Himan Brown 
30 Mins.; Thurs. (17), 8 p.m. 
UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 
WOR-MBS, N, Y. : 

Part of the nationwide campaign 
| currently opening in behalf of the 
| United Jewish Appeal for the relief 
| and rehabilitation of Europe’s Jew- 
ish survivors, this dramat was a sen- 
sitive, moving piece conveying the 
horror of the Nazi persecution. 
Seripters for charitable institutions 
|} and organizations like the UJA can 
take a helpful cue from this produc- 
tion The message was imbedded 
in the drama and was projected, not 
propagandistically, but through 
| dramatic validity and power. 





Story of a young Jewish survivor | 


following 
of his home- 
town and the murder of his wife 
and child was superbly cast with 
Gregory Peck and Charlotte Holland 
in the lead roles. Peck, especially, 
| gave a deeply intense portrayal of 
the young Jew, catching the inward 
torment and fear with brilliant ac- 
curacy. Ray Bloch’'s orchestra con- 
tributed an_ effective background 
score. As an epilog, Barney Bala- 
ban delivered a plea for funds to 
fulfill the UJA $170,000,000 quota for 
1947. Herm. 


whose mind blank 


the Nazi 


went 
destruction 


| PROMETHEUS IN GRANADA 


With Paul Herlinger, Mario Siletti, 
Grant Gordon, John Hauser, Bar- | 


bara Coburn, Birdie Schmidt, Bar- 


bara Stanger, John Vivian, War- 
ren Anderson 

Producers: Frank Lanzl, Mario Sil- 
etti 

Director: Frank Lanzl 


Writer: Norman Rosten 

30 Mins., Sat. (19), 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNYC, N. Y. 

Interesting and frequently inspired 
dramatization of the death of the 
anti-fascist Spanish poet-playwright 
Garcia Lorca, as done by the Reper- 
tory Players on WNYC, N. Y., Sat- 
j;urday (19), was effective stuff, miti- 
gated somewhat by the fact that in 
format, subject matter and delivery, 
it had a reminiscent fing, as if all 
b= had been ‘done or said before. 
|Characters’ voices sometimes 
| sounded too much alike, to be able 
|to distinguish friend or foe clearly. 
Production also sounded somewhat 
| theatrical at times, with dialog oc- 
| casionally stilted in phrase. 
| But otherwise it was a good show, 
| making a poignant story of the 
|poet’s death and pointing up again 
ithe fruitlessness of war. Show 
| dramatized the capture and death of 
Lorca, his being chained to a rock 
| high on a hill to die (also to be a 
decoy), and the attempt of one of 
the repentant Rebel peasants to free 
him. poetic dialog, combined 

a 


with excellent musical 


ckground 
and sound effects, and competent 
; acting, carried show off. Lorca’s 


character was well-defined and por- 





trayed. Bron. 
IN A NUTSHELL 

With Wayne Byers 

Producer - Director - Writer: Wayne 


Byers 
5 Mins.; Mon-thru-Sat., 7:55 a.m. 
MUSTEROLE 
WTAM, Cleveland 


A breezy five-minute script. neatly 
packaged by Byers. is a show you 
either like or dislike. There's no 
middle ground. Byers writes with 
a flair for humor and his anecdotes 
and bits of Americana are easy to 
take. He attempts no great literary 
skill and his homey stories about the 
corner drug store, the supermarket, 
the trials and tribulation of finding a 
| parking space, living in small and 
| big communities and family prob- 
| lems make for pleasant listening. 
| His characters, ficticious in 
| are however, takeofis on his own 
| family. Byers is easy to listen to, 
| his chatter and wit enlightetning 
a.m. shows. _ 





Lately, however, announcers ha: 
taken to introducing him with s: 
castic twits in what may be an 
tempt of humor. What passes 
humor, however, is corn of the t 
est and not-too-pleasant variety 

Ma 








SHERMAN FELLER 
60 Mins., Mon. through Sat., 1° 
BARBASOL 
WEET, Boston 

The Hub’s ranking disk 
Sherman Feller, handles a m 
to 1 a.m. slot before a nightly 
audience upwards of 300 ana 
| with the sharpest line of 
| originating in the city. 
| Works entirely ad lib. pre 
| only a two-minute lead-in ske! 
|= opening commercial. 
| 
i 
' 





usually hilarious satire on a 
subject, involves his wife (a 
erable radio personality herse 
| a couple of sound platters. b 
| that he’s on his own. What |}. 
out in the course of an hour’s 
show may be likened to nothi 
| whatever, 
Format, 


roughly, calls fe 
nine current faves, and a: 
|} view with a bandleader. \y 
musical personality, Stage si 
anyone @ise who happens to 
j town, but Feller appears to 1 
| 8ags to force his visitors to di 
| often interviewing casual studi: 
| itors with frequently wow resu 
Aside from his  off-the-cuf 


its | 


THE TROJAN WOMEN 
With Jane Cowl, Flerence Reed, 

Peggy Weod, Paula Lawrence, 

Donald Buka, Kenny Delmar, 

Alexander Kirkland, Elizabeth 

Reller, Henry Sylvern 
Producer-Director: Jock MacGregor 
Writer: Morton Friedman 
30 Mins.; Wed. (16), 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR-MBS, N. Y. 

A lot.of thought and work went 
into the preparation of this one-shot 
stanza and all concerned in it de- 
serve commendation. If the end re- 
sult was not quite all it might have 
been, at least it must be said that 
it pointed in the direction more 
programming ought to be slanted. 
It had intelligent appeal, and did 
credit to the YMCA, for whose 
World Youth Fund it was aired— 
| although it must be admitted that a 
| radio adaptation of a Greek drama, 
| particularly one retaining the classi- 
ical lines this did, could not be 
| expected to appeal to more than a 





as 


comparatively small, upper level 
}segment of the radio audience 
| Whether this was best for a fund 


| appeal is to question. 
Friedman, who sold MBS and the 


open 


Y on the idea of employing Eu- 
ripedes’ “Trojan Women” to point 
up the awful sameness of wars 


scourge through the centuries, did a 
skillful job of lifting essential lines 
from the original to tell a compact 
story of the sacking of Troy and the 
enslavement of its women and chil- 


dren. Jock MacGregor’s direction 
and an outstanding cast gave the 
enactment dramatic flair. In addi- 
tion to Henry Sylvern’s excellent 
original archestrations for the mu- 


sical backing, choral reprises of spo- 


ken lines or words were injected 
to good effect. 

Stanza was introed by Donald 
Buka, speaking as “all youth, of 


every time and of every place... 
youth which has ever been the sac- 
rifice to that mania of man macerat- 


and the world’s destiny will be that 
of the Trojan women”! 

Their story, as subsequently un- 
folded, required close listening, 
partly because of the classical lines 
—whose poetic swing was, however, 
a joy to hear and would have lost 


much in prose modernization—and 
partly because it was difficult at 
times to distinguish between the 


characters, especially if a listener 
was not familiar with the Euripedes 


drama. Oceasionally the acting 
seemed high-pitched and_ over- 
wrought. The overall performance, 
however. considering the nature of 


the piece. was in keeping with the 

strong abilities of the cast. 
Friedman adeptly brought’ the 

voice of youth into story at several 

points to reiterate that “to look at 

the face of tomorrow ... let us look 

at the face of yesterday”—a thought 

that can stand a lot of feiteration. 

“E told you,” says vot’ 1°. +" tory 

closes, “I wou 

the face of t 

The fate of 

morrow — 1 

plete oblit 

come agai’ 

a thousan 

years. 

peace?” 


marks, 
apeing | 
(his o 
radio) 
sonaliti 
embari 
spite ' 
ona 

in a 
taste 
mo 

(he 

spe 

de 


( 





name, | 


ing man, called war.” He warned | 
that unless the “atomic adagio of 
| annihilation” was halted, “tomor- 
row will wear the face of Troy... 


PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST 
With Dwight Weist, narrator 
Writer: Margaret Lewerth 
Director: Jack Mosman 

10 Mins., Sundays 

Sustaining 

WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 


This is an interesting and 
cational filler designed for the at 
termission period of the New York 
Philharmonic symphony hour aired 


gram will give 
portraits of the creative 
the field of music, paintin 
and the novel. 


Preem stanza (20) was devoted to 
the personality of Johannes Brahms, 
Word sketch was drawn through a 
series of amusing anecdotes and 
biographical incidents which were 
woven neatly into a literate script- 
ing job. Dwight Weist handled the 
narration is straight and 
tory style. 


giants in 
8. poetry 





Satisfac. 
Herm. 


YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBOR 
| With Edward White, Margaret Cox 
Writer: Edward White 
Producer: Henry Felix 
10 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:05 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WTAG, Worcester 

WTAG’s “friendly neighbor,” like 
most neighbors, is good-intentioned, 
{On the program aired April 3, for 
example, he devoted about half of 
his time to an exposition on the 
causes for the postwar spurt in the 
| divorce rate. Then he read a letter 
|from a young war widow who 
wanted advice on adopting a child 
because she could never get over 
the loss of her husband And he 
wound up, according to a program 
custom, reading a poem dedicated to 
a shut-in. (It isn’t quite clear here, 
or elsewhere, why shut-ins are par- 
ticularly devoted to poetry.) 

“Neighbor” seemed a little overly 
|} concerned with proper enunciation 
of his script, making his delivery 
somewhat stilted. In the stanza in 
question, he described the reasons 
for many of the present-day divorces 
but had no specific remedies to offer 
| beyond suggesting that couples con- 
| templating separation should give it 
two or three months’ consideration 
before going through with it. 


‘Follow-up Comment 


Sa ee i 





i 


Sherman Billingsley should have 
stood in the Stork Club. The bistro 


boniface is more at home in his 
N.Y. nitery than as a _ broadcaster 
judging by his guest-shot with 


Louella Parsons Sunday. Outside of 
plugging pals Steve Hannegan, 
Walter Winchell, et al., saluting the 
reporters (to whom he is a gen- 
erous host) as his “pals,” and trail- 
erizing the Stork, it was a micro- 


* stace.wait. 








———_———s 


over CBS. A four-week series, pro.» 
once-lightly-over , 
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Haverlin’s Bowout Cues 
Mutual Reshufflings; 


Unusual Dual Operation 


Set for Dallas by FCC BBC 


Gl: continued from page 4 


a 
Dallas, April 22. 
Schmid, James Upped WFAA here will become a full- meeting should be delayed until we 
Carl Haverlin’s departure from been outlet April 27 under orders Ihave still more facts to discuss.” 


of the FCC which was issued recent- | 
ly. Fhe station will continue its | 
present schedule of operations on |} 
820 kilocycles with a power of 50,000 |as closed. The Government appar- 
watts with its present program | ently take no further 
schedule, and will also be heard part |action until an independent commit- 
time operating on 570 kilocycles with | 


Mutual to head up Broadcast Music, | 
Inc., cued a major reshuffling in the 
net’s higher job brackets during the 
past week. Several top-kicks came 
in for stepups in responsibility and 
rank, doubtlessly with appropriate | 
pay boosts, but the overall effect was 


intends to 





money-saving. The gap left by 5.000 watts. tee is appointed, some time before 
Haverlin’s going was filled without |. KGKO, currently operating on 570 |the present five-year charter expires, 
adding a new face. | kilocycles, will be deleted as its to advise on broadcasting policy. 
Robert A. Schmid, veepee in | facilities are taken over by WFAA! But Cooper's persistence is causing 
charge of advertising, promotion and and WBAP . to Sir William Halev. BBC 
research. stepped into Haverlin’s | Dual operations in the dual fre- |\“°™SS'™ % S'F W oe rae ns 
station relations spot. Reins of the | Wencies is believed unusual in ra- |Director General, and other higher- 
AP&R department went to E. P. H. dio Assignment of the WFAA call | ups Concern has been increased 
James, manager of sales operations, | ‘€tteTs to part time on 820 kilocycles py discovery that he now intends to 
but without any immediate vice | #94 part time on 570 kilocycles, with |raise the subject of wasteful expen- 
presidency Word was, however, WBAP, Fort Worth, using the re- |diture 
that James was in line for a veepee |™2!"1N& time on the two frequen- One third of the Corporation's 
tag come the next Mutual board cles, was the outcome of a recent revenue is spent in administration. It 
meeting. FCC hearing in which it was found |keeps a horde of controllers and 
Certainty of such a title for that the existing cooperative ar- |clerks busy. Producers and others 
James was seen in the wording of |'@"gements of WFAA and WBAP |concerned with providing the pro- 
the announcement last week that he | "4 KGKO was in violation of the | grams say they have to fight for 
would “assume responsibility” for | FCC's duopoly regulation funds with which to try new methods 
the AP&R department, and the dis- Under the FCC order, the Dallas \of entertainment 
closure yesterday (Tues.) that Hal and Fort Worth interests will op-| Another of the Parliamentary 


Coulter and Dick Puff are slated for | ©T@t@ independently of each other | bombshells which Cooper and _ his 


directorships in this department. but will continue joint use of a jassociates will soon be putting under 
Coulter. assistant director of the de- common transmitter for each of the |Broadcasting House is the proposed 
partment, will become director, and | 'W® frequencies. WFAA is owned |formation of a National Broadcasting 
Puff manager of research, will be and operated by the A H Belo i¢ ouncil Scheme is for an advisorv 
named director of research. ee while WBAF is owned and op- |council drawn from all sections of 

James’ many-sided duties under | erated by the Carter Publishing Co. |the community that would advise’ the 

e new setup indicate he will be |, [nsofar as listeners are concerned, | BBC Governors on public tastes and 
devoting considerable attention to | the only change to take place will | general radio policy. This proposal 
search and the coordinating of that ba — call letters KGKO which will |has now developed beyond the talk- 
activity by such departments as sta- od eerd no more. Programs oa | ne stage. Actual wae 4 are afoot 
tion relations and engineering. He'll rey by KGKO, both local and \for its formation, and MP’s are pre- 
continue to assist prexy Ed Kobak BC, will continue to be heard as|paring to announce detailed plans 


at present. ifor the council in the House of Com- 


and g.m. Bob Swezey in special as- 








signments, it was announced, as well m |mons with a view to obtaining Gov- 

as heading up “all studies in connec- H b H T k A ernment backing. 

tion with Mutual’s future planning u OSps ake to Ir —- = 

in FM and television.” Boston, April 22. H d T G id REC 
New title also went to Alma “Medical Center of the Air,” new € ges 0 UUIde 


N. Y. Radio Execs Club nominat- 
ing committee’s nod for the 1947-48 


Graef, assistant manager of sales op- 


: series getting down to cases in con- 
erations, who now becomes manager 


nection 











of sales service, including all con- with bodily ailments and | presidency goes to William S.| 
tract and estimate functions, repoit- energy creating plenty of com-| Hedges, NBC veepee in charge of | 
ing directly to sales veepee Jess | ment locally. planning and development. Others 
Barnes. Aired by the Yankee Network In- posted for election May 1, barring 

stitute, 24 stations, programs are in| further nominations, are Regina 


Lynehburg—Jay Sibel, for several 
years with NBC’s musical and dra- 
matic departments in New York, 
has arrived to take over program 
direction at WWOD. 
= 


\form of roundtable discussions with Schuebel of Duane Jones agency, for 
| prominent members of local medical | for secretary, 
centers taking part. vice-president; 

Show is slotted Saturdays at 11:30 
a.m. 


Louise 





| gm. of- WOV, for treasurer. 


SE 








mS 











we don’t mean a Movie, kiddies. 


Inside Broadcasting House there is | 
jtendency to regard the whole affair 


and Ralph N. Weil, 
(Pat) Spald- | 
ing of J. Walter Thompson agency, 


| FCC’s Editorial Restrictions’ Rapped 
~ By Miller at KC. NAB District Meet 


Kansas City, April 22. 


tricts of the 
| Broadcasters met here April 
in their annual convention. 
200 station execs, promotion and 
news men and other officials hud- 
dled with a contingent of NAB brass 
hats and took their cue from presi- 


National Assn. of 


Some 


dent Justin Miller’s advice for radio 
to tackle its problems on an intel- 
lectual rather than emotional level 
Group represented stations in I 
Nebraska Kansas Missouri and 
Oklahoma. 

Miller spoke on his favorite topic 
radio’s public relations, in two talks 
one at the opening session and the 


other before an overflow crowd at 
the luncheon at the Advertising and 
Sales Executives Club 

On the national and international 
level the NAB can and will act in 
the best interest of the public 


tions of broadcasters, Milier said, 
but on the community level it’s up 
to the individual station to take a 
direct interest in community, af 
fairs and to assume its share of 
leadership 

4 serious handicap to radia’s 
activity on the community lével has 
been the restriction of the FCC on 


| the right of broadcasters to editori- 
alize, Miller said Any such re- 
strictions are in 
First Amendment and 
326 of the FCC Act, he 
He pledged NAB's 
have these restrictions removed, anc 

| reminded broadcasters that no ac- 


also Section 
pointed out. 
best 


which have begun to editorialize and 
advised them to assume 
responsibilities without 
ithe FCC stand. 

| Censorship also came in for a pum- 
meling by A. D. Willard, 
veepee, in his talk. With the 
jto license has gone the 
|censor, and this could well be ex- 
itended to newspapers and motion 
| pictures, he pointed out. 

| if facsimile becomes a fact, 


community 
regard to 





the radio | 
set owner would then have the spec- 
tre of censorship in his own home, 


Business sessions were presided 


} 


14-16, | be the 2% 
|} agencies, charges for 


over by. William B. Way, KVOO, 


Members of the 10th and 12th dis- | Tulsa, 12th district director. 


Hot subjects of debate proved to 
cash bonus to advertising 
BMB services, 


jlabor relations and salaries for news- 


men. The convention took a flat- 


| footed stand for united opposition to 


jthe 2% 


rela- | 
| Music, Inc., 


cash discount plan or any 


such proposal. A resolution on 


labor relations urged the NAB board 
ind management to promote policies 
hich will make effective local and 


negotiations and outlaw the 


boycott. 


area 
secondary 
was the subject of 
a talk by W Monday 
of a resolution drawn up T 
This urged support of HR 2740, now 
in Congress, which provides a $100 
fine for maintaining any but stand- 
ard time. 


Uniform time 
illard on and 


iesaay. 


The broadcasters were urged by a 
resolution to support Broadcast 
both by using as much 
as possible and by re- 


of its music 


| newing contracts. 


In. another resolution the NAB 


board was petitioned to “seek action 
to revise the inference of the May- 
flower Case and establish the rights 


i|of broadcasters to present views un- 


|der their 


own sponsorship in keep- 


jing with constitutional guarantees of 


} 


efforts to} 


| 


}vention. A 


7 ; | grou had been instigated some time 
}tion has been taken against stations | P 


| 


|many years all 
NAB exec | 
power 


power to| 


|\freedom of speech.” 
violation of the} 


Assn. of 
members 


Formation of a Kansas 
Broadcasters, a group fo! 
from stations within the state, 
loomed as an offshoot of the con- 
move for forming the 
ago with Clark Luther, Wichita, 
leading the way. 


Kansaa City—For the first time in 
stations in opera- 
‘ion here combined to present the 
same program. Occasion was a half- 
hour, 1:30-2 last Saturday (19), in 


| behalf of the Salvation Army cam- 
| paign for funds. Program was staged 


When and | 


|in the heart of the loop with a band 
ifurnished by the musicians union 
lout of the Petrillo funds. Roe 
| Bartle, Boy Scout exec, was the 
| principal speaker. 
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Durr as champion of liberal forces 
must be given continued support; 
(2) American radio “does not now 
speak for all the people,” including 
labore unions, minorities, young 
Americans and “Americans of every 
political belief’; (3) PCA demands 
that the broadcasters and FCC 
“bring back the people who speak 
for all the people,” and (4) PCA 
proposes to launch a drive to re- 
cruit 500 new members in the next 
two months. 


Considerable debate arose over 
Resolution No. 3’s wording, which 
was felt to be ambiguous because it 
did not specify “liberals” or specifi- 
cally those who speak for the people. 
It was finally agreed that the word- 
ing would be changed to leave no 
possible implication that all com- 
mentators speak for the people. 

It was apparent from other re- 
marks from the floor that a sizeable 
segment of the group felt the pass- 
ing of resolutions was, as one 
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even 
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along with 
“The Texas Rangers” 


A sure-fire give-away or 
self-liquidating offer! At- 
tractive 48-pages of Original 
Songs The Texas Rangers 
Sing and scrap-book album. 
Provided sponsors of “The 
Texas Rangers” at cost! 
Write for full details. 
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woman ay it, “a total waste of 
time.” CA spokesmen contended, 
however, that the resolutions would 
form a basis for concrete action 
when the joint council got organized. 
Radio actor and PCA division 
vice-chairman Winston O’Keefe 
generalissimoed the resolutions ses- 
sion in the obsence of chairman Nor- 
man Corwin, who was out of town 
and wired his regrets. 
Conference teed off with a “Who’s 
Air?” panel conducted by radio an- 
nouncer Ben Grauer. First up, Gail- 
mor asserted, “It’s freedom to listen 
that is threatened. Stop being sorry 
for the liberal commentators who 
are pushed off the air—they can get 
jobs as shipping clerks if they have 
to. The ones to be sorry for are 
the people, who are denied these 
liberal commentators.” 

Pressure All Around 
Durr stuck fairly close by the 
legal aspects of the question, but 
declared he felt the FCC, which 
“naturally doesn’t live in a vacuum” 
and is subject to many pressures, 
might more often be kept from be- 
ing pushed over by pressures from 
one direction if it were “propped 
up” by pressures from the other 
side : 
He said he “doubted whether any 
member of the FCC has met as 
many as half a dozen radio writers 
in his life...and the same goes for 
producers, actors and others. It 
would be helpful if we saw more 
of the people who are directly re- 
sponsible for programs.” 
Keeping the air free, he declared, 
depends largely on “an alert public,” 
which ought to get out and dig 
facts, bring them in and present 
them to the FCC. 


Shirer attacked broadcasters’ sub- 
tle methods of enforcing certain edi- 
torial policies. CBS, from which he 
recently resigned after being taken 
off the air, calls its commentators 
“analysts,” he said, but “obviously 
it is humanly impossible to leave the 
listener in total ignorance of where 
you stand. If I know the American 
people, however, I think they want 
to make up their own minds after 
listening to people on the air who 
have definite opinions. They don’t 
want milksops...” 

ABC's policy of trying to “bal- 
ance” its commentators is “much 
more intelligent and liberal,” Shirer 
said. ‘Mutual has a similar policy, 
under which its commentators are 
free at all times to express opinions. 
Surely this is a much more intelli- 
gent and adult practice.” He did not 
refer to NBC’s policies. 


Shirer said he didn’t know exactly 
how the public was going to make 
its views “count for anything with 
the people who control radio” but 
he didn’t think people “in the long 
run are going to be put off by any 
silly excuses such as were used in 
my case. I think there will come a 
public accounting.” 


Mrs. Sidonie M. Gruenberg, direc- 
tor of the Child Study Assn., found 
“very little creative effort” in most 
children’s programs and _ thought 
newspapers and magazines should 
regularly review programs to evalu- 


ate them {f«~ the benefit of parents 
and tea 
Oliver }°:.-irjton, NAACP pub- 


licity directur, said radio “never 
would be democratic” until it elimi- 
nated anti-Negro bias and Negroes 
were integrated into all types of 





radio work. He cited the compara- 
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tively little progress made in this 
direction to date. 

Speakers in a second panel, on 
“What Are We Going to Do About 
It?” were Len DeCaux, CIO pub- 
licity director, who outlined CIO's 
program; Dick Redmond, program 
manager of WHP, Harrisburg, who 
called for new ideas in public 
service programs, and Saul Carson, 
radio editor of New Republic, who 
proposed “affirmative encourage- 
ment of the good things on the air 
while condemning the bad.” Nor- 
man Ober of PCA’s executive com- 
mittee presided. 

Dr. Kingdon wound up the day 
with an appeal for attacking the 
problem “right at its political 
origins,” the FCC, which, he as- 


now running radio and not the voice 
of the people at all.” Letter writ- 
ing and “meetings like this are all 
to the good,” he declared, “but we’ve 
got to plan a line of political action 
that’s courageous and strictly along 
political lines. We've got to save 
democracy all round the circle or 
not at all.” 


Network ‘Mills 


Continued from page 23 

















Young now spotlighted, and is niov- 


irig it into a nighttime spot. Web 
has sumo revived its “We Believe” 
show of sacred music and quotes 


from the Bible which is now slotted 
in the ex-“Parky” Sunday night 
10:30 segment. 

Several new musical shows with 
emphasis on new faces and. voices 
are also set for auditign. 





ABC’s Airers 
ABC, also laying special stress on 
house-built packages, has turned to 
the top names of stage and films for 
talent. Already in the works are 
half-hour shows starring Ethel Mer- 
man, star of the Broadway “Annie 
Get Your Gun” musical; Nancy 
Walker, from Broadway’s “Barefoot 
Boy With Cheek”; Phil Silvers from 
Hollywood, and either Edward Ar- 
nold or Thomas Mitchell, also of 

films, for a fourth show. 


May start as sustainers and will be 
carried on that basis while the sales 
boys pitch for sponsorship. In a 
switch from their legit forte, neither 
Miss Merman nor Miss Walker are 
to sing. Instead, a situation comedy 
format is being built for them, and 
both will double from their stage 
work. Silvers is expected to do the 
same type comedy he does on the 
screen. 

Arnold or Mitchell are being 
sought for a show titled “Mr. Presi- 
dent,” with the nod going to which- 
ever is available. Format will com- 
prise a dramatic show depicting 
some so-far unknown incidents in 
the life of each U. S. President in an 
attempt to glorify the Chief Execu- 
tive’s office. Name of the President 
is to be withneld until the end of 
the show to build up the maximum 
of suspense. 

CBS has a multiplicity of house- 
built shows on tap and has just in- 
augurated a Program News Letter as 
a mailing piece to agencies and ad- 
vertisers surveying the flock of net- 
work programs available for spon- 
sorship. 


Web feels it has in its newly- 
preemed “My Friend Irma” one of 
the sock comedy entrants of the sea- 
son and the sales boys are going all 
out to enter it in the bankrolling 
sweepstakes, along with such other 
new web showcases as the Bill 
Goodwin show (which preems on a 
sustaining basis in the slot vacated 
by Lucky Strike’s “Hit Parade”); 
the newly revamped “Sweeney and 
March,” the “Robert Q. Lewis Little 
Show”; the revival of “Theatre of 
Romance,” now tabbed “Romance” 
and which bows in tonight (Wed.) 
in the spot vacated by “Ellery 
Queen”; “Doorway to Life,” which 
dramatized authentic case histories 
of problems of child rearing; “Time 
for Escape,” half-hour evening 
series featuring adaptations 
originals along lines of F. Scott Fitz- 
gerald’s “Diamond as Big as the 
Ritz”; the new 60-minute Fletcher 
Markle-directed dramatic series 
preeming next Tuesday (29) night. 
In addition CBS this week is au- 
ditioning “The 400 Club,” quiz pro- 
gram originated by Charles S. Mon- 
roe, with Clayton Collyer as quiz- 
master and Albert Ward as direc- 
tor. Two additional Robert Q. 
Lewis auditions have been set up 
and the web is trying to line up 
Groucho Marx to head up a comedy 
show which will put emphasis on 
new comedy scripters. 





Cleveland — Reg Merridew suc- 
ceeds Wayne Baylor as program 




















“2 « eees« 





serted, is “just a tool of the crowd | 


Shows are being readied for a} 


and | 





Inside Stuf—Radio 


Wide ramifications a radio figure can reach is shown by recent activity 
of Happy The Humbug, animal character created originally by Steve 
Carlin for an NBC transcription package. Last November the N. Y. Post 
Syndicate started distributing Happy as a comic strip, today claiming 
nation-wide readership of 12,000,000. When Carlin decided as a promo. 
tion stunt to tie in April 1 with a Humbug Day, RKO Theatres decideq 
to cooperate, running kid parties in their theatres from March 22 on, for 
two weeks, Carlin and Myron Waldman, his artist, made p.a.’s in N. y, 
houses. In addition, Red Benson, WINS, N. Y., disk jockey, set aside 15 
minutes daily for Humbug Day news, and ran the feature for four weeks. 

Now Crown Records is issuing an album of Humbug’s adventures, with 
Happy Felton narrating and singing. Gimbel’s, N. Y., plugged character 
April 12 as its Humbug Day, with paid ads, and other department stores 
have signified following suit. RKO wants to continue p.a.’s in cities out. 
side N. Y. In addition, Carlin and Waldman have had a dozen guest 
shots on the air, and mentions on Kate Smith’s, the Fitzgeralds’ anqg 
other programs. 





A somewhat misleading figure of 232 is announced by the American 
Federation of Radio Artists in Hollywood as having been the total mem. 
bership growth over the past year. Actually, insiders figure it to be more 
on the basis of the many who get so few jobs that the union’s rolls are 
“officially” though not truly slimmer. The total is now 3,076, says the 
bulletin, without mentioning, of course, those not paid up. Breakdown 
shows that actors still lead by far with a total of 1,859. There are also 
497 announcers, 568 singers, 49 sound effectors, 21 directors, 58 com. 
mentators, five writers and 19 masters of ceremonies. 

Last year the union also published a compilation of incomes along 
with the membership breakdown, indicating the wage brackets in six 
classifications ranging from the top income group of $50,000 or better to 
those making less than $2,000 a~nnually—the vast majority. However, it 
was considered impolitic—if not incendiary—to remind the masses of the 
corner on employment enjoyed by the so-called “charmed circle.” 

CBS’ “Adventures of Sam Spade,” which copped the Edgar Allan Poe 
award last week, is being pointed to as a show to watch in the summer 
sweepstakes. New to the air last fall and pitted against the heavy-pulling 
Charlie McCarthy NBC program, “Spade” teed off with a 3.6 Hooper an& 
subsequently built its rating to 12.6 (current Hooper is 11.0). On the 
Coast its Hooper reached 16.9. Come summer, with no Bergen to buck, 
“Spade” shapes up as a real contender for the Top 15 rating ranks. 

Show, aired for Wildroot via BBDO, was presented with the “edgar” of 
the Mystery Writers of America at a dinner Monday (21) at the Henry 

Iudson hotel, N. Y., with Davidson Taylor accepting in behalf of CBS. 
“Spade” is froduced by William Spier from scripts by Bob Tallmai. and 
Jason James. 





Program director level personnel at all N. Y. net and indie stations are 
béing canvassed for an informal roundtable lunch once a month to dis- 
cuss radio probiems and general trade developments. Idea is outgrowth 
of lunch held Monday (21) attended by John Hayes, station mgr., WQXR; 
Ray Katz, program director, WHN; Ted Cott, program director, WNEW, 
and Seymour Siegel, program director, WNYC. 

Quartet is inviting N. Y. personnel to a get-together lunch May 11 at 
the Riiz. Monthly meals will be informal, and social rather than biz, 
with no speeches. Radio eds, social agency and ad agency execs will be 


invited as guests to meet station reps and huddle on questions of com- 
mon interest. 





Radio alone is responsible for 36.6% of the reinstatements of GI insur- 
ance in Chicago, Charles Dillon, Veterans Administrator Radio Chief an- 
nounced last week. Dillon said that of 1,151 veterans who visited VA 
offices in Chicago, 36.6% said their inquiries were the direct result of 
hearing radio programs and announcements carried at the request of VA 
during the current insurance information campaign. Value of the insur- 
ance reinstated in the Chicago area was $113,826. 








Criticizing Critics New 
Indie Program Format 


Show called “The Second Nighter,” 
based on a switch on legit-review- 
ing programs, is being pitched to 
indie stations this week. Stanza has 
been written and produced by Ed- 
ward Deverill, night manager of 
WQXR, and Joseph Q. Riznik, book 
consultant, ex-CBS news editor and - 
and ex-associate editor of the Amer- 
ican Mag. 

Formula has a “disagreeable per- 
sonality” called Mr. Second Nighter 
shying from premieres, consulting 
critics first, then attending plays, 
movies, revues, etc., taking to the 
air afterward to review the reviews 
and assess the crix. Reviews will 
be culled from all N. Y. dailies and 
from Variety. Sample show, now on 
platter, deals with current musical, 


gt. LOU CLAYTON 
ONITED REXALL DRUG CO. 


Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EST 
M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps” 
“It Happened in Brooklyn” 





TELEVISION 


PACKAGING FIRM BEING ORGAN- 
IZED. REQUIRES INVESTORS 
WITH WRITING, ART OR MOVIE 
PHOTOGRAPHY TALENT. 


WRITE FULLY ABOUT EXPERIENCE 
Box 48, 1474 Broadway, New York 18 
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“Barefoot Boy With Cheek.” 
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JUST PUBLISHED 


NORMAN 


OrWins 


new collection of plays 


UNTITLED 


AND OTHER RADIO DRAMAS 


Includes the celebrated ON nae 
A NOTE OF TRIUMPH. $3.00. | 


HENRY 
Hear Corwin on The Author LT) 


Meets the Critics, Thursday, HOLT 
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3 CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 





Glens. Falls, N.¥.—Three prin- 
cipal backers of the Warren Broad- 
¢asting Corp. seeking a construction 

ermit for a station in Glens Falls 
have pledged a total of $10,000 each 
to cover the cost of production and 

itial operations. They are Earl V. 
Veter, E. Leo Spain, and J. Clar- 
ence Herlihy. 





Raleigh—WPTF has 

series of quarter-hour talks by 
dividual members of 
arolina delegation in Congress. 
) nae entitled “Report from Wash- 
ington,” 
day for 14 weeks. 
(13) featured Senator 
Hoey, and on April 20 Sen. 
. Umstead reported. 


William 


Cincinnati—Al Helfer, sportscas- 
ter, narrator and commentator, will 


join the Haehnlé Advertising agency | 


here May 1 as an account 


is his wife, Ramona, the pianist- 
singer, and their daughter, Romona, 
two. 
the Helfers—he was a sportscaster 
on WLW 11 years ago, and Ramona 
was born in Cincy. Helfer has been 
sportscasting N. Y. Yankees and 


Giants games in New York since his | 


return from the Navy in 1945: He 
formerly emceed a number of NBC 
and CBS network shows and has 


gone sports commentating for Hearst | 


Metrotone News. 


Hartforé—Ralph Klein has been 
shifted from head of continuity to 
program director of WONS here. He 
replaces Jack Lacey who is now a 
disk jockey with WINS. Upped to 


head of continuity department to re- | 
place Klein is Elmina Brooks. Other | 


staff appvintments include Barbara 
Heintz as assistant program director; 
Marjorie Ekwald as music librarian. 
Station is affiliated with Yankee 
Net. 


Cleveland — Jim Brown 
Inc., retail farm and home equip- 
ment supplier, to sponsor Jim Chao- 
man the “Modern Farmer” 


WTAM, daily, from 6 to 6:45 a.m.| on new transmitters for KC’AO and | 
pore tanw aren oer Be tie-ins, featuring Jim 


inaugurated | 


the North | 


is heard at 12:15 each Sun- | 
First broadcast | 
Clyde R. |} 


exec. | 
Coming from New York with him} 


It will be a homecoming for | 


Stores, | 





Brown mail order and retail store 
supplies will be prepared by Mc- 
Donough & Lewy, Ine. 


—_—_——__ 


Pittsburgh — Pat Haley, former 
singer and production man at KDKA 
before going into the army, has been 
named program director of WMCK, 
new station in McKeesport, which 
expects to get going any minute now. 
Paul Long’s  noon-time 
|} newscasts on KDKA have been 
bought for sponsorship by the Key- 





stone Lumber Co. in eight-monih 
deal, 

Memphis—Harry LeBrun, who has 
been handling regional station re- 
lations for Mutual out of Atlanta the 
past two years, is the new station 


| director for WMPS here. Will have 
| supervision over commercial, 
} gram 
jand will 


pro- 


be executive assistant to 
| Harold Krelstein, general manager. 


will 
“Miss Washington” for 
Atlantic City 
pageant. Seeking to put a 
more zip into the contest locally, 
station is communicating with local 
| colleges and universities, 
drama and modeling schools, 
|}and social organizations, etc., 
ing them to enter contestants. 


Boston—Paul M. 
|Farm Director of 


| enanyutamtama 
Washington — WWDC 
| more select 

the 1947 


sororities. 
civic 
invit- 


Westinghouse’s 


| WBZ and WBZA, NBC outlets in|} 


| Boston and Springfield respectively. 

Main chore is programming the 
| 20-year old N. E. Farm Hour, six- 
| times weekly program slotted from 
| Six to seven ayem. 
Ames, Iowa, where he’s 
connected with Iowa State College 
farm publications barring a four- 





| year stretch with the army as a | 
lieutenant. 
Kansas City—Strike of building | 


and construction trades in. effect 
here since late March has halted 
work on town’s two big radio ex- 
pansion projects. Nothing has been 


over | done since beginning of the strike 


WHB. KCMO is S peneting to 80,000 ' ies 


> 


Sunday | 


and productions departments | 


once | 


Beauty | 
little 


Visser in as} 


Came from WOI, 
long been | 


watts (daytime) and WHB is setting | ¢ 
up for nighttime operation (from 
the present daytime only). Both 
have tentatively set midsummer as 
the time for putting the new opera- 
tion in effect, but length of the 
strike will now govern the opening 
dates, 
a 

Cincinnati—In support of the na- 
tional fund for cancer’ control, 
WKRC will stage its “Key Club” 
show in the downtown 2,500-seat 








Taft auditorium for daily perform- 
}ances Monday through Saturday 
| week of May 5. 








| 
i 
' 











‘Kiss of Death’ 





Continued from page 25 


close to verbally slugging it out, with 
the commentator suggesting that the 

award offered proof positive that the 

quality of his broadcasts could not 
have been the reason for his removal 
from the air. However, at the fol- 
lowing day’s Peabody ceremonies, 
| Shirer merely rose and accepted the 
jaward with: “I wan't to thank the 
|committee for this honor and for | 


i their good wishes.” 


Programs and personalities so hon- 
; ored were: 


“Operation Big Muddy,’’ program series 
of WOW, Omaha, NBC affiliate—outstand- 
ing regional public service 

The lia o We Seek."' sequence of 

| Wst Atlanta, NB¢ ff 

i I 

Our rov r WELI At 

t I R t t ‘ e = hit ne cc ad 
} nunity publ service 
j “Radio Edition « the kly Press 
| offering WHe! Cornell Univ., Itha 
CBS ffiliate pecial tation of he 

Wiiliam L, Shire nd CBS—outsianding 
reporting and interpretation of the news 

*“*‘Meet the Press.”" Mutual news program 
—S pec ail ( ta on ot ! vw T 
| pee nt Workshop presentation ¢ 
CBS—out ats nding entertainment in drama. 

"Senn " CBS offering, and the ‘Henry 
Morgan Show,’’ ABC feature—special cita- 
| tion of honor. 
| “Orchestras of the Nation,’*. NBC pro- 
gram—outstanding entertainment in musie 
| “Invitation to Music,’’ CBS presentation 
| —special ation of honor 
i “One World or None, Dexter Masters’ 
|} series on WMCA New York—outstanding 


educ itional program. 


‘‘Hiroshima,"’ adaption of John 


Hersey's 


graphic account of the atomic bombing of 
|} that city, done by ABC and its director of 
public service, Robert Saude! special cita- 
| tion of honor 
| No award was given for an outstanding | 
| children's program A special citation of | 
honor, however, went to the Assn. of the 
Junior Leagues of America for “Books 
Bring Adventure,”’ 26 adaptations of chi 


dren's books dratmatized and transcribed 

John Crosby, N. Y¥. Herald Tribune radio | 
og ee <t—special award for “‘his ouistand- 
ontribution broadcasting 
. ‘Lings.”’ 


|is on a gratis basis, 
| ment and attic broadcasters getting 
| designation as special 
| Radio 


price of FM 


| gram time rather 


through | 


‘Ham Circuit’ to Spread UN Gospel 
On Gratis Give-and-Take Basis 


United Nations latched on to aj| 


novel scheme last week, lining up 
100,000 radio “hams” around the 
globe to air news of the activities of 
the world organization. Whole deal 
with the base- 


“UN 
return for 


Amateur 
Aides” in 
ng the word 


spread- 


“Instead of talking about the 


FM ers Cut Into Muzak 
Bistros Biz on Ground 
Of Economy, Coverage 


Washington, April 22. 
Enterprising FM broadcasters are 


background-music biz in restaurants, 


nightclubs and other publie places 


by getting bistro owners to substi- 
tute an FM receiver for the much 
more expensive Muzak. 

The restaurateurs have only the 


table model—$10° plus 


—to underwrite their obbiigato- 
against regularly 
monthly charges for Muzak or other 
wired music outfits. And the FM 
| broadcasters get a large audience for 
FM, plenty of free advertising 
|for their stations and a good selling 


music costs as 


| point when they try to persuade ad- 
| vertisers to 


buy FM program time. 
FM’ers who are using this tech- 
nique to popularize the broadcast 
service generally are selling pro- 
than spots, 
listeners will get virtually 
rupted music. 
been made by FM_tice..sees in Phil- 
adelphia, Wilkes-Ba, “e, Houston and 
Chicage. Zenith, Pilot and other 
| manufactw ers of low-cost FM sets 
"| are cooperating with the FM broaa- | 
|casters and earmarking sets for de- 


uninter- 


rather than private homes. 


weather while they are operating,” 
explained George W. Bailey, prexy 
of the international Amateur Radio 
Union, “the amateurs will be able 


| to discuss important United Nations 
| events and activities. 


And the Unit- 





|making a strong bid to cut into the | 


} will 


; news 


| will relay them to others, 


| semination of 


ed Nations itself gets a wider dis- 
and up- 
to-the minute reports on the recep- 


information 


tion of its broadcasts.” 
Plan gives the UN a readymade, 
if rather loosely joined network for 


immediate use, supplementing short- 


| wave facilities already being operat- 


ed by the UN Enlistment of the 
amateur DXers on a volunteer basis 
has the approval of the FCC, accord- 


ing to Brig. Gen. Frank E. Stoner, 
chief communications engineer of 
the UN. The actual pact between 
the UN and the IARU was inked by 
Bailey and Assistant UN Secretary- 
General Benjamin Cohen 

Details will be worked out by a 
four-man board comprised of Gen- 
eral Stoner, Peter Aylen, radio divi- 
sion chief of the UN Department of 


Public Information; Kenneth  E. 
Warner, g.m. of the American Radio 
Relay League, and Col. Francis E 
Hardy, communications manager of 


ARRL is the- American 
the international ama- 

The four-man board 
May 2 to set the plan in 


the league. 
affiliate of 
teurs’ union. 
meet 
motion 
As presently outlined, the plan 
calls for UN to issue periodic official 
bulletins, which will be dis- 
patched to three leading “ham” sta- 
tions in New York for initial airing. 
Amateurs picking up these bulletins 
until the 
news has been spread to all corners 


iof the earth. 


so that | 


Biggest play so far has | 


livery to be used in public places | circuit.” 


An additional feature of the — 
is that the amateurs will fire ba 
reports on the reception of the oN 
news, giving the world organization 
a regular check on the effectiveness 
;of its program. 

Bailey, excited over the posibili- 
ties of the undertaking, was first to 
| air the news of it over the “ham 
He has a transmitter in the 
‘bedroom of his N. Y, home. 
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RADIO STATION WHP 


takes pleasure 
in announcing the appointment of 




















Central Pennsylvania's Most Powerful ai Medium 


THE BOLLING COMPANY, Ine. 
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164 Indie N. Y. Filmers Resume 
Restraint-of-Trade Suit Vs. ASCAP 


Fresh demands of the American? 


Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers upon 
exhibitors for fatter revenues for 
use of its music was met last week 
by the resumption of a long-dormant 
restraint of trade suit against 
ASCAP by some 164 independent 
New York theatres. Pending in N.Y. 
federal court since 1941, the action 
asks triple damages and seeks an 
injunction to restrain ASCAP from 
imposing music performance fees. 

In arguing a motion to dismiss 
the theatremen’s complaint in fed- 
eral court Friday (18), ASCAP at- 
torneys failed to have. the suit 
thrown out. Judge John Bright, 
however, granted the defendants the 
right to examine books and records 
of exhib Harry Brandt and other 
plaintiffs while the latter were 
also granted permission to probe 
ASCAP'’s books. 

Meanwhile, ASCAP assistant gen- 
eral manager Richard E. Murray 
stated Monday (21) that he is 
“hopeful of discussions” with ex- 
hibitor organizations but added that 
none is scheduled in the near future. 
He declared a boost in the seat tax 
was mulled for years by ASCAP but 
failed to reveal just how much the 
impost would be upped. Present tax 
is based on a sliding scale, with a 
bite of 10c. per seat on houses under 
800 seats. From 800-1,600 the tap is 
15c., and all seats in excess of 1,600 
the tariff hits 20c. 


Huddles on the proposed seat-tax 
boost were held last week by 
ASCAP general manager John G. 
Paine, who discussed the situation 
with Herman Levy, general counsel 
of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America. However, it’s 
figured that additional powwows 
won't be forthcoming until Paine 
winds up a series of out-of-town ad- 
dresses in behalf of ASCAP. He 
attended the Music Educators Na- 
tional Conference in Birmingham 


the nation’s film 





Jack Kapp Abroad 


Decca prexy Jack Kapp is taking 
his wife and daughter abroad for 
two months in July, their first trip 
in 11 years. 

Combination business-pleasure, 


D’AMORE, VET VAUDER, 
| SETS ACTS AT TERPERY 


Hollywood, April 22 

| Franklin D’Amore, vet vaude acro, 
'who has been running an eatery 
| here, has lined up a new policy for 
| Meadowbrook, Culver City ballroom 
which gave up name bands when biz 
became blitzed last December and 
since has been using local scale 
crews two nights weekly. D’Amore 
will establish new policy on May 2, 
when he lights spot.six nights week- 
ly, with policy of Charlie Barnet 
and Jimmy Zito bands dishing dan- 
sapation, spiked by interludes pro- 
vided by layout of 10 standard vaude 
acts. 


In deal, D’Amore will underwrite 
operation and get the gate receipts. 
Meadowbrook operation Joe Zucca 
will get the bar concession. Admish 
will be $1. 


Fitzgerald to Resume 
Ocean Grove Concerts 


Larry Fitzgerald, formerly with 
Columbia concerts’ radio dept., has 
taken option on Ocean Grove, N. J. 
auditorium for the summer, where 
he plans staging longhair concerts. 

He managed the place 30 years 
ago, presenting such artists as 
Caruso, McCormack, Kreisler and 
Galli-Curci. 














last Friday (18) and is slated to| 28 Concerts Slated 


take: in today’s (Wednesday) meet 


of the National Federation of. Music 
Clubs in Detroit. 
in Gotham by Friday (25). 


JOBIN TO PARIS 





Returning to Paris Saturday (19) 
via plane from New York, Met opera 


tenor Raoul Jobin plans a_ two- 
month stay abroad and is slated for 
appearances at the Paris Opera. 


Jobin, who expects to be back in 
the U. S. on June 15, is then sched- 
uled for a few U. S. concert dates, 


He may be back 


For Philly Dell Season 


Philadelphia, April 22. 
The 18th annual Robin Dell series 
wili include 28 concerts, starting 
June 23 and running to Aug. 7, on 
a four night-a-week schedule. The 
other days of the week are being 
held in reserve for postponements 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


Week Ending April 19 


Anniversary Song........:. Mood 
WManvselle: - i. caskac% os sees. Feist 
Heartach@s ....cccccccess - Leeds 
ROO 48445 eda bbe 660 
April Showers...... ...Witmark 
My Adobe Hacienda ......Peer 
Glocca Morra....... . Crawford 
Managua Nicaragua......Encore 
You Can't See Sun........Simon 


It’s a Good Day.......... Capitol 
Second 10 
a ee Peper Miller 
Where I Came In...... Robbins 
Roses In Rais .ci.ccccks i Barton 
CSUlte. ink ves Pcabheee noe sen Feist 
Wyoming ........ _YRCe rere Feist 
Thank Your Folks...... Oxford 
I'll Close My Eyes......Maurice 
Life to Live Over...... General 


Time After Time....... London 
How Much I Love You...Morris 
————— 


Big Latino Demand 
Spurs Col's First 
Foreign Disk Plant 


Mounting disk demands in the 
Latin-American market have led 
Columbia Records to set up its first 
foreign plant, in Mexico City. Prexy 
Edward Wallerstein returned last 
week from an inspection tour of the 
new factory, which is expected to 
have some 15 to 20 presses in opera- 
tion by the end of the summer. 

Plant's erection was prompted by 
the request of Columbia’s Mexico 
City distrib, Jose Salazar, who found 
it difficult to supply adequately the 
booming Latin and South American 
markets. Brisk sales of radio- 


phonograph combimations since the 
war, it’s pointed out, have been one 
of the chief factors in spurring plat- 
ter consumption south of the border, 
Mexican plant will be under the 
direction of Michael S. Kestler and 
represents Columbia’s fourth press- 
ing factory.. While its new facility 
will use masters from the U. S.., it's 
also expected that a drive will be 
made to ink Latino artists who’ll do 
on-the-spot waxing in Mexico City. 











a 





because of unfavorable weather. 
Conductor-in-chief for the third 





consecutive season will be Dimitri 
Mitropolous. 





then shoves off for a Mexican tour.’ St. Louis Symphony Orchestra. 


A group of concerts 
in mid-July will be conducted by 
Viadimir Golschmann, head of the 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 22's" 
t e a Co Vi hine plan a sales-stimulant g¢ampaign. 


1. Heartaches (7) (Leeds)....,... 
2. Linda (8) (Morris) Steer boreee 


8. Anniversary Song (12) (Mood) 


4. Things in Glocca Morra (9) (Crawford). { 


5. Mam’selle (1) (Feist) ......... 


6. Guilty (9) (Feist) ............ 


7. Managua, Nicaragua (16) (Encore) ..... ; 
8. My Adobe Hacienda (2) (Peer) ........ 


9. That’s My Desire (2) (Mills) ..... ..+..» Frankie Laine......Mercury | fended him.in the U. S. earlier) as 
; : Freddy Martin........ Victor | soloist. 
10. Santa Catalina (1) (Spina) ............ f eat! 
P | Eddy Howard......Majestic| Furtwaengler, who admittedly as- 
ie sociated with the Nazis in a music 
Coming Up cultural capacity, was once under 
: Clark Dennis........Capitol |Comsideration as director of the 
Peg O’ My Heart (Feist)........ Saved deceer | Seommeaineta e ee WW. Y. Philharmonic following Arturo 
I Do Do Do Like You (Harms)..... errear -¢ See Capitol - agener ere ~g Redington 
That's How Much I Love You (Morris).... fan tn aati a ed be! oy Prost > ee 
reeeeenees spike at. Conductor says he has 
, ‘ { Dick Jurgens...... Columbia | contracts with the BBC and with 
That's Where I Came In (Robbins)......,.. ) Ink Spots.............Decca|U. S. managements, which he'll ac- 
, iq | cept, now that he’s f int. 
a. re ées ‘ ; pt lw a a a= . Se ee 
Roses In the Rain (Barton).............005 Frankie Carle..... Columbia Flagstad a Louisville Bust } 
{ Mercer-Goodman ...Capitol Louisville, April 22. 
Moon Faced, Starry Eyed (Chappell)...... | Freddy Martin........Victor| Concert sung by Kirsten Flagstad 


Thank Your Folks (Oxford)..... 


. 
serene aee 


Charles Spivak.... 
Al OOS 


ee +e eeaee 


| Charles Spt Me 


ereeereeee 


Guy Lombardo..... 


Perry Como..........Victor Tuesday (15) at Memorial Auditori- 
Tere ye xine Cole Trio..... ‘Capitol | UM was a bust financially, although 


Ted Weems ...Decca-Victor | vestigating Committee. Williams and 
....Columbia | Allen arrived from San Francisco 
...Victor | after attending a record dealers 
Decca school there. 

Dinah Shore.,....Columbia ; 
Buddy Clark......Columbia representatives 
Dick Haymes......,...Decca 

{ Dick Haymes......... Decca 
eaters lL Art Lund.............MGM 
{ Margaret Whiting. ...Capitol 
. Tony Martin...,....Mercury 


F i **@ @ee 08 . . 
reddy Martin by mans oldtime Berlin Philharmonic Or- 


Eddy Howard Majestic chestra under U. S. auspices in July, 


Little Dog’s Sales Needle 


Hollywood, April 22. 
J. W. Murray, veepee of RCA- 


Victor, J. M. Williams, advance 
‘manager, and H. J. Allen, sales 


Murray flew in from Washington 
after discussions with a Senate In- 


Execs will huddle with local sales 
in planning high 


speed sales booster for discery. 









Flagstad 


Continued from page 2 


with Yehudi Menuhin (who has de- 





music critics gave high praise to the 








As if Frank: Sinatra hasn’t made 
enough cabbage already, his song- 
publishing firm has to come up with 
a thing like “Cu-Tu-Gu-Ru” (or 
“Jack, Jack, Jack,” as it’s alternate- 
ly identified). To realize just how 


valuable a property “Jack, Jack, 
Jack” is, you must understand that 
there have already been 16 different 
recordings of it. This week, five of 
them are on the market—versions by 
Jack Smith, Xavier Cugat, John 
Paris, the Andrews Sisters, and Pete 
Rivera. The tune, a calypso rhumba, 
was written by Armando Castro, 


Best Bets 


Latin-American—“Cu-Tu-Gu- 


Jack, Jack” (The Andrews Sis- 
ters). 

Dance—“Willie” 
rence), 

Hillbilly—“The Covered Wag- 
on Rolled Right Along” (Johnny 
Mercer), “My Adobe Hacienda” 
(Louise Massey), and “Sugar 
Moon” (Bob Willis and his Texas 
Playboys). 

Novelty—‘Johnny, Take My 
Wife” (The Three Flames), “Sa- 
loon” (Evelyn Knight), and 
“Aloysius” (Pat Flowers). 

Ballad—"“Guilty” (Ella Fitz- 

erald), “Meet Me at No Special 

lace” (Ray McKinley), “I'll 
String Along With You” (Joe 
Alexander), and “Maybe You'll 
Be There” (Gordon Jenkins). 


(Elliot Law- 


bandleader at a Puerto Rican hotspot 
owned by a man named Jack. He 
fashioned it as a tribute to the boss 
and then sold it to Joe Davis’ pub- 
lishing company. Davis thereupon 
provided an English lyric and sold 
the number to Leonard Sachs, the 
professional manager of Sinatra's 
publishing firm. Now it looms as a 
prodigious hit, and Sinatra looks to 
make enough scratch to allow his 
missus to be even more prodigal with 
the material for his bowties. If alli 
this is at variance with the facts, 
Sachs should be held accountable. 
He provided us with the data. 

The Andrews Sisters’ version 
(Decca), is not necessarily the best, 
but their enormous sales potentiali- 
ties will probably make it the big- 
gest jukebox hit. Backed by Vic 
Schoen’s band, which handles it with 
its accustomed proficiency. On 
“Jack’s”’ backside, they do the 
pseudo-calypso “His Feet Too Big for 
De Bed,” a number which, Stan Ken- 
ton sort of left bleeding on Capitol 
a few weeks back. They give it a 
typical merry-Andrews treatment— 
and is that bad? Not if you're the 
Andrews Sisters or Jack Kapp, it 


isn’t. So figure this disk as a big 
seller. 
Xavier Cugat’s “Cu-Tu-Gu-Ru” 


(Columbia), has all the usual Cugat 
flouncy showmanship. It’s listed not 
as a calypso rhumba but as a guar- 
acha, whieh, for all we may know, 
may be the same thing. The Boyd 
Triplets and Orchestra (as they say 
on labels), provide the vocalizing. 
It’s a nice Cugat performance and 
one, we think, that you'll hear from 
the buffalodeons. The other side is 
“Illusion,” which Dorothy Porter 
sings quite nicely. The tune, by the 
way, is unusually pleasant, but the 
disk’s sales will be principally due 
to “Cu-Tu-Gu-Ru.” 

John Paris (with 8 Beaus and a 
Peep” and Ellis Larkin and Group), 
does one of the Victor International 
label’s two versions of “Jack, Jack, 
Jack.” We've never heard of Paris 
before, but we'll probably be hearing 
him again. On the whole, he does 
an effective job with Sinatra’s num- 
ber one plug. Paris, however, is 
something less than a “name” and 
it would, consequently, be rash to 
forecast his lacquer as a best seller. 
As in the case of the Cugat Colum- 
bia, it is backed up by “Illusion.” 


Pete Rivera provides Victor In- 
ternational’s other treatment of “Cu- 
Tu-Gu-Ru” this week. The whole 
affair, including Angel Rosa’s vocal, 
seems to us vastly superior to the 
Cugat interpretation, but, here 
again, the Rivera name is scarcely 
enough to make the pancake a best- 
Seller. Latin-American aficionados 
will find it pretty authentic stuff, 
however. And so, for that matter, 








F - oe a ere ree f M ti ae 
You Can’t See Sun (Simon)................ | Vaughn Monroe... Victor i. cee oeicne “tar oe ' 
Red Silk Stockings, Green Perfume (S-B)., Ray McKinley......Majestic | topflight vocalist was on hand to 
April Showers (Harms) ...............: . Guy Lombardo........Decca | hear the soprano. Less than 500 pa- 
; ; Harry James...... Columbia | tToMs filled the 2,400 seat auditorium. 
Tipped Hat Slowly Rode Away (Robbins).. 1 Sack Smith, pres sine Br anaygsemn such - swastikas 
Beware My Heart (Feist)...............5: . Margaret Whiting. ...Capitol ienas oiak tilhane te ‘the ek dane 
Perry Como..........Victor | testing the booki came . 
TT SRE j esting the booking, were the only 
Sonata (Oxford) | Carmen Cavallaro. ....Decca | pytward manifestations of hostility 
Midnight Masquerade (Morris) ....... .»..» Eddy Howard.......Majestic | to her appearance. 


will they find the coupling, a bolero 
called “Confession.” 

Jack Smith, the voice without a 
| Snarl, is Capitol’s dispenser of “Cu- 
Tu-Gu-Ru.” He's assisted by the 


Ru” (Xavier Cugat) and “Jack, ®% 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 











Clark Sisters and Earl Sheldon’s 
band. In the trade, there’s a feeling 
that this may be the big disking ot 
“Jack, Jack, Jack,” and the feeling 
may be psychic, but, in all honesty 
we must dissent. Obviously this ‘es 
a personal reaction, but we just 
don’t find the smile in Smith's voice 
very exciting. As a matter of fact, 
we find it rather dull. But for those 
who want their vocal grins, we sup- 
pose this is your man. On the other 
side, he does “Oh! My Achin’ Heart,” 
just the sort of thing the voice with 
a smile should find simply dandy, 


The Three Flames, who made their 
debut on Columbia with “Open the 
Door, Richard” and must have been 
let in, inasmuch as they haven't 
been heard from in weeks, are back 
this semester with what sounds sus. 
piciously like a hit. It’s a calypso 
by Wilmouth Houdini called 
“Johnny, Take My Wife.” Somewhat 
on the earthy side, it has some good 
lines that are well-delivered by 
“Tiger” Haymes and “Bill” Pollard. 
(We have no idea, by the way, ag 
to why Columbia put the Bill in 
quotes, but it did.) Here's a face, 
anyway, that sounds like a cinch for 
the race locations. It’s got enough 
appeal to hit the more general mar- 
ket. The backing, “Viddle De Vop,” 
just awful. 


Ella Fitzgerald is really kind of 
wonderful, a fact which makes it 
a sheer pleasure to be able to re- 
port that her Decca of “Guilty” is 
a superb manifestation of her vast 
talent. The Gus Kahn-Harry Akst- 


-Richard A. Whiting oldie has been 


given a good many shellackings, but 
this is the best. A pretty good Wur- 
litzer wooing is indicated. On the 
backside, Miss Fitz does “Senti- 
mental Journey.” Eddie Heywood 
and his good little band furnish the 
accompaniments. 


Ray McKinley, who is a wow of a 
percussionist, comes through this 
week with what sounds to us like 
by far his best recording, “Meet Me 
At No Special Place.” With, for the 
most part, a piano tinkling behind 
him, McKinley sings the lyric su- 
perbly. This is a vastly better ver- 
sion than the King Cole Trio’s 


en ey 








Suggested Program 

“Always” — Benny .Goodman 
(Victor). 

“Johnny, Take. My Wife’— 
Three Flames (Columbia). 

“I've Got Five Dollars’—Lee 
Wiley (Rabson’s). . 

“Cu-Tu-Gu-Ru”—Xavier Cugat 
(Columbia). 

“Got a Date With an Angel”— 
Hal Kemp (Columbia). 

“I €an't Get Started”—Bunny | 
Berigan (Okeh). 

“The Best Man” — Les Brown 
(Columbia). 


ee cd 


(Capitol), but Ray records for 
Majestic—and what goes with Ma- 
jestic’s distribution is a matter for 
him and Majestic to discuss. In any 
case, the distribution ain’t very good. 
The backing is Hoagy Carmichael’s 
“Ivy,” and it’s all right, but the one 
to latch onto is “Meet Me.” 


Wax Facts 


Joe Alexander, Capitol’s fine Ne- 
gro baritone, sounds more than ever 
like the Bing of 1931 in his latest, 
Harry Warren-Al Dubin’s swell “I'll 
String Along With You” and Tobias- 
Tobias-Tobias’ (no kidding!) “A 
Thousand Times a Day.” This guys 
good and the nickelodeons better 
realize it quick... . Johnny Mercer 
is presumably open to any proposi- 
tion, This week, for instance, he es- 
says hillbilly, doing “The Covered 
Wagon Rolled Right Along” and “A 
Little Too Fer” with Merle Travers 
and Wesley Tuttle. “Too Fer” strikes 
us as downright tiresome, but 
“Wagon” has a swell progressive 
lyric. Jukes and jocks who don’t 
investigate “Wagon” should have 
their heads examined. ... 

Dizzy Gillespie, the high priest of 
re-bop, is out on Musicraft this 
week with eight faces, “A Hand 
Fulla Gimme,” “Groovin’ High, 
“Blue’n Boogie,” “Hot House,” “He 
Beeped When He Shoulda Bopped, 
“Ray’s Idea,” “Al) the Things You 
Are,” and “Dizzy Atmosphere.” We 
are not certain, but there must 
some statute forbidding foolishness 
like this. Gillespie is an accom 
plished musician and he'd be better 
off playing first parts with Calloway: 
This is incredible stuff for a grow? 
man to produce, ,: 
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63 Rank-and-File ACMA Members 
Petition for Tibbett Resignation 


Striking a blow at the regime of 
Lawrence Tibbett as president of the 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
some 63 AGMA members have peti- 
tioned a special meeting of 
AGMA members, and will ask Tib- 
pett’s resignation. Complete revision 
ef the union’s constitution and by- 
laws will also be sought. 

Led by Mario Berini, Elizabeth 
Wysor, Polyna Stoska, Ivan Petroff. 
Ray Lev and Rose Dirman, the 63 
petitioning members are chiefly 
composed of AGMA rank and file 
members, all of whom charge that 
the union holds “secret meetings,” 
has done, nothing to solve 
“foreign artist invasion,” and 
the union's inception no other 
has been placed in 
Ti':bett.” 

Describing AGMA as a 
affair” dominated by Mr. 
Tibbett, dissenting faction’s state- 
ment alleges the singer’s wife has 
“loaned money to the union” since 
its organization. It’s also claimed 
that “Mrs. Tibbeti’s 
neys are also AGMA’s 
and notes that “since the 
of the union, eight or 
years ago, Lawrence Tibbetit 
been its only president.” 

Further blasting their prexy, 
dissenters pose the question: 
the nominating committee 
sidized by the money put up 
Mrs. Tibbeit? Th<y claim that 
have been the reason why no one 
else has ever been nominated for 
the presidency. They also charge 
that if AGMA nceded financial sup- 
port. why did it not appeal ta the 
Associated Aciors and Artists of 
America, its parent body, for 
sistance? 

Tibbett, the statement alleges, is 
violating the rules of his own union 
in permitting Columbia Concerts to 
handle his affairs. According to an 
AGMA rule, no artist may be 
resented by a management which has 
not signed @ man2ztement contract 
with AGMA, 
certs is not franchised by AGMA. 

Officially acknowledging receipt of 


name 
opposition to 


“family 


attorneys” 


nine 
has 


soOine 


the 
Was 
sub- 
by 


the petition, AGMA executive s€C-|} of the Jimmy Dorsey orch as well 
retary Hyman R. Faine said Mon-|as several others, since AFM regu- 
day «21) that “not more than 41 of | jations forbid any single office to’ 


the signees were AGMA members 
in good standing” and therefore the | 


request was invalid, since such a 
petition for a special meeting re- 
quires a minimum of 50 names un- 
der union rules. However, he added, 
AGMA plans to hold a meeting 
within a week or so. He asserted 
that a membership gathering was 


being contemplated even before re- | 


ceipt of the dissenters’ petition. He 
made no comment on the charges, 
stating that the petition was re- 
ceived over 
execs had not as-yet studied them. 


Herman Ankles 
Disk Jockey Stint' 


Hollywood, April 22. 

After several months guest-disk 
jockeying on KFWB, Woody Her- 
man ha: quit. While bandleader 
knowledses he received numerous 
¥ripes from jocks around the land, 
who felt he was leading invasion of 
their pastures by batoneecrs and inti- 
mated they would retaliate by 
neglecting to spin his platters on 
their programs, Herman says his de- 





ac- 


Cision was not prompted by these 
beefs, although he admits they gave 


him pause. 

Herman got straight AFRA scale | 
for wax-whirling here. He has no 
immediate plans to reform band, 
and continues disking plentifully 
here for Columbia. Last week, in 
his new spotting as soloist on label, 
he was teamed on pair of pops with 
Dinah Short. 


HAROLD LEE IN MARKS 





POST AS GEN. PROF. MGR. 


Edward B. M:rks Music Corp. has 
appointed Harold Lee general prof 
msr. to succeed Frank Hennigs, re- 
cently shifted to Sam Fox. 

Lee has had long experience in the 
Music field, both in the professional 
end and as a booker of talent. He 
Was g.p.m. for Witmark for 11 years 


headed Re bbins’ Chicaco office for 
three vyenrs and w:s with General 
Artisis Corp... after which he en- 
tered ¢i tolent tield at the head of 


his ewn agency. 


‘ ‘ 
- i a ¢ 


all | 


the | 
“since 


and Mrs. | 


personal attor- | 


beginning 


may | 


as- | 


rcp- | 


and Columbia Cone | 


the weekend and AGMA | 
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AFM L.A. Local Opens 
Front Door for Stacy 


Hollywood, Apri] 22 
Jess Stacy, vet Benny Goodman 
88-er who came here with BG’s air- 
show, apparently got some ill-advice 





from the east when he approached 
Musicians’ Local 47 with idea of 
forming an orch here. He _ tossed 
}union a proposition he would per- 
sonally pay a standby scale-and-a- 
half if union would let him lead 
crew of all—47 members on one- 
night dates hereabouts 

Local told him not to try any 
backdoor approaches, just simply | 
apply for transfer into 47 from 802, | 


N. Y., and he could freely play dates 
without underwriting a standby. 


MCA, Christensen 


Differences between Music 
of America and Howard Christensen 
were amicably patched up at a 
meeting held at the MCA offic: 
Thursday (17) when latter agreed 


Co: p. 


Settle Weems Snag 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 89 





Present Music Series 


Music from American and Soviet 
films, ballet and theatre will be pre- 
isented as third in series of Theatre 
Music of Two Lands, to be held at 
City Center, N.Y., May 12 under au- 
spices of the American-Soviet Music 
Society, of which Serge Koussevit- 
zky is chairman. 

Robert H. Gordon, who staged the 
legiter, “Call Me Mister,’ will stage 
the evening, 
supervising. New composition by 
Gail Kubik, titled “A Mirror for the 
Sky.” with lyrics by Jessymina West, 
will also be preemed 


BMI Tangles 


With Iceland 
On Copyright 


| Harry P. Somerville, 
| BMI's licensing department, 
Monday (21) that papers 
copyright violations had been served 
j}upon the Iceland, N. Y., last week, 
and several other spots were to be 
treated similarly this week. 

Some 150 N. Y. bistros, 
| of hotels, already are BMI 
Somerville said. Campaign to 
the cafes began last fall while about 
60 hosielries were licensed April 19, 
1945, the agreement having been re- 
newed last December, 


head of 
revealed 


exclusive 
licensee 


ink 


to do business with Christensen on | : | 
| ‘“ ] ~ Somerville disclosed that a num- 
| bookings of the Ted Weems orch. | J ae ‘ ‘ 
Previously. MCA took i haan f ber of nitery operators were adopt- 
| Prev - ‘A took advantage of | - : : , 

~ ee ing a “show me” attitude insofar as 


| the little-invoked clause in the 
|American Federation of Musicians 
bylaws which pives booking offices | 
ithe right to refuse to do business ' 
with a band’s personal manager. 
MCA during the disagretment | 
|took the stance tbat Christensen | 
|leaned toward the newly orsanized | 
|Mus-Art Corp., booking office re- 
, cently formed by a trio of ex-MCA- 
j ites, Jack Whittemore, Russ Fac- 
chine and Lyle Thayer. It’s believed 
| that Christensen proved to the 
faction of MCA that he was in no 
way connected with the Mus-Art 
office. Christensen otherwise would 
j}have had to give up management 


| book and personally manage a band. 


| en 


$488 Due Musicians 
Cues AFM Plea to Nix 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Musicians’ local 47 has asked 
American Federation of Musicians’ 
prexy James C. Petrillo to cancel 
recording license of Lamplighter 
Records, local waxery operated by 
\Ted Yerxa. 
| The label for about six months has 
jowed a number of musicians total ot 
$488 for disking sessions, and “47's 





unable to collect. 

| Firm’s leading artist was Kay 
Starr, whose contract was bought 
from Jewel Records last summer. 





Zurich, April 15. 
Winding up a two-year political | 
fight, reorganization of the Zurich 


opera house, the Stadtiheater, is now 
under way with resignation of its 
director. Karl Schmid-Bloss, and 
overhauling of its artistic and com- 
|mercial policy. Preparations for the 
| 1947- 48 season are being temporarily 
‘held up pending appoiniment of a 





new director by the theatre's ad- 
ministrative council. 
Fight against Schmid-Bloss was 


launched in 1945 by a Zurich paper 
which accused him of Nazi sympa- 
thies and of favoring foreign artists 
An investigat- 





over Swiss singers. 

ing committee, set up by the city 
icouncil, found that although mans 
lof the accusations were justified, 
they did not warrant dismissal of 
the director. However. since the 
|public no longer wanted him the 
i}committee suggested that he resign 


voluntarily 


Polk Ankles MCA 


ie hicazo, April 22 
Bill Polk, assistant in one-nignter 
department of Music Corp. of 


America, has resigned after 12 years 


with organization. 

Although Polk has no immediate 
plans, he said he ould probably 
align with another agency. 


satis- | 


Coast Diskery P ermit $150,000 


|recording rep, Phil Fischer, has been 


ZURICH OPERA REVAMPS 
WITH NAZI EXEC OUT 


paying the BMI license fee was con- 
cerned. 


Kenton Dishands 
| Due to Illness 


Sten Kenton 
last week 
Tuscaloosa, 


disbanded his orch 
after a one-nighter in 
Ala., despite commit- 
ments which would have kept the 
band going until week of Aug. 2 
when he was set to play Steel Pier. 
| Atlantic City. Reison for the break- 


| up is the maestro’s illness. 
Kenton s:veral weeks ago signified 
| his intention of disbanding, but was 
persuaded by General Artists Corp.. 
his agent, to continue until all his 
bookings were cleared up. However, 
| the strain proved to be too much. 
| Disbanding of the Kenton crew rep- 
resents a ‘oss off approximately 
in guarantees for dates 
| pacted on this tour. 
| Prior to the breakup, several 
} ternative plans were presented 


al- 
to 


fee ee being that he take a | 


rest after 
| theatre, Baltimore, 
off until August, when he would re- 
form. It wag, subsequently agreed | 
| that he go on until August and take | 
'a rest afterwards. Medicos had 
warned Kenton to take it easicr. 


; ——— ae 


playing the Hippodrome 





Kenton Collapses in Ala. 
| Stan Kenton collapsed Wed. 
night 
| Ala.., 
+state university. 
under medicai 


416) 
on bandstand 
where orch was one-niting at 
He since has been 
eare, although 


to word received here by 

manager Carlos Gastel, who wired 
| four-weeks’ salaries to 20-odd orch- 
;} men and ordered them to lay off. 


Avodon Drops Names; 
Will Use L.A. Locals, 
Open Weekends Only 


Los Angeles, April 22. 
Avodon, lone downtown L.A. ter- 
palace of size and gloss, has decided, 
to dispense with name bands in‘ fu- 


cording 





| ture. Spot has Cab Calloway inked 
ifor four weekends, starting May 22, 


land will play crew, but thereafter 
| policy will be local outfits at scale 

Since it opened on May 8 last, 
Avodon has lost heavily in the ag- 
| gregate, albeit engagements ci Stan 
Kenton and Count Basie proved 
lucrative last winter. Two months 


| 
weekends only. 
Decision to 


| bands 


scale 
Barnet 
tnis 
lit- 


by 


use non-name 
came after Charlie 
fell through early 
and ballroom grabbed 
erally an unknown outfit, led 
Phil Carreon, at $900 per three-day 
weekend. Spot has made some 
money since, and biz has been bet- 
.ter than it was preceding month. 
when Desi Arnaz was paid $2,500 
jper weekend and site lost heavily. 


booking 
| month 


with Marc Blitzstein | 


charging | 


May 2, and lay | 


at Tuscaloosa, | 


ree | 
portedly in no critical condition, ac- | 


| at talks by Dr. 
ago fulltime policy was switched to. 


| bills. 


Macdonald Widow Sues S-B to End 
Contract; Estate Also Files Action 


+ Elizabeth C. Macdonald, widow of 
songwriter Ballard Macdonald, filed 
a N. Y. federal court action last 
week against Shapiro-Bernstein, 





AKM Head Cleared 
As Nazi Informer 


lasking re-assignment of renewal 

Bernhard Herzmansky, head of | rights and ending of contract on her 
AKM, the Austrian performing | husband's songs. Publishers were 
rights society, who was jailed last | @lso slapped with a secondary suit 


in N. ¥. supreme court Monday ‘21) 





month reportedly because he de- brought by the administrator of 
nounced a former employee to the Macdonald's estate, which seeks to 
Gestapo for having told an anti recover the sum of $2,500 vearly 
Nazi joke. was held by authorities | allegedly payable to Macdonald by 
for only two davs and later was | Shapiro-Bernstein during the life of 

completely exonerated, he advised | his songs’ copyrights. 
|AKM’s affiliate. the American So- With the filing of Mrs. Macdon- 
ciety of Authors, Composers and ald’s action a novel question has 
Publishers. last week. been posed to the court which in 
effect will test out what is the 
He was an inmate of the notorious proper legal basis for assignment 
Dachau concentration camp in 1938 by widows, children or even the 
for eight months, Herzmansky re- | author himself. If the disposition, 
veals. plaintiff’s attorneys Zissu & Marcus 
anes point out, was the result o° “an un- 
conscionable bargain,” it won't be 

° nt enforced. 

review IS S Case parallels a_ similar suit 
brought several years ago when the 


court, in Fisher vs. Witmark, held 


that an unreasonable bargain may 

i mn cys be set aside. In Mrs. Macdonald's 

action, if the court invalidates the 

Shapiro-Bernstein deal, just what 

Sparked by the Harmonicats’ wax- | constitutes an unconscionable bar- 
ing several months ago on the Uni- | gain may be determined. Such «& 
versal label, “Peg O’ My Heart,” an precedent is likely to affect all copy- 


rights. 


old standard, has become a top disk 
F According to the complaint, Mrs. 


he idwest : is further : 
seller in the midwest and is further | yy. .qonald charges that in October, 
focussing music pubs’ attention On, 1935, both she and her husband 
purely local areas as a _ proving) Were destitute. She manag :d to ob- 
|i .? . ‘ » . 
ail $206 1\ > Ol yer hus- 
sround, both for platters and sheet am 8 $20Q advance ys he 
2 band’s songs from Shapiro-Bern- 
went Small key centers, which | sejn but had to sien a contract. 
have been responsible for sucecss of | This, she allegedly thought, was a 
“Cement Mixer.” “Heartaches” and! Voucher for the advarce. Aciually 


“That’s My Desire.” are seen by mu- | she had signed away all the renewal 


sic and recording execs as avenucs Tights, the complaint stated, Some 
of exploitation a progressive pub- | three weeks later her husband, whe 
lisher can't ignore. had either written or collaborated 
Written by Fred Fisher and Al} 0" more than 120 songs, died. 

Bryan in 1913, the Universal “P: g auRS that she wus ignorant of 
O’ My Heart” cutting by a group of the commercial value of the songs, 
ex-G.l.’s was spotted through Chi- Mrs Macdonald points out that she 
cane coin wackinen. cateht on. ant understood she had signed the aocu- 
later spread to St. Louis and other jment for a loan. She now claims that 
midwest cities. While it’s becn a her expectancies on the ree dant 
Feist 50c standard for years, a pop- tions, which include such standards 
priced Robbins edition was dusted “R — = rm reas ced . asomisl 
off when pyramiding sheet music | «somebody Scan ile =ate ai Ye 
ordeis, headed by a jobber’s request Pntetgptns $25,000 of ’ tH agree ‘ 
for 4,000 copies, came in for “Peg.” | 7), °°. ee a ne 
alty rights while revenue value of 

Fact that “Peg” will be released | expectancies to the defendant, it’s 
under the Robbins imprint is | alleged, exceeds $35,000. Further- 
switch in itself. Robbins previously | more, Mrs. Macdonald charges that 
gave “Mam’selle” to Feist while this| a; a consequence of this contract 
time the latter is handing “Peg” to/sne had been stripped and divested 


Robbins since Feist is already loaded 
with “Mam’selle” as well as “Be- 
ware My Heart” and “Margo.” 


‘of her legal 
which are 


rights to the songs, 
in renewal stages. 


Vox to Record 


how 


Flock of other old platiers are an- 
ticipated to hit the diskboxes. Co- 
lumbia is reviving an old Jack Tea- 
garden version while Decca is prep- , 
(ping a Gham Miller reissue pees 


eg gonteanel res" WNEW Jive Sesh 


Clark esate side out. | 
| Marking a new 


Longhairs Latest Draw ane pop-piatter ticle, Vox. Revove 
At Boxoffices in Both has signed an exclusive agreement 


‘with WNEW, N. Y., the record- 


Sections of ireland |'"* and packaging in album form of 


the 





development in 


for 


station’s Saturday ni: 


ht “Swing 
Dublin, April 17. Session.” A“reement ‘ened = lost 

j ici a . “4sreen . ‘ ‘ 

Topname longhair musicians are ee ' 
boxoffice honors here week between WNEW minaret: 


taking top 
with some of the smaller 
ing so badly either. 
Capitol has celebrity 
about once every two wecks, 
day afternoons, with Theatre Royal 
skedding about one a month for 
summer season. Malcolm Sargent,’ 
Sir Thomas Beecham and John Bar- 


Bernice 
Mendelsohn, 


fry not do- Judis and Vox prexy Georze 


calls for printing of at 


concert eankl 


least four albums a 
Sun- 


company, under supervision of the 
show's musical director, ‘Bob Bach. 
will edit the 55-minute procram for 
best numbers judged by audience 
reaction. 


year, 





birolli are all conducting at the vi 
Royal this year, with Jan Smeterlin First album was cut last week with 
as typical soloist. use of jazzmen not under conireet 
In Northern Ireland. Belfast's | *® other companies. Lineup in- 
7,000-seater King’s Hall is being de- cluded Buddy Rich, Chubby Jack- 
manded for longhair orchs, but com- , “©”. Charlie Ventura, Bill Harvigs. 
mercial managements there are Allen Easger and Fats Navarre. 
slightly soured by CEMA (Council Album, scheduled for summer re- 
|for Encouragement of Music and |!¢ase, will consist of three plattcrs 
| Arts) sponsorship of some visiting |@9d retail at around $3. 
instrumental setups which they say a 
is cutting into their market ‘ ’ ’ 
General rise of interest in long- MAM SELLE DISKING 
hairs confirmed by big attendances 


George F. Brockless, | 


SETS LUND ROXY DATE 


director of music at London's West- | 

' minster Hall, now here on lecture, Twentieth-Fox director Edmur 

and record number of entrants for Gouiding's tune, “Mam’selle.” writ- 

music festivals. Larne «County An- ‘ a Nat ‘ th Mack Gor 
. . en i COMuUAaADOL ATION ) lLaC ,OT- 

trim?’ Musical Festival has just been . hy F : 

revived after seven-year lapse. Big- | on, has been instrumental In setting 

gest test of the year opens first the stage for Art Lund’s booking at 

, week in May, Feis Ceoil in Dublin, the Roxy theatre, N. Y., for early 


June. 

Lund’s MGM disk 
which has landed on the bestseller 
compilations, the deciding fae- 
tor in Roxy booking of the singe! 


which introduced the late John Mc- 
Cormack to’ the world. It’s expected 
to bring group of talent spotters 
looking for new names for concert 


waxing of tune, 


was 
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ASCAP Appeals Board Nominees 


Named: Voting Starts This Week 





standard? ies wees 


‘Spina-Green Opens 


Names of popular and 
writers and publishers were placed 
in nomination Monday (21) as can- 
didates for the Board of Appeals of 
the American Society of Composers. 
Authors and Publishers. Voting by | 
members is not expected to take 
place until late this week when bal- 
lot 11 be mailed 

Candidates among the pop writers 


Hollywood, April 22 


N. Y. office, 
formerly 


hiring 
with 


opened a 
Friedman, 


New York Office 


The Spina-Green Music Corp. has 
Milt 


Famous 


a ‘cumbents Peter de Rose and | Music, as general professional man- 
Abel Baer, plus John Jay Loeb, | #Ser- Firm, which was started hers 
Man Curtis. Joan Whitney and _/ /ast summer by Mac Green and Har 
Andy Raza”. Standard writers in- old Spina, is spreading to put more 
clude incumbent Douglas Moore, efficient drive behind first publica 
Bertrand Brown and Florence Tarr. tion, Spina’s “Santa Catalina.” 

Those running for the pop pub- Harry Kuh has been hired as Chi 
lishers division are Max Mayer. rep- | ‘ izo rep and Charles McGregor. 
1 nting Paull-Pioneer: Anna Fish- formerly with Pee International it 
e Fred Fisher Music; George F. N. Y., has joined home-office here a 
Briegel. George F. Briegel, Inc., an contactman 
incumbent, and Sammy Stept, Stept. es i 3 


Inc., also an incumbent. Candidates T. Tucker’s Hershey Pk. Opener 


for the standard pubs include in- Hershey, Pa., April 22. 
cumbent John Sengstack, of Clayton Tommy Tucker orch opens the 
F. Summy, and Maurice Baron, rep- 33rd season of the Hershey Park 
resenting Maurice Baron Co 3allroom on Saturday, May 3. 

= - * 

NJ 
nside Stut—Urchestras-iiusic 
Mills Music contactman Buddy Friedlander experienced a_ plugger's 

dream last week when he aired his firm’s tunes for an hour and 45 
minutes via disk jockey Hal Tunis’ WAAT,. Jersey City, platter show. 
Numbers ran the gamut from Mills’ “Sweet Rosie O'Grady” to its current 
songs. Interviewed by Tunis, Friedlander gave out with what makes a 
plugger tick. Tunis, incidentally, is polling his fans on how they feel 
about Sinatra after the Lee Mortimer sockfest. Some 3,000 letters re- 


portedly came in the first week in support of the Swoonatra. 


Bernard Herrmann, currently writing musical score, for 20th-Fox’s “The 
winner of two of the country’s 
Peabody Award, “for 
tossed Herrmann’s way by 


Ghost and Mrs. Muir,” has been named 
top music awards. Trophies are the Gearge Foster 
outstanding contributions to American music,” 
University of Georgia at Athens, and the $1000 American Design Musi 
Award for his “efforts to give more artists the opportunity to 
themselves to an ever-widening audience.” 
New York for Herrmann by Frank White, veepee of CBS. 


Unpublished the past few ygars when the original copyright expired, 

bf will 
rights 
to Gottler’s songs, including “America,” “Don’t Feel Sorry for Me,” “I'm 
An 


the 
Mills 


“America I Love’ You,” 
again be in circulation. 


Gottler 
week obtained 


standard, 
renewal 


cdgar Leslie-Archie 
Music last 


Gonna Make Hay While the Sun Shines in Virginia” and others. 
ASCAP writer since 1917, Gottler is now a Beverly Hills resident. 


( 


express 
Awards will be accepted in 
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British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending April 17, °47) 
London, April 18. 


“Anniversary Song.....Connelly 
Old Lamplighter........... Dash 
April. Showers......... Chappell 


Stars Will Remember... Feldman 
Open the Door, Richard... Leeds 
How Lucky You Are .Kassner 


Don't Fall in Love........Wood 
Rickety Rickshaw.....Southern 
Cate MRO fe ica cba s'v fo, Be 
5 Minutes More..........Morris 
China Boy, Girl. ..Macmelodies 
Hi-Jig-A-Jig.........Box & Cox 
Second 12 
Hear My Song Dix 
Sentimental Reason Maurice 
Z.in-a-Dee-Do-Dah Sun 
Call You Sweetheart Dash 
Things qWve Did Morris 
To Esch His Own Victoria 
Lasso a Dream Gay 
Whole World Singing F.D.&H 
Beginning of End Victoria 
Accordion Wright 
Keep Forgetting Wood 


You Make Love Macmelodies 








J 


. Carroll Naish Making 


Religious Records 





| Records has inked organist Wayne Roberts... 


Music Notes 


Hy Siegal, Apollo Records’ prez in Hollywood,’ conferring with Coa 
rep Ed Miller 6ver expansion of western pressing facilities. Apollo — 
signed Connee Boswell and Charlie Barnet within the week. Barnet haieae 
plattery 13 sides he waxed himself some time ago....The standard ballad 
“It Had To Be You,” has been bought by Columbia as theme for forth. 
coming Ginger Rogers-Cornel Wilde starrer of same title... Four Star 

.Jeanne McKeon Slicing four 
sides for Black & White....Dick Haymes sliced three sides for Decca on 
Coast....Sonny Terry. the blind harmonicaist in legit hit, “Finian’s Rain. 
bow,” signed for disks by Capitol. ...Frank Waxman will score WB’s forth. 
coming “The Unsuspected”....Ideal Records has made Brian Aherne pa 
offer to wax Shakespearean monologs. ° 


Harold Arlen will score forthcoming film, “Casbah”.. Norman Weber 


now topping Majestic Records’ Burbank, Cal., plant....Nelson Eddy has 
finished cutting ‘End of the Rainbow” album for Columbia .: Betty 
Hutton sliced four faces for Capitol....Emery Deutsch cut six-sided album 


of gypsy airs for Majestic Andrews Sisters had another disking Session 
g ses: 


for Decca in Hollywood Margaret Whiting has completed e ght-sided 
album of Rodgers-Hart tunes for Capitol Eli Oberstein RCA-Victor 
recording chief, back in N. Y. after flip to Coast .Bernie Goodwin and 
Eddie Wolpin, of Paramount and Famous Music firms, in Hollywood hob. 
nobbing with Coast rep, Tubby Garron Benny Geodman has etched 
‘Mahzel” for Capitol Freddy Martin band cut four for RCA: Tony 
Martin ditto Ike Carpenter orch, new Coast aggregation, etched six 
sides for Modern Records in Hollywood, on two using Hadda Brooks 
vocals. Band has been signed for transcriptions by Standard 


Jimmy Dorsey closes his N. Y. Paramount stint April 


30 and heads for 
Hollywood for a month's layoff. 


He resumes with the band May 30 at 
the U. of Richmond....Harry Hoch new professional manager of Pau]. 
Pioneer Music... Ben Selvin, Majestic waxery’s talent head, leaves for 
Pioneer Music... Majestic inked Cootie Williams band to longterm pact 

Korn Kobblers cut an album for MGM Emil Coleman waxed “Mi- 
ami Beach Rhumba” for De Luxe label Pianist Rosalyn Tureck wil] 8g 


Hollywood, April 22 some Bach early in May at England’s HMV studios. Platters will be re. 

Actor J. Carroll Naish has. gone | leased in the VU. S. by Musicraft Warbler Mel Torme winds up his 
into the recording busin ‘nm part Metro stint in “Good News’ May 1) and is slated for the Copacabana. 
ership with Edison Von Ottenfeld | N Y.. June 5 Willida Records inked moppet Frances Lynn for series of 

kidisks 

Pair have formed company, using Some 400 disk jockeys slated to receive the Helen Forrest “Ego and ‘w 
Vonna Records as their label, an promotion kit containing an MGM waxing of the tune, toy baby chick 
will produce and release albums of | & al....Red River Dave. cut eight sides for Continental while Joe Dosh 
inspirational disks. One side of sliced four for same plattery....Pied Pipers waxed “Mam’selle” for 
disk will be. given to organ music | Capitol with Paul Weston’s orch....Associated Composers pubbery re- 
while the other will contain narra- | Signed with BMI Continental plans to press American folk music for 
tions of Biblical events narrated by‘ European distribution at its Amsterdam plant currently in blueprint stage 
Nzsish. Twosome has completed cut- | -+»-Mills Music publishing some Irving Fields instrumentals for viano 
itiny initial album at International | - Sonora recording director Marie Reubens trekking to Coast for wax- 
Artists Studios, featuring 23d and ing sessions with Ginny Simms....John G. Wilson, operating veepee 
lst Psaims and the Lord’s Praver. | RCA-Victor for past three years, named veepee and general manager, 


St. 


Holdup of a ballroom in St. Loui: 
| last week netted a lone armed bandit 
| $1,500. 
thug 


Si. 


le 


St. Louis, April 22. 


invaded the third-floor 
Louis and ordered 


ashier, to hand over the 


L. Holdup Nets $1,500 


Flourishing a shiny revolver 
office 
of the Casa Loma ballroom in south 
Helen Reiss, 
money. | 
| After emptying the till, the bandit 
dashed down the steps and vanished. 


Fred D. Wilson also named as vice-prez in charge of operations while 
Joseph Teck, Mills Music's former midwest manager, to the 
home office educational dept. under Max Stark Lewin new 
professional manager at Beaux Arts Music... Jack Harris 
returned from Paris for visit with his family. 

With Billy Eckstine’s contract expiring April 30, National has some 
14 masters as a backlog on the singer, who's moved over to MGM 
Tony Gillard quartet waxed “Baciagaloop” on Sapphire label. ...Maijestic 
renewed vocalist Jack Leonard's pact Sax instrumentalist Charley 
Parker inked three-year ticket with -Gale agency....Charm Mag puffing 
Beaux Arts Music's “Two Weeks with Pay” number, with layout on 
composer-publishers Joan Whitney and Alex Kramer....Dale Evans inked 
to recording deal by Majestic....Laura Leslie joined Sammy Kaye as his 
new vocalist, replacing Mary Marlow. 


switched 
. verry 
Bandleader 


























Pres.: FRED F. FINKLEHOFFE 





Thereby Putting Us In 


NOW AVAILABLE 


ING will SING 


AMERICA’S NEW NOVELTY SONG 


“ALBUQUERQUE” 


| By FRED F. FINKLEHOFFE and SID. SILVERS 
WEDNESDAY NITE, APRIL 30, ON THE PHILCO PROGRAM 


BUSINESS with a BANG! 


ONE MILLION COPIES 


COURTLEY MUSIC CORP. 


SUNSET BOULEVARD, HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


THANK YOU, BING! 





Prof. Mgr.: LARRY DANIELS 
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. ae . It's the Timeliest, Most Contagious Ballad of the Season. 
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Lyric and Music by DARYL HUTCHINS 


new 
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t on it's the Fastest Moving Song in the Business. Revived on the Music Machines 
inked 
as his 


.- 


siways a Great Standard—Now a Popular Song Hit 
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No.’ 1 On Peatrn ‘n This Week 


THAT'S WHERE@® =! TIPPED 
ICAMEIN JR ™Y Hat 


(AND SLOWLY RODE AWAY) 
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Music by Peter DeRose 


Lyric and Music by Larry Markes and Dick Charles 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 30 songs of the week 
Published by the Office of Research, 


A Rainy Night In R.o—?r" 
A Sunday Kind of Love 
Alexander's Ragtime Band..... 
Anniversary Song—*"Jolson Story 
April Showers—*“Jolson Story” 
Guilty 
Heartaches ‘ 
How Are Things In Glocea Morra—’ 
I Believe— 


. based on the copyrighted Audience Cov- | 
erage Index Survey o} Powuler Music Broadcast over Radio Network 3. 
Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
Survey Week of April 11-17, 1947 

Time, Place, Girl”..... 


“Finian’s Rainbow” 
“It Happened in Brooklyn” 


.Witmark 
ee ....-Maurice 
. Saree Are. Wed’ Berlin 

: .,. Mood 
saa oer oe alas Maal eal Harms 
.Feist 
.Leeds 
.. Crawford 





Sinatra 


1 Can't Believe It Was All Make-Believe. ........:........-BVC 


1 Gotta Gal 1 Love—i“Ladies Man” 


I Tipped My Hat and Slowly Rode Away 


(li Close My Eyes..... 
Illusion ea ea 

{ts a Good Day. 

Linda 

ese ‘iki mies 
Managua Nicaragua 

My nes Hacienda ; 
(There Is) No Greate Love. 


Oh Why, Oh Why Did I Ever Leave Wyoming. Tee MAS Be basi 
‘Finian’s Rainbow” 


Old Devil Moon—** 
Possum Song 


Roses In the Rain .... 


Stella By Starlight .... 4s 5 Ad 


That’s Where I Came In 
To Me—?“Fabulous Dorseys” 


We Could Make Such Beautiful Music. 
When Am I Gonna Kiss You Good Morning.... 
You Can't See the Sun When You're Crying.... 


The remaining 20 songs of the 


(Peatman). 

A Gal a henry i 
Another Night Like This ..... 

Ask path Who Knows. 4 
Beware My Heart—*"Carnegie Hall” 
Bless You ie 

Egg and I—}“Egg ‘and aa 


I Love You For Sentimental Reasons 


Heather On the Hill—**“Brigadoon” 


It Might Have Been a Different Story 
My Number One Dream Come True.... 


My Pretty Girl 


Poppa Don’t Preach To “Me A Pee 


SOttte  k da oa va bad es ogee es 
That's My Desire ....-02-ccces arid 
ris Far Oia PUI icc osx 0c nte 0 23 0 O%i9 019s 


Too Many Times ... 
Unless It Can Happer n With ‘You. 
What Am | Gonna Do About You? 


What Good Would the Moon Be... 


Would You Believe Me .... 


+ Filmusical. * Lett Musical. 


‘Time, Place, Girl” 


—+“Ladies Man” ‘ 


SP a A sa ie aur,» 250 Remick 


one Famous 
rie Robbins 


Pemora 
Capitol 
Morris 
Feist 
Encore 
.Southern 
.World 
Feist 
.Crawford 
Warren 
Barton 
.Beverly 
Robbins 
Dorsey Bros. 
._BMI 
Martin 
Simon 


week, from the copyrighted ACI | 


ve gute ie Remick 

.. Marks 

..Witmark 

..Feist 

..Shapiro-B 
Miller 

; .Duchess 
Sam Fox 

» <P 
Melrose 

Republic 

Susan 
.Oxford 
Mills 

. Jefferson 

.... Advanced 

eee Stevens 

.Paramount 
Chappell 











MURRAY BAKER 
SUGGES*S FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


I’M IN 
THE MOOD 
FOR LOVE 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS 

















BENJAMIN and WEISS’ 
LATEST 


| WANT 
TO THANK 
YOUR FOLKS 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 
George Joy, Pres. 
1519 Bway = ® New York 19 
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Sablon Re-Signed 
By Victor Records 


Jean Sablon has re-signed with 
RCA-Victor records after having 
broken away from that firm. several 
years ago. He went back to Victor 
after his contract with Decca ran out 
several weeks ago. 


Sablon cut his first four sides 


‘with Victor last week on the Coast. 


He’s due to make 12 sides during | 
the first year of the contract. 





‘Former Crosby Sidemen 
Buy Hollywood Nitery' ; 


Hollywood, April 22. 

Nappy Lamare, Doc -Rando and 
Noni Bernardi are taking over Earl 
Hansen’s nitery on Ventura Blvd. 
Crew expects to open club within 30 
lays. 

All are former Bob Crosby men 
and will handle their own musical 
chores. Lamare plays guitar, Rando 
clarinet and Bernardi tenor sax, 
while Joe Sullivan may possibly fill 
the gap at piano to round out quar- 
tet. 

Reg Connelly, British music pub. 
due in N. Y. on Queen Elizabeth to- 
morrow (Thursday). 


i} most universal 











Band Reviews 


WHITEMAN TEES OFF 
SOCKO CONCERT TOUR 


By SIDNEY BURTON 


It is a quarter of a century since 
Paul Whiteman played the old| 
Buffalo Broadway auditorium with 
a portable stage and proscenium, 
and now he’s concertizing in the 
classic envirors of Buff’s swank 
longhair Kleinhans Music Hall. But 





it’s a span that has genuine signifi- | 
| cance both for Whiteman and for the 
i; development of 
| music 
Peter Maurice | concert jazz, 


American 
exponent of 
Whiteman still has a 
unique ingredient to contribute to 
the contemporary musical milieu. 
His own progression has been fully 
as great as that from the borderline 
respectability of the “concerts” of a 


modern 
As the pioneer 


quarter century ago to the now al- | 
acceptance of the | 


distinctive musjcal idiom with which 
he has long been identified. 


AS always, the ensemble’s playing | 


of Gershwin is inspired. No one 
seems able to approach the feeling 
and understanding for this music 
displayed by the group in these all- 
Gershwin recitals. To hear them is 
to realize anew that it was for this 
combination and its type that Gersh- 
win did much of his more serious 
work. The Whiteman band plays it 
with a warmth, color and resonance 


i} that shoulda put to shame the musi- 


cal bigwigs responsible for some of 
the overboard, grandiose orchestral 
blowups committed in the name of 
Gershwin. Listening to Whiteman’s 
playing of the Concerto and “Rhap- 
sody” makes it strikingly obvious 
that here was the medium that 
Gershwin had in mind in his work. 
The program, also, spots a med- 
ley Of some of the composer’s more 
popular musical comedy numbers, 
orchestral and vocal, and includes 


























| BENNY 











SIVE 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 








| TIN PAN ALLEY’S MINSTREL | 


CURRENTLY 


MONTE PROSER’S, COPACABANA 
js NEW YORK 


Limited Engagement Concluding April 30 


FIELDS 











MANA‘ SEMEN T 


54 W. Randolph St. 


) , 
site tele 
cago 





“Man I Love” and the ubiquitous 
|*“Porgy and Bess.” The Whiteman 
| touch of backgrounding these with 
| 12 mixed choristers further poign- 


melodies. 
Whiteman continues his flair for 


does “Somebody Loves Me,” “Em- 
braceable: You” and the “Porgy and 
Bess” tenor role with sharp effec- 
tiveness. In Mindy Carson. the 
maestro has another find. Whole- 
some and unaffected (she’s 19), this 
gal has a subtly provocative way 
with a song. Earl Wild, solo pianist 
for the Concerto and 





| 
ous reception. Whiteman’s deft tit- 
tle flashes of showmanship are evi- 


| dent throughout, and the band’s en- | 


cores. “I Got Rhythm” and “’S 

Wonderful.” (Then and Now). were 
| soaring. Some of the interludes 
were disfigured by clowning. and a 
| little less informality by. the maestro 
and some of the performers may 
pe be in order. 
| LOUIS PRIMA ORCH (16) 

With Jaek Powers, Cathy Allen 
| Hotel Commodore, N. Y. 

Starting with a hot quintet some | 
12 years ago at the old Famous Door, 
N. Y.. Louis Prima might well be 
termed an institution in the band 
biz. For his ubiquitous trumpet. his | 
raspy vocalling and colorful baton- 
ing are w.k. to the trade and public | 
‘like. 

Opening at the Commodore Thurs- 
dav (16) fer a_ six-week stand, 
Prima’s music is restrained and 
well-balanced, Comprising three- 
| rhythm, 
outfit pleases the dancing patrons as 
well as offering a fine show for the 
non-terpers. His repertoire shows a 
nice change of pece with tunes run- 


a Gigolo” to the 
“Angelina.” It's 
satisfy the Commodore's 
trade at the Century Room. 
Warbling “Pennies frem Heaven” 
with a segue into “Ain’t 
havin’ ” 
cilia.” His showmanly vocal tech- 
niques leave litile to be desired. 
Ex-G.I. Jack Powers. tall and rugged 
type. baritones 
reception. _He’s a former 
_ Forces Radio Services disk jockey- 
; singer who did most of his stuff in 
the ETO. 
Band 


Italian novelty. 


offers a nice 


touch on 
Where or When.” 


| to the sweeter side since his 
| N. Y. Strand appearance 
Chirping the new noveltv "Moh- 
zel,”” tall. lithe Cathy Allen con- 
tributes nothing particul: rly dis 
| tinctive in her delivery. Her’s is an 
i innocuou voice that need more 
color. Prima’s built up a= strone 
following with his dialect disks. and 
among his better recordings is “An- 
gelina.” This he pipes well with 
chorus from the 


recent 


a 
sidemen Also a 


| nice teuch is his intro of a four-! 


year-old moppet, “from the Bronx,” 
who brought half the dancers to the 
bandstand with her cute. warbline 
of “Give Me a Little Kiss” and 


i“ Josephina.” 


antly humanizes the lilt of the} 


picking ace soloisis, Bob Johnstone | 


| On the Upbeat | | 


1 “Rhapsody,” | 
_ | ets. himself and drew a tumultu- 


five-reed and _ seven-brass, | 


ning the gamut from the oldie “Just | 
evidently a bid to | 


mixed | 


' 
Misbe- | 
Prima follows with “Ce- | 


“Linda” to a solid | 
Armed | 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


———, 


Covers Totaj 


Band Hotel | tone Wak Pg 
Emil Coleman*... Waldorf (400; $2)..... secevess 27 2,560 67,175 
| Frankie Carle....Pennsylvania (500; $1- $1. 50). Genk we 1,765 21,159 
Chuck Foster .. ..-New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 16 1,295 23 455 
Lawrence Welk...Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)...... "aa 


Louis Prima..... 





* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Tito Guizar, Fred % Elaine 


Barry; Ice Revue at New Yorker. 


strong with nice lift te 5,000 
Jack Fina (Empire Room Palmer 


take to hefty 4,400 


Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)....... 
Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50). 





Chicago 


Herbie Fields (College Inn Sherman: 900; $2-$3.50 min.). 


ing Friday (18) as replacement for departing Griff Williams boosted 


soocee 4 1,365 5,560 
coe 1 1,235 1,235 
covenres ae 980 =. 23.095 


Fields going 





House: 650; $3.50 min.) Fina’s open- 


200d 


Stephen Kisley (Marine Room, Edgewater; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Out 
| of loop spot sluffed off in bad weather to 3,500. 
Don MeGrane (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 550; $3.50 min.). Increased ; 
showing to 3,200. 

Ramon Ramos (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350; $2.50-$3.50 min.: coy, er, . 
| $1). Morton Downey’s absence has hurt take badly, but Phil Regan’s bow 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 900 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1 


| Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Arne Barnett (Copacabana: 570; $4 min), 


ith neat 4,800 

Don Davis (Chez Paree: 650: $3 
the bell with fancy 5,200 
run sluffing off to 3,400. 
reflected in sizable 4.000. 


drop to 17,000. 


with decline to 15,000. 


Denny Beckner (Aragon, B, Ocea: 


(25). 


- 
Les Brown (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 5th wk). 


| sions, 


in on Friday (18) is expected to boom returns from low 1,800. 





Los Angeles 
: $1-$1.50). 
50). Around 1,900 covers. 


Sol Klein (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Last weeks of Ted 
Phil Levant (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
Buddy Moreno (Aragon: $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 


Art KasSell (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 





(Los Angeles) 
1 Park, 8th wk), 
good, helped mightily by all-nite-long Sat. session. 


Stout 2.500 tabs. 


<9 ERNE EEE Rt” 


Rudy Vallee hitting near top 


50 min.). Lena Horne still ringing 


Lewis’ 
Levant’s opening week 
Weather 


hurt business with 


Elements here also took toll 


Pulled around 6,200, 
Alvino Rey opens Fri, 


Desultory 13,000 admis- 

















New York 


Elliot Lawrence plays Richmond 


| Blues Armory, Richmond, Va., to- 
day (Wed.), moves to N.-C. State 
College, Raleigh, N. C., Thirsday 


(24), and opens a-two-week stand 
at Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, 
|Cedar Grove. N. J., April 29.... 
(Touring midwest ballrooms. Hal 
McIntyre booked at the Pla-Mor, 
| Kansas City, today (Wed.), shifts to 
/Oitumwa Coliseum, Ottumwa, Ia., 
| Thursday (24), Iowa State College, 
; Ames, Ia,, April 25, then jumps to 
;Terp ballroom, Austin, Minn., April 
29....Joe Mooney current at An- 
| kara Club, Pittsburgh, until May 4 

. Closing at the Paramount, N. Y., 
{last night (Tuesday), Louis Jordan 
/opens a week's date at the RKO 
Albee, Cincinnati, May 1....Dizzy 
| Gillespie and Illinois Jacquet clash 
in jazz battle May 15 at the County 
Center, White Plains, N. Y...Ray 
Anthony set for week’s stand -at 
Kovakos Club, Washington, D. C., 
starting Friday (25), then heads 
west on one-nighters.. 
;}combo opens at the Click, 
Friday (25). 


Philly, 


| Hollywood 


Les Brown, vocalist, Butch Stone, 
| leaving band to form own seven- 
| piece combo, which bows with indef 
stand at Billy Berg's, April 30... . 
Jerry Brent, batoneer, pacted as mu- 
| sical adviser to Modern Records. 

,Chuck Gould’s 14-piece crew now 
| being repped by GAC. Harry 


man on bass, has grouped quartet 


| here for self-booking. . . . Sherman 
| Hayes’ orch cutting for Aristocrat. 
new Coast odd-label, ... Harry Gel- 
Combo’'s sax sec-| ler, former trumpet with BG, han- 
tion doubles on clarinet for okav re- | dled all jazz orchestrations for Shir- 
Fert gen heen vo ag sage efforts | ley Temple starrer, “Honeymoon” 
| blend in we!l with the brass ; RS 5 a rf" 
| provide a firm anchor for the latter, | Tiss a Brown set- ter, fortnight st 
| Occasionally cutting loose on the Elitch Gardens, Denver, June 20... . 
|; trumpet. even Prima's tootings are | Jimmy Zito crew one-niting around 
| kept well in hand. On the whole |resion. ...Chuy Reyes’ rhumband, 
| his arrangements represent a turn |formerly on Superior label, has 


signed with Capitol. ... Paul Page. 
now leading Hawaiian agerezation. 
into Larry Potter’s Supper Club ior 


a spell. . Carol Mann has been 
inked as chirp for Charlie Barnet’s 
crew, but batoneer wants her to 


adopt new tag. ... Cab Calloway 
asking $1,500 per nieht gu 
for spring tour 
Krupa 


irantee 
hereabouts. Gene 
asking same, which has 
| caused some grimacing among pro- 
moters, who have beefed to Music 
Corp. of America that they 
| band for $1,250 last year. . . 
James 


bought 
. Harry 
started his cross-country one- 
j Hite tour with teeoll at Long Beach. 


.Tony Gillard | 


Babasin, formerly with Benny Good- | 





TOP HIT OF YESTERDAY 
GREAT 


POPULAR 
STANDARD TODAY 





An All-Time All-Timer 


THE 
WHIFFENPOOF 
SONG 


(Baa! Baa! Baa!) 


Words and Music by 
Minnigetode, Pomeroy and Galloway 


ae 


ae 
‘ Ae 
oe 
Be 





For new artist copies and 
arrangements, write or phone 
PHIL KORNHEISER, Manager, 
Standard Exploitation Dept 
619 Broadway 
6-2939 


Big 1 
New ¢ a. 19 Giver 














—Song Suggestions— 
for MOTHER'S DAY Programs 


LL HAVE THE LAST 
WALTZ WITH MOTHER 
* 


MY MOTHER’S ROSARY 
+ 
TELEPHONE YOUR MOTHER 


. 
EV’RY DAY IS “MOTHER'S 
DAY” 


————— 


MILLS MUSIC, 
NEW YORK 19 


1619 BROADWAY 


















An 
New Recordings — Just Released 


IF | HAD 
MY WAY 


Decca = 23845 
Majestic = 7212 


All-Time Favorite 


Guy Lombardo 
Phil Regan 





vmZecea acCOoOozpPa4wv 


All Material Available 


PAULL. vapeeee MUSIC CORP 


New York 19 
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Vanity Fair, N. Y, Finding It Tough 
To Pact Names on Two Weeks Basis 


e Vanity Fair, N. Y., which recently 


adopted a no-minimum policy, is go- 
jng in for a change of headliners 
every two weeks in an effort to cash 
in to a greater extent on the open- 
ing-night spenders and get a bigger 
turnover from additional patronage. 

Carl Erbe and Joe Howard, spot’s 
operators, have run-into difficulty 
on getting headliners with this pol- 
They’re finding 
performers unwilling to go into a 
N. Y. spot on a two-week deal, in- 
asmuch as a name act feels that so 
short a term might indicate lack of 
power Belle 
refused a aate 


icv at the outset 


sustained drawing 
Baker early this week 
there for that reaso! 
Spot is consequently in a dithe! 
trying to get headliners to replace 
Maxie Rosenbloom and Max Baer, 


who leave the Vanity Fair Thursday | 


(24) to open at the nearby Rio Ca- 
bana the following night. They've 


been throwing out several offers, but | 


so far none have been accepted. 
They've still to pact topliner for Fri- 


day’s opening, although Jack Pearl, | 


current there, may suffice. 
The spot has been doing good busi- 


4 Criinday hit 
oo ounaey, put 


ni from Friday 
other nights are weak. Howard and 
Erbe still refuse to release figures 
comparing business under the mini- 
mum and no-minimum policies. 
However, it’s noted that dinner 
prices have increased. They're no 
longer advertising the $2 dinner, and 
eating tariffs have gone up several 
notches, 





RITZ BROS. DEAL NIXED; 
MILES SET FOR RIVIERA 


Ritz Bros. deal for the Riviera, Ft. 
Lee, N. J., preem show May 13, has 
been called off. Lou Irwin, who 
manages the Ritzes in a wire to Bill 


Miller, Riviera boniface, confirmed is expecied to be forthcoming within 


the booking at $12,500 weekly, but 
insisted that he book the rest of the 
show. ‘ 

Miles. 


but so far, hasn't taken it up. 


SS 





' Acrobat Pardoned On 
Phoney Check Rap 


Hartford, April 22° 

Edward Leslie of 
Fla., a circus acrobat, has been par- 
doned by the Connecticut Board of 
Pardons for a crime he committed 


in 1920. A former resident of New 
Haven Leslie was sentenced to 
prison in 1920 for conspiracy to ob- 
tain money under false pretenses. He 
was released after serving 18 months 
of a two to three v@ar sentence 
Testif ng before the boar« Les- 
e claimed the rime was committed 


shortly after he came to this country 
from Flungary and before he under- 
stood English. He said he was used 
by two other men to pass’ fraudulent 
; checks without understanding what 
he was doing, 


Ice-Capades Sues 
Gov't for 756 on Loss 


Atlantic City, April 22. 
Ice-Capades, Inc., in a suit filed, 


says the show suffered $75,000 loss | 
iduring the three years it couldn't | 
get into the local Auditorium be- | 


cause of Army occupancy. Last week 
a local commission. of three fixed 
May 13 as the date for a hearing. 

| The group includes Alexander K. 
|Blatt, Edward P. Keeley and Robert 
\N. McAllister, all local 
| They were appointed by U. S. Judge 
| Thomas Madden after the suit had 
been filed in U. S. court at Camden. 
| _Presentation of testimony by both 
jsides in this unique case will take 


a decision on the amount of damages 


the next two weeks. 
Ice-Capades will be 


Jacksonville, | 


Of A. C. Auditorium 


lawyers. | 


Lucy Monroe to Tour 
Purple Heart Circuit 


Lucy Monroe has been added to 
the roster of names who have signed 
to tour the USO-Camp shows hos- 
pital circuit. It's Miss Monroe's first 
tour in sometime because of illness. 

USO-Camp Shows recently en- 





mittee headed by Sidney Piermont, 
Loew booker, to get names to vol- 
|}unteer to entertain hospitalized GIs 

There are currently 22 units tour- 
ing the purple heart circuit in addi- 
tion to many names. 


Sally Rand Held 
On Burglary Rap 


a1 enan April 22 


Sally Rand, fan and bubble dancer, 


faces a court battle in this city on} 


an entirely new charge. Miss Rand 
is charged with breaking into the 
car of a carnival train, using a crow- 
bar on the lock, in an effort to re- 
move wardrobe trunks. She was 


tempted burglary” Her 


brushes with the police have been 


previous 


on charges of indecent performance 
Its claimed by Harry W. Hennie 
of the Hennie Bros, show, a carny 


outfit which Miss Rand is tour- 
ing, that dancer attempted to bolt 
the show and take with her cos- 
tumes which had been attached by 
| the carny management. Trunks and 
| Miss Rands’ Cadillac had been at- 
| tached in lieu of a claimed $6,000 
| due the show. 

Hennie said that Miss Rand had 


| been guaranteed $60,000 for the en- | 


tire season, but when joining the 
show, demanded a flat $4.000 weekly. 


YVONNE DE CARLO TOUR 


Yvonne De Carlo. of the films, has 
been forced to call off her vaude 
itour because of last minute film 


represented |commitments. She had been slated 


by Walter Keown, a Camden attor- |to go into tHe Paramount theatre, 
Miller refused, and booked Jackie |ney, while the government's case |N. Y., among others. 


He also has an option on|will be presented by Sidney Kaplan, 
Harry Richman for initial layout,'a special assistant to the U. S. At-/a clause permitting cancellation if 


torney General. 


| Miss De Carlo’s contract carried | 


picture deals came up. 


listed vaude bookers under a com- | 


held in $500 bail on charges of. at- | 





; 


Show Biz Pals To Honor 
Makarenko’s 50th Anni 


Show biz friends of Daniel Maka- 
renko, former actor and vaude pro- 





ducer, will honor him on his golden 


] 

jubilee i the theatre with an en- 

ft 

| + 

i} terta nent and receptio a Mat 
aLis Plaza \ y M 6 

i ; 

| Maka “¢ ko, Wno qa bee oO 

for many vears on the Russian and 

American stage, also was a prolific 

proaucel of Russi: and other fix 

acts for vaude Since then he as 

appeared in several Broa \ ‘ 


auctions 


La Martinique, N.Y., 
Restores Minny And 
Slices Talent Budget 


The no-minimum poli is only 
good for niteries in transient dis 
tricts, according to Di o. WV » Op 
erates La Martinique, N. Y., in con- 


junction with Jimmy Vernon, Spot 


icy and is back to $3 and $4 min- 
imums. It reopened two weeks ago, 
after closing for one week, in ordet 
ito test the efficacy of the plan. 

| However, lack of transients in 
nitery’s sector and ihe fact that 
LM’s usual type patronage 
| worried about minimums, 
abandonment of the cheaper policy 
Meanwhile, nitery 
Carillo Saturday (19) 
paucity of 


| 
dropped Leo 
because of 
Carillo, who 


Dusiness. 


| 
| | had one more week to go on his 
STYMIED BY FILM CALL pact, was paid a half week's salary, 


about two days. After the testimony 


| $1,300, as settlement Club is now 
|featuring Janie Ford, singer. 

If there's no pickup, La Mar- 
}tinique will close for the summer 
| shortly and will reopen in Sep- 
| tember. 


Miguelito Valdes due at the Hav- 
|ana-Madrid, N. Y.. 


starting May 1. 


} 
} 


Talent Agencies Seek Names 
To Bolster Band Units for Vauders 


+ Talent agencies are 


looking to 
name personalities to hypo demand 


ifor medium bracketed bands, They 


have had difficulty in selling the 
orchs singly and are now attempting 
to package them as units topped by 
a name personality 

Main problem is in getting a suf- 
ficient number of top names. Agen- 


cies haven't enough names to take 


care of all the orchs on their lists 

Situation ; such that personal 
nanagers who have had their outfits 
) one lif c ind ould like to 
¢ heatre dates are Soliciting 
Oas apencle off S 1 set up 
( ( ‘ vould be the 
‘ ‘ ( e | ge A band 
ge gas ra lary while ) 
tou! 


This situation is the reverse of that 


|} which prevailed until shift of thea- 


tre interest from name bands to 


| 
name attractions. At that time the 


aren't | 
caused | 


bands headed the package, but with 
interest now centered on headliners, 
role of bands is now reversed. * 

A major cause of this reversal is 
the high 
orch Some meaium b} 


expenses in running an 

acketed bands 
have a payroll and travel budget 
' 


which necessitates selling price f 


more than $3,500. Since’ theatre 


bookers won't buy at those prices, 
last week dropped its no-minny pol- | 


only method of selling these orehs 
is by hitching their wagon to a star 


TRENET BOOKS HIMSELF 
ON CAN. CONCERT TOUR 


Montreal, April 22. 

Charles Trenet, French warbler, 
will do two appearances here April 
28-29. Trenet, who is at present in 
Montreal “taking it easy,’ plans a 
concert on the idea of Maurice 
Chevalier’s N. Y. appearance. Tix 
will go at $3.50 top. ‘Singer is han- 
dling all arrangements himself. 

After his Monireal shows, Trenet 
will depart on a series of one night- 
ers in Quebec centers” including 
Quebec City, Three Rivers, Sorel, 
Drummondville, Victoriaville. Hell 
also appear in Ottawa after which 


|he’ll return to N. Y. for his May 15 
‘opening at Loew’s State. 
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“‘When a single comic can fill a 
Roxy with laughter, THAT’S BIGTIME’’ 


JACKIE MILES 


large as the 





*% 


house as 


OPENING 


BILL MILLER’S 


VIERA 





Thanks to 
FOR 





FT. LEE, N. J. 


Exclusive Management: 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
NAT KALCHEIM, Persoral Manager 





———— . 





MAY 13th 


the ROXY THEATRE and SAM RAUCH 
MY 5th RETURN ENGAGEMENT 








—— 





ee 


. 
! 
j 
y 
3 
| 
: 
; 





Tit Shs AO pre ener 





ae 


wien 2 Ree 


44 VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, April 23, 1947 





Jersey Resorts Favor 3% Tax Bite 
On Amusements, Hotel Rooms, Liquor 


Atlantic City, April 22. 

With the Luxury Tax bill a state 
law, voters here are expected to ap- 
prove a local referendum over- 
whelmingly as they go to the polls 
next month—the date to be set 
this week. 

The law as adopted by the Legis- 
lature calls for a local referendum 
providing shore resorts in New Jer- 
sey desire to tax 3% on amusements, 





hotel rooms and liquor. Also a 2c. | 
cigaret tax. | 
| 

Governor Driscoll allowed the 


bill to become a law without his | 
signature after demanding that it | 
be re-passed in the Legislature after | 
several Assemblymen who were} 
listed as having voted for the bill} 
later saying their votes 


were | 


publican leader, Senator Frank S. 
Farley. 

Money derived from tax will be 
used here to give the resort a gen- 
eral face-lifting. During the course 
of a year the pennies from a luxury 
tax add up to more than $1,500,000 
a season. The previous tax which 
was fought in the courts and later 
declared invalid brought that much 
money into the city treasury. 

These funds will be available to 
fight erosion here, and to make the 
resort more attractive generally to 
the visitor. One of the projects is 
the re-building of the old Garden 
pier, with its theatre and big ball- 
room. 

So far officials of only one other 
city have indicated they will take 


wrongly counted. The bill was put; advantage of the luxury tax and call 


through the Assembly the second | 
time, with up-state delegates voting | 
against it, including the powerful | 


Essex delegation. It got through the 
Assembly with a few votes to spare | 


and passed in the Senate under the | 


guidance of the Atlantic County Re- 


BARON 


AND 


BERNA 


America’s Newest 
Dancing Sensations 


NOW ON TOUR. 


FRANKIE CARLE 


and His Orchestra 


j 
' 
| 














Appearing et 
PALACE, AKRON 


(April 25-27) 


PALACE, YOUNGSTOWN 


(April 28-30) 


Thanks to Harry Kilby 
and Leonard Romm 


Exclusive Management 
GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 





———————— 


Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 
*% Draw from our brary, one of the 
largest, mest comprehensive in 
Showbiz! 
*% 1947 Catalog FREE! 
* Exclusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Read, L. 1. City 2, N.Y. 
Astoria 8-6065 


Telephone: 





'a chaser 








for a referendum to apply the law. 
Somers Point,*a suburb of the re- 
sort, which has numerous cafes and 
bars, will apply the tax Mayor Fred 
Chapman has indicated, 

There is little doubt but that all 
seashore towns will save their tax- 
payers money by shifting some of 
the burden onto the visitor through 
the tax and most of them are ex- 


| pected to fall in line when they see 


their neighbors profiting. 





N.O. Clip Joints Sing 


| 
| 


Blues While Legit 
Niteries Now Get Biz 


New Orleans, April 22. 

While many other 
lines is holding its own and in some 
instances hitting all-time highs, 
nitery and bar owners in the his- 
toric French Quarter are singing 
the blues. 

This doesn’t apply to the better 
spots, some of whom report business 
holding up well. But it does apply 
to most of the smaller joints which 
tried to get rich overnight. 

During the war and in the lush 


business in 


' months thereafter everything except 
second class 
bistros to hold up the customers. 


a gun was used in 
Ten cents worth of whisky, ice and 
brought prices varying 
from 45 to 85 cents. 

The goose that laid the golden egg 
may not be altogether dead but his 
throat has been seriously cut. Many 
of the places in question—there are 
notable exceptions where business 
has been on the level and continues 
good—are resorting to quotas of beer 
jand soft drinks these days. 

Night life was bound for a slump 
when the war industries closed but 
the drastic decline now is something 
for which many operators cam thank 
themselves Some say business gen- 
erally is bad and others blame their 
troubles on the reform city adminis- 
tration for keeping the gambling 
and vice lid on. , 

But you can’t laugh off indices 
| like sales tax collections which re- 
cently were $670,610, or 42% above 
the same month in 1945. 
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Q@ENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
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BUILDING ANNEX 
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Mont’l Waiters Protest 
Proposed Tax on Tips 


Montreal, April 22. 

Following action in U. S.. last 
week where nitery waiters were 
tagged for income tax on their tips, 
Canadian authorities are getting 
ready to clamp down and try to get 
in on that gravy. 

Waiters in local niteries, some of 
them getting no more than §10 
weekly are organizing a solid front 
against such a move by the tax au- 
thorities. _ Some cafe owners, it’s 
claimed, have already received let- 
ters asking the modus ‘operandi of 
the tipping system in their spots. 

Waiters argue that tips are gifts 
from customers and as such are not 
taxable. Federal action may boome- 
rang on the nitery trade because if 
the government gets tough enough, 
the tray toters may refuse to work 
under the present setup of wages. 


Wash. Making Pitch 


For Tourist Trade 


Washington, April 15. 








Washington is going strongly after 
the tourist biz in an effort to keep its | 
hotels, eateries arlti amusement spots | 
humming. 


Local Board of Trade opens an 
$85,000 fumd drive May 1 to help 
bring in the gawkers. Among the 
heads of the various divisions: in the 
campaign: Carter T. Barron (Loew's) 
and John J. Payette (Warners) 
amusement; and Carleton D. Smith, 
manager of WRC (NBC), radio sta- 
tions. 

Washington,. which ranks fairly 
close behind New York as a tourist 
magnet, discouraged this business 
during the war because of the lack of 
accommodations. It is now out after 
it again and—due to the White House 
being once more open to the public 
and with Congress in session—is do- 
ing a good job. 

Biggest shot in the arm was the 
Cherry Blossom Festival April 12- 
13, complete with pageaht, airplanes 
over and the crowning of Nancy An- 
derson, daughter of the Secretary. 
of Agriculture, as Cherry Blossom | 
Queen. 

Ceremonies drew biggest crowd in 
history this year. The hotels, of 
course, were the chief beneficiaries. 
Rooms were impossible to get. over 
the weekend, even if you knew a 
Senator, and many of the hostelries 
upped the bits by several bucks per 
room as the tourists poured in beg- 
ging for a bed anywhere. 

While the crowds attended the fes- 
tival and otherwise took in the sights 
in the daytime, evening business 
benefited the mid-town film theatres, 
restaurants and even the niteries. 
Latter really need the business here 
—but need it in the mid-week, not on 
the weekend. 


POX EPIDEMIC STYMIES 
SAILING OF HORSE ACT 











Smallpox scare in New York is 
stymying exportation of animal acts. 
Lorena Carver, who has a horse act 
that’s slated to play parks in Oslo 
and Stockholm, has been refused 
passage by steamship lines. Ship- 
ping firms have clamped an embar- 
go on animals until health authori- 
ties declare the danger of epidemic 
to be over. 

Date of Miss Carver's sailing is | 
now indefinite. 





Ky. Niteries Slough Game 
Rooms Till After Election 


Political situation ground (Cov- 
ington and Newport. Ky., has 
caused closing of all casinos in the 
area. Spots using big budget shows 


which include the Lookout House. 
Covington: the Beverly Hills Coun- 
try Club, Glenn. Rendezvous and 
the Latin Quarter, Newport, have 
yeen ordered to close the gamin: 
rooms pending clarification of the 
current situatior 

Item which hes all the spots on 
the griddle is the fact that the May 
rapa jury is set to meet May 10 

Anoth factor hich made po 
litical chieftair issue the ub-rosa 
order shuttering the green felt ac- 
tivity, is the comir local electior 
sometime n Jun Whether the 
casinos continue, may depend 
on the outcome of election 

Meanwhile the ubs aren't slic- 
ing talent budvget on the premise 


that too drastic cuts would attract 





aitention. 


| and lauded the 


| Leo Carillo, W. C. Handy, Bob Hawk 


Town Casino, Buff., Into Low Budgets 
With Ice Show After Top Name Policy 


+ 
vv 





Askey Back to England 
To Do New Summer Revue 


Arthur Askey is trying to get 
aboard the Queen Elizabeth, sailing 
this week, cutting his first-time-in- 
America vacation short so that he 
and Florence Desmond can ad lib 
some revue ideas for the new Im- 
perial, Brighton (London summer! 
resort) show. This runs from June 
to mid-September. Jack Hylton pro- 
duces, 

It’s a variety revue and will co- 
star them and Eddie Gray. Miss | 
Desmond just closed at the Blue 
Angel, N. Y., nitery. Askey came 
to the States with his wife, child 
and manager. 

If he can’t get on the Bess, Askey’s 
party is set to sail May 6 on the 
Mauretania. 


Oldtimers Wow at NVA 
Benefit, 106 Netted 
For Its Welfare Fund 


The 3ist annual benefit of Nation- 
al Variety Artists at the Majestic, 
N. Y., Sunday (20) night grossed 
$17,000 from ticket sales and souve- 
nir program, which after deductions 
of federal tax and other expenses 
will leave a net of $10,000. Sum 
goes into the welfare fund of the 
organization for charity work among 
its “members. 

George Jessel, recently elected 
prexy of NVA. chairmanned affair 
in absentia, being unable to plane 
in from the Coast because of pro- 
ducer chores at 20th-Fox. How- 
ever, he had given remote assistance 
in lining up show, aided on the 
scene by S. Jay Kaufman, who also 
emceed the affair, and Joe Verdi. 
head of organization's entertainment 
committee. 

Lester Rase again handled ticket ; 
sales and promotion. Tommy Man- 
ville, who was in the audience, made 
a substantial contribution to the 
fund, according to Kaufman's an- 
nouncement from stage. He also 
read a wire from Jessel telling them 
to “keep vaudeville alive as much 
as pessible. he may have to come 
back to it.” 

Show ran over three hours and 
spotted some 20 acts on the bill. 
Nostalgic note was sounded in the 
curtain raiser, “Stars’of Yesterday,” 





The Town Casino, Buffalo, after 
spending heavily on top names, ig* 
temporarily abandoning the idea, 
and dickering for an ice show for 
summer run. 

Harry . Altman, spot’s operato 

. , rT, 
has found that there's little left after 
the high talent prices are paid of. 
He’s now trying to angle his opera. 
tion. 

Since the first of the year, Town 
Casino has played Olson and John. 
son at $10,000 weekly; Milton Berle 
whose salary was prorated at $10,500 
per week; Martha Raye at $5,000: 


| Eleanor Powell at around $5,000 and 


Mickey Rooney, 
over $10,000. 

In addition to these top prices, 
Aliman, in most cases, has had to 
run surrounding talent which cost 
an additional $3,000 and $1,200 for 
music. 


whose salary ran 


Altman’s spot seats 1,000 and dur- 
ing the name shows, spot enjoyed 
healthy business, but even with the 
giant capacity, returns to the cafe 


| didn’t warrant the huge outlay 
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emeeed by Billy Gould and project- 
ing such talented oldtimers§ as 
Jeanette Dupree, Billy Hines, Tom 
Barrett, Minnie Allen and Maude 
Nugent, who literally tore down | 
the house with their songs, dances | 
and comicalities of the Tony Pas- | 
tor’s era. Another wow, of the bill | 
was closing stint by George Shelton 








and James Little. who reprised a 
Lambs Club skit, “Ancient History,” 
whose tinge of naughtiness had them 
rolling in the aisles. 

Others contributing in a big way | 
to sustaining the laugh metier were | 
Jack Pearl and Cliff Hall in their | 
slick comedy act; Max Baer and 
Maxie Rosenbloom with their zany 





STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
Opening May ist 
HIPPODROME, BALTIMORE 
a1K.: MATTY ROSEN 








repartee and parodies: Bobby Clark, 








from “Sweethearts”: Irving Caesar 
with his tolerance songs: Billy Gil- 
bert in his sneezing bit, and Jules 
Munshin with his comediantics. The 


THERE'S ONLY ONE 








Marvelettes, gal acro troupe, vied | 
with the Moroceans for tops in that 
division. 
Fannie Hurst, novelist, appeared 
Z performers for the | 
merriment they had contributed to | 
the American scene. Roy Atwell 


and others 


rounded out the long 
show. 


Edba. 


Mitzi Green to Copa, N.Y. 


FRANCES 
TAYE 


Currenity Featured at the 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


Direction: M.C.A. 





Mitzi Green goes into the Copa- 








cabana, N. ¥.. May 28, to follew Car- 








men Miranda 

Depending on picture commit- 
ments, Peter Lind Hayes may follow | 
Miss Green into the spot 


Willie Howard ha 
the Latin Quarter. N. Y., around 
July 6 after run of Sophie’ Tucker. | 
iazzone-Abbott dancers are on the | 
same. bill 


| 
s been signed for ii 5 
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AGVA Sets Nat'l Convention Plans 
At Cincy Confab; 44's to Get Report 


American Guild of Variety 
ists held a three-day pre-convention 
session at the Hotel Gibson, Cin- 
cinnati, last week. Purpose of meet 
was to have Matt Shelvey, national 
r of the talent union, set for- 
forthcoming national con- 


directo 
’ 


mula for 


vention 

Shelvey had previously submitted 
two methods of operation for the 
itional confab. One was to have 
nominations made on the conven- 
tion floor. the other to have the 52 


branches of AGVA elect delegates 
from their locals to the convention 
serving as nominators 
The latter procedure will be adopted. 

Shelvey, who returned to his N. Y. 
headquarters yesterday (Tues.), said 
that the meeting was attended by 
24 branch heads of the union and the 
delegate system of nominating offi- 
cers and board of governors ‘(some- 
thing which AGVA has not had 


with these 


since 1942, when the 4 A's took over | 


affairs of the union) was unanimous- | 
ly approved as the most democratic 
manner in which to give the entire 
membership a voice in the elections. 


Shelvey plans to meet next week 


with the 4 A’s national board to} points up the fact that the patronage 
jis interested in little else. 











COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 

3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol. or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES” 


. (How to Be an Emcee) 


$3.00 Per Copy 


No C.0.D.’s on any material! If en 
route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th S:., New York 19, N.Y. 




















HELENE and HOWARD 


"Comedy Dance Antics’ 


Currently 


ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


HELD OVER 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 


Art- {make his report on the Cincy con- 


clave and get a final okay and date 
set for the convention. 

Meanwhile branch reps, upon re- | 
turn to their respective areas, will 
immediately make plans for a gen- 
eral meeting to elect delegates. Ac- 
cording to present setup, branches 
will be entitled to one delegate for 
every 200 members in communities 
with large membership rolls. How- 
ver, small branches with lesser 
membérs will be alloted one or more 
delegates proportionately. 

Convention has been tentatively 
set for the Hotel Sherman, Chicago, 
at the end of May. Union, however, 
will have to get the greenlight from 
the 4 A’s before making it definite. 





Freudian Slanted | 
Chirpers Click On 
At Monkey Bar, fi. Y. 


Further research into the N. Y. in- 


timeries featuring Freudian frolics 


stead of the inner man. 


and the Romany Room. 
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Roy’s New Berth 


John Roy, former managing di- 
rector of the Rainbow Room iQery 
atop the RCA Building, N. Y., is 
veepee and general manager of the 
Mollet enterprises, a valet service 
in the underground concourse in Ra- 
dio City, N. Y. 

He’s now catering to the outer in- 





Two Major Niteries 


|dra Barrett, Nancy Doran, Julie Wil- 





Left in Washington 
Hitting Boom Biz 


Closing of several Washington 
clubs during the past year has 
diminished the number of Capital 
niteries to two major spots which 
are now in a comparatively solid 
position. Bulk of the D.C. cafe busi- 
concentrated at the Cairo | 


ness 1S 


Washington cafes that have shut- 
tered during the past year include 
Delmonico’s, Treasure Island and the 
China Clipper. The Bali is now a 
cocktail lounge. 

Cairo because of its capacity, can 
use high priced names such as 
Martha Raye who got $4,500 when 
she played that spot recently. Busi- 
ness according to Sam Shanker, 


spot’s operator, is proportionately 


|and the crowds will keep coming 


|} timers who came back from retire- 


Night Club Reviews 


Copacabana, N. Y. 
Benny Fields, Greb. & Lober, San- 


son, Fernando Alwarez: Line (8); 
Michael Durso Orch; $3 minimum 
weekdays and Sundays; $4 Satur- 
days. 





New York nitery operators seem 
finally to have found the answer to 
declining biz—merely feature a vet 
showman who's still remembered, 


back like a song. After a highly 
successful three weeks with Ruth Et- 
ting, Copacabana _  boniface 
Proser has come up now with Ben- 
ny Fields, and the way the audi- 
ence greeted him the night caught 
(18) indicates he might outdraw 
Miss Etting. 


recent French vocalizin mig 
such as uncle Jean, Maurice Chee’ 
lier, Charles Trenet and the otherg 
As for Miss Williams, this is a res 
turn engagement the number 0 
which no one recalls, they've be 
so frequent. Why is clearly eviden 
since her brand of super-sophisti; 
cated pianology is in the musica} 
idiom on which Barney Josephso 
built this subterranean palace 0 
pleasure, 

Miss Hathaway likewise has been 
here before, as well as at the bistro’g 
tonier uptown counterpart She’s 


Monte | also been a regular on “The Gloom 
Ly 


Dodgers” show on WHN., N. Y. Eye- 
fully couturiered in an off-the. 
shoulder gown and rather attractive 
she frequently resorts to the closed 





Unlike some of the other old- 
ment, Fields, of course, has been | 
doing his song stint continually 
through the years. This is his first 
date in a N. Y. nitery in three years, 
though, which practically makes him 
an oldtime newcomer. Making the 
most of his w.k. props, including the 
top hat and walking stick, the guy 
still sells his stuff admirably and 
though his overly-dramatic gestures 
might seem corny to bobby-soxers, 


who are used to seeing their idols | °% 
cling to the mike, Fields has the | es 


same entertainment touch that has | 


kept others of his generation popu- | & 


| the vocal department. He: 


eyelid routine to make up with ful} 
visual flavor for what she lacks in 
Voice is 
sultry, rather than sweet and full 
and you have to be particularly 
prejudiced in favor of this type of 
warbling to appreciate three 
weekends only. 


(Continued on page 47) 
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cunt | 














upped by use of big names, although 


lar for so long. 
Illustrating that his styling is also 


At the 
Hotel Elysee’s Monkey Bar, the man- 
agement apparently insists that each 
performer do at least one clean 


in this spot. The chantooseys get 
the crowd back as soon as singing 


| dissertations on sex return. 


As far as business is conceri:ed at 
the Monkey Bar, the rope’s up every 
,night with many customers making 
this spot a regular stop. The payees 
are familiar with the audience par- 
| ticipation material — which comes 
| from regular association. Two of the 
three-act bills have been at this boite 
for some years, and consequently, 
it's old stuff to many, but appar- 
|ently the house likes a repetition 
of the constant flow of risgaieties. 
| Of the perform:‘rs on tap here, 
Justine Wayne, who’s been making 
this bar for several years, has the 
choicest line of ribaldry. There's 
little need to document her numbers, 
| insamuch as they’re all on the same 
| subject, but her efforts indicate ,a 
smoothness of 
shows a hep personality. Fortu- 
nately, she’s able to slough off the 
blue extremities with a high degree 
|.of charm. i 
than adequate for backgrounding. 

Another regular here is Jack Ar- 
i'nold, who performs in the same 
manner. His material is virtually a 
/rewrite of gents’ room stories which 
ij have long lost their freshness. He 
does have a good bit of business 
| worked out with the waiters and 
' bartenders who chime in with the 

punchlines for him. 
| Newcomer here is Virginia Mai- 
‘son, a Cali*ornia importation, who 
\is still unaccustomed to the effete 
|; manners of the east. On her opening 
{night she was obviously holding 
| back not knowing how the audience 





would go for the indigoisms. She 











NEW COMEDY MATERIAL SALE! (comi's 
Mc's dise jockeys, etc.). How would you like 
te own gag files of ORIGINAL, fresh gags? 
Now you can—simply order PUNCH LINES, 
nos. |, 2, 3 or 4—$1 each file. Authored by 
top cagmen 50 surefire, original Comebacks 
to Hecklers $2...COMEDY TEAM CROSS- 
FIRE $2 LAFFile collection of bellylaffs 


== has a slight voice and good piano 


accompaniment. Her material is new 
to the mob and didn’t contain as 
much interest partially because of 
her nervous delivery. However, 
she'll work out at this spot once 
she gets the feel of the room and 
becomes acquainted with the clien- 








$1. Order now! 
LAVOWS: UNLIMITED 
276 W. 43 St. — New York City 














tele 


of oldsters among the audience. And 
}none of ‘em walk out. What's thi: 
older generation coming to? Jose. 














number during their turns. There's 
no surer way of losing the audience | 


delivery and _ she}! 


Her piano work is more | 


The room gets a hefty sprinkling 


names are not always a guarantee of 
business. One of the best weeks 
|he’s had at the spot was drawn by 
Johnny Desmond, whom Shenker 
described as an “unknown name.” 
Washington population has dimin- 
ished from its wartime high, conse- 
| quently, the town isn't able to sup- 
port a large number of niteries. It’s 
'believed the city can stand another 
spot, but searcity of top names will 
probably discourage new enterprises. 


‘USO-CAMP SHOWS TO 
| AUCTION EFFECTS TODAY 


USO-Gamp Shows will auction off 
| its stock of costumes, props, scenery, 
today (Wednesday), at its W. 62d 
}street, N. Y¥. warehouse. Auction 
will include all show items not cur- 
rently in use in USO productions and 
|'will include electrical equipment, 
| wardrobe, streetwear and public ad- 
' dress systems. 
Camp Shows is currently engaged 
|in the process of liquidating its assets 
| prior to its disbanding Dec. 31. 
Any new units formed will hence- 
| forth get along on items supplied by 
ithe Army or what is currently being 
; used by other Camp Show- units 
| abroad. 





| 





i 
| 





‘Martin’s N.Y. Strand Date 


| Freddie Martin is slated to play 
| his first New York theatre date in 
some years with a date at the 
Strand theatre, July 8. 

Maestro has lately been running 
ja record shop in Los Angeles, and 








Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., April 22. 


Big Town znd home. 

Ann Rowe, cashier of the Reel 
theatre, Pearisburg, Va., checked 
in last week for rest and observa- 
} tion. 


Jack Clancy, Will Rogers X-ray 





George Libby for 
one solid success- 
ful year at Latin 
Quarter, Boston. 


1576 Broadway 





A NEW SINGING PERSONALITY 


CLIFF 
HAYDEN 


THANK YOU 


Personal Management 


GEORGE A. LIBBY 


Miles Ingalls for 
the opportunity for 
my current success 
at the Glenn Ren- 
dezvous, Ky. 


Phone: Circle 6-1737 


technician, back after a week in 
N. Y. C. to look over.X-ray labs at 
N. Y.’s Medical Center. 

Jerry LaRose (Princess Nztoma), 
: who recently licked operation at the 
French hospital, N. Y. C., back and 
continuing the cure at the Rogers. 

Edith Garzke was given the green 


Hempstead, L. L. 


Charles Benedict shot in 
Cornwall, Ontario, to bedside of his 
daughter, Princess Elda Benedict, 
who is showing nice improvement. 

Frank (RKO) Scheedel mastered 


month period. He is now resting 
comfortably. 


Red Cross drive at the Will Rogers 
went over the top by a large margin. 
Sam Lefko and Marie Southard 
handled collections. 

Hugh Carney, CBS staffer, mas- 
tered first stage of the thoracoplasty 
operation. : 

The Junior League Club ind the 
Downtown 
launching a $250,000 drive for the 
Trudeau sanatorium here 

Among those showing a marked 
improvement from the streptomyocin 
jtreatment are Victor (IATSE) 
Gamba, Louise Barnes, Helen Inglee 
and Tootie Emerson. 
| Walter Hoban, who took three 
successful stages of the thoracopzisty 
operation, hag been upped for pix, 
on amazing comeback. 





| (Write to those whe are ill.) 





| faves he helped popularize, includ- 





|; chanicat motions. 


applicable to the newer tunes, Fields 
tees off with “Show Business” and 
“Good Day.” but then gets down to 
business with his nostalgic stuff, in- 
cluding “Silvery Moon,” “You Made 
Me Love You,” “Rosie,” ete. He 
even plugs his and Blossom’s 27th 
wedding anni with “Anniversary 
Song” and the audience eats it up. 
For an encore, he gets the payees 
to join him on a group of the old 


ing “Melancholy Baby,” etc. It’s a 
good stunt for the niterys and earns 
Fields a well-deserved begoff. 











McCOY 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Currently 
PARAMOUNT 
THEATRE 
St. Paul, Mina. 
M ement 
MUSART CORP. 





Rest of the show is up to the usual | 
lush Copa standards, “which rates 
Doug Coudy a nod for his staging 
job and Billy Livingston the same 
for the costumes. Greb and Lober. 
a _ couple of personable youngsters, 
offer a welcome change from the 
usual nitery dance teams with their 
eccentric, modern ballet routines. 
Attractively costumed but with bare 
feet, their loose-limbed stuff, featur- 
ing plenty of arm-waving and’ me- 
is well set and 
ably executed. Gal's blond locks 
contrast nicely with her partner’s 
dark locks and the kids project their 
personalities neatly, earning them 
plenty salvos. 

Sandra Barrett, a wolf-call brunet, 
pleases with her fast tap numbers. 
After opening with some rhythmic 
spins, she comes back with more 
of the same and then seques into 
a waltz beat. Gal demonstrates 
plenty of versatility in her routines, 
which combined with her looks and 
sharp, clean stepping, earns her 
hefty applause. 

Line, comprising some _beauts, 
opens with Julie Wilson on the sing- 
ing end of “Strawberry Moon,” one 
of the three new tunes penned for 
the show by Bob Hilliard and Sam- 
my Mysels. ” Other two, including 
Easy Goin’” and “One Brazilian in 
a Million” are equally good, but it's 
Easy Goin’” which shapes up best 
as a hummable ballad. Balleterper 
Nancy Doran joins the line in each 
number with some 
spins. 

Mickey Durso and his orch back 
the show neatly and double for 
dancing with the Copa samba band 





| Gallic 


light and returned to her home in| twe acts that are more or less regu- 


from | Lou Williams, who makes with the 


R . , rassy ( 7 i . . 
three major operztions during a two- 4s, issy (New Acts) is a newcomer: 


Assn. of N.Y.C. are | 


featuring Fernando Alvarez on the 


Dorothy Martin furloughed to the | Vocals. Latter is also spotted in the 
Brazilian” number that winds the | 


| show. Stal. 


_—_— 


Cafe Society, D’ni’n. N.Y. | 
Jacques Passy, Mary Lou Williams. | 
|Ann Hathaway, Gene Sedric Band | 


(5), Cliff Jackson, Minimum, $2.50 
+ here and Sundays; $3 Satur- 
ays. 


| warbler Jacques Passy— 
“whose principal claim to fame seems 
| to be that he is a nephew of Jean 
| Sablon—heads an abbreviated line- 
| Up which consists of himself and 


lar repeaters here. They are Mary 
piano in an uncommonly Stylish 
way, and Ann Hathaway, who 


torches tunes in the accepted deep- 
throated fashion. . 


this country who doesn't make 


| the grade with the top echelon of | 


niftily-done | 


Booked by 


HARRY A..ROMM 
38 E 57th St 


& Y 


New | ola ) 








till s&s ; | 
ROBERTS 


MENTALISTS ona AMAGICAL MASTERS 


Currently 
LATIN QUARTER 
sm = NEWPORT, KY. 


Per. Rep.: HARRY GREEN 

















NEED NEW GAGS? Den 
Frankel's entertainers bul- 
letins, NOW BIGGER & 
BETTER. Contain new 
original gags, parodies, 
monologues, band novel- 
ties, patter. Five differ- 
ent issues, $1.60. 12,000 
words of fun. Query me 
fer individual material. 
> Don, Frankel, Desk V, 
1508 Se. Heman Avé., 
Chieage 23. 
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Lois LEE 


“AMERICA’S SINGING BEAUTY” 
Two Weeks Beginning April 21st 


Hollanden Hotel, Cleveland 


—— 
































FOR SALE 


Baker Ice Machine, compressor, set 
of pipes, 7% h.p. motor. Complete. 
Geed condition, $1500. Now in ware- 
house Chicago. Inspection appoint- 
ment can be arranged. Variety, 
Rox F, 360 N. Michigan Ave., Chi- 
cago, OL 

















Starting April 24 





' Paramount, Tolede 


wen ——————_——— 





Mgt.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 
565 Fifth Avenve, New York 
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Night Clu 


Cafe Society, D’nt’n, N.Y. 
bers in a row that seem to be _— 
in the exact same manner an 
Encore tune, “Gypsy in My 
Soul,” is a welcome switch that 
might well have been included as 
one of the original trio. In any 
event, this spot seems io get enough 
of the regular Greenwich Village 
trade who go for Miss Hathaway’s 
type of burning ballads to gain her 
plenty of appreciation when it comes 
time for the palm-patter, 

Gene Sedric’s five-man jive outfit 
is no small addition to the CSD 
show, with the boys not only doing 
their sophisticated instrumentaliz- 
ing, butgcontributing a couple vocal 
numbers. Filling in between sets is 
Cliff Jackson, like Sedric, a hold- 
over, who’s a topnotch ivoryizer in 
that hep style the customers like. 

Herb. 


Cire’s Hollywood 
Hollywood, April 17. 

Jean Sablon, Jan Savitt Orch, Don 
Alfredo Orch; $2 cover. 

In for only two weeks, Jean Sab- 
lon is a cinch to keep film colony 
flocking to this Sunset Strip spot in 
droves, 

French singer’s debut here drew 
packed house which responded en- 
thusiastically despite tremendous 
handicaps under which Sablon 
worked. Opening night, after hot- 
test day of year, club’s air-condition- 
ing was on the fritz, but sweltering 
crowd ignored heat and vagaries of 
temperamental p.a. system to howl 
for encores. 

Opening with two French tunes, 
Sablon mixed his 30-minute stint 
with a few American numbers and, 
by request, some of his better known 
Gallic ditties. His “Rainy Night in 
Rio,’ “These Foolish Things” and 
“The Girl That I Marry,” delivered 
in the Sablon style, brings shouted 
demands for encores. And his “Le 
Fiacre” and “Pigalle,” in which the 
crowd joins, gets almost complete 
participation. 

His gestures and asides spark the 
great performance and Jan Savitt 
deserves kudos for able backing job 
despite interruptions. Don Alfredo 
crew alternate for dansapation. 


Embassy, N. Y. 
Jose Melis and Ralph Font Orchs, 
Galante & Leonarda, Yvette; $2.75 
minimum, 


Only two acts on the current bill, 
and each a palm-winner. Yvette, 
the husky-voiced blonde looker, is 
the headliner, and Galante and 
Leonarda get over with their nifty 
ballroom stunting. 

Of recent years Yvette has been 
playing mostly out-of-town supper 
spots, and she still is an arresting 
personality with Her strong sense of 
salesmanship and choice of pop and 
special-materia] tunes. She wisely 
routines herself to take care of a 
limited voice range, though she 
should cut down on her time. When 
caught, the audience seemed intent 
at keeping her on almost intermin- 
ably, but it would be best if she left 
em begging. 

Galante and Leonarda have more 
than the usual amount of stunts for 
a ballroom team. In fact, one is 
more apt to recognize them as an 
acro pair than asa dance duo. The 
man in particular shows acro train- 
ing, while the girl is an especially 
smart-looking, dark-haired looker, 
and no little of the act’s interest is 
garnered because of the girl’s looks. 

hey have a little stunt of the guy 
sitting down at a patron’s table, for 

a rest”, meanwhile jostling one of 
the table’s male customers onto the 
floor to dance with his partner. It 
could be a good bit, one supposes, 
but more often than not the patron 
18 One who doesn’t lend himself ap- 
propriately to such foolery, and the 
result is negligible. 

Otherwise, there are the orchs of 
Jose Melis and Ralph Font, each of 
Which is sock for. the dancing. 
Melis, a fine technician of the 
ivories, unfortunately is not one to 
handle the introductions for the 
show because of a negligible per- 
sonality. When he sits down for 
some of his piano solos, however, 
one can easily forgive his afore- 
mentioned inadequacy. Kahn. 





Copacabana, Chi 
Chicago, April 18. 
Rudy Vallee, Pierre D'Angelo & 
Vanya, Jack Durant, Arne Barnett 
Ap (16), Line (15); minimum 


Rudy Vallee’s first midwest club 


stint in many years is definitely in | 


the hit class as long as he sticks to 
the stuff he did in his heyday in the 
20s. Audience was strictly from Mis- 
souri for the first half of the show 
Sut from there on in, he captured it 
with his disarmingly sincere per- 
ormance. New material, including 
ventro skit and several mimic rou- 
tines, helped very little, but the 
Stuff that had made him famous dur- 


ng the past years received plaudits | 


that kept him behind the lights for 
almost an hour and a half. 
tunes, outstanding were “My Time 

our Time,” “Whiffenpoof Song,’ 
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eviews 


Py. and “Allouette,” all from 
his helcay, 
Overall show is probably the best 
production in town. Costume-wise, 
terp-wise, music-wise and act-wise, 
the combination precludes any dull 
moments. Arne Barnett and his orch 
sustain things with dance music that 
is an intermixture of sweet and 
smooth numbers and South Ameri- 
can rhythms. Orch comprises four 
fiddles, four sax, two trombones, 
three trumpets and three rhythm. 
Production is interspersed with 
smart ballroom duo, Pierre D’An- | 
gelo and Vanya, and an ace comic, 
Jack Durant. Ballroom duo is un- 





questionably one of the best in its | 
class, having a sharp sense of timing | 
and graceful gyrations. Femme has 
a natural gracefulness that sets off | 
and accgntuates slick terping to | 
“Embraceable You,” “Speak Low,” 
“Holiday for Strings,” Debussy’s 
“Prelude” and “Tico Tico.” 

Spotted in middle of the bill, just 
at the point when too much beauty 
might be cloying, Durant takes over 
with a short but fast routine of 
hilarious mimicry and satire. Ace 
bit is his satiric panning of Vallee. 
Basic rave is that Vallee can’t do 
what he can, including a backward 
flip, but still gets $7,500 per week. 
Fundamentally same routine, with 
pointed mimes of Gable and Grant 
and a rousing Jolson on “California 
Here I Come” has the house yelling | 
for more. Ends stint with a soft- 
shoe dance to solid returns. 

Production numbers featuring 
Janet Gaylord, modern ballerina, 
and Buddy Worth, baritone, smart 
in both the music department and 
the terping. Original music of 
Frank Warren is a perfect foil for 
the flash tropical allure of Eddie 
Noll’s roduction numbers. Miss 
Gaylord’s dancing is new and al- 
most too good for bistro traffic. She 
combines a_ gypsy primitiveness 
with ballet virtuosity which shows 
her off as potent stage material. 
Package wrapped in bright and ex- 
pensive silks and feathers and chan- 
neled through clever terp arrange- 
ments tops any nitery show in town. 

Hunt. 


Club Norman. Toronto 


Toronto, April 17. | 

Bob Russell, Renee & Root, Pat 

O’Connor, Wally Wicken’s Orch (8) 

with Rudy Hanson; $2 cover, no 
minimum, 


a 





With public drinking now per- 
missible in Toronto after 31 years, 
the Club Norman has taken the lead 
in introducing a diverting floorshow. 

So far this lavish nitery has every 
table booked up for the next three 
weeks. At $4 a couple cover, with 
drinks running from 75c. to $1.60, 
it’s the brightest spot in town. Show 
is staged in the Starlight room, seat- 
ing some 450, with music piped into 
the Circus Bar (160) and the Saddle 
room (80), with no cover charge in 
these rooms. 

Show opens with Bob Russell 
teeing-off for solid delivery in song 
and comedy blending and bringing 
on the other acts in an unobtrusive 
manner. Renee and Root contrib a 
couple of ballroom numbers in well- 
mannered style, highlighted by 
clever lifts and spins, then a samba 
routine and a soft-shoe comedy 
finale. They go over well on ap- 
pearance and clever terping. 

Pat O’Connor, songstress, does 
niftily on “Grand Night for Sing- 
ing.” “Glocca Morra,” the “Cab 
Song” from “Polonaise,” and “Goody- 
Good.” ; 

Russell, however, has all the solid 
production values. n and out of 
the proceedings, he shows the vet 
showmanship touch that instinctive- 
ly gears timing. Has plenty of good 
material, including his satire on ra- 
dio announcers and his imitations of 
screen stars. He intersperses these 
with several songs in a robust bari- 
tone and builds to sock finish with 
a medley of Jolson numbers. 

Wally Wicken orch backgrounds 
neatly, with Rudy Hanson on for 
pleasant vocals. : 

Show is lively and fast-moving. 

McStay. 





Copacabana, Miami 
Miami Beach, April 11. 
Phil Foster, Everett Marshall, Joan 
Adair, Eddie Shine, Martin Kent, 
June Taylor Girls (7), Dave Tyler 
Orch; no minimum or cover. 


Second edition of the no mini- 
mum. moderately budgeted shows 
installed here for post-season biz 


Jack Pearl’s Cafe Bow 


Jack Pearl, making his first 
nitery appearance as a replace- 
ment for Allan Jones, at the Van- 
ity Fair, N. Y., should attract a 
steady stream of performers in 
the audience, if only to learn 
what timing realy is. Doing his 
familiar Raron Munchausen act 
with his longtime partner Cliff 
Hall, Pear! shows a sense of tim- 
ing that’s probably superior to 
that of any other comic in the 
business with the probable ex- 
ception of Willie Howard. The 
amazing part of Pearl's tech- 
nique lies in the fact that despite 
his many years of retirement, 
that remarkable sixth sense 
hasn’t left him. 

His Munchausen act has a nos- 
talgic flavor that’s appreciated by 
the oldtimers. It’s been a standby 
for many years and gained wide 
circulation in the ’20s when he 
starred in an airshow. Withal, it’s 
new to the younger crowd, and 
despite its dated vintage it gar- 
ners its quota of laughs. 

The only item that’s missed is 
the standby “Vass you _ dere, 
Sharlie?” He should have thrown 
that one in just once if only for 
oldtimes’ sake. 

The rest of the VF show has 
the Maxies, Baer and Rosen- 
bloom; Gloria Gilbert with her 
fast spins, Ben Beri, Bob Ken- 
nedy, and the production num- 
bers. Jose. 








Timing, delivery and ingratiating 
manner are there. 

Supporting. show builds solidly. 
Everett Marshall, whams with his 
robust baritoning. Opens with “It’s 
a Great Night for Singing” and 
makes “Song Is You,” Falling in 
Love” and “Figaro” standouts. En- 
cores with “Sweethearts” duet with 
brunette looker Joan Adair, for beg- 
off. 

The Adair gal, seen hereabouts in 
recent seasons at smaller rooms, has 
acquired a style and delivery that 
should keep her moving up. Niftily 
gowned she purveys a throaty style 
on sock arrangements of “Love Is 
Sweeping the Country,” “Glocca 
Morra” and “Gonna. Build a Fence 
Around Texas” for heavy applause. 

Production wise, Martin Kent, a 
better than fair swoon croon lad 
does okay, while Eddie 
handles tapology in zing fashion 


and in own spot clicks with his | 


spin-taps. June Taylor’s lassies are 
stil} doing the same numbers they 
handled so well all season and look 
as good as ever. Dave Tyler and 
orch remain one of the better show 
bands in town. Lary. 


Rie Cabana. Chi 
Chicago, April 18. 
George Tapps, Monica Lewis, Mar- 
tin Bros. (2), Line (9), Cee David- 
son Orch (10); $2.50-$3.50 minimum. 


Efforts of this spot to lure trade 
seems to be a lost cause. Current 
show is an incomplete production 
though each act does well on own 
Although Monica Lewis, songstress, 
and George Tapps, dancer, topline 
the show, neither can carry the 
burdén of the production. Martin 
brothers with their marionettes in- 
ject humor and a finished perform- 
ance but can’t accomplish chores 
that should be relegated to a comic. 

Miss Lewis with her soothing 
voice sells five numbers, outstand- 
ing of which are “Paradise,” “I 
Want To Be a Bad Girl” and “Em- 
braceable You” for good returns. 
Her manner is cute and her long, 
low white gown with jeweled trim, 
accents her figure. Rendition of 
“Put The Blame On Mame” was too 
a la Hayworth; her owf mannerisms 
suit her better. 

Being the most technically perfect 
hoofer in town, Tapps goes over for 
solid reception with his combo of 
tap and ballet terps. His stint com- 
prises five numbers of _leaps and 
beats including “Whispering” and a 
sensuous “Samba.” 

Martin brothers imbue amazingly 
lifelike mannerisms to their mari- 
onettes in a series of comedy dances. 
Their dolls, Cuban with a_ conga, 
skeletons whose bones spread apart, 
clown who blows up balloons and 
sings, and a blackface duo who do 


Shine | 











Variety Bills 


WEEK OF APRIL 23 


me —cmattinn 


whether full 


Letter in parenthesis indicate circuit: 
Paramount; (R) RKO; (W) Warner 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


or split week 


(I) Independent; (L) Loew; 








INEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 24 

Xavier Cugat Orc 

The Garcias 

Betty Reilly 

Martin & Lewis 


Music Hall (I) 24) 


Paul Haakon 
Kathryn Lee 

|} Robert Marshall 
| Boy Foy) 

}Paul Remus Co 
| Roc} 





settles 
Corps de Ballet 
sVvm (ore 
Paramount (P) 23 
Duke Ellington O 
i Golde Gate } 
iCoke & Poke 
j}Buck & Bubbles 
Roxy (1) 23 
tiazel Scott 
F & E Barry 
Carl Ravazza 
| Henny Youngman 
State (L) 24 
rhe Nelson Sis 
Tip,” Tap & Toe 
P& W Briant 
Benay Venuta 
George Givot 
Richards-Adair D 
Strand (W) 25 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Dusty Fletcher 
Miller B & Lois 
The Ravens 
BRONX 
Windsor (1) 26-27 
Sylvia Manor Co 
|} Missing Bros 
iChas Stuart Co 
| Bobby Rollins 
Flauretta Co 
BROOKLYN 
| Flatbush (1) 36-27 
iGay 90s Co 
| QUEENS 
|} Jamaica (Kk) 23-26 
iThe lLlerzogs 
i\Keaton & Armfield 
; Andrew 2 
Roger Ras 
Robby Jewel 
The McArthurs 
Walter Schiff 
Hank Seaman 
(one to fill) 
ATLANTIC CITY 
{Steel Pier (1) 26-27 
Bud Sweeney 
Pansy the Horse. 
The Elgins 
Reau Jesters 
R & M Carnivatles 
AKRON 
| Palace (1) 25-27 
| Frankie Carle Ore 
‘Baron & Bernay 
|Johnny Morgan 
BALTIMORE 
| Hippodrome (1) 24 
| Don Henry 3 
|Grace Drysdale 
iT & R Rio 
|W Est & McGinty 
State (1) 24-26 
| Betty Perey 
iTom O'Neal 
Sons Purple Sage 
(one to fill) 








Lew Carter 
Allen & Drake 
(two to fill) 
BOSTON ‘ 
Boston (KR) 24 
Wally Bro: pi 


Pegey Tavior 
Arlen & Broderick 
Amory Bros 
Buster Shav 


er 
BOUND BROOK 
Brook (1) 26-27 
The McArthurs 
Walter Sheff 
Hank Seaman 
(two to fill) 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 25-27 
Jans & Martel 
Jimmy Jimae Co. 
Jed Dooley Co 
Marty Barrett 
Hickory Nuts 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 25 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
| Bob Hopkins 
Pitchmen 
Pryde & Daye 
Oriental (1) 24 
Tex Beneke Ore 
Artie Dann 
| Helene & Howard 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (R) 24 
C Cavallaro Ore 
Lamberti 
JI & M Nagle 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (R) 24 








o 
fSammy Kaye Orc 
Paul Regan 
Olsen & Joy 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 28-30 
|Ink Spots 
johnny Otis Ore 
June Richmond 
| Coles & Atkins 
Lewis & White 
| HARTFORD 
} 





State (1) 25-27 
Ss e J es Show 
HOLYOKE 
Valley Arena (1) 27 
Boyd Raeburn UO 
il.eo Carillo 
rhe Chords 


lethre to fill) 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 23 
Rich « Gibson 
Joan Brandon 
Gary Morton 
Everett Marshall 


; X-Treems 
NEW BEDFORD 
Park (1) 26-27 
Alice King 
Allan B & Shorty 
Barney Grant 
Raleigh Bros 
Cosmos 
PATERSON 
Majestic (1) 24-27 
Graham Sis 
it. & L Bernard 
ifvler Thorn & R'bts 
Milton Douglas 
Marie L & Charles 
28-30 
Hoo Shee 
Jed Dooley Co 
Tom O'Neal 
LLucienne & Asnour 
cone to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 24 
Barry Sis 
Gautiers Steeplech’e 
Lane & Claire 
Pat Hogan 
Earle (W) 25 
Ina R Hutton Ore 
Robert S & White 
Lenny Kent 
READING 
Rajah (1) 24-26 
I Bothwell Ore 
Bob Eberly 
Russ Mack & Page 
Morey & Eaton 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 25 
Paul Walker Orc 
Bobby Baxter 
Dault & Hill 
Jimmy Ray 
3 Thorntons 
Dot Day & Dee 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Lyric (1) 23-27 
The Latinos 
Dart & Vermillion 
R & R Griffith 
Danny Daniels 
Billy Farrell 
28-4 
Smiley Burnette 
Ricklin & Deur 
Billy Farrell 
ftwo to Hl) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 24 
Bert Wheeler 
Vivian Blaine 
Martel 2 
The Vagabonds 
(one to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 24-27 
Alston & Young 
Lou Nelsen 
Seldon & Joyce 
Liza Morrow 
The Craddocks 
P MeWilliams Co 
TOLEDO 
Paramo’t (P) 24-27 
Johnny Otis Bd 
Ink Spots 
June Richmond 
Coles & Atkins 
Lewis & White 
UTIC 


CA 
Stanley (W) 29-1 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Frank Marlowe 
Russ Clark 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 24 
Edwards Bros 
3 Crosby Sis 
Prof Backwards 
Mario & Floria 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (1) 27 
Mara & Maurice 
Miriam Gwyn 
Mischa Auer 
Norman Nasarr 

















Cabaret Bills 








Blue Angel 
Alife Pierce 
Rose Murphy 
Wally Boag , 
Phil Gordon 
Ellis Larkin 8 





“Dark Town Strutters Ball” all add 
up to whimsical comedy that) wins | 
appreciation. | 

Line numbers range from an) 
Olympic mood of Greek Goddesses, | 
through a western rodeo theme, to | 
a minstrel background, showing | 
nifty costuming and line work. Ad- | 
dition of two chorus boys makes | 





adds up as a profitable layout for | 
the lush room. ; 
In Phil Foster, the room has a) 
young comic who adds up as the | 
belated comer-upper among the} 
laugh-makers seen hereabouts in | 
past months. From his self-effac- 
ing walkon to the sock walkoff the | 
deliberate mannered lad keeps them 
yocking. Opening night saw the | 
house pounding for his return, 
through finale group number that 
was on. Click comes from use of 
| fresh material, which eschews the | 
| usual patter and special song stuff. 
Continued use of such bits as the 
ltakeoffs on “That corner gang of 
|mine.” guys and gals dating, the 
Dodgers sequence and a howling 
| “How we got out of the Army 
| should catapult the lad into the top | 
|comedy brackets m short time. , 





spot only one in town with mixed | 
line. Phil Crane augments produc- | 
tion numbers with smooth baritone | 
and Cee Davidson and Orch do an | 
excellent job of backing show. | 
heavy with special material. 





Hildegarde Set for Chi | 
Vauder at 17'4G and % | 


Hildegarde has been signed for | 
the Chicago theatre, Chicago, start- | 
ing July 4. Chantoosey is in on the 
same deal she received at this house 
last year getting $17,500 plus per- 
centages as head of a unit. Last 
year, she took out $23,000. 


Joan Nichols 
Siuart Ross 

tafe Society 

(Dowatowa) 
Jacques Passy 
Mary Lou Williams 
Ann Hathaway 
)' C Heard Ore 

Cafe Society 

(Uptown) 
Lucienne Boyer 
save Martin 3 
itdmund Hall Ore 

Carnival . 

Olsen & Johnson 
Beatrice Kay 
Salici Puppets 
Cc & T Valdez 
Blackburn Twins 
Michael Edwards 
McManus Ore 
Reid Ore 

China Doli 
Keye Luke 
John Tio 
Moo Song 
Fran Yang 
Jadine Li Sun 
fai Sings 

Copacabana 
Benny Fields 
(treb &iLober 
Nancy Doran 
Julie Wilsen 
Barreit 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando. Alverez O 


Sondra 


Music Corp. of America is lining | , Embassy 
vette 
up other dates. Lion Mellis Ore 





NEW YORK CITY 


Ralph Font Or 
Iceland 
Milt Britton Unit 
Latin Quartes 
Sophie Tucker 
Eddie Schaefer 
Chadwicks 
Debonairs 
Ralph Young 
Hal Raywin 
Cecil Lewin 
Chick Gladke 
Vincent Travers O 
Diamoud Horseshoe 
Prof Backwards 
Siri 
Herman Hyde 
Turner Twins 
Rosebuds 
Billy Banks 
Tables Davis 
Renald & Rudy 
Jack Mathers 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Svd Strange Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Louis Prima Ore 
El Chico 
Povsita Rios 
Miguel & Albaicin 
Alice Farras 
Bob Turk 
Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawaiians 
Hotel Pennsytvani 
Randy Brooks Ore 
Hotel Pierre | 
Dave Apollon 
Chester Dolphin 
Chas Reader Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Hal Kanner Ore 
Monte Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Or 


| Hotel St Regis 
| Milt Shaw 

Laszla & Pepito 
}Paul Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Waldorf-Astoria 


i John Sebastian 
|Raye & Naldi 

| &m } Coleman Ore 
| Mischa Borr Ore 

| Little Club 

| Betty Lou Bonney 


|Cass Harrison 3 
| Rogers Corner 
| Don Baker 

Leon & wrddle's 
Eddie Davis 
Sonny King 
The Amorys 


Narda 
Rossillianos 
Harriet Lane 


Pablo 

Shepard Chorus 

Art Waner Ore 
Monte Carle 

Dick Gasparre O 

Roberta 

Mava Ore 


Old Romarian 
Jackie P)illips 
Sadie Banks 
Nina Dover 
Joe La Porte Ore 

Havana-Madrid 


Carlos Ramirez 
Rodriques & Phyllis 
Noro Morales 
Sacasas 


Belmont-Plaza 
Kay Verron 
Don Tannen 
Gerri Gale 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Nino Bd 


Hotel Biltmore 
Phil Wayne Ore 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Jack Edward Ore 


Hotel New Yorker 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Marion Spelman 
June Arnold 
Bissell & Farley 

4 Esquires 

Joe Sater Trio 


Paul Gray 

Walter Long 

The DeMarlos 

Don Davis Ore 

Don Chiesta Ore 

Adorables (12) 
Colosimo’s 

Ryan Bros (3) ‘ 

Tamara & Thomas 

Ann Suter 

Sol Feola Ore 

Colosimodels (6) 
Copacabana 

Rudy fallee 

Jack Durant 

D'Angelo & Vanya 

Arnie Barnett 

Pancho Medel Orc 

Copa Cover Girls 

Buddy Worth 

Janet Gaylord 


Hotel Bismarck 
Joseph Sudy Ore 
Georgie Gobels 
The Martinis 
Lenore 
Norma Warner 
L & G Cansino 

Helsings 
Ralph Lewis 
Denny Miles 
Billy Burke 
Billy Hayes 

Hotel Blackstone 
Phil .Regan 
Ramos Orch 

Hotel Congress 
Joe Vera Orc 
Sam Bari 
Hotel Continenta) 
Del Renee 


Rio Cabana 
NTG Revue 
Rosenbloom & Baer 
Dick White 
Gloria King 
Iris Karyl 
Gal Ohlman Ore 
Jose Curbello 
Ruban Blev 





Mat uce 

Ma n Cantor 
Day Dawn & Dusk 
Fillic & Jurist 
} Cedi Wallace $ 
Wally Blacker 


Versuliies 

i Carl Brisson 
Bob Grant.Ore 
Panchito Ore 

Village Barn 
Toni Palme 
Homer & Holly 
Danny Sothern 
Jobnny Newton 
Pappy Bilow 
Pappy Below 
Village Vanguaré 
R Dvyer-Bennett 
Muriel Gaines 
Gwen Tynes 
Dick Styles 3 
Don Frye 

Vanity Fair 
Jack Pearl 
Ben Beri 
Corinne Anderson 
Fletcher & Graves 
Gloria Gilbert 
Dave Dennis Ore 
Monchito 

Wivel 

Rob Lee 
Kay Carole 
Stuart Langley 
Peggy Palmer 


Zanzibar 

Art Tatum 
Thelma Carpenter 
Eddie Rector 
D Dickens Ore 

Zimmerman’s 
Paul Smith 
Janczvi Makula 
Zsiga Bela 
Paulens 
Rosanne 
Doris Haywood 





Gene Kardos © 
Olga Orlova 


Blackhawk \arianne Fedele 
Phil Levant Ore “velton Reed 

Chez Paree H Edgewater Beach 
Lena Horne Stephen Kisley Ore 


Al Gordon & Pet 
Shyrettos (3) 4 
Song Stylists (4) 
Dorothy Hild Deere 
_ Hotel Sherman 
Carl Marx 

Jayne Walton 
Herbie Fields Ore 
Jan August 
Harmonicats 


Hotel Stevens 
Don MeGrane Ore 
Frakson 
Martells & Mignon 
Boulevar-Dears 


Latin Quarter 
Ted Lewis Ore 
Geraldine Du Bols 
Paul White 
Elroy Peace 
Corwin Sis 
Sol Klein Ore 
Sky Riders (4) 

Palmer House 
Jack Fina Ore 
Herb Shriner 
Susan Reed 
Abbott’ D'ncers (12) 

Rio Cabana 
Jeorgie Tapps 
Irwin Corey 
Monica Lewis 
Don Bradfield 
The t.evelies (¢) 
Cee Davidson Ore 

Vine Gardens 
Dick Gale 
Jan Stewart 





Joa Kish Ore 
Isabel Johnson 














whom 


Archangel Mike,” 


Monte Proser). 


grownups alike. 


Tucker run. 


markable 


$60,000. The 20% 





new “Ziegfeld Follies” 


once tried to stage-adapt 


Soph’s $47,000 


Continued from page |! 
000. Last Saturday (19) Latin Quar- 
ter hit $9,600 which is within $2,000 
of its highest New Year's Eve mark 
when upped charges to $15 per- 
person was in effect. There were no 
raises in prices during the current 





Beatrice Lillie 


Centinued from page 1 
she worked 
legit, were in several huddles. 

Miss Lillie meantime is due back 
from England, whence she sailed a 
fortnight ago, to make a picture for 
Eddie Golden (UA), “Eddie and the 





in Broadway 


and possibly the 
(Shuberts- 


Metro, in the interim, is trying to 
refurbish the script of “Mary Pop- 
pins,” a book about a daffy nurse- 
maid, popular with children and 


Nancy Hamilton 
it but 


found it difficult because “Mary” is 
a sort of femme Superman who 
walks on ceilings and does alJ sorts 
of unexpected screwball things to 
charm children’s imaginations, 





Soph’s take is all the more re- 
considering that 
| spending is on the wane, and takes 
are frequently 50% of the wartime 
| high. { 
Miss Tucker’s draw actually is 
higher inasmuch as gross business 
done at the Walters spot ran over 
cafe tax accounts 
for the difference. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


‘ 


VARIETY 





Roxy, N. W. 
Lecuona Cuban Boys Orch (17) 
with Daniel Gonzales, Manyo Lopez; 
Swifts, De Marlos - (3), Larry 
, ary Paul Ash, Roxy Chorus; 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (20th). 





Current layout at the Roxy is set 
for one week, with options. Should 
the reissue of the pic, “Alexander's 
Ragtime Band” lure biz, run may be 
extended. From the looks of things 
on opening day (16) it doesn’t seem 
it will be necessary to lift them. 
When there’s not a crowded lobby 
and a line at the Roxy that’s the 
tipoff. 

Lecuona Cuban Boys Orch sparks 
the layout with slick arrangements 
on Latin tunes. It's the band’s first 
major date in a N. Y. vauder and it 
satisfies both the ear-tuned audience 
and rhumba addicts. Outfit, headed 
bv Daniel Gonzales, comprises three 
rhythm, four violins, two trumpets, 
four saxes, trombone, two conga 
drums, bongo and maraccas. 

Spotted in an attractive stage set- 
ting and with Roxy mixed chorus in 
formal evening attire, band tees off 
with its themer, “Rhumba Negra, 
with chorus gyrating to the item in 
production number. Segues into 
“Malaguena” and Afro-Cuban rhum- 
ba. “Bonga,” with Manyo Lopez, 
baritone, taking the vocai, and then 
into own version of “Tippy Tin” for 
solid response. Lads are costumed 
neatly and make good impression on 
appearance and talent. 

A trio of acts.comprise supporting | 
bill. De Marlos, two men and gal | 
in evening attire, start out with what 
looks like another adagio trio but 
pull a switch by diverting to nifty 
fand-balancing and other gymnas- 
tics, smoothly done to evoke audi- 
ence enthusiasm. Larry Daniels, 
comic, doubling from Rio Cabana 
nitery, contribs a pleasing session of 
gags. Some are of the tired variety 
but he really cooks on his impres- 
sion of Jimmy Stewart in plea for 
tolerance, topped by that of the late 
FDR along same lines. Has _ per- 
sonality and salesmanship. They 
liked him here but he'll do better 
with some punchier material. Three 
Swifts, male trio, click with their 
nifty club juggling routine, inter- 
spersed with clownantics that help 
on overall. : J 

With house band taking a hiatus, 
Paul Ash confines activities to em- 
ceeing chores, which he always does 
well. Edba. 


Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, April 17. 
Tex Beneke & Glenn Miller Orch 
(31) with Garry Stevens, Mello- 
larks (4): Helene & Howard, Artie 
Dann; “Boomerang” (20th). 









Rio” an da.” Program is well 
balanced, t much of it. 

Clark's mpress most 
amo acts, ig dol are as near 
life-like as possible, with working 


joints from the feet up, and he 
manipulates them with the strings 
and his hands in open so audience 
can see how it’s done. Clever cre- 
ations include a strip teaser, a clown 
that blows bubbles, and a comedy 
drunk. arlowe, who makes his 
entrance the hard way by falling 
smack into the pit, gets a good re- 
ception for his breezy line of fun. 
He knocks himself out, but the cus- 
tomers like it. Mack and Desmond 
contribute an entertaining batch of 


dance routines, comedy bits and 
boogie woogie on the piano. Biz 
fair when caught. Corb. 


Coliseum, London 
London, April 15. 
Laurel & Hardy; Elsie & Doris 


Waters; Rawicz & Landauer; George 
Lacy & James Heys; Tommy Jover, 


Slim Rhyder; 
man Twins; 


Tessie Deane; 
5 Aussies. 





Vaudeville is getting a short inning 
here. In for two months prior to 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” first month’s 
attraction is Laurel and Hardy. Un- 
fortunately, the Hollywood team, 
now established solidly in England, 
get meagre support from the rest of 
the bill, having to supply most of 
laughs of show. 

Openers are the Aussies, five gals 
utoréd by Bill Pugh, whose Five 
Wallabies are standard. This combo 
fills opening niche to 
with their acro and tumbling stunts. 
Tessa Deane, who follows, is a singer 


she does, including her signing, seems 
forced, 


impersonators left, has no act. 


in the act is indigo. 
Rawiez and Landauer, pianists, 
were the first socks of the bill. Boys 


almost genius. 

Tom Jover, Raf and Fe, local stand- 
ard father, son and daughter, 
hodge-podge of comedy, with 
suffering from fact that he also does 
a femme impresh, somewhat similar 
to Lacy’s. Jover is a seasoned per- 


ence, and supplies many laughs. 
Youngsters are good dancers, with 
act lacking solid finish. 

Act does 


lows intermission. 


with comedy consisting mainly of 








Contrary to complaints that orchs 
are not paying off, new show here 
with Glenn Miller orch under baton 
of Tex Beneke, is packing the house. 
Using old Miller reliable, “In the 
Mood” as opener, band follows with 

olid arrangement of ‘Falling 

eaves” and “Meadowlands,” which 
features muted trumpets and en- 
erous string section of nine violins, 
two violas and cello. A 

Helene and Howard, costumed .in 
reen and black trimmed outfits, do 
fieir usual “Ritz to Roughhouse 
routine f,or nice response. 

Garry Stevens, refreshing bari- 
tone, who along with Beneke helps 
the Mello-larks, crews’ chirpers, do 
smooth versions of “Gal in Calico” 
and “Blues of the Record | Man, 
solos with fancy offering of Speak- 
ing of Angels” and “Guilty. ‘ 

Comic Artie Dann tees off with 

ecial, “Lord You Made My Nose 

oo Long” and breaks into an aud 
heckling routine to warm up hands- 
on-seats customers. Would — have 

nm wise to use him earliér in bill. 
His “Hands” number and Durante 
mpresh are real payoffs. — 
eneke orch pulls old Miller for- 
at with something old highlighting 
ank Mancini at the piano and 
Jack Sperling, drummer, modern 
inuet, “18th Century Drawing 
oom”; something new, “Anniver- 
sary Song” brings back the Mello- 
larks. four lads and a sequined- 
gowned brunet gal. Band then bor- 
rows Benny Goodman's, “Don't Be 

Like That” and bow off with “Sere- 

nade in Blue,” featuring Beneke'’s 
solid sax solo, as Mello-larks hum 

in background. Hunt. 


Cirele, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, April 19. 


Charlie Spivak Orch with Tommy | 
Mercer, Bobby Richey, Rusty Nich- | 


gls, Star Dreamers; Frank Marlowe, 
Mack & Desmond, Russ Clark; “Gen- 
tleman Joe Palooka” (Mono). | 





Charlie Spivak’s band furnishes a 
solid musical setting for a _ better 
than average bill on the Circle's 
stage this stanza. Its treatment of 
popular tunes is most effective with 
the customers. Honors are evenly 
divided with outside acts, including 
Frank Marlowe's comedy, Russ 
Clark’s puppets and Mack & Des- 
mond’s comedy and terping. 

Spivak solos on trumpet as band 
favors with “Anniversary Song,” 
“Stomping Room Only,” “Begin the 
Beguine” and other favorites in style 
that’s both lively and mellow. Bobby 
Richey is a demon on the drums. 
Rusty Nichols takes care of the nov- 
elty singing nicely in “Shorty’s Got 
to Go” and “Huggin’ and a Chalkin,” 
while Tommy Mercer turns on the 
romance to advantage in “For Sen- 
timental Reasons,” “Rainy Night in 


impediment in speech. 
Elsie and Doris Waters, 


| domestic comedy number, “Aren't 
We Lucky to Be Alive Today,” to a 
;modicum of guffaws. 


| terizations. 


Darmora Ballet, 


nice audience reaction. 

Laurel and Hardy come on to big 
hand, and immediately go into their 
comedy skit, “Getting a New Motor 
Car License,” which gets them howl- 
ing. Boys have added comedy bits 
to this since playing the Palladium, 
and now chal - more laughs than 
formerly. Their finish, in which each 
partner attempts to sing, emulating 
Crosby and Sinatra, is fitting finish 
to laugh-raising act. a 

Newman Twins, two personable 
| boys, with so 2 good lifts and 
strong-men stuff, manage to hold 
many customers to the finish. 

Rege. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, April 18. 
Gene Sheldon with Loretta Fischer, 
Littlejohns, Nick Long, Jr., Eola 
Galli, Ray & Nardo, Les Rhode 


House Orch; “Angel and the Bad- 
man” (Rep). 








Diversified layout adds up 
satisfying vaude in most sequences. 
| Gene Sheldon clicks 
panto work and banje stuff. Earns 
healthy portion of iaughs via biz 
with drummer, Loretta Fischer and 
on the stringbox to make for begoff. 
Timing and presention are bigtimey. 

Nick Long, Jr., emcees neatly and 
in own spot garners plenty of palm 
whacks with his tap work. Utilizes 
imaginative routines to “Tico Tico” 


,and impreshes of Ray Bolger and. 


| Hal LeRoy to good effect. 

Impressionists Ray and Nardo do 
okay with takeoffs on Dead End 
Kids, Ink Spots, Cary Grant, Barry 
Fitzgerald, Crosby and Edward G. 
Robinson. Toppers are the satiriz- 
ings of Peter Lorre and Carmen 
Lombardo. 
and shows original tinge to take the 
“seen this before” edve off. 

The Littlejohns teeoff with a well 
devised juggling stint. Throw in 
everything, including balls, clubs, 
knives and top with an axe throw- 
ing bit that gets plenty applause. 

Eola Galli handles the song spot 
in fairish manner. Includes “Glocca 
Morra” and “Anniversary Song” and 
purveys an original arrangement on 
band, musical comedy and opera 
singers. 

Les Rhode and house orch back 
show in top style. Biz good. Lary. 


* 


N. Y. 


Bobby Breen, Joe Besser with 
Jimmy Little; Arren & Broderick, 
George Prentice, Maurice & Maryea, 
hot Louise & Charles; “California” 

ar), 





The State bill components 
centing comedy, novelty and a de- 
gree of name value builds up to an 
altogether satisfactory session. It’s a 
bill that stresses variety and with 
fast pacing gets the optimum effect 
out of the audience. 

The name value lies in the return 


ac- 





of Bobby Breen, one-time film mop- 
met (New Act) who after a stretch 
in the service is now starting as a | 
singer. He's lost the precociousness | 
he showed as a picture juve, and 
he’s getting by as a singer. 

In the comedy departments Joe 
Besser with Jimmy Little straighting 
does his little boy characterization 
and gets the pewholders on his side. 
Act’s performance at show caught 





with radio, concert and vaude reps, | 


Raf & Fe; The Darmora Ballet (9); | 
New- | 





| 


George Lacy, one of the few femme | Maurice and Maryea. 


| climactic. 





wasn’t consistent, inasmuch as the 
duo broke up at the midpoint and 
couldn’t return to the original for- 
mat easily. Once they got back into 


the groove they retrieved sufficient | 


attention to get healthy mitts. 
Arren and Broderick, vet comics. 


still get across in a laugh-»~rovoking | 


act. Their rib of “Ii Baccio” is still 


the highpoint of their act, but Miss | 


Arren’s encore with a straight ren- 
dition of “Kiss Me Again,” is anti- 


which he does 
Waiting for the Sunrise.” has by 
now outlived its usefulness in vaude 


Broderick’s piano turn in | 
“All the World Is 


because of its dated aspects 


Juve interest is contained in 


| George Prentice’s Punch and Judy 
good results | 1 


turn. His expert manipulations con- 
tain a great deal of interest for 
grownups as well; Marie Louise 


lacking real personality. Everything | and Charles (New Acts), a British 
| import, warm up the house with a 


swinging bar act, and finale is by 
This terp 


is n ‘t. His| twain, who clicked recently at the 
support, James Heys, is likewise de- | Cotillion room of the Pierre hotel, 
void of material; and what there is|N. Y., are still apparently used to 


the smaller confines of a nitery floor. 
They fail to utilize the greater 
sweep of a theatre stage, and conse- 
quently miss out on getting the 


handle the ivories with a touch of | Maximum value out of their act. 


Routines are sufficiently picturesque, 


in | 
dad | 


former with good European experi- | 


Slim Rhyder, comedy cyclist, fol- | 


usual this week 
routine of attempt at riding a bicycle, | : 


“Gert and 
| Daisy” of radio fame, tee off with | 


But finish | 
| strongly with their cockney charac- | 
Continentals, | 
around here for years, stage a series | 
of dances, ancient and modern, with | 


plenty of acro solos and troupe work, | 
finishing with French Can-Can to/| 


to | 


with ras | first vaude stint. Team of twin terp- 


Most are sharply done, 


but need adaptation to theatre work. 
Jose. 


Capitol, Washington 

Washington, April 19. 
Leonard Sues, Frank Conville with 
| Sunny Dale, Kay & Charles Cerney, 
| Gautier’s “Bricklayers”; “Carnival in 
| Costa Rica” (20th). 








Capitol follows standard format 
with quartet of acts 
which add up to pleasant entertain- 
ment for the customers without 
bowling them over. 

Leonard Sues, formerly “of the 
Eddie Cantor air show, shares top 


billing with Gautier’s Bricklayers,” | 


which still impresses as flashiest dog 
act in the business. 


trumpet, handling 
flair and showmanship. Music that 
comes out of his horn makes good 
listening. Sticks to pop tunes, de- 
pending for novelty on arrange- 
| ments rather than trick tunes. Such 
' numbers as “Anniversary Song,” “St 
| Louis Blues” and “Blue Skies” can’t 
miss when combined with top tech- 
nique and lad’s pleasing manner. 
Gets rousing returns. 

Gautier’s dogs stick to their usual 
routine, which needs no improving. 


Costuming plus stage set give act 
an almost human quality. Distaff 
side of audience responds with 


encouraging oohs and ahs, while 
drunk sequences, in which canine 
tippiers stagger in and out of 
saloon’s swinging doors, get volley 
of laughs and applause. 

Frank Conyille, with Sunny Dale, 
rangy femme assistant who has 
played straigh. to his clowning for 
some years, is back after four years 
on the USO circuit. Act starts 
slowly, with some zany terping, but 
picks up as it goes along. Audience 
warms up to a 10c.-a-dance slap- 
stick version, and shows apprecia- 
tion for Convilie’s Chaplin takeoff, 
which reaches a hilarieus climax in 
a “Great Dictator” routine. 
Openers are Kay and Charles 
Cerney, new dance team in their 





ers de very well én an adagio ver- 
| Sion of the samba and the beguine. 
Lowe. 





Golden Gate. Frisco 


San Francisco, April 16. 
Andrews Sisters, Alan Carney, 
Les Paul Trio, Vivian Fay, Vic 
Schoen's House Orch; “Devil Thumbs 
'a Ride” (RKO). 


ing hard. Impersonations of Wallace 
Beery, Edward G. Robinson, Lionel 


Barrymore’ click, with Charles 
Laughton take off the topper. 
Andrews return for “Heartaches,” 
“Rum and Coca Cola,” “Apple Blos- 
som Time” and close with Jolson 
medley (“Sonny Boy,” “Mammy” and 
“April Showers”) wearing for ad- 
ditional salvos. Ted. 


Chieago, Chi 
Chicago, April 18. 
Veloz & Yolanda, Carlton Emmy & 
Madwags, Jean Carroll, Lou Breese 
Orch (14); “Guilt of Janet Ames” 
(Col). 





Bill caught on one of those off 
days with slim attendance. Lou 
Breese opens with “Malaguena” 
which didn’t do much for a warmup. 

Carleton Emmy follows with his 
dog act, putting the pups through a 
fast performance that gains chuckles 


and fair applause, mostly from the | 


moppets. 

Jean Carroll had a tough time of 
it before her rapid delivery comedy 
stint managed to provoke laughter. 
Her comic patter eventually caught 
on and won them over for solid ap- 
plause. 

Veloz and Yolanda came on to a 
The dancers do two 
smooth waltzes to “Anniversary 
Song” and “Whispering.” Their 
grace and charm and the precision 
of their intricate material still keeps 


happy house. 


them among the best in the busi- 
ness. Others are a Brazilian samba, 
a cute jitterbug-minuet and their 


classic tanga. Score solidly. Hunt. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, April 18. 
Frankie Carle Orch with Marjorie 
Hughes; Baron & Bernay, Buster 
West & Lucille Page; “Devil Thumbs 
a Ride” (RKO). 








Built around the Frankie Carle 
band, this layout is plenty diverting. 
There’s nothing unusual or sock, but 
it is solid and satisfying. A good 
comedy act would have lifted it into 
a different category, but the Carle 
fans get along okay without it. 

Carle’s daughter Marjorie Hughes 
is featured vocalist. She does neatly 
on “Roses in the Rain” and “Chick 
With the Band.” Gregg Lawrence 
handles other vocals with rather too 
pronounced a vibrato in his voice, 
but looks good and does well enough 


| to do okay with the bobby soxers 





} 
| 


Sues does a neat turn with his| 
instrument with | 





Celebrating its 2ist anni the 
Golden Gate provides a sock show 
topped by the Andrews Sisters and 
figured to hypo biz plenty 

With house band on stage.” An-| 
drews trio duplicate previous clicks | 
to cop top honor Gals do niftily | 
on “No Business Like Show Busi-| 
ness” and “Feet's Too Big.” also a/| 
variety of other pops to plant them | 
a solid hit. 

Vivian Fay, 
pleasing terp 


' 
contribs 
topped, 


ballerina, 
Session 


toe-rhumba 

Les Paul Trio, with Paul on steel 
guitar, gives good account on “Begin | 
the Beguine,” 


“Blue Skies,” and Spike Jones and his i i 
L uine,” t ' Spi d ‘ his City . ; 
gr raha we -“~? | definitely have that zing - a 
1 Garney follows with nifty | “Musical ‘eciati rue” 
Fh ying Alger pe I mene 4 sical Depreciation Revue cur- 


| wooden 


. and , Doodles Weaver, 
| turns in adequate set of three by a/ the Slickerettes, 


| King, Aileen Carlyle, George Rock; 


‘rently exploding at the Barle. If 


down front. 

For his own chore, Carle does a 
flock of pianistics against the rhythm 
section, clicking with “Anniversary 
Song,” “Heartaches,” “Star Dust” 
and “Carle Meets Mozart.” It’s a 
good and well-routined band show. 
Specialties are Baron and Bernay 
in a good session of acrobatic dan- 
cing, and Buster West and Lucille 
a in the usual combo of comedy 
and hoofing. Elie. 


Apeolie, N. ¥Y. 

Eddie Vinson Orch (16), Deep 

River Boys (4), Mary Lou Williams, 

Jesse James, Will Mastin Trio; “Bos- 
ton Blackie in the Law” (Col). 





Harlem's vaude flagship is pour- 
ing on more than its usual quota of 
boogie-woogie and hot blues in its 
current layout. But the quality is 
high, the pace ‘is fast and the Apollo 
habitues like it. Business, however, 
was surprisingly offish last Friday 
night (18) despite the marquee lures. 

die Vinson’s orch, consisting of 
seven brass, six reeds anl three 
rhythm, sets the pace for the show 
with e steaming teeoff number, 
“Esquire Bounce.” Orch plays with 
a clean, sharp style with nice modu- 
lation of its brass section and a 
pleasing accent on its saxes. Vinson, 
who wins the crowd’s favor with his 
screaming double entendre blues 
vocals, is also a firstrate tenor sax 
player in the hot jazz style. 


Mary Lou Williams, doubling at 
Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y., de- 
livers nicely with her standout 


boogie-woogie pianistic style. 

Show’s high spot‘is the Deep River 
Boys. Male quartet, featuring a 
superb tenor voice in the pivot spot, 
give out ‘with rich harmonies on 
— blues numbers and novel- 
ies. 

Rest of the bill includes Martha 
Please in a single acrobatic turn in 
the number one spot. Gal features 
some difficult handstands and back- 
flips but act has to be polished up 
with more unusual feats. Comedy 
bit by the house comedians is in the 
usual broad, loud style strictly de- 
signed for Apollo patrons. 

Jesse James, a paralytic with 
crutches, more than makes his own 
way with his whistling and a phe- 
nomenal tap routine utilizing his 

) supports and one live leg. 
Will Mastin Trio features an un- 
usual brand of terping with some 
very funny capers by a youngster 
in the key spot. Latter carries the 
act single-handed with a series of 
comicdance impressions and scat 
singing. Herm. 


Karle, Philly 
Philadelphia, April 19. 
Jones Orch (12) with 


Betty Jo Huston, 
Dick Morgan, Bill 





Spike 


“Beat the Band” (RKO), 
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Cafe Seciety Downtown, N. y. 


Wave of Gallic groaners who’ye 
come this way recently appears tg 
be the only reason for Jacques 
Passy. He apparently was caught on 
the crest and washed ashore wi 
the rest—aided by the fact that he’s 
Jean Sablon’s nephew, which ives 
him some standing in the bi ling, 





| at least. 

4 As his turn sets now, Passy is 
just a singer who'd be mediocre in 
any language, but he happens tg 
sing in French. Unfortunately, in 
addition to lacking that way with 


a glissando that marks his more fa- 
vored compatriots, he also tacks the 
easy charm and personality which 
| sells them in this country. If there's 
| any solution for him, it’s in forget. 
| ting the effort at being a Gallie 
Crosby and turning to a comedy rou- 
tine making fun of Sablon, Trenet- 
Chevalier, et al. ’ 
Passy is a_ slightly-built fellow 
(which that Harlemesque double. 
breasted can’t conceal) with a bit of 
a mustache and a general appear- 
ance that marks him different from 
the other French lamnisters. He’s ac. 
tually from Monte Carlo, which 
gives both his English and French 
a slightly strange tang He gives 
the’ conventional explanatory pref- 
ace to his songs in battered Ameri- 
canese, doing all his chirping in the 
mother tongue. Tunes are the usual 
more-or-less cute Frenchies, exept 
for “Gal in Calico,” a nice switch. 
Passy came to this country in De- 
cember and worked for four weeks 
| at Charlie Foy’s on the Coast be‘ore 
| being brought east by Barney Jo- 
| sephson on an experimental basis. 
Herb. 








MARIE LOUISE & CHARLES 
Acro 

9 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Mary Louise and Charles, a swing- 
ing bar act recently imported from 
Britain, must acquire the speed and 
pacing to which U. S. audiences are 
accustomed. Act is a duo, but per- 
formance is along single lines, inas- 
“much as the male’s chores are con- 
fined to helping the lady get started 
and making announcements. 

Miss Louise has a good set of 
tricks, but shows nothing that hasn't 
been seen before. The applause 
comes from a heel-hold and iron- 
| ueck work at the finale. 

One of the basic faults resulting 
in slowing up the turn is the 
femme’s constant loss of height, 
which could be corrected by more 
pushing from Charles. Since she 
must retrieve the altitude, there's 
plenty of stage waits until she does. 
However, the iron-neck swing at the 
end vuts her in an applause-winning 
position. Jose. 


BOBBY BREEN 
Songs 

12 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Bobby Breen, one-time film juve 
who annoyed adult patronage with 
his saccharine mannerisms, has de- 
veloped into-a singer who holds up 
for adult audiences. He makes @ 
nice appearance, has a tenor voice 
of nice quality and good projection. 

However, he shows some reliance 
upon exaggerated gestures which at 
times look too hammy. It’s espe- 
cially evident when it’s remembered 
that most male singers hold to mike 
hugging tactics. Contrast isn’t 50 
good. 

Song selection is gkkay. oing 
through “Zip-a-Dee,” “ ipcca f- 
ra.” “Blue Skies,” “Anni Waltz,” and 
“Beguine,” latter as an encore. Gets 
over nicely, Jose. 


——— 





the roof is still on by the close of 
the run, it won't be the fault of this 
corn-fed music crew. 

Moving with the speed of jet pro- 
pulsion and the noise of a 4 
Bertha, the show tees off wilt 
“Hotcha Cornya” and an arrange- 
ment of “Holiday for Strings” such 
as David Rose never dreamed 0 
Helen Kramer, harpist who puffs 
daintily on a cigar as she plays, '§ 
featured. 


cal novelties include “You Always 
Hurt the One You Love” in an imi- 
tation of the Ink Spots imitating the 
City Slickers: an unreasonable fac- 








“ao 


simile of “Leibestraum” with Dick 
Morgan; and a swing-and-slay ver 
sion of the “Hawaiian War Chant. 


Betty Jo Huston, acrobatic dancer, 
bends over backwards to please the 
customers and gets a good hand for 
her gyrations. The Slickerettes (two 
slick chicks) and Ward Ellis provide 
some attractive stepping and Bil 
King has a juggling spot that ranges 
from routine to flashy. 

A triple decker of horror. comedy 
and songs by Doodles Weaver pro- 
vides plenty of yocks, particularly 
his tongue-twisting delivery of “The 
Man on the Flying Trapeze 

Nothing has been left out of the 
act. And it doesn’t depreciate for 8 
minute as it rolls on from operatic 
uproar with Aileen Carlyle display- 
ing a fine soprano, trumpet —a 
with George Rock and the fina 
choral mangling of “Cocktai's for 
Two.” Shal 





Some of the wackier of the musi- - 
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Equity Action Due on D.C. Segregation 
This Week Despite Rising Doubts 








Sunday Perk-Up 


Sunday performances had dropped 
close to zero on Broadway some 
weeks ago but the first day (20) of 
this week saw the busiest Sabbath 
of the season. Five shows gave per- 
formances matinee and night, all 
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New B’way-Coast Tie Will Strengthen 
- D. C's Catholic Univ. Drama Setup 
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. regen On et being regulary scheduled. Washington, April 2 
to center ° At night there were three legiters, New Broadway - Hollywood tieu 
2g Washington, may take some form of Bill Scalps Scalpers which gave benefit f Mae Done N W e “rot 
~ wition by legit actors this week but —_— te _ per age 0 rong will further strengthen the position 
th how far other theatre groups will Sacramento, April 22 | a e Damon Runyon Cancer Me- Los Angeles, April 22. of Catholic University’s Speech and 
’ Ive the problem is not defi- Ticket brokers are the target of a |morial Fund, the Actors Fund and ? : Drama Department long recognized 
- go to ove. ‘ ity’s | bill i : Ae . j the Stage Relief Fund. Piracy suit for $100,000 against/ as one of the collegiate leaders i 
es nite. Indications are that Equity’s | bill introduced into the State Legis- | Mae West and Mike Todd, involv-| the fic Bagge iar gh arse AR 
8» “campaign” will have the moral lature by Don A. Allen, assembly- | . ing “Catherine Was Great,” wan | man tae - meer one ay wriseg, 
: support of the others. Some equity- | man from Los Angeles. Bill reads: | e dismissed by Judge- Allen W. Wash- |, — announced Sunday , a) — 
im ites are for forcing the issue re- “Any person who sells an admis- ugent es burn in L. A a court Miss ea, eS Se See Cae 
to gardless of consequences but they sion ticket to any sporting event, vite ? West wrote and ‘Saeed in “Cath | cote ~~ vader ermsecyent, ane 
in have not yet answered the query theatrical performance or other oninn” ond Todd produced a for seven original plays to be 
th from more conservatively minded | amusement at a price more than 10% “Edwin K. O’Brien and Michael or ieee *g “y man won Olt 
a- members: “How is it going to aid |!" excess of the total price printed ef ctor- ll or l\Kane. Hollywood wr tere aien | ter ere. and produced over a one- 
he Neare?” lon the ticket is guilty of a misde- — cg vino | year period beginning in June. 
ch the g ao oman # brought the suit, were given 10 days| American National Theatre and 
ag It has been intimated before that ’ J. C. Nugent, 79, veteran actor and ito file an amended petition. Academy will provide guest lec- 
ie 4 Equity may be going gehen gg a play wright, died at the Lambs Club, ee, jturers for the course — practical 
as campaigning = aa > ae : a o wer a ‘4 N. Y., on Monday (21), succumbing ‘ 9 | playwrights whe will give the stu- 
et. r peg aottey my arco pee v Z = hain Segre 2 Phat him } Andy | A d nege gk ee ideas on how 
: : ; alee e at time of death was Alan Bunce, 0C @s nh o do it. Hollywood's Academy of 
Ww segregation should be determined by ? radio actor and husband his Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
lew the capital's playgoers or residents. ie daughter, Ruth. Elliott Nugent, his will funnel sereen actors to appear 
~ et ame, 5. Sines, Seeder Serlin in Defense son, planed in from the Coast to ar- 6 : ’ in some of the original plays. If an 
= letter to the N. ¥. grag Haat range funeral services to be held ce 1] or unusual play should turn up, some 
~ (20) by Leslie Prince, a ashing- today (Wed.) at noon at Campbell’s, of the Coast’s big names might come 
a tonian who is evidently a patron of e BS 4 on. 
ch the National and who said “... we t H In his long career Nugent starred Hollywood angle was developed 
yes are concerned lest the controversy oOuses in scores of stage plays and films 0a ext Cal | during Father Hartke’s recent visit 
ef- result in the loss of our one re- | He had also been a prolific contrib | there when he conferred with such 
ri- maining theatre.” New York. | utor of articles to Variety for years. Niietihlis Wineiiitee sD eieeias ae |people as Dore Schary, Jean Her- 
- He proposes that a poll among | Editor, Variety: | His articles on the theatre, its trends sianatie tn moore! oF an in a | holt, Bill Goetz and Eric Johnston. 
~ot rr Al pong ner gaiyoing as Your editorial, “Give Legit Public peg re OSS a aes next season by “Androcles and the + tage pe the ee See 
* biased agency, the actors, authors | 4 Break,” in the April 16 | During his years in the ‘theatre inal the aot bd “Alice IN | here in about three weeks for addi- 
>ks and the house owner (Marcus Hei-} moves me to write one of those Nugent had been in every branch} , aediiede Perr . Pies Bere d tional conferences on the arrange- 
me — first ao * abide i ys I-agree-with-you-completely-but let- | Of show business. Born in Niles, O., It wilh definitely por se rad ae sag ol 
0- © e majority. Proposer believes he made his first stage appearance as Re . ngle seems to be that Hollywood 
. the majority rule would be a demo- ters. } la child. He later prt with rep tory. will have a first crack at anything 
». cratic solution. Guild has 15,000 Anyone who patronizes the legiti- | and stock companies, and it was at “Androcles” was best draw of the | worthwhile and will also be able to 
subscribers in Washington and en-|™@te theatres on Broadway, be he | this time that he met and married | *iX ART revivals in New York un-|cash in, publicity-wise, on a new 
virons. Since the agitation started, | New Yorker or hinterlander, cannot | the jate Grace Fertig Nugent. For | “! “Alice,” which is costly to oper- | twist which might serve as buildup 
there have been many letters re- |help but concur, in general, with | years they were headliners rm big- | ate, opened. “Alice” is slated to| for players in whem the studios are 
ceived from them by the Guild, all |Your indictment of the indifferent | time vaudeville, appearing in sket- | Ve t0 another house after June 1, | particularly interested. 
- ‘ pertaining to segregation. Some oe . yo mnt i | ehan authored by yon Later | when pose lease on the Interna- If the idea works in Washington 
ng- sixty requested the color line be ‘ @ proper term ° | whes : : ; * | tional (Columbus Circle) expires. A | there would be nothing to prevent 
oe eliminated but the subscribers had managerial attitudes that range Sait: Anos dint Whites tales @inamtie oa | route has been laid out for “An- | the studios from dutending the tieup 
are not been asked to signify their opin- from plain laissez-faire to contempt | of ar ou ’ ’ ’ | drocles,” but one has not yet beenj|to other similar sources such as 
per- jéns, the communications being un- | #"4 Petit larceny. In 1922, Nugent and Elliott collab- | §*! a those at Yale and Harvard. It is 
1as- solicited. Only past reaction among As the producer of “Life With orated on the play, “Kempy,” which “Alice” needs its share of $18,000 pointed out here that the industry 
‘ed pe ch oy TE te, meat = Washing- ordanees rate al eet Fs |} catapulted Nugent the elder to to a —_ because of the large pene be giving hence drama-writing 
on was indicated more than a gen- : eatre, wou ike to | Broadway legit stardom. : cast and other unusual operating | talent an opportunity to develo 
of eration ago when the former Belasco | Make a very important point: not | was in thet oak tek a eel as a costs. Two of the players among the | Which, of course, is right down the 
isn't also played legit. There was no|all house managements are guilty| Among other plays on which he | ight given star billing in most ART alley of showbiz, which also looks 
ause color line then, and only a puny |0f the sins you catalog. Since be-| collaborated with his son were “A | shows have small parts in “Alice,” | for new faces and new pens. 
"on- percentage of Negroes went to coming a tenant of the Bijou theatre | Clean Town.” “The Dumb-Bell.” | #24 while their contracts call for The New York connection with 
shows. in 1945 we have had frequent oc-|“The Rising Son,” “The Poor Nut,” | less salary than usual, they receive |American National Theatre and 
ys Recently an open letter sent Hei- casion to marvel at the scrupulous |“Human Nature,” “The Trouper,” between $200 and $300 weekly. Only | Academy will additionally hypo the 
ont man by Clarence Derwent was news | @ttention paid to our comfort and (Continued on page 52) ’ |a few actors are doubled in parts al- | Work of the class, now composed of 
nee around Equity until it was printed our patrons’ comfort by our land- though quite a few could be so used | More than 50 students, bulk of them 
she in the Times. Derwent is president | !ord, the City Investing Co., through ae R in such a player setup. Musicians |€X-GI's. Kerr is wellknown on 
pre's of Equity but his intent of writing |the direct supervision of Louis Lo- Playwrights Co Gives union does not class “Alice” as a| Broadway, where some of his own 
—_ a protest on segregation at the Na- | tito. ° —— play but there are 17 men in bear has ge sold and produced 
tional was not discussed by the} As I am sure their occupants will $ 500 G F the pit for the incidental music-sans- | Professionally after it got a start in 
“te council. Letter was signed by Der- tell you, the other CIC pants 3 to roup or sates the little Catholic University thea- 
meet as re of Equity but it was | Martin Beck, Fulton, Morosco, 46th Experi | WS ART is much more in the red than pot a ro aul = ae 
not an official message from the as-| Street and Coronet—are managed imenta Sho previously figured. Investments of ptable plays during the 
sociation. Yesterday (22) Equity re-| under the same strict policy "a Experimental Theatre, which | *ockholders represent. $300,000, to year, Kerr expects to work in a new 
ceived a report from its segregation | maximum service and convenience. |finaled its activities at the Princess, | Wich wes added $30,000 or more in opus of his own among the septet in 
committee's report after huddling|Mr. Lotito is a watchful man and|N, Y., last Sunday (20), will not at- | ‘e form of donations. The outfit the deal. 
‘uve with the Dramatists Guild. Last|a very considerate man. (Adv.). tempt further presentations this | also is said to have obtained 5,000 Bev = the fee ae will be chosen 
with Friday (18) the agents and man-| His houses certainly are not{summer but is encouraged to re- | Patrons at $6 each, that revenue | . dp cwcagfocts the Bam ty Yeon hes 
y g scheduled for preduction lat 
- de- agers union agreed to support any | “stodgy.” He keeps a staff of work- |Sume next season by being granted placing the total close to the $360,- |, S P on ate =i 
s up cempaign against racial discrimina- | men o l 52 '$1,500 by the Playwrights C a /000 mark. “Patrons” have the privi- oun. second will be produced late 
ey Siem ta the thact th Sati n on salary weeks a year to} } by the ywrights Co. as the r Fiend tick ting in July, and then there will be a 
voice being b ] eatre, the resolution | maintain a spic and span appear- latter's annual award in memory of | ege of buying tickets at the Dox- | .nmer break before the final five 
tion. ng broadly non-committal. ance front and back. ‘its late member, Sidney Howard. Five | ice. are offered. All will have three- 
ance ae Our actors’ dressingreome have |S0% St but ene orien ty ae} Cast of "Androdies,” Bend whee! week sume 
‘h at Admission Suits been painted and brightened with |Known authors, were presented, none | £0!n8 to the road, is not definite.| “jt is such training grounds as 
aspe- Washington, April 22. |new wallpaper twice since we have |€ing regarded as measuring up for ger Truex being the only one of | ours,” points out Father Hartke, 
oo The Jong drawn-out suit involving | been in the Bijou. The auditorium regular production. Heretofore, the | * "4 — ee iy ad i. | Broadway and Hollywood are 
t 30 the right of the National theatre | itself is constantly being cleaned | Howard prize was given to a new pd ge in dP oe have definitely | coming more and more to depend 
(legit) to refuse admission to Ne-|and inspected for any. minor re- |Playwright of promise, this being the onete mae Saaes Some week ago the | upon for their future writing talent. 
oing groes is expected to come to an end | pairs that may be required. You frst time that a group movement ae ene See ART from| “What is more logical than that 
= tomorrow (23) when the opposing | will recall what large sums were | ¥@S cited. ‘ a ag shia —< signatured at/ they should assist in developing that 
eal (Continued on page 50) spent in completely renovating the | Ward was announced at a dinner the ears. Some of the starred play- | talent? Viewed in that light, it is as 
Gets Forrest (now the Coronet) and how | ¢@tlier in the evening, at Town Hall, sen gag Ley mies, either remaining | much of an opportunity for Holly- 
se. much was spent to install luxurious latter’s club being hosts to’ ET of- = Berea play er at tour or | wood and Broadway as it is for the 
gl b CHI BROKERS CITED star suites backstage in several of |ficers and the American National = a BP ec om yg genet | student playwrights. It is in that light 
«it these houses. Theatre and Academy, which spon- a8 a Gesned Pie an Shaw aes j that I presented it to the theatre 
this - We have never had ore complaint sored the experimental plays. Check D the h gh ' h sau’ }and motion picture people, and it 
FOR TIX VIOLATIONS of “insolence” on the part of house | Was tendered to Vinton Freedley, for ABT. na Viet —~ =e yoreied Do in that light that they are joining 
ro- . ; attaches at the Bijou, from boxoffice | President of ANTA, by Robert E. alr » SBE Victos Cory, SNCS | with us.” ' 
Pai Chicago, April 22. | 5) ushers. Any violation of Mr. Lo- Sherwood, of the Playwrights, and | f/mite, are said to be definitely | 
wit Six Chi ticket brokers faced with | tito’s cardinal rule of courtesy would |turned over to Clarence Derwent, finished with the rep venture. LONDON ‘ROO ? 
ange- maximum total fines of $1,200 had (Continued on page 51) chairman of the ET committee. Later Despite its problems ART counts | TS TO SEE 
suck informations filed against altel, — was a party at the Princess for | on ore during the | 
d o m last week by assistant U-S. ‘ ET participants. eS MEMBERS OF N.Y CO 
puffs Attorney Edward a Bradley, Jr. Map Albany Light Opera No theatre has been secured by ” ryote , 
ys, is z ne were charged with reselling Albany, April 22, |ET for next season's planned series |Buxtons Buy Manchester | beg wee a actors who appeared 
ckets that had neither sellers’ ia : " {of plays. jn the original cast of “Deep Are 
musi- name or resale price as prescribed | Civic light opera as well as a Royal for $1,680,000 tne roots” are going to London for 
lways b ' series of concerts are planned here | ¢ ; ° ,' 
| imi- yl ites Mort | Under the sponsorship of a group of Laughter Back in London; —_— Pa je popsemanes «tees: ty Bam 
.= Levin, Harry Waterfall yee local businessmen known as the n . Buxton Bros. theatre circuit, which | Beaumont. British manager saw the 
Dick Waterfall, Mrs. DeVota R. Dela- Knickerbocker Guild. Hart S. Aus- Larry Adler in Recital operates 25 houses in the Manches- | trio when the play ran at the Fulton, 
_ ver= hanty, Misses Bea Johnson and | ‘in heads the new venture. London, April 22 | ter area, last week bought the Royal, N. Y., last season and expressed a 
s€ the one of * Chica ae tee a pg aan secretary, and Carlin Gallo- Coward's “Present Laughter” bowed | made in the Monte Carlo Casino be- 'the English rights from Kermit 
id for + <atllred £ argest c¢ way, treasurer. Brumaghim, one- ee pas yg en {tween Harry Buxton, head of the | Bloomgarden, who, with George 
Bis time business manager of “ = Carey stensiant tm. tale iro ne | chain, and Raymond Pollack, Royal's | Heller, produced “Roots.” 
; Bill ALBANY JUMP-BREAKER Light Gpere a a a roles. Play is doing capacity and | °W"er. Evelyn Ellis, Helen Martin and 
‘anges Albany, April 22 for Knickerbocker. should continue to garner strong| House seats 2,900 and also includes | Gordon Heath are the colored piay- 
i F : : trade for the duration of its sched- a 2,000 capacity ballroom and a ; sas : A 
ymedy amd eats hee Manse Doce” Lyric Dramas for B’way uled short run. |string of shops. Buxtons also re- jers sailing, along with Betty Blake, 
r for two nights, May 21-22, as a jump| “The Medium” and “The Tele-| Larry Adler appeared at Albert | cently acquired two other houses in assigned to the part originated by 
—_ breaker Selieaen Gs gy he a of |phone,” by Gian-Carlo Menotti, | Hall Saturday (°9) in a concert re- Manchester, ineluding the Oxford Barbara Bel Geddes, who went to 
the farce at the Erlanger, Buffalo, described as musical plays or “lyric | cital with Gwen Catley and Monia | (1,600 seats) and Market street (1,- | Hollywood on the strength of her 
ft the May 13, and its Broadwa opening. dramas,” come to the Barrymore, |Liter supporting him. Harmonica 400), from alderman Fred Emery. | performance. There are 11 in the 
. for @ June 2. , N. Y., next week. ‘artist drew some 3,000 patrons, half | Understood deal for these two ; show, the other parts to be cast 
tie This j a : sas .y were presenied at Columbia | the hall's capacity. With the house’s houses involved $936,000. over there. “Roots” is thus another 
mplay- play mane _ — oe Bon Boe ‘eat May and again et | usual longhair audience notably | . . | among the group of American 
turns years, except for the Variety Club's | the Heckscher, an uptown N , - , absent, the customers vociferously | The American Opera Foundation, | shows primed fer London this sum- 
— Presentation of “Life With Father” | little theatre in February, Phil Ad peeenbent a ony = apc esa sro See ‘ti . pag ana a i= ae status of “Harvey” is now 
Is © at the Strand ] aie "er © general manager. ily outstanding on his jazz numbers. bership corporation in New Yrork. ' indefinite. 
hal. ast year. er is & 
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“All My Sons Noses 


For N. Y. Drama Critics 46-47 Award 


“All My Sons” has been named the 
be t Broadway play of 1946-47 by 
the Critics Circle. Play was writ- 
ten by Arthur Miller, a_ virtual 
Broadway newcomer, and staged by 
Elia Kazan, both of whom were 
cited at the Antoinette Perry memo- 
rial dinner recently. It was pro- 
duced by Harold Clurman, Kazan 
and Walter Fried in association with 
Horbert H. Harris. 

Second choice was Eugene O'Neill's 
Iceman Cometh,” which was 
w ll up in the balloting, although 
“~ons” led from the start. “An- 
© rer Part of the Forest,” “Joan of 
Lorraine” and “Brigadoon” were 
@lso competitors. One vote was 
given the latter on the strength of 
its book and lyrics by Alan Jay 
Lerner. O'Neill, who won the 
Pulitzer prize several times, was in 
retirement when’ the Circle was 
formed, and this is the first time any 
of his plays was considered by the 
reviewers, , 

T est season the critics ducked se- 
lc. ing a best play for the second 
time, for which they were panned, 
even by some of their own members. 
This season it was decided to make 
a selection “without regard to any 
absolute critical standard.” There 
are 25 in the Circle, which started 
with nine reviewers on the dailies, 
but weeklies and monthlies are now 
in-luded. 

First vote had 12 for “Sons,” 
which lacked a majority by one, 
with seven for “Iceman.” Subse- 
quent voting was on the point sys- 
tem, five going for the first selection 
with points graduating down to one. 
On that count “Iceman” was a closer 
second getting 80 points to 86 for 
“Sons,” with 72 for “Forest,” 55 for 
“Joan” and 53 for ‘Brigadoon.” 
Among the musicals the latter's 
count was 89, with “Finian’s Rain- 
bow” 73, “Annie Get Your Gun” 
(Broadway's leader) 65, “Call Me 
Mister” 56 and “Street Scene” 47, 
latter, an operatic attraction, hav- 
ing been hailed by the critics though 
it’s a doubtful stayer. “No Exit,” 
the Jean-Paul Sartre drama, which 
played very briefly, was named the 
best play of foreign origin, with 
“The Whole World Over,” not doing 
s0 well either, also mentioned. 


Curtiz Directs at Strawhat 


Luguna, Cal.. April 22. 

Gryphon Players start their sec- 
ond strawhat season here July 1, 
with Michael Curtiz slated as di- 
rector on one of the nine plays on 
the program. 

Company will stage one play a 
week, opening Tuesday and closing 
Sunday. 


“The 








Schumer Sons’ Strawhat 
Arthur and Henry Schumer, sons 
of Harry Schumer, theatrical truck- 
er, will operate the Stratton Play- 
house, Middletown, N. Y. Theatre 
will have scenery, props and elec- 
trical equipment from the Schumer 
wrrehouse. 
Middletown house was used for 
tryouts years ago and at least one 
new play will be first-timed there 
this summer. 





‘sfow Boat’ for St. Louis 
St. Louis, April 22. 


“Show Boat,” the Oscar Hammer- 
has 


stein-Jerome Kern operetta 
been booked for two weeks to wind 
up the 1947 season of the Municipal 
Theatre Assn’s 12-week season in 
the al fresco theatre, Forest Park. 





Dallas Tees Off June 16 
Dallas, April 22. 
With a two-week run of “Show 








Out ‘Iceman’ 


Segregation 


Continued from page 49 =! 








counsel make their closing argu- 
ments and leave the decision in the 
hands of Judge Nadine Gallagher. 
Case, going on for the past four 
weeks, involves small-claims suits 
by seven persons to recover what 
they paid for tickets after Negroes 
presented the ducats at the door 
and were refused admission. The- 
atre would not refund at the last 
minute. If theatre is forced to pay 
refunds, its “white only” policy 
could be made too expensive. 
Last Wednesday the theatre’s at- | 
torneys lost a motion to have rec- 
ords of the Committee for Racial 
Democracy admitted as evidence in 
the case. Three of those suing for 
refunds are members of that com- 
mittee, and counsel for the defen- 
dant claims that the Committee is 
in a conspiracy to restrain the the- 
atre’s trade. Ida Fox, secretary of 
the committee, was called as a wit- 
ness by the theatre, but declined to 
answer questions on the grounds 
that the answers might tend to in- 
criminate her. 


De Basil Troupe 
Breaking Up 


Trip of Col. Vassily de Basil's | 
Original Ballet Russe to Spain is off 
due to lack of finances for transpor- 
tation and indefiniteness of the Bar- 
celona booking. Troupe is now 
breaking up. Troupe had toured 
the U.S. this season and played two 
N.Y. engagements. 

De Basil is sending his Mexi- 
can and South American dancers 
home, as per contract. A dozen 


Russian dancers in the troupe are 
remaining in N.Y. (although they'll 
have to shift for themselves next 
few months), to be used as nucleus 
of a new company de Basil will as- 
semble and rehearse in the fall. Sol 
Hurok, who booked the Original Bal- 
let Russse this season, is contracted 
to take them on again next season, 
if troupe is assembled. 


Meantime, the Ballet Theatre, 
which plays a sping engagement at 
the N.Y. City Center April 28-May 
18, will leave late May for two 
weeks’ engagement in Cuba, then goes 
to London early in July for its 
second successive summer season at 
Covent Garden. And the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo leaves early 
in May for a season in Mexico. 


Ballet Russe, which has had a 
steady U.S. run for 46% weeks, will 
play four weeks in Mexico starting 
May 11, then goes to the Coast for 
performances at the Hollywood 
Bowl. For its recent six-week en- 
gagement at the N.Y. City Center, 
management claims it grossed a 
$22,500 weekly average instead of the 
$18,000 previously attributed to it. 


Despite so-so seasons this year, the 
ballet companies plan full seasons 
next year and have booked into New 
York fairly early in the fall. The 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo will 
appear at the City Center Sept. 7, 
and Hurok has an early September 
date at the Metropolitan Opera 
House, to be filled by the Original 
Ballet Russe or some other company 
he procures. The Ballet Theatre, 
which played the Broadway last fall 
at $4.80 top (and goes into the City 








Boat,” the State Fair will open its 
fifth consecutive al fresco season of 
operettas at Fair Park Casino here 
on June 16. 

There will be a total of nine 
Operetias presented during the sea- 
60n, which will run through Aug. 24. 





Maine’s 11-Week Season 
Surry, Me., April 22. 


Local haylofter, Surry Playhouse, 
Two 
tryouts are slated to be presented in 


will get underway June 24. 


the 1l-week season. 





Green Hills In June 16 Bow 
Reading, Pa., April 22. 
Green Hills theatre, 


June 16 for a 12-week season, in its 
sixth year under direction of George 
R. Snell. 

Equity A resident company will 


five miles 
south of here at Mohnton, will open 


Center next week at $2.40 top), will 
play the City Center next November 
as ifs fall N.Y. season, again at $2.40. 





Cragin, William C. Cragin, John H. 
Fisher, Harry M. Hess, Helen V. 
Seamon, Josephine Barnard, Richard 
Woodworth, Helen Hess Howe and 
Jacques Aubuchon, last-named as 
Stage manager. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“~ “The Medium” and 
phone” — Chandler 
Efrem Zimbalist, Jr. 


Cowles and 


and Edgar Luckenbach, Jr. 
“Love For Love” (revival)—John 

C. Wilson and Theatre Guild. 
“Louisiana Lady”—Hall Shelton. 
“Heads or Tails” — H, J. Langs- 








include Robert Davis, Virginia True 


ae 


Civie Light Opera Co., which opens 
nine-week schedule of al 


| will be plenty all right by then. 


“The Tele- 


“Portrait in Black”—David Lowe 


Pitt Casting Troubles 


Pittsburgh, April 22. 
Casting troubles have een 
plaguing William Wymetal in his 
fist season aS managing director of 


fresco 
operettas at Pitt Stadium June 2. 
Irene Manning, who had been set 
to star in opener, “The Desert Song,” 
had to bow out, and she's being re- 
placed by Margaret Spencer, al- 
though Miss Manning will come on 
later for “Balalaika.” Bill Johnson, 
scheduled for two shows, asked for 
and got a release in order to take 
male lead in London production of 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” and now 
Allan Jones’ bad throat, which has 
taken him out of the lineup in the 
Vanity Fair, N.Y. cafe, is threatening 
his scheduled booking, week of June 
9, in “Cat and the Fiddle.” Jones’ 
doctors, however, have intimated he 





Radio Specialists 
Adopted by ATAM 
In P.A. Division 


Assn. of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers has added a new member- 
ship division, that of legit press 
agents who specialize on publicity 
for radio rather than dailies and 
other media. 

Recently there was a dispute in 
ATAM over the right of radio spe- 
cialists to take on legit shows, and 
one manager was ordered to dismiss 
the radio agent. Upon reconsidera- 
tion the new classification was de- 
cided upon, but the radio p.a.’s 
aren’t sure whether they have been 
benefited or not. 


Radio p.a.s are classed as asso- 
ciates but the minimum pay is lower, 
yet the initiation fee of $260 and 
annual dues of $36 are the same as 
for legiters. Associates to senior 
agents get a minimum of $115 week- 
ly if the p.a. is handling two shows 
and $152.50 if a third attraction is 
added. Radio associates’ minimum is 
$75, but then may obtain a higher 
salary. Radio associates cannot han- 
dle more than three shows, whereas 
senior agents can represent as 
many as six. ; 

ATAM’s benefit performance 
(“Finian’s Rainbow”) netted the 
union $16,000 for its welfare fund, 
which now totals $22,000, a better 
financial condition than heretofore, 
even after paying over $6,000 for 
hospitalization protection. Souvenir- 
booklet netted $13,500, and there was 
a net of $2,500 from the show. 

Ben Boyar was renominated as 
president but there will be a contest 
for vice-presidency between Charles 
Mulligan and Bernard Simon. Other 
incumbents named are: Milton Wein- 
traub sec.-treasurer; Oliver Sayler, 
business agent, and Fred De Bondy, 
sergeant-at-arms. Nominated for the 
board: Mack Hilliard, Morris Jacobs, 
Frank Smith. and Robert Milford, 
managers, all incumbents; William 
Fields and Richard Maney, Broad- 
way agents, both new; Elliott For- 
man and Forrest Crossman, road 
agents, latter being new; Ben Chasen 
and Nathan Parks, Yiddish group. 


‘NEW MOON’ HEADS SKED 
OF INDPLS. OPERETTAS 


Indianapolis, April 22. 

After weeks of indecision, In- 
dianapolis finally plunked for at 
least a taste of summer opera when 
mayor’s citizens committee last week 
approved outdoor production of Sig- 
mund Romberg’s “New Moon” as a 
feature of six or seven-week festival 


celebrating centennial of the munic- 
ipal charter. 


Romberg himself will come here 
to conduct opening night's per- 
formance, probably July 18, with 
Charles Hedley, director of In- 
dianapolis Opera theatre, taking 
over podium for rest of week’s run. 
Idea is to use imported professionals 
in principal roles, building ensem- 
bles locally. 

Centennial setup also calls for six 
weeks of “pop” concerts, three 
nights a week, by a 55-piece orches- 
tra recruited from members of In- 
dianapolis Symphony. utilizing guest 
artists and conductors. Promoters 
are seeking week road show engage- 








Inside Stuf—Legit = 


Shuberts made a highly profitable lease with United Artists for 
Broadway theatre, which reverted to films recently with Charles Cha 
lin’s “Monsieur Verdoux.” Deal calls for a weekly rental of $5,000 weeks 
over a period of 18 months, plus a small (reportedly 2%) percentage if 


Broadway’s season was off, the reason for the Shuberts dropping it from 
the legit list, but reports are that the house was profitable every lighted 
week because the guarantees from producers topped fixed and operati 

charges. us 
With the switching of the Broadway to pictures, there is only one 
legiter directly on the main stem, the Empire. The Winter Garden was 
leased for films last year by the Shuberts to the J. Arthur Rank cot 


reputed rental being $1,000 daily. <rte, 





Coast-to-coast tour of “The Song of Norway,” proposed for next seaso 


| has been cancelled, according to Ned Alvord, who worked on the itinerary 


The agent suggested to Equity that the show management be permitted to 
skip 10 performances during the tour, if necessary, without salary liability 
because transportation problems make it difficult to play continuously 
especially in western territory. Alvord claims that the failure of the 
railroads to restore a nine-month limit on roundtrip tickets to the Coast 
and an indicated tilt in special train rates go to make a long tour “a 
foolhardy enterprise.” 

Equity declined to make the concession but there is provision in the 
rules whereby the manager does not pay salaries for performances neceg- 
sarily missed when coast-to-coast jumps are made. 





Mme. Tussaud’s Wax Works gave Herbert and Dorothy Fields the works, 
from the title of the same name. “The Works” was the tag of their pro- 
tracted libretto,for Beatrice Lillie; it was to have been a Rodgers & Ham- 
merstein production; and Irving Berlin was to do the score—in short, the 
same team as “Annie Get Your Gun.” Then the Tussaud estate insisteq 
upon complete script approval, right down to the last detail. The famed 
museum is a London landmark and the Lillie name was a natural affinity, 
For the same reason, however, there could be no double-talk with the 
estate, so the entire idea has been shelved, for the present anyway. 





Maurice Schwartz is collabing with Ari Ibn-Zahav, Palestine poet- 
novelist, to dramatize latter's novel, “Shylock, Jew of Venice.” Poet, who 
has done five years’ research on Shylock and 16th century Venice, arrived 
in the U. S. last week. Claims Shakespeare’s Shylock was an’ imaginary 
character, used dramatically to please the Bard's patrons, while historically 
Shylock was a ghetto leader who aimed at fighting Venetian persecution 
of Jewry. Ibn-Zahav’s aim, he says, is “to remove the disturbing mark 
on Jewry left by Shakespeare in ‘The Merchant of Venice’.” 





Private cars are permitted to park in front of legit theatres to await 
patrons after shows start, so it was unusual te see drivers draw out and 
leave the line during the engagement of “The Eagle Has Two Heads” at 
the Plymouth. Explanation was that part of the “carriage trade” strolled 
to Eighth avenue, after telling the drivers to meet them there. They 
didn’t wish to attract attention among other patrons on the pavement at 
intermissions to the fact that they were walking out on the play, which 
Starred Tallulah Bankhead. Show flopped out in three and a half weeks, 





Indications are that Frank Fay and Joe E. Brown will continue as 
leads of the respective “Harvey” companies on Broadway and the road. 
When the comedy finales in Chicago soon, Brown will go to the Coast for 
a picture, he’s under contract to tour in “Harvey” next season. Under- 
stood that Fay will signature a new contract soon, the original company 
being due to continue through the summer, and the run may extend well 
into the new season. 





At the premiere of “Message for Margaret,” English drama that opened 
and closed at the Plymouth, N. Y., last week, some first nighters won- 
dered whether co-stars Mady Christians and Miriam Hopkins had patched 
up differences reputed to have arisen when the show played Boston, 
Previous to their appearance in “Margaret” they were supposed to have 
been close friends. Miss Hopkins coughed a number of times while Miss 
Christians was speaking lines, but it may have been a scratchy throat, 





Felix Brentano, stager of “The Chocolate Soldier” revival on Broad- 
way, is commuting to Toronto in the readying of Smetana’s “The Bartered 
Bride,” to be staged in Eaton Auditorium by undergraduates of the Con- 
servatory of Music, University of Toronto. Brentano is having his troubles; 
he not only fell over a maypole and dented a couple of ribs and an ankle, 


—_ an of properties went on fire just as it arrived outside audi- 





Reo yon in months of overcharging for theatre tickets was heard by 
the legit code board last week without definite results. It was alleged that 
high prices were exacted by the agency headed by Jackie Ahearn. Iden- 
9 of the clerk in the case was not established, doubt being created when 
t was stated that the one named was in the hospital at the time the sale 
was made. Case, which had been considered before, was again postponed. 





nee Crawford's gesture in buying hospitalization and medical insur- 
nce for all actors, stagehands and staff of “Brigadoon” (about 100 people) 


will cost her over $1,000. Instead of shari i i 
gre ng costs h ff, as is cus- 
tomary, producer paid full cost herself. ee 





topper. All events will be held in 
Butler University bowl. 


grosses exceeded an agreed-upon figure. It had been assumed that the’ 


Junior Chamber of Commerce has 
agreed to handle ticket sales, and 
other Civic Organizations are co- 
Operating. Guarantee. fund of 
$60,000 will be raised to finance 
project. Indianapolis Theatre Assn., 
Inc., organized two years ago to 
sponsor summer opera in city, has 
ample funds in coffers but refuses 
to risk same until time is ripe to 
Start full season activity. Plans for 
beginning this year were deferred 
due to lack of suitable locale. 

Committee will hire general man- 
ager to Oversee centennial events. 





Set Revue for Summer Tour 
vis Pittsburgh, April 22. 
Original revue by Charles Gaynor, 
which will close Fred Burleigh’s 
Playhouse season here next month 
and open Burleigh's summer sched- 
ule at Cohasset, Mass., in July, is 
also being set for an eight-week 
tour of eastern strawhat circuit un- 
der joint management of Burleigh 
and Mrs. Alexander Dean, who op- 
erate Cohasset’s South Shore play- 
ers, and Gaynor. Schedule for it 
will be arranged in New York by 
Burleigh in a few weeks after mu- 








felder and Ervin Drake. 


ment of “Song of Norway” for a 


sical, which has been tagged “After 
Hours,” gets going here. , 





Probe Excessive 
Fees by Agents 


Alleged payments by actors of 
more than the prescribed 5% com- 
mission to agents for legit engage- 
ments has cropped up again. In 
Equity’s current monthly both are 
warned to stick to the rules. There 
has evidenfly been an increase in 
infractions lately, so an additional 
Equity staffman has been assign 
to check up on the agents—members 
contracts. 


Agents are warned that those eX 
acting more than the allowed com- 
mission are jeopardizing their per 
mits, while actors who pay exces 
sively are liable to “severe” penal 
ties. 





Weissberger’s Treatise 


L. Arnold Weissberger, theatrical 
attorney, has written a treatise on 
“Theatrical Law” for the Encyclo 
pedia Americana. 

The barrister takes in 
theatre rights, licensing, 


the guilds, 
etc. 








yer 
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‘Holiday’ Blows Chi After Zephyr 196, 
‘Lute’ Fading, ‘Yesterday’ Boff 2016 


+ 


Chicago, April 22. + 





Dip at the wickets continued here 
last week, with no house unaffected. 
“Beggar's Holiday” closed at the 
Shubert after receiving cold 
shoulder. Replacing “Holiday” will 
be “Cyrano de Bergerac” April 28. 

“Lute Song,” after worthy show- | 
ing at Studebaker, and “Three To 
Make Ready,” at Blackstone, also 
after excellent showing, leave May 
10. while “Fatal Weakness” is 
skedded to quit Selwyn May 31. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Beggar’s Holiday,” Shubert (2d 

wk) (2,100; $4.20). Force to leave; 


$19,000. 
“Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (8th 
wk) (1,334; $3.60). Most popular 


comedy in town, $20,500. 
“Harvey,” Harris (37th wk) (1,000: 


$4.20). Fairly steady and consistent 
with $16,000. 
“Lute Song,” Studebaker (13th | 
wk) (1,246; $4.20). Beginning to| 
show signs of fading, $17,000. 
“Fatal Weakness,” Selwyn (2d 
wk) (1,000; $3.60). Not as hot as 


indicated by crix but still good with 
$18,000. 

“Three To Make Ready,” Black- 
stone (10th wk) (1,358; $5.40). Af- 
fected with others to $21,000. 


IN OPENING L.A. WEEK 


Los Angeles, April 22. 

Surprisingly low take of “Mag- 
nificent Yankee” marked legit busi- 

ess in Los Angeles last week, with 
heat wave blamed for keeping 
crowds from the Biltmore down- 
town. Despite terrific notices, Louis 
Calhern-Sylvia Field vehicle gath- 
ered only fair $13,000 for full week 
stand. “Yankee” is in for two more 
weeks, to be followed at Biltmore 
by three-week pre-Broadway visit 
of “Accidentally Yours.” 

Topping city’s legit houses was 
E) Capitan, where Ken Murray's 
“Blackouts of 1947” breezed through 
jts 252nd frame with the usual $17,- 
000 gross. 

Close on its heels was “Anna Lu- 
casta.” in its second full week at 
a. to which it moved after 

iltmore stand. Piece drew $16,400, 
increase over previous 





a stight 
week's biz. 
Two smaller houses, El Patio and 
Las Palmas, where Actors’ Lab had 
held fcrth, both shuttered after last 
week's performances. E] Patio will 


| to 
|}in installing air conditioning system, 


‘State’ Gets Raves But 
Only 146 in Toronto 


Toronto, April 22. 
While “State of the Union” re- 
ceived splendid press notices here, 
political piece did a disappointing 
$14.200 at the Royal Alexandra 


| (1,525) at $3 top, Canadian audience | 


showing little interest in American 
matters of state. 

Currently, Elisabeth Bergner has 
opened a new spring tour here of 
“The Two Mrs. Carrolls” at $3.60 
top at the Royal. 


‘RUTH’ FORCED TO DROP 
SHOWS: GETS 646, D. C.. 


Washington, April 22. 

“Dear Ruth,” in its repeat here, 
rar into tough luck past week. Due 
mechanical difficulties backstage 
both Saturday performances had to 
to be blacked out, with an estimated 
$2.500 loss to the ke. At 
that; with a $2.20 top, comedy rang 
up a fair $6,500 for six ‘perform- 
ances. Show holds for _ second 


weekly ta 


| Stanza. 


Elizabeth Bergner in “Two Mrs. 
Carrolls” bows in for a fortnight 
April 29 in a repeat run here. Thea- 
tre Guild brings the John Gielgud 
revival of Congreve’s “Love for 
Love” in as its fifth play for cur- 
rent season on May 12, 


ee , 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering Apr. 21-May 3) 
“Accidentally Yours”—Aud., Oak- 
land (21); Aud., Stockton (23); Aud., 


Fresno (25); Aud., San Diego (27- | Goured “Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (64th | 
28); Aud., Sacramento (29); Aud., | “Red Mill.” Shubert (1.590: $4.20) week) (C-993; $4.80%. Affected only 
Pasadena (30); Lobero, Santa Bar- Fifth wwaeke still outwittine “rialte at midweek matinee, but not ma- 
bara (1-3). lfigurers with a great estimated | t€Tially; gross was close to $21,000. 
“Anna Lucasta”—Plymout®, Bost. | ¢99 909. 5 | “Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (6th week) 
(21-3). “Three Indelicate Ladies,” Wilbur | (M-1,626; $4.80). Nothing should 


“Anna Lucasta”—Belasco, 
(21-26). 

“Barretts of Wimpole Street” — 
Mayfair, Portland (21-23); Temple, 
Tacoma (24): ‘Lyric, Vancouver (25- 
26); Metropolitan, Seattle (28-3). 

“Blackouts of 1947’°—El Capitan, 
Hollywood (21-3). 

Blackstone—Geary, Frisco (21-3). 

“Bloomer Girl”—English, Indnpls. 





resume shortly but other house will 
become film center, and Lab will re- 
main idle pending appreval of plans 
for .temporary Trsonbett Hut play- 
house on Cahuenga boulevard. Lab 
wound up its stay with $5,500 for 
third full week of Volpone.” Three- 
) Aa four-day stand pulled in $16,- 


El Patio’s oftering, “Pappa Is All.” 
authored by local drama critic Pat- 
terson Greene, wound up final week 


(21-26); Hartman, Col. (28-3). 
“Blossom Time”’—Temple, Birm- 
ingham (21); Aud., Montgomery 
(22): Erlanger, Atlanta (23-26); 
Carolina, Greensboro: (28); Radio, 
Richmond (30-2);. Maryland, Cum- 
berland (3). 

“Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. 
(21-3). 

‘“Call Me Mister’—Aud., 
(21-26): Cass, Det. (28-3). 
“Cyrano de_ Bergerac’—Hanna, 


Cincy 





with $4,500, to register $9,500 for 


two weeks. | 


Civic Light Opera Co. resumed at 
Philharmonic Auditorium last night 
(21) with “Song of Norway,” amid 
indications of successful season, 


Montreal Pays Off 


Montreal, April 22. 

Not since before the war has the 
payoff at the boxoffice for visiting 
troupes been as solid as in the past 
seasom according to pomeeenenee 
Theatres, operators of His Majesty's 
which houses most of the traveling 
legiters. 

Op grossers of the season have 
been “Importance of Being Earnest” 
with “Voice of the Turtle” a close 
second, both grossing an average 





22.000 for a week's run with two 
matinees, 









Sez Serlin 


Continued from page 49 


be dealt with promptly—and severe- | 23); 


His treasurer at the 


oi suspect. 
k, Miss Dora Chamberlain, has | “Student Prince”’—Orpheum, 


just won the American Theatre | 
Wing's Antoinette Perry award as the. 
most courteous boxoffice attendant | 
on Broadway. My guess is that the 
treasurers of the other CIC houses | 
must have been the runners-up. 
Furthermore, there are no “money- 
&tubbing coatroom and soft drink 
concessionaires” to cope with in the 
CIC houses. And there are hatracks 
under all the seats. I happen to 
know that Mr. Lotito has rejected 
arge amounts of money offered by 
concessionaires itching to set up 
shop in his theatres. 
I have written this extensive plug, 
#s I discover it has become, out of 
& strong feeling that as refreshing 
an attitude as Mr. Lotito’s shauid | 
~ nurtured vigorously. We need 
an and his kind desperately in 
iS business. He has consistently 
demonstrated that he believes in 
Giving the legit public a break. 
Oscar Serlin. 


| Lafayette, Det. 


| “Voice of 


| Cleve. (21-26): Shubert, Chi. (28-3). 
| “Dear Ruth’—Nat'l, Wash. (21- 
| 26): Rajah, Reading (28); Playhouse, 
| Wil. (29-30); Shubert, N. Haven 
(1-3). 

“Hamlet”—Colonial, Bost. 
Victory, Providenee (28);  Aud., 
Worcester (29); Court Sq., Spring- 
field (30): Opera Hse., Newark (1-3). 

“Harvey”—Harris, Chi. (21-3). 

“Laura” Victory, Providence 
(21): Court Sq., Springfid, (22-23); 
Acad. Music, Northampton (24); 
Lyric, Bridgeport (25-26); Royal 
Alex.. Toronto (28-3). °* 

“Lute Song”’-— Studebaker, Chi. 
(21-3). 





iL. A. (21-3). 
Met Opera Co.—Opera Hse., Chi. 

(21-26): Opera Hse., Atlanta (28-29); 

| Opera Hse., Dallas (1-3). 
“Oklahoma!”—Paramount, 

(21-26); English, Indpls. (28-3). 

| “Pygmalion”—Cass, Det. (21-26); 

Hanna, Cleve. (28-3). 

| “State of the Union” — Forrest, 
hilly (21-3). 

estate of the Union”—Colonial, 

| Akron (21); 

Shea's Erie ; : 

| (25-26): Aud., Hartford (28-31); Vic- | 


| tory, Providence (2-3). 

, Og- 
den (21); Aud., Denver (23); Music 
Hall. K. C. (25-26); American, St. 
Louis (28-3). 

“The Fatal Weakness” — Selwyn, 
Chi, (21-3). 
“The Glass Menagerie”—Shubert- 
(21-3). 
Cometh”—Cox, Cincy | 





“The Iceman 


(28-3). 
“The Red Mill’ — Shubert, Bost. 

(21-3). a " 
“The Two Mrs. Carrolls —Royal | 


Alex.. Toronto (21-26); Nat’l., Wash. 


(28-3 ). 


“This Is the Life’—Locust, Philly 
(21-26). ce 

“Three to Make Ready” -Black- 
stone. Chi. (21-3). 


Rent”—American St. 
Walnut, Philly (28-3). 
Park”—Nixon, 


“Trouble for 
Louis (21-26): 
“Up in Central 
Pitt. (21-3). A , 
the Turtle” Virginia, 
22): State, Cambridge 


Thooling OT ws 
heelin (Zi-2e ; my 
W r Marietta (24); 


(23). Hippodrome, ar) 
Aud Newark (25); Waller. Zanes 
s ’ . VN : - = P : - 
villé (26): Auda Roch, (28-30); Erie 


] 


| Schenectady U-<). 


L. A. | 


(21-26); | 


“Magnificent Yankee” — Biltmore, 


Omaha | 


Park, Youngstown (22- | 


Earliest closing in local history | house (D-865; $4.80). Presented by 
(24); Aud., Roch. | brought about by lack of attractions, | Archer King and Harrison Wood- 
nevertheless, mounted a_ goodly | hull: written by Ferenc Molnar; 


| overall profit. 


‘PYG’-GERTIE SOCKO 
$24,500 IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, April 22. 

Gert Lawrence's continuing pop- 
ularity with natives, plus Bernard 
Shaw's comedy, “Pygmalion,” formed 
a solid combo that resulted in a 
sock one-week stand here that 
wound up Saturday (19). The piece, 
scaled to $3.66 was presented eight 
times at the American theatre and 
copped an estimated $24,500. 








Drop along Broadway last week 


Only a. fair advance has been | W288 only partially explained by 
lrecorded for “Trouble for Rent.” | Post-Easter reaction. Other factors 
which opened a one-week engage- | Were the smallpox scare and the 
ment at the American Sunday (20).| telephone strike. Boxoffice declines 


| Estelle Taylor, Lyle ‘Talbot have top 
roles. Play is scaled to $3.05. 


Tndelicate 6146 
Stops in Hub 


Boston, April 22. 
“Three Indelicate Ladies” was 
only new show in town last week. | 
and it took it more or less on the | 


registered during the holiday week, 
and some stayers went to new lows. 
| Not more than two or three attrac- 
tions sold out all performances, rain 
on the first day of the week and 
last Wednesday (16) also hurting. 

| nly arrival 





last week, “Message 
| for Margaret” was panned without 
; exception and the English drama 
| was yanked Saturday (19). Leaving 
| this week are “Another Part of The 
Forest” and “Lady 

| Fan.” If business does not improve 
for some others there will be more 
withdrawals. 


Estimates for Last Week 


were as much as the upped figures | 


Windermere’s | 


Smallpox Scare, Phone Strike Dent 
Bway Biz; ‘Message Gets Brushed; 
Forest’ Slips to 106, Ready to Quit 


and that was done with two-for- 
Ones; $12,000. 
“The Whole World Over,” Bilt- 
ore (4th week) (C-920;: $4.20). 
| Quoted a bit over $9,000, claimed to 
be some improvement; said to be an 
even break, 





“Years Ago,” Mansfield (20th 
week) (C-1,001; $4.80). Slipped like 
ithe field and was estimated at 


| around $15,060: lowest gross to date. 
REVIVALS 


| “Alice in Wonderland,” Interna- 
tional (2d week). (CD-1,172: $4.80). 
|Got real money iast week, with 


;} count around $22,000; likely to move 
;} to another theatre with cooling sys- 
tem when warm weather arrives. 


“The Importance of Being Ear- 
nest,” Royale (7th week) (C-1,025: 
| $4.80). Has two more weeks after 


| this; although still very big, anothe: 


a - : “" #: 
chin. Other attractions, barring} Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | pee many for Love,” being 
j everything Ss On Ice,” did well, with | cp (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue),+ “The Chocolate Soldier.” Century 
go han oper a Se Mos M (Musical), O (Operetta). (6th week) (M-1,172; $4.80). Not up 
snd Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo is “All My _Sons, _ Coronet (12th | to expectations a1 ds immer chances 
back at the Opera House Latte! week 3 (D-1 095; $4.80 , Holding to aor COSRSSG; eo around $22,000 

did fine on first visit but Ballet The- profitable margin and one of the “Burlesque, Belasco (17th week) 
atre, following soon after, lost plenty attractions (C-1,077; $4.80). Expectéd to stick 


that held its own; $15,- 
000 quoted. ‘ 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
Runs 


here, so current engagement is being | 
watched with interest. Ruth Draper Ps “ 
comes to the Wilbur April 28 and | (49th week) (M-1,427, $6.60). 
Maurice Chevalier, solo, follows on | don't continue at capacity 
May 5. Season seems to be drawing | Mitely but this one has sold out for 
to a close with few other things in nearly a year; over $45,000. 

offing before strawhatters tee off. 





Estimates for Last Week |ton (D-963: $4.80). Finale and 23d 
|, “Anna Lucasta,” Plymouth (1.300; | week, well on right side of ledger, 
$3.60). Second week of this attrac-|mestly through picture-rights 
tion took an _ estimated $17,000,| money: slipped to $10,000, lowest 
| plenty potent in a town currently | gross for drama. 
sagging. | “Barefoot Boy With Cheek,” Beck | 
_, Everything’s on Ice,” Center! (3¢ week) (M-1,214; $6). Didn't | 
| 1,500; $3). Second week slipped | yeach first full week but turned in 


| badly to an estimated $8,000 after 


. excellent $31,500. 
doing $11,100 on first, not as good as 


| (1,200; $3.60). Obviously a much | Stop this musical from cleaning up: 


| improved show over the New Haven | one of season's standouts; got more 
|debut, and played for gags andj|than $43,500, capacity, last week 

| hokum, this one still failed to click| “Call Me Mister,” National (53d 
with the critics and customers and | week) (R-1,104: $6). Celebrated 


| wound up with an estimated $6,500, | year's run last Friday (18): excellent 
closed Sat. (19). | pace somewhat affected. with last 
—— +--+ - week’s takings around $29.000. 


“CYRANO’ WINS RAVES | cx-1'67'S480"“Aico'ceienrated ian 


| (M-1,667: $4.80'. Also celebrated last 
! 


| 
' 
} 
| 


| week, when t}» two-year mark was 
BUT NG 1146 PITT passed: dived to $22.500; top lowered 
2 ’ from $6 to $4.80; expectant of sum- 

: , | mer stay. 

Pittsburgh, April 22. | te 
Poor take for “Cyrano ‘de Ber- | —pinian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
gerac” at Nixon last week could | CIS week) (2E-LEls, $8). Another 
sive the town's fest  feviewérs standout and rival of “Brigadoon 
plenty of oenanan Pm reflecting on for season's musical honors; $42,000, 
the influence they're supposed to ab Se a Broadhurst 
wield. Show did a miserable nose- FO 54-00 (CD 110: $4.80) YAl 
dive, getting only around $11,500, | ,*** — ioe’ dae lena . 
despite the fact that the three local though more cost!v to operate than 


| 
| 





indefi- | 


“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful- | 


| varies 


| 
| 


into warm weather and may try the 
summer; rated around $17,000 last 


week. 
“Lady Windermere's Fan,” Cort 
(C-1,064; $4.20). Final and 28th 


|; week; well on right side of ledger; 
| under $14.000. 
“Sweethearts,” Shubert 
week) (M-1,382: $4.80). 
for summer 
but still 
$27,500 last week 


State’ Spiffy. 
26156, Philly 


Philadelphia, April 22. 

With Philly down to three active 
legit houses last week—and likely to 
| find that number cut to tWo in a 
fortnight—legit biz was decidedly 
good in two cases. 

Leader, for the second week in a 

row, was “State of the Union.” 
| which hooked a robust $26,500 in 
| second week at Forrest, an upping 
|of over a grand. Some doubt was 
| felt about chances for return of this 
|} comedy which, with original cast, 
did two sellout weeks after preem- 
| ing at Walnut last’ winter. 
& “The Iceman Corheth” got $21,000 
; in its second and final week at the 
| Walnut. Fact Theatre Guild’s much- 
| touted version of Eugene O'Neill's 
drama was on ATS subscription plus 
restricted lower-floor capacity, kept 
gross down somewhat but local stay 
was considered okay. 

Last week's third legiter didn’t 
make the grade, It was Henry 
Adrian’s tryout comedy production, 
“Young Man's Fancy,” which was 


(13th 
Looks ,good 
continuance; gross 
in high brackets: 





critics. all went overboard for it,| Other straight plays, it has been 
passing out raves the likes of which flourishing | but eased off; around 
| haven’t been expended on any at- sae estimated. t 
traction all season. arvey,” 48th St. (129th week) 
“Cyrano” never really got started, (C-920; $4.20). As with most shows | 
'and despite continued press atten- | last week, the phone strike and | 


smallpox scare dented attendance; 


| ti engag t kept 
tion through the engagemen ep around $15.000. 


| limping all the way. Jose Ferrer, the 


but it was no go. Nixon currently 


star, made a valiant effort to hypo| “Joan of Lorraine,” Alvin (22nd | 
'trade with p.a.’s before various or- | week) (D-1,331; $4.80). Sold out in | 
| ganizations and string of radio shots advance; no deviation in receipts, | 


which, with standees, totaled $32,700. | 





|has “Up in Central Park” for two “John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
| weeks, and on May 5 gets “Voice of | (11th week) (C-979; $4.80). Varied | 
the Turtle” for a return engagement. only slightly; business has _ been | 
| Nothing in sight after that, and| strong since opening, and_ show | 
it may wind up the season. a span summer; $21,500 esti- | 

mated. 





“Life With Father,” Bijou (388th 
week) (C-613; $3.60). Ensed off like 
many others but held some of the 

° ° | Easter gains: around $8,500. 
$31 000 in Baltimore “Message for Margaret,” Plymouth 
; ; (CD-1,063; $4.80). Lasted only five 
Baltimore, April 22° | performances; all notices adverse | 

“Up in Central Park” wound up aj for English drama; “A Young Man's | 

rief legit season at Ford’s here last | Fancy” next week. 
| week with a very solid $31,000. | “Miracle in the Mountains,” Play- | 


“Central Park’ Solid 








|} opens Friday (29). 








att “O Mistress Mine,” Empire (50th 
week) (CD-1.082: $4.80). Will call | 
‘La ’ 76 > 4 N H | it a date at the end of May: one of 
ura in g SNe Ade j}the Lunts’ top winners; cokes} 
Ri Bt . | holding to excellent money; last 

New Haven, April 22. |" - y; 

* | week around $21,000. 

“Laura” pulled a surprising gross | eee — James (210th 
gaa ater ron pees ay Al | week) (M-1,505: $4.80). Dropped | 
3). Names we = % jafter jumping to virtual capacity: | 


draw of approximate $7,000 on four 
performances at $3 (tax incl.) top 
Resnonse here indicates road money- 


estimated at around $23,000. 
“State of the Union,” Hudson (75th 
week) (CD-1.057: $4.80). There will 


trying again after disappointing 
early-season tryout in Boston. Philly 


| critics were inclined to be kind but 
| definitely not impressed, and biz re- 


acted accordingly. Late Friday man- 
agement decided to cancel second 
week booked for show at the Locust, 
although it was still officially de- 
clared “Fancy” will open this spring 
on Broadway. Week's gross (seven 
performances) was $4,000. 


$60,000 K.C. RECORD 
FOR ‘OKLA.’, 6 DAYS 


Kansas City, April 22. 

National company of “Oklahoma,” 
in a six-day stand in the Music 
Hall, set a legit record for the house 
with a $60,000 take for nine per- 
formances, including a trio of mati- 
nees. Top price was $4.25 for the 
sellouts. 

The April 15-20 engagement won 
the record with an extra perform- 
ance. Same show last year, with 
five nights and three matinees, in a 
January date hung up $54,000. pre- 
vious record. “Up in Central Park” 
in nine performances last August 
drew $50,000 for second best. 

Next on the docket to be booked 
by A & N Presentations is 
Student Prince” for April 25-26. 
Sigmund Romberg concert set for 
May 10-11, and “Bloomer Girl” be- 
i’ an eight-performance run May 


, Lay not stable enough fo | be shows dropping off the list right | Likelihood is that town will net 
Saway- ied _. | along, which will make it better for | see legit this summer, in contrast 
“Teeman Cometh is here this | stayers like this one; $22,000 esti- }to last year. No touring companies 
week for last half (24-26). Next| mated jare set for the Music Hall, and 
week (May 1-3) “Dear Ruth” re-| “Street Scene,” Adelphi (15th probably none will. Nor does the 
turns to scene of its original un- | week) (M-1,434; $6). Has been mak- | tow n have a strawhat in the offing. 
eo com eee ca | ing — — re a ery | ~-— ———--- — 
reem oO! ana Lag) “ft imer Stay looks unlikely: last wee . 
for May 8-10 $22,000 estimated. ‘Yours’ 14G, Frisco 
cvicaninnensibaninty ssijiemntnets | “Yenting Tonight,” Booth (3d San Francisco, April 22. 
Skeds 3 Tryouts } week) (C-712; $4.80). One of the “Accidentally Yours,” starring Bil- 
Ben Levinson has scheduled three | "EW ones that looks doubtful: be- lie Burke and Grant Mitchell, hit a 
ars area tele eae ent | en, Aa oe cause of two-for-ones approximated | third and final week’s gross of 
plays io! Lime ‘ uring tne summer, | $6,500. $14.000 
one not yet ttled .| “The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco “Blackstone,” at ‘the 1,550-seat 
The other duo: “Out of the West” | (158th week) (C-939; $3.60). Only | Geary, did $11,000 for his first week 
and “The Lonely Voice.” attraction that picked up last weéek,' at $2.40 top. 
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Plays on Broadway 


* 

Our Lan 

Associated Playwrights production of 
drama Witlt musie in two acts by Theo- 
dore Ward. Staged and designed by KNid- 
ward KR. Mitchell; music arranged and 
directed by Joshua Lee. At Henry Street 
Playhouse, N. Y., April 21, ‘47 





Edgar Price.......-. Edmund J Cambridge 
Gabe Peltier. ....cceeeeee ees john W, Smith 
EXmanuel Pric@..cecesessess Charles Sebree 
Patsy Ross. ...cceccccscvcerss Theresa Hines 
Joe pee ae rr Creer rt Jay Brooks 
Charlie Setlow.....ccceseeeers Service Bell 
Ellen, his daughter....+...- Valerie Black 
JAUME. cocccccccdessecocsse Harold Conklin 
Daddy Sykes.....+.e6.. Luther Henderson | 
Roxanna s cee abebe ee «peta Washington | 
Woelshine. .s.ccsccecsesewvse Muriet Smith | 
Beulah cs wnhoieeees ve meres, Waseaats | 
PoC a cecdlth<eee4 eatae Niartha Evans 
pi Pagmert..cccecses Clarence Wiliams 
Sara his wif Estelle B. Evans | 
Joshuah Tai William Vea j 
ai vana, his daugh Hileary Glover } 
Dosia > eeee .Edith-Atuka Reid | 
Ollie Webster...... Louis Peterson | 
! 
Lem os Chauncey Reynolds | 
Cheste auweeas Lars Murphy 
Hank Saunders. overseer.Charles Lilienthal 
< t Brya . Frank McArdle | 
Lit 1 Arbarbanel. .. Jennie Breines 
@vniv Webst John Harwood 
Yank Sergeant...........Willam —— 
Yankee Soldiers..Howard Levine, Charles | 
Rosen, Bob Maye, Alan Fiesle 
Cantain Stewart. ; Reb Fiermar | 
John Burkhardt, a planter...Jack Becker | 
A Cotion Broker............laul Hoffman | 
Ist Rebel Soldier...../..... Nathan Adler 
2nd Rebel Soldier... .Stuart Hoover 





“Our Lan’,” last of the Associated 
Playwrights’ offerings for this sea- 
son, is a powerful piece of stage- 
craft, powerful enough to merit be- 
ing lifted out of the obscurity of this 


lower east side theatre to a Broad- 


way showcase. Penned by a promis- 
ing young Negro dramatist, Theo- 
dore Ward, the play is an honest, 
scnsitively-wrought folk drama of 
the Civil ‘War period with a con- 
te~vorary relevance. 

Play tells an 
hc a group of liberated slaves were 
scitled on their own plot of earth by 
the Union army only to have their. 
hcpes blasted in the end by a cynical 
conspiracy of northern politicians 


apartment in Gramercy Park instead 


jon an 


| Adeline discloses the relationship to 


| 


authentic story of | 





and southern landowners. Parallel 
to the mein line, a subsidiary love 
story is woven into the play's fabric 
which, though somewhat .trite in 
conception, succeeds in adding many 
poignant moments. As enacted by 
the predominantly Negro cast, the 
play becomes brilliantly alive with 
the pride, suffering and courage of 
2 ~*bmerged people fighting for dig- 


‘ot least of the play’s merits are 
tre Negro spirituals which echo 
hauntingly as a kind of tragic obbli- 
gato to the dramatic action. It 
would be difficult to match any- 
where the throat-gripping emotion 
of one scene in which the Negroes, 
learning of President Lincoln's 
death, render an exalted requiem to 
his memory. Cast, besides being 
spontaneous individually, comprise 
in their totality a superb vocal 
cl orus. 

Standout thesper in the group is 
William Veasey, who gives an in- 
spired performance as the freed- 
men’s leader. Muriel Smith is ex- 
cellent as the female lead, bringing 
to the part her exceptional dramatic 
and singing talent. Other cast mem- 
bers who perform with special merit 
are Valerie Black. Edmund J. Cam- 
bridge, Jay Brooks. Luther Hender- 
son and Chauncey Reynolds. 

Edward R. Mitchell, director. also 
desiened the single setting, which is 
notable for its detail and realism. 
Joshua Lee’s arranging and direct- 
ing of the music are firstrate. 

Herm. 


Message for Margaret 


Stanley Gilkey and Barbara Payne (in as- 
sociation with Henry Sherek, Ltd.) produc- 
tion of drama in three acts (one scene) by 
Stars Mady Christians and 


James Parrish. 


Miriam Hopkins; features Roger Pryor. 
Staged by Elliott Nugent: setting, Donald 4 
Oenslager. Opened at Plymouth, N. Y., 
April 16, °46; $4.80 top. 

Margaret Hayden..,....... Mady Christians 
Stephen Austin. ...cdeccccccses Roger Pryor 
Adeline Chaleot............Miriam Hopkins 
Robert Chalcot.....ccccssces: Peter Cookson 
Be Ts 6a5 06st 6S on 0050400008060 Janice Mars 





Presenting English dramas on 
Broadway has always been hazardous, 
despite their favorable London rep- 
“Message for Margaret” is 
the latest such import, and it hasn't 
a chance, although it played six 

oeme 


utations. 


months in the West End, where it 
closed last month. 

Only difference in the play as seen 
here is the change of locale to an 


of one in London, There are five in 
the cast, one an added bit which 
doesn’t help at all; it’s virtually a 
two-character piece. Through most 
of the performance two women, one 
whose first name is Margaret and the 
other who uses it in writing novels, 
bicker over David, a publisher, just 
killed in an accident. Result is a per- 
formance of trouble, which certainly 
isn’t diverting. 

Stephen, who was David's partner, 
tries logic to pacify the distraught 
women, but only here and there is 
the dialog interesting. Adeline, the | 
fictitious Margaret, estranged from 
her mate Robert, had been carrying 
affair with David for two 
vears. Margaret, wed to him 15 years, | 
had no inkling of the affair. When} 





the new widow, she explains that it’s | 


only because there's to be a baby. 


The Margarets argue it out, and at} 
one point the wife nearly pushes the 
younger woman from the terrace, 
which has a defective railing. Robert 
agrees to return home for a while 
so that it could be assumed the com- 
ing infant would be legitimate, but 
he. unfortunately, falls to «is death 
from the terrace. Noise of the am- 
bulance, by the way, is louden than 
anything in the play. 

Solution comes with Adeline agree- 
ing to give the child to Margaret. It 
seems that David's last words were: 
“Give my love to Margaret and thank 
her for all she’s done for me.” The 
girls’ main argument is for whom 
was the message meant. Stephen 
makes it appear that it was meant 
for his wife. 

Mady Christians, as the legit Mar- 
garet, and Miriam Hopkins, as Ade- 
line-Margaret, are the wives with 
verbal swords. Latter’s part fits bet- 
ter than Miss Christians, who has 
been much more effective in charac 
ter assignments. Roger Pryor does 
the best he can as Stephen. Peter 
Cookson, a personable, new actor, 
makes his debut ag a principal in the 
part of Robert, and he'll stick in a 
better play. Ibee. 
(Closed Saturday (19) after five 


| the 








performances.) 


» 
The Flies 
(LES MOUCHES) 
Dramatic Workshop of the New School 
production of drama in three acts by Jean- 
Paul Sartre: translated by Stuart Gilbert. 
Staged by Paul Ransom; supervised by Er- 


win Piscator. At President theatre, N. Y., 
April 20, °47. 

CPOE OR i 'o. 6s 0.0 ce obe te6s 60 vt Dan Matthews 
PEE sic upndernaecaaves eos Nehemiah Persoff 
CGR MON desc cb evhdeveceas cts Fred Halpern 
MNS ea es ea CR RD OOds rev ebbs cae Jack Burkhart 
Cd “WV OOO: ecasecevecassucdas Leola Harlow 
MMO CU sie 0.0.0 wd wes C88 e0eKs Carol Gustafson 
CRVCRIBROUEIG bbc a égensccs oats Frances Adler 
BOOM. nck cbs Vevceceuds Naomi Feigenbaum 
COMED 6.0 i vtec 6a teeace ces Richard Rosenfeld 
fd a ee ee re eee Robert Schwartz 
ee SO Sr ee a Bert Neil 
"i a Serre Harry Adler 
SRIOU BENG sc ckeccsvessicaed Joseph Sargent 
BOMOTOMs 0 ic odds ceddectcdegess Thom Carney 
PORE: 5 0's Fp ye 0 wader awdes Bernie Schwartz 


Other Men....Syd Parfrey, Harry Heyman, 


John Lehne, Steve Gottleib 


Young Woman........-... a....Maia Abilea 
Another Woman............ Helen Bern&tein 
OR PPS ee John Miller 
ye OPP Te err Te David Miller 
Soldiers..... Paul Browne, Harry Bergman, 


Paul Phenley 
a gy Sr re eet eee Gerry Cobert 
pe en Pee ee ere eee Alfred Linder 





' 
Though an ambitious, worthy at- 








tempt of this sémi-pro group to tussle 
with the intricacies of Jean-Paul 
Sartre’s “The Flies,” some good per- 
formances, Erwin Piscator’s expert 
supervision, and Paul Ransom’s adept 
staging can’t salvage this for any- 
thing more than experimental pur- 
poses. The author’s “No Exit” was 
tried commercially earlier in the sea- 
son on Broadway. 

Sartre has delved into the Greek 
myth of Orestes and Electra. He has 
pointed up that superstition and fear 
can rule mankind. Play depicts an 
invasion of flies as punishment to the 
sinners of Argas and the struggle of 
the gentle-reared Orestes, son of 
Agamemnon, to rescue his sister, for- 
mer princess Electra, from drudgery 








of a scullery maid when Aegistheus, 





Year Round Residence 


Gentlemen's farm, 
New York. 30-acre private lake. 
California Mission house, 8 rooms, 
3 baths, service quarters, caretakers 
coltage; beautifully situated in hills 
of Sussex County, N. J. 300 acres, 
orchards, farm buildings, indoor and 
outdoor furniture, boats, farm equip- 


45 miles from 


her mother’s paramour, polishes off 
the king and takes over to rule with 
a tyrannical hand. Orestes returns to 
murder his mother and her lover and 
take over his father’s throne. But 
after his butchery the sister de- 
nounces him and he’s practically back 
where he started. However, he has 
convinced the sinners that the dead 
remain dead and do not make annual 
excursions to avenge misdeeds of 




















eg meg mp Age ~ their kin. The final curtain descends 
$725,000. Call Miss Andrews. Main §| before this is really clarified. 

4-8550. Write Box 3045, Variety, Dan Matthews turns in a moving 

154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y. eens as’ ——— Carol Gus- 

a wae | tafson is attractive as Electra. Alfred 

————— Linder and Frances Adler, profes- 

sionals and of the New Schoo! facul- 

ity, inject required villainy to roles 

| of the royal pair. Jack Burkhart also 

_ || rates a nod for his fine portrayal of 

Young, now on terminal leave, un- §| Zeus. Others of the large cast do 
goually fine scholastic background, }| neatly. Edba. 


2% years of active practice with top 
law firm. Interested in all aspects of 
theatrical and anti-trust law. Ex- 
perienced in tax and corporate mat- 
ters. 

Desires association, with law firm 
or otherwise, in above flelds. 

Box 215, Variety. 154 W. 46th St., 
New York 19, N. Y¥. 








Sayville, L. L, April 22. 
Sayville Playhouse’s second season 
|starts June 17 for 12 weeks under 


| Sayville (L. 1.) Opener June 17 
| 





‘Joseph Kramm's direction, 





Laura 
Hartford, April 15. 


H. Clay Blaney (in association with S. P. 
and Roy P. Steckler) production of mystery 
in three acts and three scenes by Vega Cas- 
pary and George Sklar. Stars John Loder, 
kK. T. Stevens, Hugh Marlowe and Tom 


Plays Out of Town 












“Night Stick,” “The Breaks,” “Fast 
Service’ and “The Work’’s My 





Rutherford. Setting by Stewart Chaney; | Onion.” 

staged by Clarence Derwent. At owe In 1929 Nugent went to Hollywood 

Memorial, Hartford, April 15, "47; $3 top. 5 : ; 

Mark McPherson.........+++ Hugh Marlowe|in triple capacity of actor, author 

Danny DOPrgman....cccsecsscesess fe bbe and director for Metro. He appeared 

Waldo Laydecker...... e+e. -d0hn Loder], A . “ 2 de 

Shelby Carpenter....- ..Tom Rutherford | 22 many films, including A eat = 

Beastie Clary ....cscecsevee: Grania O'Malley |} Born,” “This is My Affair, It’s All 

ys ee ereTTTiTTi Tt rT | og pe Yours” and “Give Me A Sailor.” 

é PIPE. cere eee eereeereeesetseee e ° a ' a 

i OER ae eee eee .Donald A, Meyers The last play which he wrote and 
lstarred in was “That Old Devil, 


As a film, “Laura” fared well. On 
road last year, it survived 16 
weeks under the guidance of Hunt 


produced in 1942, but his last Broad- 
way appearance was last October in 


, * “The Playboy of the Western 
Stromberg, Jr. This year H. Clay | eae bp oan OR bai IS 
Blaney is fathering the whodunit, | ae which starred Burgess 
with intentions of eventually reach- Meredith. 
ing Broadway. In its present con- | Prolific Writer 


dition, mystery will find 
sliding into first base on its content, 


though rep of pic and book would aid | 
las b.o. hypo. 


Plot is well known as result of 
the pic, produced by 20th-Fox. It’s 
about a dick investigating the shot- 
gun penthouse slaying of a beautiful 
femme huckster. Turns out a case 
of mistaken identity with gendarme 
falling for dame after she turns up. 

Play, opening night, was off to a 
weak start, building up in second 
and third acts. However, an ex- 
tremely weak anti-climax bit be- 
tween the detective (Hugh Marlowe), 
and the-returned-to-life-gal (K. T 
Stevens) leaves the aud where it was 
at opening of show, very limp. Bit 
leading to a curtain-closing love 
scene, after murderer has been re- 
vealed, gives an unnecessary stage 
wait to an already weak production, 

Acting is capable. Single-set pent- 
house, by Stewart Chaney, is good. 
John Loder, as Waldo Lydeckér, the 
middleaged aesthetic, highspots the 
acting department. Others turn in 
well-rounded performances. Eck. 


, > 

A Young Man’s Faney 

Philadelphia, April 15. 
Henry Adrian production of comedy by 
Harry ThurschweH and Alfred Golden. 
Staged by Robert E. Perry; scenery and 
lighting, Ralph Alswang; costumes super- 
vised by Lou Eisle. At Locust St., Phila- 






difficulty | 


Nugent's writings on the theatre 
were sage philosophies closely fol- 
|lowed for more than 40 years by 
| people of the craft. His ability to 
| discourse on any subject within the 
theatre was far-flung. On censor- 
|ship, for instance, some years ago, 
| when’ Broadway was embroiled in 
la situation involving “Wine, Women 
and Song” at the Ambassador the 
atre, Nugent significantly wrote for 
VARIETY: 

“Plays are neither 








old-fashioned 


Lnor modern. Neither is acting. It is 
\simply either good or bad. Being 
vile does not make a play. Being 


chemically clean does not make a 
play. It must reveal life. But Amer- 
ican plays may reveal a cleaner life 
because American life is cleaner. 
Plays do not inspire a country, they 
reflect it. Ours is a more hopeful, 
unsullied, youthful and ideal loving 
country, just as youth is more hope- 
ful, ideal loving and unsullied than 
old age. 

“There is hope for our native 
plays, and for our native stage. Ever 
and anon it will receive a setback as 
some opportunist destroys all the 
advancement we have made in the 
publie heart by launching some dra- 


delphia, April 15, '47; $3.25. matic foreign inspired debauch of 
So Re Lynne Carter} nymphomaniaes and degenerates 
spp > Megas ia ita tata Bill Talman | and prostitution to the harvest of a 
Dorothy Bennett............4 Joan Lawrence | few heavy weeks from the morbid 
Duvie...-....ssceeseeeeeness Richard Leone | minded who flock to anything which 
TERT 664.4% i medocape ...Donald Hastings : ie inh 
Jokey Stephen....ccccccccccess Roy Sterling panders in their inherent degeneracy 
ameer edie Ge ts She pcbdees Te <ceee Bart Roe | under the 1:ame of real ‘art,’ but the 
elen Greenley.......esee-; Lenore Lonergan 5 = , « 
ronal olaeiarsera ce Sonn. Sena reaction will come, and will, even 
Dieie: CranGell......ccovessc ct Ronnie Jacoby | tually, be permanent. 


Oliver Crandell..........Raymond Bramley 
Mrs. Mary Crandell....... ... Lee Carney 


Ronnie Smith 





briefly earlier in the season (Wil- 
mington and Boston) and then taken 
off for rewriting and restaging, now 
pops up again here. Just why the 


right now is hard to figure. It’s a 


general spotty all over. 
much of a chance. 


follows in the general footsteps of 
“Junior Miss,” “Kiss and Tell” and 
“Janie,” it places much more empha- 
sis on the strictly juvenile angle than 
any of them, Here the grownups are 
pallid people of quite secondary im- 
portance and interest, and the show 
lags lamentably when they’re on. 
Fortunately these are brief, and most 


didoes of a group of youngsters at a 
summer camp in New England. 

In building directly around the 
kids, the authors are trying a “Pen- 
rod,” but they aren’t Booth Tarking- 
ton in their knowledge of juvenile 
psychology or in their-comedy sense. 
The boys and girls in this play are 
pretty stereotyped. 

Most of play’s laughs stem from a 
feud between a newcomer to the 
canip, a wealthy man’s son immedi- 
ately adjudged a sissy by his bunk- 
mates, and these four healthy young 
heathens. Egged on by a girl coun- 
sellor, the newcomer turns the tables 
on his tormentors and makes their 
lives miserable with his succession of 
practical jokes. He then takes a hand 
in trying to arrange the romance of 
a pair of the counsellors, but this 
backfires because he doesn’t under- 
stand some of the terms and passages 
-in a book on neurologica] ailments 
which he gets hold of and tries ta use 
to spur on cupid. 

Play is compact enough now 
(final curtain at 11) and has its quota 
of laughs although most of them arise 
from obvious cliches and rather 

uerile wisecracks. However, the 

ids in the cast do their share very 
well. Ronnie Jacoby succeeds in 
making the precocious sissy funny 
without being objectionable, and 
Joan Shepard is amusing as his co- 
conspirator in the scheme to aid ro- 
mance, Richard Leone, Donald Hast- 
ings, Roy Sterling ahd Bart Roe are 
the four young ruffians who finally 
admit themselves licked by their in- 
tended victim. Waters. 


Maurice Kelly has been named 
dance director for the 1947 Star- 


light Operetta season at Fair Park 
Casino, Dallas. 








“A Young Man’s Fancy,” tried out aa 


management wanted to bring it out 


lightweight comedy, lacking marquee 
names, and it’s coming along at the 
tailend of the season with business in 
It hasn't 


Although “A Young Man's Fancy” 


Behaviorisms 


Miss Weatherhead.........Myrtle Ferguson His views on actor behaviorisms 
Camp Triibys Bay... cccceces Mickey Carroll idel ted I th 
Other Campers.......... Collette MacMahon | Were also widely quoted. n e 


1946 Anniversary edition of Variety, 
for instance, he wrote: 

, . the mediocre artist, wearied 
with waiting for success, usually 
tries some magic crosscut. Usually 
he expects that, perhaps, by cul- 
tivating the society of celebrities in 
expensive cafes this may give him 
the right connections, Many also 
look to their organization to help 
them to that success which can only 
be achieved by simple merit. Sim- 
plicity is the soul of perfection in 


J. C. Nugent Dies 


Continued from page 49 


acting. . Also 
rounded as it is in the 
by magic signs and 
hidden knowledge, it 
analysis, simple comm 

“There are other 


in directing. 


Sur- 
popular mind 
symbols, and 
is in the last 
onsense. 

things which 


keep even talented artists back for 


of the action of “A Young Man’s 
Fancy” deals with the pranks and 


many yéars in reaching any consid- 
erable recognition. This applies more 
to traveling companies and _ stock, 
rather than to New York companies, 
because in New York when a re- 
hearsal or performance is over, peo- 
ple scatter to their various homes, 
and only meet during hours of duty 
at the theatre, thus avoiding the 
formation of disorganizing cliques 
and clans. The reverse of this is 
true in overseas companies which 
travel, eat and sleep together, in 
unusual personal intimacy, and al- 
ways surrounded by strangers. Their 
great danger is falling into one of 
three groups. The most dangerous 
of these three groups are the 
anarchists, meaning those who are 
continually finding fault with the 
management, the play, the direction, 
some fellow actor, or actress, the 
discipline enforced by the Army, 
or in shorter words, those who are 
always finding fault. 

“The opposite group are the syco- 
phants, or what we used to call the 
‘front door fellows,’ who try to curry 
favor with those in authority, or 
power, prestige, hoping thus to gain 
some advantage over their fellow- 
artists. I have known many be- 
longing ‘to either one or the other 
of these two groups,.and known 
them for a period of over 40 years, 
but they are always changing 
groups. None of them lasted very 
long. They were of that ill-tated 
class of undesirables. 
eh a There is always such a group 
any organization, those who mind 
their own business, study their lines 
carefully, remember the direction. 
| keep the hours and the rules laid 
down for them, and remember above 


in 
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nl 


all things that an actor’s success does 
not lie in important connections or 
in decrying the management, or the 
less fortunate actors, or in ‘roasting’ 
the deficiencies of their organizati 











. 0 
or anything else.” ™ 
Birthmark 

London, April 8. 

envoy Productions, Lid » Production of 
new play in three acts by A. R. Rawlinson, 
Directed by John -Counsell. At Embassy 
theatre. 

Margareth Petworth.......Louise Hampton 
James Dartle er »- John Faries Mogg 
Gerald Dartle.......+0+e+5-...-Martin Cage 
Minie Dartle. ....cccocrveese Winifred Evang 
Wanda cece Mary Kerridge 
Sir Stephen Ganton...... , H. G. Stoker 
Dr. AMMO occcccccces Frederick Schiller 
er Peer Ruth Goddard 
POGCMIMR . ccc ccecvcscocaWs 


Fraser Brunner 





If Hitler myths and fanciful theo- 
ries of the Nazi gang’s last hours in 
the Berlin chancellery prove palata. 
ble to present-day audiences, this 
should find its own particular cli. 
entele. On the screen, it might be 
turned into a sensational production, 

Idea depicted is that Eva Braun, 
eleygnth-hour bride of the fuehrer, 
escaped and later gave birth to a son, 
She marries a British officer, hig 
death is encompassed and she goes 
to England (posing as a Czech) to 
her husband’s home. His widowed 
mother, having lost her three boys in 
the war, welcomes the couple with 
open arms. 

Her nephew, a British Intelligence 
officer, believing the girl to be Ger- 
man, tracks down her history and the 
poor grandmother (and the audi- 
ence) is left mystified as to whether 
the child is Hitler’s or the dead sol- 
dier’s. The only chance of proof van- 
ishing as the young mother, on the 
verge of exposure as to her nation. 
ality, dashes out into the storm and 
dies. 

The only clues, a peculiar birth- 
mark which could be accounted for 
as pre-natal influence of Adolf’s 
bomb injuries, and the question as to 
whether the infant was prematurely 
vorn, are left unsolved. High author- 
ities, dreading the possibility of a 
new leader being acknowledged and 
worshipped by German's. under- 
ground movement, beg the harassed 
woman to bring up the child as her 
grandson to avert future trouble, 
‘They win their point by stressing the 
possibility the child may really be 
her own flesh and blood. 

This is a grand role for that fine 
artist, Louise Hampton, and she gets 
every ounce out of her opportunities, 
Mary Kerridge’s handling of the 
sulky mysterious daughter-in-law, ig 
convincing, while Martin Case as the 
ruthlessly investigating official, is 
excellent. Clem, 





My Friend Lester 


London, April 16. 
Productions, Ltd., production (in 
association With Arts Council) of new com 
edy in three acts by Alec Coppel. Direct 
by Wallace Douglas. At Embassy theatre, 


Envoy 


London. 

Miriam Hudd..,....... +..+-Linden Travera 
Chalfont....... Goteaestateceses Sydney Kin 
GOON MUNN 650 450466000669 Richard Bi 

TORO. ...isvcese Sake s0bb ess bS 008 ..Pat Smylie 
BUM ttckgveddbtbectanetesetes Jack Ritchie 
SOW Mi b6atceendendedheeeeso ocd John Sharp 
ee, Se eae Charles Goldner 





This sophisticated comedy has 4 
dream denouement to gloss over its 
grosser moments. It's doubtful if the 
unsavory theme will be accepted gen- 
erally. 

A successful dramatist married toa 
popular stage star is struggling to 
complete his latest opus. He appeals 
to a Winchell-type columnist to sup- 
ply details and reactions of a street- 
walker encountering a prospective 
client. Columnist suggests the author 
collect one and get first-hand knowl- 
edge. Following his friend's advice, 
he returns with an almost dumb 
blonde who “takes her things off. 

The girl goes into the bedroom, 
an Italian comes in, fires a shot, col- 
lects ner clothes and silently with- 
draws. Faced with a naked co 
on his hands, the distracted husban 
hides the body in his garden work- 
shop and frantically thinks up way$ 
of evading discovery on his wife's 
return, Meanwhile the murderer re- 
veals himself, explains the victim 
was a girl from his sporting hous®. 
He rubbed her out for disobeying 
orders by going to men’s homes, a? 
promptly buries the body in the 
garden. Playwright half-discloses his 
dilemma to his wife _ making it as 
part of plot for his play. 

Richatd Bird and Linden Travers 
make an excellent couple, and Sy 1 
ney King gives the newshound es 
a nice take. Standout, however, 1 
Charles Goldner’s rich character!za- 
tion of the house operator. d 

Production is commendable, er 
audience. greeted the gustier line 
with roafs. 1 


; ’ 
Burke Staging ‘Touch 
Melville Burke will direct John 

Morris Chanin’s production of “The 

Magic Touch,” a farce by Charles 

Raddock and Charles Sherman. 

It's due to open in Buffalo — 

13, with, Broadway preem skedde 








for June”, with house not yet set 
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U. S. Info Service Makes Strong 


Imprint on 


' 


the Italian People 


j 





By JOE RAVOTTO + 


(The writer, former European cor- 
respondent for VARIETY, is now as- 
sistant direcior for Italy of the 
United States Information Service.) 

Rome. 


The symbol USIS and the desig- 
nation “Voice of America” (recently 
changed to “Voice of the United 
States”) have made their imprint 
here and have entered the con- 
sciousness of the [Italian people. 
USIS, which is pronounced “oosis” 
in Italian, now has become an in- 
tegral part of the Italian vernacu- 
lar. It stands for the United States 
Information Service. 


As a result of USIS presence here, | 


lialians have come to know Ameri- 
cans and their way of living better 
than ever before. We have supple- 
mented the work done here by 
American news agencies and other 
American institutions to give a much 
more rounded and balanced picture 
of the U. S. and its institutions. 
We're on the beam, but the British, 
Russians and French are much more 
active. The reason is that they have 
much larger 
posal. It’s impossible to put one's 
finger on the Russians’ funds because 
they have so many agencies to work 
through—official and unofficial, in- 
cluding the local Communist press. 
The British fly in their papers 
from London almost: daily. And 
French papers arrive by train with- 
in 24 hours. Ours come by ship, 
with long delays. In addition, the 
British, French and Russians are 


budgets at their dis 
pDuagets at their au 


very generous about copyright clear-- 


ances. Editors of the impoverished 
local press are quick to take ad- 
ventage. Consequently they make 
liberal use of the material put at 
their disposal. 

Books 


The latest British, French and Rus- | 


sian books—in the original—may be 
purchased in Italian bookshops— 
against lire. American publishers 
want dollars. Italians cannot get 
dollars for books. So they buy Brit- 
ish and French books in the original 
or depend on local translations of 
American books. Again we trail far 
behind in this field. It’s a pity be- 
cause Italians are starved for Amer- 
ican books in the original. 

I mention this because of the at- 
ti.ude of some of our legislators who 
have opposed our program, They 
have said over and over again that 
their opposition was based on the 
fact that our informational and cul- 
tural program would be the signal 
for launching a propaganda war. 
Anyone who lived abroad before the 
war and was acquainted wiih the 


activity of the British and French | 


could tell them otherwise. The truth 
is that we are relatively newcomers 
in this field. 

But to get back to our muttons— 
as the French would say. I would 
like to give you a few figures on the 
progress we have mode. 

About 200,000 Italians ®e Ameri- 
can documentary and educational 
films monthly. In February 
figure topped the 250,000 mark. 
Italians coming to our photo exhibiis 
have been averaging better than 
225,000 monthly. Each month some 
12,000 Italians ccme to our five 
libraries and four reading rooms to 
study and use our books and maga- 
zines—mostly trade and 
publications. 

We should not overlook the “Voice 
oi America” broadcasts which are 
relayed by the Italian networks. We 
have not made any surveys on the 
number of Italians who listen to our 
p-ograms, but the following should 
five an approximate idea. A trailer 
on two procrams relayed- daily by 
the two Italian. networks here in- 
Vited the listeners to write in for 
printed “Voice of America” program 
schedules. There were 18,000 
swers in the three months ending 
March 1. As of this writing 
have reached the 20,000 mark. 

Our coverage in the daily 2nd 
Weekly press has been good. Re- 
Produced are the items of our Daily 
italian Bulletin which gives the texts 


of official speeches, statements and | 


formal reports and our Feature file 
Which consists of items projecting 
American life in the cultural, social. 


Scientific and economic fields. We | 
also have a limited distribution of 
Mais, plastic plates and photos of 


Americen personalities. 
Bulletin Appreciated 

Is our Daily Bulletin appreciated 
y the press universities and 
ernment officials? Recently we 
Cards to these client The 
Contained a list of printed 
tions on means of improving the 


ZOV- 
sent 
cards 


sueves- 


i- 
fa 


the | 


scien. ific | 


an- | 


we | 


| 


| 

|Bulletin. The response came to al- 

imost 78%. 

| In line with our policy to aid in | 

|the revival of the scientific life of | 
the country, we have been supply- | 

}ing technical editorial material to 
the Italian trade publications. Until | 

| last June we published and dis- | 


| tributed our own Technical Buile- 
| tins — medicine, agriculture, engi- 
neering, industry, education, archi- 


tecture, labor, urban reconstruction 
jand others. We discontinued this 
| program in order to avoid competing | 
| with the nascent trade publications 


| springing up all over Italy 


This had been one of the most} 
effective of our operations. Not 
ieven the most rabid nationalist 


i|here could interpret this service as | 
|propaganda. After being shut off | 
from outside sources for some years, 
|Italian technicians, scientists, doc- 
itors and others needed all the as- 
| sistance they could get. And we had 
lit to offer. 

For example, USIS was among the 
ifirst to give detailed news in Italy 
ion the -discovery of 


penicillin, 


thiouracile, streptomycin. RH factor, | 


loran, radar and 
and medical 


These old Bulle- 


jatomic energy, 
other scientific 
vances in the field. 


Students preparing their 
tions and theses consult them. An 
indication of their importance and 
popularity is reflected in the thou- 
|sands of letters of thanks and en- 
|couragement we have received dur- 
ing the past year. 





Charles Lazarus Off ‘Variety’ 
Charles Lazarus of the Montreal 
Gazette is no longer correspondent 
in that city for Varrery. 
| His successor will be designated in 
this space in an early issue 


The Old Army Censor Game 

U. S. newspapermen operating in 
the occupied sectors of Europe are 
becoming increasingly conscious of 
a deterioration in the U. S. Army- 
press relationship which, during 
combat times, reached an overall 
high level. New attempts at censor- 


ous forms of pressure against re- 
porters and publications considered 
antagonistic to the Army or individ- 
uals in it are becoming apparent. 
Some commanders, established like 
feudal viceroys in their occupation 
castles, make no bones of their de- 
sire to bar correspondents from heir 
| bailiwicks. Ineconveniencies _ like 
| high prices for rental of Army ve- 
| hicles (reporters now pay $1.25 an 
| hour to ride in jeeps and charges for 
hotel rooms in run-down spots make 
it tough to get around, and tougher 
| to get information beyond handoyts. 


| Stars and Stripes, the Army's 
| newspaper, is again experiencing 
_ troubles. With only a single Stripes 


| edition now published for all Europe 
at Pfungstadt, Germany, writers and 
editors have been encountering re- 
newed attempts to make their col- 
umns a vehicle for Army policy and 
PRO handouts rather then an inde- 


nendent newspaver. Claches _ be- 
tween individual Strives bureau 
chiefs and PROs have been kept 


pretty quiet; But it’s obvious that 
paper's bosses. at Piungsiadt no 
'loneer fee) able to lash back at tele- 
phoned and teletyped beefs 
yone and military government com- 
monders who are a®ain toting atti- 
tude that paner is run for their con- 
i venience and not as an org?en by and 
for GIr. 

In one case a PRO refused to dis- 
tribute results of an important court 


;martial in which an officer was 
sentenced to five years for black 
marketing and misuse of Army 
funds. Stripes and other corre- 
nordents were told tvey could 
‘covey trial themselvcs, in a dictant 


town. if they wanted to. PRO said 
he didn't corsider it his func'ion to 
theke such informa‘icn availo ie. 
Irsnector Gercral of U. S. Forces 
in Austria has been ordered by Lt. 


Gen. Coatiey Koves, sitting in for 
Gen. Mork Clerk. to investigate 
clesh between Army authorities in 
Soleburg and tro corre ooncents. 
-anorters pre Pat Fron’. CBS news- 
man. and Eroma Mei Ew'ns, Nash- 
ville. Tenn.. corresp: cent 

Fraal cleshed with constabulary 
spores at UL S.-So t zone bound- 
ary Te ehey ed offices ’ there w ith 
annre cian ¢f 4 tcion- ageinst pub- 
lished occun: to Crecrs Army in 
turn charged Frank with drunken- 


tins of ours have become accepted as 
texts in some of the Italian schools. | 
examina- | 


ship, direct and indirect, and vari- | 


from | 


ness and abusing soldiers at the | 
border post. Both Frank and Mrs. 
Ewing clashed with Maj. Gen. Harry 
Collins, Austrian zone commander, 
over recent break of 18 SS prisoners | 
from internment camp in Salzburg. | 
Charges and countercharges over al- | 
leged mishandling of internees, some | 
of whom are said to have been held | 
over a year without trial, have been 


flying back and forth. The Army 

reiterates disorderly beef on Pat 

Frank and has refused to renew 

Mrs. Ewing's accreditation. 
Dialect Guide 

Unusual guide to film, radio and 


legit actors on imitating regional 
J. S. lingoes is presented in the just- 


published “Manual of American 
Dialects” (Ziff-Davis). It's by Lewis 
land Marguerite Herman, who had | 


previously authored a similar vol- 
ume, “‘“Manual of Foreign Dialects.” 
Herman has been a dialog director 
at Columbia and RKO, and his wife 
a regular performer and writer on 
soap operas. 

Book breaks American. speech | 
down into eight regional categories, | 


isome of them with subdivisions. 
They are New England, Southern | 
| (with subdivisions covering Del- | 


marva Peninsula, Tidewater and East | 
Texas), Louisiana-French (including 


|subdivisions on Cajun and New Or- 


leans Creole), Mountain, Negro 


| (with sections on Gullah and Virgin 


Islands), New York City ‘also Up- 
per New York State), Pennsylvania- 


ad- | Dutch ‘also Philadelphia) and Mid- | 
idle Western. 





Miss Keith’s Syndicated Column 
Maxine Keith, who for two years 
Mutual commentator in 
N. Y.. has been doing a syndicated | 
icolumn the last six months, titled 
\“Stage Struck,” for weekly papers 
jin suburban N.Y., New Jersey and | 
| Long Island. Starting originally with) 
|material about entertainment world 
| personalities and news, column has 
‘now been enlarged to include the 
angle used on her MBS show. 

This was an all-inclusive discus- 
sion of politics, the home, femines, 
general news, etc., the net program 
being titled “From Me To You,” 
|which title is now being used for a 
department of the column. Four 
papers were in original setup. syn- 


|; Was a 


;dication now including 17. “From 
Me To You” title, incidentally. was 
jused by Miss Keith for a column 
|she did for the N. Y. Daily News | 


four years ago. 


Fax te Fore 
Three-day meet of the American 
| Newspaper Publishers’ Assn. sched- 
| uled for the Waldorf-Astoria, N.Y.. 
|April 21-24, along with the, annual 
iconclave of the Associated Press to 
|be held on the opening day, will be 
j highlighted by production of a fae- 
simile newspaper by a four-man staff 
lof the Miami Herald. 
| Demonstration will 


embrace all 


| phases of facsimile newspaper opera- | 


‘tion. Facsimile editions will be 
|prepared, scanned and recorded in 
‘the Waldorf and four-page “papers” 
|delivered in 15 minutes. 


Nelson P. Bell, dean of Washing- 

ton drama and film ciitics, hes scv- 
ered a connection of 33 years with 
the Washington Post effective past 
weekend. He is succeeded in the Post , 
slot by his former assistant Richard 
L. Coe, with the possibility that So- 
nia Stein, Post radio news 
| move to Coe’s old job. 
Bell continues his weekly spun- 
sored radio show on films and stage 
and expects to do megazine articles 
j}end .possibly publicity following a 
vacation, 

He first joined the Post in 1906, re- 
‘maining until 1919 when he cuit to 
handle publicity for the Crandall 
ltheatres, later bought by Warner 
| Bros. in 1927. Bell then returned to 
_the Post remaining there until 
| Saturday. 


ee 
Nelson Bell Exits D. C. Post 
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CHATTER 

INS reportedly building up Ken- 
neth Dixon, Jr.. for the Damon Run- 
yon spot 
Van, of the Pitts- 
burch Courier, ogling production on 
the Metro tot. 

Ernest Berner, editor of Cine- 
Suisse. in from Switzerland to in- 
spect Hollywood studios. 

Aubrey Wisberg and Martin Field 
collaborated on a novel, “The Lone 


Jessie owner 


Chance.” in which Appleton-Century 
is interested 

Boston Advertiser columnist 
George Hollands two dauzhbters. 
Naney Lee. 19, and Nancy, 2], ar 
both Conover models in N. Y. 

Erich Moria Reisarque’s “Arch of 
Triumph” is being translated inio 
Japanese by Asahi, in Tokyo, its 27th 
foreign translation. 


Eles-nor Pollock, who was 


an’s editor of Philadelphia 


wom- 
Record | 


rt t* “ey 





 SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK | 


By Frank Scully $-00000000000040. 


Mist, Cal., April 19. 

Though it’s only a coincidence, the slugging which French manhood is 
taking these days is almost enough in itself to justify the return of Gen- 
eral de Gaulle to power. Fortunately, the malicious gossip is chiefly on 
this side of the ocean at present, but if it ever gets back to Paris another 
cabinet is bound to fall. : 

For instance, right now between the two Portlands we have three ver- 
sions of Guy de Maupassant’s “Bel Ami” in picture houses. In fact, among 
the Mexican, German and Holltwood versions of this tintype of a cad we 
currently have the of them in the unhappy of having to 


vvvuevvevwewe 


+ 








best position 


| change its title so as not to be confused with the others of inferior grades, 


Thus “The Private Affairs of Bel An which is the title that David L. 
Loew and Albert P. Lewin have bestowed on their version, may have to 
be changed to the “Private Affairs of a Cheat” in order to get its money 


back in its own country. 

There was a tremendous amount of scholarship and research that went 
into the Loew-Lewin merely show that when 
look over the for something that not be in the 
public domain, the race is going to be to the swift, and that means a scholar 
is likely to be left with his footnote showing 


production, but it goes to 


you horizon may or may 


The Roue of Rue Morgue 


Even harder on the French national character, particularly on_ its 


| politesse and kindness to women and children, is “Monsieur Verdoux” as 


played by: Charles Chaplin, looking 
Harris, the roue of rue Morgue. 

M. Verdoux could be duplicated anywhere in America, if Hollywood 
tried hard enough. We have’ plenty of scoundrels who murdered women 
for profit. That M. Landru and Bluebeard happened to be Frenchmen is 
no more typical of France than the fact that 


for all the world like old Frank 


Luciano the Unlucky was 

typical of America. 
Oddly, even those who rated Charles Chaplin's imeat-grinder a no-bell 
| picture for America were quite sure it would recoup nicely abroad. As 


the unofficial spokesman for things abroad, I have to enter a dissenting 
opinion which I hope will be worthy of the magnificent Yankee. Thougir 
it deals with life and death, and particularly what laughs can be extracted 
from the latter, 1 don’t think the “Monsieur Verdoux” is serious enough 
for the European market these days. 

Moreover, murdering women for money is not much a European 
trait as a criminal trait. In fact, the only difference between such killers 
in Europe and in America is that they seem to get caught less often in 
America, and scarcely ever in Los Angeles. 

Bluebeards of L. A. 

Indeed, the chief criticism which could be directed against this comedy 
of murders is that it was produced in a town where women are about as 
safe as they’d be at a Nazi orgy. L. A. is full of unsolved crimes of this 
sort. Maybe Chaplin, who has had his troubles with women, could find 
this funny, but most people are not quite so lighthearted. 

Europe will not go for this sort of ‘picture gor very different reasons. 
It will not go for it because it can no longer sce anything funny in the 
liquidation of human beings for any possible reason. It will tell M. Chap- 
lin, as it has been telling Hollywood for at least two yeurs, “For heaven's 
sake, stop sending us frivolous pictures!” 

The unmoral attitude carried to the guillotine by this Chaplin-created 
character is the fruit of a too-open mind, and giving a brush to a mem- 
ber of the cloth at the finish is a studied offense, and invites the 
sort of counter-criticism from church-goers that “The Outlaw” 
in the Sun” brought down upon themselves. 

Pas Mal for Murder 

Chaplin won't lose money, and he 
an hour cut out of “M. Verdoux” 
he might gross $3,000,000. 


sO 


Same 


and “Duel 


won't make a great deal cither. With 
and a laughable if equally lethal fini:h, 
Not bad, for a bad picture. 
Equity Won't Like This 

“As a ghost in long, and good standing,” writes Dorothy H. Giles of 
Cold-Spring-on-Hudson, “I read your column on our fraternity with a 
good deal of interest and some inaudible apnlause. It is my conicn ion 
thai ghosting is a perfectly honorable profession and one which approac'y s 
the actor's art. I can’t see any difference between playing Lady Macbeth 
or Hedda Gabler on the stage and expressing Sophie Tucker or Adele 
Astaire or Bernard Shaw ‘one of your parts, not mive) in print. 

“I have sometimes played with the idea of writing the autobiogreyvhy of 
a ghost and using the title “Doomed for a Time,”—‘the time being that 
period of wrestling with the chostee when the latter has succumbed to 
the virus of thinking he is doing the job himself. 


When Ghost Meets Ghost 

“Having ghosted 11 books and uncounted magazine articles, I have hed 
a wide range of experiences, but none to equal two which hapnen:? in 
the past three months. In one case, the ghostee was using maievirl of 
reminiscences concerning a well-known man and author who died <> t 
15 years ago. During one of our conferences in the sedate precinrets of the 
Harvard Club, he told me he planned to take the material I had outlined 
to a seance with a medium who had promised to summon the sv‘~it of 
the late literary gentleman. The idea was to read my scvint to him for 
comments and suggestions from the o:her side. Having a ghost edited by 
a ghost was raising our profession to the nih power. 

“My second expcrience worth comment was to find a professor of srt 
in a mid-western university writing to Life ma‘ czine and laving ek: 
to have “written” a book siencd by a wellknown fore» art criiic. ev 
sentence of which I penned from the forci¢ner’s notes. 

The Ghost Walks 

“I am also a dittle fed up hcearines pscuco-literati speck disdainfully of 
ghosting a book which gets good reviews, becomes a bestseller acd maxes 
good money for the ghost as will as for the celebrity who hes si-ved it 
but who confessedly did not and could not write it. I can't see why this 
honest craftsmanship should be flouted in favor of bum writing siened 
by the writer. And I heartily agree with vou that there is a vlace fer a 
good ‘Ghost’s Handbook,’ setting fourth the problems of the eroft and off-r- 
ing solutions to as many of these as solutions can be found for. Ghosting 
is a profession that is increasing every day. Speaking for myself. I know 
it has taken me a good many yexrs to work out a scale of prices, terms 
and regulations concerning the work” 


ms 
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and 


recently publicity director of | did a piece on the garment trace for 

Wesley Associates, new editor of Today's Woman mac's Moy issue, 
Cue. Yarn’s titled “The Gorveovs Num- 

Rinehart & Co. is readying a br” 
fourth edition of “Glass Room,” «, Long Island Siar-Journal. N | = 
novel by Lester Fuller and Edwin evening Queens County, N. Y. doity, 
Rolfe, bought for filming by War-  siarting Sunday edition April 27 
ners. i Ar.bur Sevk's “Ink and Blood.” 

Popular Science Monthly observes due April 25 from Hleritave Pi . 
its 75th anni May 1 at the N. Y. postponed until the fall. Orivinziiv 
Waldorf-Astoria’s Starljght Roof. published in a limited edition at 
Henry J. Fisher, chairman of the «95 a copy, the new editen will be 
board. will presice pomularly -priced 

Mystery Writers of America Damon Runyon’s final artic'e the 
awarded Edgar Alicn Poe trophies piece on Sherman ‘Stork Club) Bil- 
to Mark Hellinger for his film..“The lingsiey in the current Cosmon lie 
Killers,” and to Helen Eustis for her tan, was actually completed “within 
novel, “The Adventures of Sam the shop.” Cosmo wanted to duoncte 


Spade a 
Mother-daughter 
Frances Ancke! 


to Walter Winchell’s Runyon Memo- 
rial Fund if the columnist would do 
the chore, but he demurred 


o« ~=-~se » -=-e¢ * s+ eee “seer 


writmge team vol 
and Cynthia Hope 





VARIETY 
MARRIAGES 


Marjorie O. Wright to Charles 
Schwartz, New York, April 18. 
Bride is secretary to Metro veepee 





Wednesday, April 23, 1947 
———~ 


cilities won't permit more than one 
broadcast at a time. NBC, however, 
is expected to press for exclusive 
rights to the convention on the basis 
of it’s having been the only outfit 











| OBITUARIES Tame Legit 


ae Continued from page } 















































































































Ho yar ; p* is = 
Roles Chain Sa cee ore to cover the 1940 GOP meet in shows using a $4.80 t $4 -- 
yi : hekoowaien = - ‘ ily whe _ Willkie was ‘ ; : Op ($4 n 
J. C. NUGENT , pictures Buffano played the trumpet; Maude Clark to Jack Rosenberg, Philly = A yoda oe sn tax) are quite out of line ior di 
J. C. Nugent, 79, actor-playwright, | in most of the picture theatres in St. | Las Vegas, April 16. Bride is secre- | MOMMNAtES. Be a t - ony at i of them are only one-setters of 
died at the Lambs Club, New York, | Louis. His widow and two sons sur-/|tary to Charles P. Skouras; groom pontinalt sgar ser ocor my 7 by yas for entrout next week is $3.60 
April 21. vive, jis a theatre operator. ga or _ ys te Pb eerie _; first at that price this season bed ™ 
ing ; Per ee ee | Puyitic: Stanley ? 1... |NBC spokesman declared yesterday | . ‘ . 
Further details in Legitimate yllis: Stanley ‘to Stephen Miller, | (Tues.), “pioneering sometimes pays | It’s possible that the cost 
section. MRS. LAURA SHERRY | London, April 19. Bride is British | oan Je * PAYS! erations has been pushed up em moo 
Mrs. Laura Sherry, 73, former | film star, groom is aide to Jock | .? ; : 78 ithe limit, but unions alone eva z sik 
EDWARD A. WILLIAMS | legit actress and a pioneer in the ex- | Lawrence, publicity chief of J. Ar- | Convention Is expected to give | being blamed for the increase not © “y 
Edward A. Williams, 89, trombon- | perimental theatre, died in New thur Rank productions in U.S. yideo: its biggest political boost yet |. percentage demands of e, but 4 M 
ist who played for 35 years in John | York, April 18. Shirlee Woollard to Lee Mac- | and will cevtainly be one of the most | authors and actors are impaiiet 5 
Philip Sousa’s band, died in Wash-| Prior to her marriage, she had ap- | Gregor, Las Vegas, April 13. Both | important remotes yet covered Dy | factors, too. Some showmen 0 ; © 
ington April 18. Williams last peared on Broadway in companies | #™© Screen players. . — pres eeer'e ‘ Tele sac nave in agreement over ticket ioe H - 
plaved in the pit orch of Washing- | of Richard Mansfield and Sir Her-| Wynne Ritchie to Ray Evans, | been proclaiming the importance of) contending that it's the quality © C 
ton’s old Knickerbocker theatre, | bert Beerbohm Tree. In 1909, she | Hollywood, April 19. Groom is a thelr agrremnet/ fe. sn politica avons 1 he show that is paramount Pr P 
When the theatre roof collapsed un- | founded the Wisconsim Players, one songwriter. ; and = HOw it “will bring Gor ern! they're well aware of the volume : 
der a heavy layer of snow in 1922, of the nation’s oldest little theatres Norma Kravick to Jack Granara,' ment closer to the people and the | tickets sold by agencies at e of al 
Williams was buried in the debris | in Milwaukee, where she had made Lis Vegas, April 12, Grodm is on people closer to their Government. | necessarily higher than thea : ng 
and suffered injuries which pre- | her home for many years. | RKO's publicity staff, |GOP meet is expected to prove this | office. “Annie Get Your G rs 
vented him fro n working agai ' baa Betsy Ann Plank to Ben Kirk,} point finally, $6.60 is the highest b.c tad un Bg UI) 
ai Om ’ ge yo en the WS . —_ ‘ Tee “9 , r ay ae : , _giapaaly - Wp On th la 
le began with the Marine band GEORGE WARD ~ a April 4S. - _— with | pn a list ind has been selling out ee 
about 1882. When Sousa organized George Ward. 46. an announcer KQ continuity department; aw nearly a year. There are now three = 
his band in 1892, Williams joimed for the past 11 years for N. Y.’s " ene ringing SAROCNTS, auc Fields-Winchell other $6 musicals, “Mister,” “Bare- " 
him, playing the Columbian Exposi-. municipally-owned station WNYC, My na agree a pean | foot Boy With Cheek,” and “Finian’s 
: 71.8 . . : : s ' . » is vocal- Le ip er b ( 
tion in Chicago im 1892 and later! died suddenly of a heart attack yes- a . ase ‘ April 10. Bride is voca \eo—ees Continued from page 1 Saal | Rainbow. The other musicals are © v 
traveling twice around the world terday (Tues.) at his home in Hollis, |'* with Baron Elliott band. =| ‘ : : | $4.80 but their scales are tilted to ¢ @ 
with band a | Betty Lee to George Scher in New j chell’s lack of haste in making any | at the weekend i. 
rghhae she i, York las ‘iday 4 is | wir a ae = es ele . 3 
Survived by idow and daughter. He was perhaps best known for vk canbe —— a ee ae away from Hearst because, as | This season has brought forth . a nN! 
‘BROW RSKY int et Sy a cep partment of Foote, Cone & Belding jhe told the Field bunch, the straight | limited number of - straight-play } 7 
ARRY BR FARSKY » had als : p 7c’ he ’ te, - oO ang. | : . ok ane iets oe ae ‘ 
" H sper ' z cng a x arate hee s —* Dorothy E.-‘McGlone to Bill Kob- | doubling of his annual gross for his ig ages but there’s a fairly strong M 
| wry rowarsky. > ). veteran eo! oproadcasts rom own all aie Or eee? = . “gh = | a a l t Yr if > ¢ ex ane } 
Piste cs thentre owner v * aid since 1937. An avid home flm “ee b a Chicago, April 6. Groom re- | newspaper column means little. It's it's thon waged ! <a Fo P 
Pittsburg theatre owner who Nas HSC 190. é cently joined Frederic W. Ziv Co.,!, Ss ; ‘ - a Fe) Oaees “4 Lo send Out a road show | 
operated there for years with his in his leisure time, he was a former| N.Y. radio package producer. ; Best answered by sme tach Mat of of “Rainbow,” but at this time the | 
brothers. Mark Browar and Ike hoped mae Metropolitan Mo- | Henriette Viseux to Neil Agnew, | the $130,000 pay boost from Jergen’s, | management of “Brigadoon” has no )2 rr 
Browarsky. died last week in Cleve- re ub. | Southbury, Conn., April 12. Groom | Winchell nets an annual gain of only | plans for a touring replica, both be- \f h 
. ore had incsea’ hor EDDIE DANDERS lis president of Selznick Releasing | $6.000, whether he got paid $5,000 a | '"8 ge musical clicks, “Carousel” § 
tad ee tao) no nt ip ne rs hic fe P rages Sys a , Organization. | week or the present $7,500. Accord- | ~ he. " meg cd pees while road . 
medical Ses. See ee oe nets Eddie Danders, 37, musician- Joan Barton to Fred Uttal, South- | . oh Rese Sayan © “¢ ahomat” and “Mis- : r 
hotel awaiting a final report on the comedian, died April 11 in Burbank, | bury, Conn., April 12. Bride is ra- | ingly, if Field could do something | ter will doubtlessly continue play- i ue 
checkup the next day when he Cal. while on tour with his band. | dio actress; groom radio producer. |about a stock interest for capital- | '"8 dates. - 
possed away after a heart attack. * He had appeared in many Chi | eaxanthara annernanen gains purposes, or any other method| Season's straight plays aimed for t! 
In addition to his two brothers, niteries, including the Silhouette where he “could keep a few bucks,” the road are “All My Sons,” “An. W 
Browarsky leaves a widow and two Club and the Dome. BIRTHS that wou!d be something else again. | other Part of the Forest,” “John 
daughters. | His father, Bobby Danders, was a Mr Page Sag ni ee asin: tans: Scien el | Loves Mary,” “The Iceman Cometh” if te 
——— | singing waiter at Colosimo’s for 29 | ': . 4 ing _ * on ey iat 7 on 7 bows ap: Ses |““Burlesque,” “Happy Birthday,” rs 
BERT K. FISCHER ‘years, and one of his brothers, |@aushter. New York, April 20. | communique to publisher Charles B. |“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” “Years n 
Beit K. Fischer, 64, veteran Mil- | Bobby, Jr., is a Chicago band leader. wank is an account executive at} McCabe of the Mirror that if Hearst | Ago,” “Alice In Wonderland” and f 
” PMiaaialiel , ; ; ‘1. Survived by his widow, a daughter c Hes . . : . » s¢|“*Androcles z " ion.” while | 
waukee theatre spy gs Mil eae caeniiias g Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Hollis. wants to keep me interested” it 2 en Nie pet while 4 ; 
waukee on Apri a it daughter, Phoenix, Ariz. April 3.| would be a good idea to get to-| 4, R eo Sel Mc re a , 
: OSSIP RUNITCH Father is manager of Vista theatre,| gether. McCabe reportedly mani- Yesterday.” “Oo ere, wa? B 
. on , | Phoenix. fested interest pronto, but the | state - the U “pry "ay ger 3 Fa 
HENRY GOLDSON Ossip Runitch, $7, actor and pro-| Mr, and Mrs, Lee Bennett, . son, printers’ slowdown  (pre-strike), ey ite with Fath on pps a 
Sagano Aer gether orneipairin | ducer, died April 7 in Johannesburg, | Hollywood, April 13. Father is a| Winchell’s extra-curricular activities andl “Voice of ix. ustie” meee : } 
futher, son and brether whe passed | South Africa. 7 |screen actor. j in connection with the Damon Run- a. = eT ie Be ‘ : 
away April 26th, 1946. | Coming to So. Africa 10 years ago| Mr. and Mrs. Walter Reed, daugh- | Yon Cancer Memorial fund, etc., in- is a 1 AP will ee pe : as! 
Loving wife, daughters, | Runitch | has been associated with iter, Los Angeles, April 13. Father is tervened, so the get-together is due " sli hy fe ” te — ee 
father and brother the Afrikaans Art as producer. He!/a screen actor. shortly. pst , ? ‘d oe ng. Witbout ; us 
also) was connected with Grand; Mr. and Mrs. George Gilbert. son, The Chi Sun assured Winchell | Words” ond ro Be — Phe 1 
i “ ene . of le 1 ie i 33 6 : : - s , 
Opera seasons of African Theatres. | Floral Park, N. Y., April 20. Father | that PM would not be his New York . : “Se oy eas ~ “Ale 
b rter: itt H ened Ut’ then =a te Vahitey stutter sets t¢ +d oa, shear Sebeieea Later the list is set to include “Al : 
rief illness. e was owner ; ‘ } is VAR Ste . outlet; it would go to e highest | jeorg.” “Magdalena” ™ sai : ' 
Alamo and Mozart theatres in that MERLE YAGLE Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Hardy, son,/| bidder; it would have his (the col- oar tee Fae age we pits cor 4 ; 
city at the time of his death, and Merle Yagle, 53, a radio performer | Los Angeles, April 17. Father is aj umnist's) approval in N. Y., as in |“auld Lang Syne,” “Come Blow § 
one time operated the Pearl, Lin- on various Chi stations, died in Chi-, radio commentator. every other key city; it might well i ee Horn.” “Ziegfeld Follies,” f 
co!ln and Park theatres there. | cago, April 17, He had been g pianist; Mr. and Mrs. Jack Atlas, son, | be the Mirror would buy him back | atake Mine Sen hation ” “They i Ps 
Born in Germany, Fischer came on stations WBCN and WSBS in the | Santa Monica, April 12. Father is|for the same $1,200 a week it now | Liked Them Handsome,” “Sweetest ‘| 7 
to the U.S. when he was 10 years | pioneer days of radio. | with Metro's advertising dept. pays him basically, excepting that! ang Lowest” laercaas in London) 
old. He traveled with circuses and; Survived by two daughters. Mr. and Mrs. Alfred L. Golden,|the other Hearst outlets would per- | ’ 
carnivals for several years prior | ~ daughter, New York, April 8. Father’s| haps pay more for: Winchell than | ff c 
to embarking in theatre business. HUGH SOTHERN a playwright and co-author’ of | same of them now do. ete An C 
Survived by widow and two sons.| Hugh Sothern, 65, stage and screen Bowe wary? gg Mal: Over two years ago Winchell in- || Repertory Theatre t 
ee actor, died April 13 in Hollywood | res ries ere | alangone, | sisted on a new Clause 8, to | , 
LOUIS MILLER \after an illness of two years. fre: oye es N. Y., April 15-/ the effect that if both sides don’t | <= Comtinued from page I ; 
Ney — wn int ane , . — ite ather is radio scripter. . 5 tgihieee AN Pe 
Louis Miller, 64," well-know n in He was known as Roy Sutherland | ie. aia. Sie’. Secteeee,  Geattalahe renew of cancel, at the expiration | with the Commission members ex: | } 
theatrical circles in ~ wages City, on the stage and changed his name | son, Washington, D. C.. Snoaeidior of their contract, the same terms |horting CBS “to do something” i 
Mo.. died there April 12. _| when he moved to Hollywood in Dathiee lo dats Wades, bt Shanon continue on a month-to-month ba-/ about reviving some of its highly 2 
He had ee in exec ne | 1938 for film work. | hated in that. elie: mother is fener (on ar 15 pr notice on either | praised shows. } 
* many K.C. tres and at one copie + reer ' side. was i li iAauties arr iie: 
fo1 many K.C = ser of . ; Dolores Dupont, musgicomedy actress. Hears “3 —e thet Riek Berlin Specifically, the matter has been ] 
time was adveiiising manager of | FRANK SHAY (Hearst periodicals boss) told the | prought to a head (with final deci- c 
the, old Grand theatre. In recent Frank Shay, operator of the Crane | late Joe Connolly, prez of Interna- ‘sion on a repertory theatre idea 
years he served as a doorman, bill |theatre, Schenectady, died in that | | tional News Service, that “if Win- | resting with CBS’ No. 1®boss, Wil- d 
poster and at other tasks, working | city April 13. Photo enic Prez chell wants something like that he |jiam §S. Paley) by public reaction ¢ 
last at the Folly theatre, burlesque = Shay was city manager for Fabian | § had better trade it off for some-|to the two recent hour-long shows : 
gam Ree , vo daugl 'Theatres in Cohoes, N.Y., before |Laaas Continued from page 1 Goa peers else,” which was a two-year | on juvenile delinquency and the i 
Survived by widow, two daugh- taking over the Crane. He was a contract. That pact was up last fall. | state of the nation’s health, put om | § 
ters and a son. wiiower. to viewers from the New England Irieatg + tedtromnnagira Winchell of all iby the CBS Documentary Unit. The ’ § 
ARTHUR WHITELAW Gy | states to as far south as Richmond. | l¢sal labilities, is retained. |brace of programs, “The Eagle’ : 
. _ HARRY R. FOSTER | According to reports from the | The Sun Syndicate’s proffer al-| Brood” and “A Long Life and A ; 
Arthur Whitelaw, 76, who ap- Harry R. Foster. 73. former owner | Republican national committee meet | lesedly embraces some fancy fees | Merry One,” have been acclaimed , 
peared in vaudeville for many years oF pi ggg, > Pendirde il ana | this week in Kansas City, the fact | for Winchell’s syndication rights in| as two of the all-time superlative 
po The Minstrel cram Dublin ane Rivoli theatres, Chicago, died there, ‘™@t most of the tele stations and the 150 leading cities where there is jradio shows, and though CBS ] 
The Irish Chatterbox,’ died last April 11. ’ receiving sets in 48 will be centered | %¢ real by-product money. There | knocked off commercial shows to d 
week in New York. ; ind: Survived by’ widow and two in the east was one of the chiel was a time when he flirted with the | spot them in choice nighttime of ‘ 
He made his rst. appearance "| aauchters. ; reasons prompting the Répubs to, Western Newspaper Union and its | ments, they both had a limited audi- 1 
— country carer Pg juvenile se Sa ae | select Philly over Chicago for their boilerplate service to some 12,000 }ence pull because of the tough ee i 
ore company years ago. e convention. Special pitch t he | Papers— which would sound good | gramming opposition from other net- 
ater aie +, manag JEREMIAH LYNC dy ermupsar edits pitch to the). oor nhey-o 8 oppositiol 
later appeared red management calle CH kel committeemen on” tele’s potential j}over the radio—but those are rural | works. 
at Om _ bomeaden's = for cewenged r= Spore 75, vet | importance to the forthcoming elec- ct ste and monthlies paying $1 | ‘Waste of Talent’ i 
an urtig Seamon in “Me, Him, | musician, died April 17 at Youngs- tion was made Pe i | an 50, | -s sors of the reprise idea po! 
ms ‘ 7 ; 7 3 s é in K.C. by Paul B ponsors of the reprist es 
and I,” also with Weber & Fields. preuptry He was a trap-drumme: in | Mowrey, ABC televisian's national | Winche!l became interested only | oUt that CBS expended unpre 
Survived by widow and sister. pos yaa pe regia ype ong in ‘Sant Pr wt en he recalled what the late | cedented time, effort ee pee ' 
Sein ane Ht) ais as O e roat or Mowrey pointed out that thronoh | Arthur Brisbane had e 0 iselle talling in excess of $50. 
WILLIAM Hi. GUERINGER many years: With the Homer Krill |. se ee ee TOUR al he nae once counselled . ae “throw them ig = 
Willi: H. Gueri Cr. 1 | Bend use of the Bell Svstem coaxial, im about giving the column two shows; that to “thi Le 
i a aca” : geo ger Nee cable and radio relay systems, a|@Way.” Winchell replied, “Mr, Bris- | away” when it's possible to achiev i ( 
ce a tg hepa Ope 20 at _— broadcast fron Phill: could he bane. when [ make $5,000 a week /4 potential of additi ynal eer . 
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Wednesday, April 23, 1947 


Broadway 


Terry Turner, RKQ exploitation 
chief, trained to the oust last Fri- 
y (18). : 
aay tors Fund's annual meeting 
dated May 9 at the Empire in the 

afternoon, 


Irving Berlin due in from the 
Coast this weekend. . 
Renee Carroll, w.k. hatcheck girl, 
completely transformed with a radi- 
eal hair-bob. a. 
Phyllis Ryder taking 
“Voice of Bs Turtle” 
jay (28). 
ier Stroock on the Coast to 
arrange costuming for next edition 
of “Icecapades.” 
Virginia Mayo 


lead role in 
at Morosco 


due in from the 





Coast this weekend to be queen of | 


Princeton prom. : 

Ed Raftery, United Artists prexy, 
and his wife vacationing in Ber- 
muda this week. 


tinuous entertainment policy will be 
installed on revolving stage. > 

Kitty Kallen and Mrs. Charlie 
Spivak joined show biz colony at 
Lord Tarleton. Miss Kallen vacash- 
ing before starting rehearsals for 
new “Ziegfeld Follies.” 

Joey Adams spent first vacash in 
years collecting funds for Damon 
Runyon Memorial campaign. Wound 
up with $7,500. Headed north Sun- 
day (20) for Club Cairo (Wash). 
engagement. 

Tom Connors, 20th-Fox exec, in 
town for opening of new Miami the- 


ratre and southern preem of “Carni- 


val In Costa Rico.” Celeste Holm, 
also in for the affair and stopping at 
Lord Tarleton. 
Paramount promoting 
vorite Brunette” contest 
tion with south Florida 


local “Fa- 
in connec- 
showing of 


| the pic, tied in Miami Fashion Coun- 


Donald Heudersoa, 20th-Fox treas- | 


urer ( 
last week with grippe. 
Mary Martin, daughter Heller and 


son Lawrence due in N, Y, tomorrow | 


(Thurs.) on S.S. America. 
Mrs. Clarence Day sailed for Lon- 
don Monday (21) to attend the “Life 
With Father,” British preem. 
Songsmith Arthur Schwartz ex- 
tending his N. Y. stay because of 
nibbles to do a Broadway legit 
nusical. 
; Ned Armstrong assisting Leo J. 
Margolin in handling publicity for 
the Citizens Committee on Displ 


back at his desk after being ill | 


} 


award worth 


a $10,000 


winners 


cil, which will 
of wardrobe to 





} 


Blackamoor room sold by Ben| 
Gaines to local group which in- 
| cludes Ned Schuyler, Casey Castle- | 
man (Beachcomber Ops) and Jack 
Friedlander (Club 86). Spot sold for 


| 


aced | Ce wh 


; 


Persons. 

Ken Clark, Motion Picture Assn. } 
press chief, in town for a few days | 
from Washington, where he now 
headquarters. 

Joseph Scandur switched to Ru- 
dolph Symonette’s part in “Street 
Scene,” former's assignment going 


to Russell George. 


Manny Canser, in charge of ad- 
mission ticket sellers at the race- 
tracks, in Nassau county hospital 


with fractured leg. 

Vincent Sardi, Jr., the restaura- 
teur, to marry Adelle Rasey, last seen 
in “Park Ave.”’, June 5, with honey- 
moon in Bermuda. 

Paul Hollister, eastern studio rep 
for RKO, left for the Coast Friday 
(18) on a product looksee, to be 
gone about a week. 

Maurice Maurer, who operates 
Broadway's Astor and Victoria the- 
atres, at the Mayo Clinic for ob- 
servation and tests. 

Lillian (Mrs. Gus) Edwards at the 
Hotel Astor, prior to the unveiling 
of the monument May 4 to the late 
showman-songwriter. 

Wong Gen Fo and Asia Boys acro- 
batic troupes in the Ringling-Bar- 
num & Bailey circus are stated to 
be Chinese, not Japs. 

Helen Hayes and Mr. and Mrs. Spy- 
ros Skouras named co-chairmen for 


$85,000 with 
Intime 


a $25,000 yearly rental. 
policy will continue. 


Palm Springs 
By Hank Goldenberg 


Jack Benny back for golf 
William Gargan at Kangaroo 


nnay Ennis orch added at Ten- 
nis Club for circus week dances 
Amador Gonzalez and _  Latin- 
American orch into the Pago Pago. 
At the Pago Pago: Errol Flynn 
and Nora Edington, Jimmy and 
Harry Ritz. 
Errol Flynn Don 


and Budge 





London 

George F. Norton, writer of “Chu 

Chin Chow,” who died last Decem- 
ber, left $2,500. 

Jack Rubens, film and legit ac- 

countant and tax expert, sails for 

— on the “Mauretania” April 


Richard Llewellyn’s new play 
“Noose,” tried out at the Saville, has 
been acquired by Bernard Delfont 
for West End. 

The Bedford, for many years a 
London landmark as_ vaudeville 
house, is changing its policy and be- 
coming legit house. 

Jack Hylton has new musical 
ready for Arthur Askey, as yet un- 
titled. Show opens at Brighton 
June 9 and will costar Florence Des- 
mond and feature Eddie Gray. 

Marian Lorimore, fined for over- 
spending when recently in Switzer- 
land, is actually wife of Max Wall, 


}comedian, whose father was Jack 
| Lorimer, famous Scottish comedian 
killed in Warld War I. Before her 
marriage, she performed on the 
stage under her own name of 


dns 


in | 


Marian Pola. 

Sir Lewis Casson 
Vie Co. at the New 
remainder of its 
terminates May 31. 
the character of York in “Richard 
II” which Sir Ralph Richardson 
produces on Shakespeare's birthday 
tomorrow (23), the last new presen- 
tation in the repertory. 


joining the Old 
theatre for the 
season, which 

He will play 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 





bedi 4 sisters big at Club 
Champs Elysees. 
Leon and Simone Volterra gan- 


fast tennis matches before large gal- | dering London plays. 


lery at Racquet Club. 


Howard Hawks at the Bombay. 


Jack Forrester back 
after a few days in Paris. 


to Spain 


| Ditto Jimmy Durante clowning for | ““Apollon de Marsac” at his Athenee, 


| 
| 








subscription campaign for N. Y. City | 


Svmphony next season. 

Michael Higgins, in last season’s 
“Antigone,” to play lead in Equity 
Library Theatre's “First Year” next 
week at Greenwich Mews. 

Eva Le Gallienne cited by 
Women’s National Press Club as one 
of five American women who made 
outstanding contributions in their 
fields during 1946, 

Herb Crooker, Metro publicity 
chief. who doubles as a fairweather 
Long Island Sound yachtsman, has 2 


large party; 

family. : : 
Checking in at the Racquet Club | Femmes” 

for the big circus ball: June Havoc, 


Janet Thomas, Freeman Gosden and 
missus, Sidney Landfield. 

Herman Wouk, formerly’ with 
Fred Allen show and @uthor of Book 
of the Month club for May, “Aurora 





Dawn,” resting at El Irisado. 

Ray Milland.-. Fred MacMurray, 
Jeanette MacDonald and Hedy 
Lamarr join new colony here with 
property purchases at Rancho 
Mirage. © 

By Brigham Tewnsend 

Marie McDonald in town. 


Mabel Todd around town again. 

Max Arnow and Sam Katz Flamin- 
going. 

Tune Toppers back at the Hi Life 
nitery. 


| 


also Phil Regan and{| with Dominique Blanchard. 


Louis Jouvet closing “Ecole des 
to play Jean Giraudoux’s 

Jacques Spire, of Cineac newsreel 
theatres, prepping a trip te N.Y. to 
study 16m pix. 

Paul White back from Cannes to 
start dubbing of “Spellbound” at 
LaGarenne studio. 

Cynda Glenn mentioned for a 
Paris production of “Born Yester- 
day,” which Charles Campbell would 
| stage for Arthur Field. 


Jeanmaire, who clicked. 

French Union technicians refusing 
to work in a picture financed by M. 
Vazabzateh, Iranese minister to 
Zwitzerland, claiming he had been 
pro-German. 


with USO-Camp Shows on Belgian 
front and with Persian Gulf Com- 





| Jack Dempsey vacationing at | mand in 1944. 
| Flamingo Couturier Jacques Fath, after 
| Bob Millar orchreturnsto Rancho | Making Arletty’s dresses for the 


yarn on his fave sport in current | 


issue of Pic mag. 

Paul Small has a year's authori- 
zation from the Chase National 
Bank, administering estate of Damon 
Runyon, to handle any film biog 
deal on the late columnist. 

Frank Schitfman, owner of the 
Apollo, Harlem's 
cited for “promoting harmonious re- 








vaude flagship, | 


lations” in Harlem by the Urban | 


League, an interracial social service 
agency for Negroes. 
Lucy Monroe, “the Star-Spangled 


soprano.” is back to entertaining, 
for USO-Camp Shows, at Army, 
Navy and Veterans Administration 


Hospitals after being seriously ill 
fo’ more than a year. 

Sammy Rauch, Roxy theatre, 
N.Y., booker; Larry Barnet and 


Johnny Dugan, both of Music Corp. 
of America, will fly out to Chicago 
to case the Jack Benny show open- 
Ing at the Chicago theatre, May 9. 
Benny follows at the Roxy, May 23. 


Miami Beach 
By Larry Selleway 
The Paysees into Kitty Davis’ to- 
night (23). 
The Harry Richmans off to Bimini 
on fishing trip. ._ 
Irwin Corey and the Dennis Sis- 
ters into Copacabana. 
Welles Bruen new genera] man- 
ager for indie station WINZ. 
Joe E. Ross and Nino Yacovino 
head new show at Paddock Club. 





Nancy Donovan, the Duanos and | 


Folic Miller in new lineup at Clover 
Club. 





| tri-dimensional 
|of Peace” 
Bert Libin. assistant program man- | 


; 
| 
i 
i 
| 
' 


Allied Artists started shooting °f | 


— angled pic on Biscayne this 
week. 

Lee Rigney replaced Karole 
Singer at Blackamoor, with latter 
shifting to Famous Door. 


Florida supreme court has okayed | 


barmaids for Miami bistros, refuting 
ordinance passed by city commission 
last year. 

George 
ment ed 
i¢ to 


ry 
ne 


Bourke, Herald amuse- 
will visit Coast this 
gerder studios for Knight 
pupcrs 
Club Bali being remodeled with 
New Showbar opening May 15. Con- 


sum- 


| in culture. 
personal “invitations to good listen- | 


| chairman 


Vegas May 14 
Gypsy Vagabonds 
ayers Club. 

Stork Club features Joe Sano and 
Mike Werner orch. 

Florine Bale checking the nitery 
situation for AGVA. 

Yvonne de Carlo making the 
rounds with Howard Duff. 

Sanford Adler opened new Corral 
Room at the Rancho Vegas. 

St. Ann’s Catholic Church holding 
mass in the Huntridge theatre. 

Romo Vincent and Wiere Brothers 
shift from Flamingo to the Elko 
April 25. 

Silver Spur is shuttered and sev- 
eral other niteries up for sale due 
to slump in nitery biz. 

Frank Barbaro going in for names 
at the Nevada Biltmore with Ben 
Blue, Martha Rave and Rochester al- 
ready slated. 


clicking at 


PI 


Washington 
By Flerence S. Lowe 

Variety Club’s annual Mother's 
Day luncheon skedded for May 5 at 
Shoreham hotel. 

Jack Lane. of N. Y.’s Institute of 
Visual Training. a visitor at U. S. 
Dept. of Agriculture’s Film Division 
past week. 

Joseph Vogel. Loew's veepee and 
general manager. gedded with after- 
effects of vaccination during D. C. 
sightseeing junket. 

Sid Caesar, a smash hit in week's 
stint at Romany Room, took time out 
to do a request program at D. C.’s 
Home for Incurables. 

Radio producer (“Meet the Press’ 
and “Leave It to the Girls’) Martha 
Rountree in hospital here recovering 
from a serious illness. 

Sen. Edwin Johnson (D., Col.) will 
speak at brass hat preem of the new 
religious pic, 
(Wed.). 


tonight 


WWDC. 
for local observalice 
Am An American Day” May 18. 

WQQW., locz! station specializing 
recently sent out 1.500 


named publicity 
of “I 


ager for 


ing” to members of Congress and 


D. C. officials. 


Offspring of trade press reps at- | 


“Way | 


tended a screening of juve films, 
with ice cream as an added attrac- 
tion. at MPA headquarters last 
Saturday (19) 

Actress Martha Scott in last week 
to emecec © very social chavity fashion | 
show “ose top drawer guest list 
was he d by M Harry Truman 
and’ Mrs. Woodrow Wilson.’ 


next Marcel Carne picture, “Ile des 
Enfants Perdus,” to act himself in 
the picture befere visiting Holly- 
wood. 

Jack Kirkland’s “Tobaceo Road,” 
adapted by Marcel Duhamel, play- 
ing at Renaissance under police pro- 
tection after a row between Figaro 
critic J. J. Gautier and actor man- 
ager Jean Darcante. Coarse dialog 
getting unfavorable press notices. 


South Africa 


By Jee Hanson 

Clay V. Hake, Paramount 
back after huddles in U.S. 

Sir Alexander Korda announces 
plans for film production in South 
Africa next year. 

“Susan and God” being staged at 
Standard, Johannesburg, by Mar- 
jorie Gordon, who played title role 
in Australia. 

Jack and Daphne Barker, Eng- 
lish duo, presenting song routines 
at piano in filmhouses on African 
Theatres Circuit. 

Sheridan’s “The Rivals” being 
presented in Afrikaans (Dutch) by 
local company as “Liefde in Satyn” 
(“Life in Satin”). 

British films continue biz boxof- 
fice here, with “Caravan,” “They 
Were Sisters” and “Beware of Pity” 
all doing holdover biz. 

Season of grand opera drawing 
good houses at His Maijesty’s, Johan- 
nesburg, with local principals being 
reinforced by overseas artists. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Crosman named p.a 
company this sei 





rep, 








for 
son 


Forest 
summer oper: 


agency. 


igain ahead 


nered in band-booking 
Dick Lambert in town ag: 

of returning “Voice of the Turtle.” 
Karl Krug. Sun-Tele drama critic. 

lecturing at Donora Women’s Club 

this week. 


Luke Riley back on the job in the 
Casino theatre pit after battling 
| pneumonia. 

Bill Blowitz, Enterprise Pictures 


| p.a. back to Coast after visiting pa- 
irents here. 
Jean Moorhead heading Fred As- 


taire dancing school branch in At- 
lantiec City 

Jimmy Mazzoleni. of Nixon Cafe 
st-ff, to Italy to it his 80-year- 


old mother 

Johnny Kirby. KDKA 
will be in Cherlic Gaynor's 
the Playhouse 


Bill Green home f 


ging star, 
revue at 
trout- 


om a 


Serge Lifar staging a Salle Pleyel | 
performance for dancer Wladimir 
Skouratoff and ballerina . Renee 


Cynda Glenn advised she gets an | 


Emblem of Honor for overseas work denly. 








Sid Dickler and Jack Young part- | 


ming expedition but isn’t bragging 
about his catch. 
Mara Kim, Wilfred DuBois and 


Ron & Mary Norman heading new 
Nixon Cafe show. 

Bill Household, who owns the 
Vogue Terrace, home from two- 
month vacation in Miami. 

Jere McMahon, who went to Tech 
drama school, signed far al fresco 
production of “Countess Maritza.” 

Jackie Heller back to the Carousel 
after sunning himself for two weeks 
as Dave Rose's guest in Hollywood. 

Sara Ann McCabe, Cantu and 
Honey Murray opened Monday (21) 


| 


Hollywood 


Bruce Bennett to Mexico City. 

Randolph Scott in from New 
York. 

Ellen Drew laid up with bron- 
chitis. 

Lois Rice recovering from major 
surgery. 

an Johnson Peb- 

ble Beach. 

William Rowland to Mexito City 
on business, 


vacationing at 





at Terrace Room with Lang Thomp- | 


son’s band. 


Bill Randall, Detroit radio an- 
nouncer, will be commentator for 
Art Tatum concert at Syria Mosque } 
Saturday (26). 

Patricia Wheel subbed two per- | 
formances for Paula Laurence in 


“Cyranc” when latter went to N. Y 
for a broadcast 


Philadelphia 


By Si Shaltz 


Jules Helzner’s band into Adelphia | 


hotel. 

Club 13 opens May 13 in basemen 
of Cove Cafe. 

Arthur Lee Simpkins headlining 
new show at Latin Casino. 

WIP is kudoed on 25th anni in 
current issue of Philadelphia mag. 

Bill Dooley, former Record sports- 
writer, readying a sports quiz radio 
show. 

Pat Lockwood, chirper with Joey 
Kearns Orchestra 
Bulletin. 

Lee Morris, Record film critic, 
now writing editorials for Wilming- 
ton Journal. 

Thomas Labrum agency 
promotion for Evening 
100th anni celebration. 

Ezra Stone was shaken 
auto aecident near his 
Washington's Crossing. Pa. 

Charlie Love, head of Bulletin’s 
“carrier pigeon” service. 
teen age show on WPEN 

Florence Cowanova holding 


handling 
Bulletin’s 


an 
at 


up in 
home 


her 


profiled in Sunday | 





Marshall Thompson planed to 
| Mexico City. 
| Col. Fred Levy celebrated his 
70th birthday. 
| John Burke recovering from 
} major surgery 
i Virginia Dale out hospital after a 
minor operation. 

Clark Gable le‘t town for a four- 
month vacation. 

Irving Carlin return fro ix 
weeks in Hawaii. 

William Lasky and fa y moving 
here from New York 
| Claude Rains t: Pennsylvania 
| farm for the si 
| Frankie Lane ovt of the hospital 
|} after a minor op< 

John Zanft recovering from sur- 
igery in San Fran oO 

Gloria Swanson in town to look 
over the film situation 

Walter Daniels celebrated his 20th 
anniversary with RKO 

Dick Arlen celebrated his 25th 
year in motion pictures 

Walter Wanger guest of honor at 
the Hollywood Ad Club 

Hurd Hatfield to |} ) Springs for 
| the annual Desert C 

Virginia Bruce nherited $24,000 
from her mothe: estate 

Jack Votion in from Europe for 
production huddles at RKO 

George A. Smith in from Man- 
hattan for Paramount hudcdles 

Vijay Bhatt, film producer from 
| Bombay, guesting at Warners 

Harry Niemeyer joined William 
Cagney Productions as publicist 

Pedro Bentin, Peruvian governe- 


handling | 


25th consecutive recital at Academy | 


of Music, April 28 and 29. 

Ed Schloss, former Record drama 
critic, now contributing editor to 
Evening Bulletin drama department. 


Bandleader Joey Kearns back 
from his honeymoon with bride. the 
former Mary Lou Howard, KYW 
canary. 


Roger Clipp, WFIL general man 
ager, heading for Kansas City with 
committee trying to get G.O.P. con- 
vention for Philly 


Reinhold Haeussermann, membere 
of Burgtheatre since 1915, died sud- 


back from Chicago. 
City and Buenos 


Max Lorenz. 
going to Mexico 
Aires in June 


Hans Hotter of State Opera ac-| Court Justice, gandeci 


cepted bid to Mexico City to appear 
in Wagnerian operas. 

Orchestra leader Karl Boehm, 
Gratz (British zone), cleared of 
Nazi charges, received permission to 
appear again in public. 

Josef Krips and Paul Paray. back 
after touring France with Vienna 
Philharmonic, signed up for appear- 
ances in Manchester, England and 
other cities in fall. 

Raimund Theatre preparing as 
next operetta premiere “Rendezvouz 
on Woerther Lake,” with music by 
Ludwig Schmidseder, libretto by 
Hubert Marischka. Story depicts 
life of Marie Geistinger, Vienna 
operatic star of the ‘90s. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Bob Briskin and John Harkens in. 
_Myrus, magico, into House of Har- 
ris. 

Leon Henderson doing the seven 
hills. 

James Melton in for Opera House 
concert. 

Jerry Lester opened at the Copa 
last night (15). 

John Garfield and missus in; ditto 
Jacquelin Cochran. 

Dorothy Shay into Peacock Court 
of Mark Hopkins. 

Theatre Arts Colony Players of- 
fering “Family Portrait.” 





John Steinbeck picking up some 
local color for new novel. 

“Doc” Wilson, manage: of St. 
Francis, on six-month vacation 

KPO-NBC celebrated 25th anni 
with two-hour show Thursday (17). 

Bob Corbin. Golden Gate man- 
ager, to New York for RKO con- 
fabs. 

Louis B. Mayer and Bill Simpson 
in: ditto Clai t Windso ana Ri ardo 
Cortez. 

Charles Hammond off for New 
York with Denver stopover « his 
schedule. 

Lew Maren throwing luncheon at 
| Palace for critics before “Ramrod” 
| screening. 

Ed Coffee. treasurer at Orpheum, 





transferred to Downtown theatre as 
acting manager. 

Joe Solomon, veteran 
man, now associated with Hollywood 
Advertising here. 


the 


East Bay has seen in many 


a yea 


ment official, gandering Warners. 


Gary Cooper awarded the Bel- 
gian Cine Revue Gold Medallion. 
Van Heflin to be honored by his 


Alma Mater, Oklahoma University. 
Russell Hayden on a three-week 
stage tour of Texas and New Mex- 


| ico. 


Serge Semenekov, Boston banker, 
in town to talk finances with studio 
he ad: 


Paul Small arrived from New 
York to offer Damon Runyon’s life 
story for filmin«e 


Fire caused $2,000 damage to Nate 
Blumberg’s office bungalow at Uni- 
versal-International 


' Dick Powell and his manager, 
|Morgan Marce, hospitalized with 
| penicillin poisoning. 
| Virginia Field pastponing her 
honeymoon to take a job in “Dream 
Girl” at Paramount 

Lana Turner back from an Ari- 
zona vacation to report for work 


iin “Cass Timberlanc.’ 
| Paul Berg, Norwe 


man 
ng 


Supreme 
film pro- 
| duction at Paramount 
| William O'Dwyer, Mayor of New 
| York, vacationing on his brother's 
ranch near El Centro. 

Diana Lymn and William Bendix 
planed to Phoenix “or the Arizona 
Crippled Children’s benefit show. 

Burglars prowled Mitchel! Leisen’s 
home for about $5.000 in jewelry 
but overlooked valuable antiques. 

Edgar Kennedy erest of honor at 
a dinner to celebrate his 15th an- 
niversary as RKO's “Averaze Man.” 

Donald Nelson back at his desk 
after three days of con‘férenccs with 
President Miguel Aleman of Mexico. 

Sol Lesser became oublicity chair- 
man of the United Nations War Re- 
lief campaign in Southern Cali- 
fornia. 

Dan Russell to Rio de Janeiro and 
Buenos Aires to plug Sam Gold- 
wyn'’s “The Years of Our 





| 


Lives.” 
Pete Smith presented with a silver 
trophy by Blind Activities and Rec- 


reation, Inc. for his short film, 
|“Playing By Ear.” 
George Jessel and Arch Oboler 


honored with the “Spirit of Moses 
Award” for their service to Jewish 
people during 1946. 


Ray Milland checked in for a short 
Visit. 


Vine Gardens undergoing a face- 


| lifting, 


| 


display | 


Kathryn Forbes, author of “Ma- 
ma’s Bank Account,’ adapted for 
stage as “I Remember Mama,” off to 
Hollywood, vacation. 

Greatest baseball season opening 
| in Oakland history with Joe Blumen- | 
| feld guesting “Hap” Arnold and Joe] 

McCrea plus bivcvest pageant 


Jan Kiepura in for Met 


opening here. 
Peter V. Rathvon, prexy of RKO, 
looking over Chicago branch. 


opera 


Joan Barton and Abe Lyman in 
town doing the local niteries. 
Charles Strakosch replaced Bill 
Tisdale as manager of “Three to 
Make. Ready.” 

Maurice Golden, former M-G-M 
talent scout in town to purchase 


nabe film house 
“The Iceman Cometh” will begin a 


three-week engagement at the 
Studebaker on May 12. 

Menasha Skulnik doing a guest 
appearance at the Douglas Park 


theatre in “I'm in Love.” 

Joe EB Brown flying to Enid, Okla- 
homa, over the weekend to address 
Rotary Club convention 


Rudy Vallee in exhibition tennis 
match with pros Don Budge and 
Fred Perry at the Amphitheatre 


Charlie and Bryan Foy stopped off 
to visit ex-Mayor Keily before re- 
turning to Coast after brother Rich- 
ard’s funeral in Dallas 
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"Be Lovelier Tonight!” 





"My Beauty Facials bring quick 
















; " 
new Loveliness ! — coys this famous star 


“You'll love the way my Lux Soap facials leave ? 
skin softer, smoother!’ says Dorothy Lamour. | 
‘‘Here’s all I do: First I work the rich fragrant 

lather well into my skin. Then I rinse with warm 

water—a splash of cold. As I pat with a soft towel 

to dry, skin takes on fresh new loveliness!” 


Don’t let neglect cheat you of Romance. Try 

the gentle beautifying care this famous star rec- 

ommends. You can be lovelier tonight! : 
in recent tests of Lux Toilet Soap facials by skin spe- | 


cialists, actually three out of four complexions improved 
in a short time. 






te 





. 
+ . 
"tee, ++. 
Pan Me 


. “+. 
Meee. “Pee, 












; 
A PRODUCT OF 
LEVER BROTHERS COMPANY 
He ; 
ee an eee . 4 
ae - Star of Paramount's | 
“As | pat with a sofetowel eet & Blii 
to dry, my skin is softer, et ft A ‘4 
Dorothy Lamour certainly knews about smoother—really lovelier! ; is 
complexion care! Her beauty facials are You'll be thrilled with the He 
quick and easy but they really work. Lux quick new loveliness these 
Soap’s creamy Active Jather is as gentle Lux Soap facials give 
as a Caress On the skin.” sii your skin.” 
Ber: | 
» 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars use Lux Toilet Soap. Lx Gi are Lovelier/ | 





